Title: Regarding agitation by the farmers of uttar Pradesh in support of their demands at Delhi.
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE (BOLPUR): Sir, may | take only one minute?
MR. SPEAKER: If it is to be only one minute, | think, there is no problem.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Sir, many senior Ministers are here. Nearly half-a-million people have assembled
today in Delhi, representing the peasants' organisations and farmers' organisations.

They are holding a peaceful rally in Ram Lila maidan today. It is going on at the moment. The matter is vitally
concerning this country and the economy of this country. This matter is concerned with more than 70 per cent
people of this country. Can we not expect the Government to make a response on their own?

We have witnessed the unfortunate angry outbursts of the Agriculture Minister. In his reply to the debate, not a
single issue was dealt with by him. Whether one likes it or not, we all witnessed it with great pain and anguish. The
basic issues were not answered, but he only blamed the Opposition and he only blamed the WTO. ...(Interruptions)
Let him come. It is not my fault. Senior Members of the Council of Ministers are present here. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERJEE : Therefore, | appeal to the Government as a whole. Senior Ministers are present



here. When people are agitated outside the House, should the Ministers not come forward and give some response
on the important issues that are being raised here? It is for the better functioning of the system. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): Sir, | fully share the concern expressed by Shri Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Shri Somnath Chatterjee. Most of the distinguished members of the Cabinet who are sitting here are
coming from people's struggle. They have serious experiences of being with the working class and with the
peasants. It was a tradition of the House that whenever any grievances are expressed through rallies by the
working class or by the farmers, especially the toiling masses, the Government — be it of any political party — and
the Opposition respond together to their cause and to express their concerns.

During the course of debate on the adjournment motion initiated by Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, Members of all political
parties cutting across party lines have expressed their concerns in the given situation of the economy and they did
not try to score political points.

Therefore, | seriously feel — since the peasants from all parts of the country have assembled here together in Delhi
- it is the duty of this august House to respond to their concerns and the Government should appropriately
respond. Many of the Ministers in the Government have come from the struggle of the people and now are sitting in
the Treasury benches.



