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Title: Regarding situation arising out of increase in the prices of fertilizers and diesel in the Budget thus adversely
affecting the farmers.

...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Hon. Members, | want to regulate 'Zero Hour' also in the most disciplined manner. | am sure that if
you cooperate, every hon. Member who has asked for priority, will be given; and all issues can be taken up. This is
my request. | will take up one issue after another. Every hon. Member will be allowed to speak only for two minutes,
and nothing beyond two minutes. When one hon. Member is allowed to speak, the other hon. Members will be
allowed to associate. | am not going to allow debates on the issues. Therefore, please cooperate; let me go as per
the list before me. Leaders will always be given priority. This is the procedure. The leaders will get the priority
automatically. Let me start with the list. The first subject is to be raised by Shri Ramji Lal Suman.
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...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Please let me complete.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: A Special Resolution is also going to be moved on the same issue. Therefore, there is a lot of
scope for the hon. Members to speak on this issue. But since four Members have given notices, | have allowed
them to speak. If | open it to the entire House, | am sure that a number of Members would like to speak.

...(Interruptions)
SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Sir, you please allow the leaders.&€; (Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. You are aware that the Minister will not be able to say anything about the Budget
provisions. The hon. Minister could only say that he has taken cognisance of this issue. What else can he say?
Therefore, during the Budget discussion, you can raise this issue.

...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: You can raise this issue during the discussion on the Budget. There is also going to be a special
Resolution moved on this.

...(Interruptions)
At S.gH.aUs | Hff #0946 € w9E § wad €1 &€ (@aur)
SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Sir, you can allow only one minute each to leaders of all the Parties...(/nterruptions)

Hiadt gt ated (@) @ 38 9gd 991 g9 21 Sir, we have to discuss this issue threadbare. The Prime Minister's
Relief Package has not been implemented...(Interruptions) st feami @t st i A €, arfy 7o TWHR AR IHT ST I
o @ 81 &€ (Faur)



FeqE WSy | WE off, a9 vt Hie w sty #fed| Please go to your seat.
MR. SPEAKER: | do not think that the hon. Members are desirous of putting other issues before the House.
SHRIMAT| RENUKA CHOWDHURY : You give assurance of the roll-back...(/nterruptions)
SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : My party is already demanding ita€; (Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: You need not reply to her. You please address the Chair.
...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Renukaji, you are such a nice Member. You are co-operating with the Chair. Yes, Shri
Yerrannaidu, please continue.

...(Interruptions)
e HWelgy ; wiw 4fed| Let him complete. =fiw 431
...(SH9EmH)

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Sir, agriculture is the growth engine for the economy. Indian farmers are the backbone of
this country. "The Economic Survey'for 2003-04 says that if the Government wants to achieve a growth rate of
eight per cent, then there should be more investment in the agricultural sector and we have to give a lot of boost to
agriculturea€,; (Interruptions) But instead of giving a boost to agriculture, they have increased the
price...(Interruptions)

DR. MANDA JAGANNATH (NAGAR KURNOOL): Sir, when the hon. Member is speaking, he should not be
interrupted...(Interruptions)

MR. SPEAKER: Dr. Jagannath, | agree with you.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Sir, 14 States are facing drought situation at the present moment. That is why we have
requested for re-considering the roll-back of prices of fertilizer and even of diesel immediately. That is the demand
of the TDP.

Sir, recently, thousands of tobacco farmers in the State of Andhra Pradesh have resorted to agitation and rasta
roko for lack of remunerative prices to the tobacco farmers. Therefore, | would like to request the Government,
through you, to give remunerative prices to the tobacco farmers. The Tobacco Board has raised a fund worth Rs.
50 crores by way of cess. Now, a market intervention scheme is necessary to give more remunerative prices to the
tobacco farmers. Thousands of farmers are agitating and have resorted to rasta roko. Seven express trains have
been stopped. So, the Government should intervene in the matter.

