Title: Regarding inconvenience caused to passengers due to strike by certain sections of Air India Pilots.
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SHRI E. AHAMED (MANJERI): Sir, this is not just the concern of the pilots, this is the concern of the entire country.
The Air India pilots are holding the passengers and the nation to ransom. Pilots of no other international airlines
have resorted to this tactics. The pilots say that they are concerned. They are demanding that health certificates be
issued to their cabin crew and cockpit crew. Hundreds of passengers are travelling in those aeroplanes. Why are
the pilots not insisting on this in the case of passengers? Why are they insisting on this in the case of cabin crew?
The demand being made by the pilots of Air India is unreasonable, uncalled for and unsympathetic. Their act is
condemnable.

They also included Kuwait in this. We all know the difficulty with regard to Kuwait. People are now going back to
Kuwait in big numbers. Indian Airlines is operating its flights on its Kuwait sector. Air India pilots say that they are
afraid of SARS. Is it only confined to Air India pilots? They have been given all the benefits, all allowances and all
consideration. However, they are doing a great disservice to the people of this country. The air passengers are in
great difficulty. | congratulate the Government for taking prompt action. Action should continue. They should either
join the service or they should be sacked. No sympathy should be shown to these people. They are holding the
country to ransom and that should not be allowed.

| congratulate the Minister for stern and prompt action and request him to take further action if necessary and also
solve the problems of the people. | would also request the hon. Minister to arrange more Indian Airlines aircraft for
passengers to fly to Kuwait and to those countries.
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MR. SPEAKER: You are carrying the same views as the Minister is.
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MR. SPEAKER: Shri Rashid Alvi, please sit down now. | have called the hon. Minister to make a brief statement in
this regard.
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