e HEISH : wiv S| 3y wa A AR | Gte @ S, F1 gan? $o gen € A€ € a1 i WS wa €7

SHRI S.S. PALANIMANICKAM (THANJAVUR): Urea is called the poor farmer's fertilizer. Farmers were expecting
more from this Budget. As per the hon. Speaker's direction, while we were expecting a reply from the Finance
Minister after the discussion on the General Budget, yesterday we saw in the newspapers our hon. Finance
Minister's statement that he is not going to withdraw the fertilizer price increase. That is why, even though we are
partners of this Government, we want to raise this issue in the House. Farmers are already bearing the burden of
drought and other problems. So, they want immediate withdrawal of the rise in fertilizer price. On behalf of my Party,
DMK, | urge upon the Finance Minister to roll back the hike in the price of fertilizer.
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI (RAIGANJ): These Members are all partners of the NDA Government and still
they are speaking against the Government. Why do they shout here? They are peculiar allies. They only shout here
and then settle with the Prime Minister. ...(Interruptions)
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : | would like to make an appeal to you. The entire problem will be solved if only
they are sincere to the cause.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : We are very very sincere.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Let them withdraw their support to the Government. Let them say either the
Government should withdraw the rise in fertilizer price, otherwise they will withdraw their support to the
Government. Let them say that.

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : That is not the solution.

SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Let them withdraw their support, if the Government does not withdraw this
measure.

MR. SPEAKER: You are the leader of your Party. How can you do this?
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MR. SPEAKER: Other than whatever Shri Khaire says will not go on record.

H Twpia @ FEE WERY, RgwE & HaFl & Su Bt el O 7 Wl F SRS S 8 9 W16, Shvid SR ied &1 9 39
Tg1 Ry g &1 39 & 75 wfwr AT W gE Qe ar far mr 214€) (araum)

T oY B9 TIEIT @t WYpIR 1 9gd 31T8T quic fadn #| fa #fl off 9 A% e & 6 o fwi @1 ot wEd & WY A1 wHEi @ WX
® IR H PO Taawed! T8l @it | el faw won wA ot 438 € # g fImh wem 6 fpwEl & an A v oA wed ARl fedt @ ae ek

v @ IR A ff wEa < Wiy, 78 Rawe A 1€ (@) o e Rargy 9918€] (@)
TeqE AHEied [ &Y oft, 3F g 4o Wiyl

SHRI RUPCHAND PAL (HOOGLY): Mr. Speaker, Sir, farmers are reeling under drought and flood and they are
committing suicide. &€ (Interruptions) They are not getting remunerative prices. ...(Interruptions) At such a time,
this Government has declared a war against the farmers of the country. ...(Interruptions) It is a strange spectacle
that partners of this Government are speaking in one voice here, demanding withdrawal of the increase, but their
Finance Minister is saying outside that he will not withdraw it....(Interruptions)
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SHRI S. PALANIMANICKAM : On this particular issue, all the allies are speaking in one voice. ...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Palanimanickam, please sit down.

...(Interruptions)
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MR. SPEAKER: Shri Janardhana Reddy may speak now. He is the former Chief Minister.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Let me listen to a senior Member.
...(Interruptions)
SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY (NARASARAOPET): Sir, | am a disciplined Member. | am waiting for my chance.

The country is passing through unprecedented drought. Everybody knows that. The farmer who is giving food to
others is now begging for food. When such is the situation, the Government has presented a worst Budget and a
shameful Budget to the farmer. Even the Minister of Agriculture has gone on record saying that this increase in the
price of fertiliser is unjustified. Shri Yerrannaidu, who is supporting the Government with 29 Members of his Party
has also gone on record saying the same thing. But unfortunately, they tell something and vote for something else.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Sir, voting is not a solution for every problem. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY : Similarly, Shri Palanimanickam also opposed this increase. ...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Dasmunsi, | want to go to your subject now.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shri Pandian may please speak now.
...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Shrimati Renuka Chowdhury, no walk out on this issue.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI N. JANARDHANA REDDY : This has become the practice of this NDA Government to increase the price and
give BJP a chance to represent and roll back. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI P.H. PANDIAN: On behalf of my Party, we support the farmers. Farmers are the backbone of the Indian
economy. Farmers are producing food. In that, the essential raw material for the farmer is fertiliser. Without manure,
he will not be able to cultivate. About two years back, the same issue was raised when the same kind of hike was
given effect to. After a heated argument and after a heated debate in this House, it was rolled back. The farmers
are unorganised. Even in villages and districts the farmers are unorganised.

| would like to submit that we have to extend an organised parliamentary support to the farmers who are
unorganised. So, | would appeal to all the Members and also the Government to come to the rescue of the farmers
and reduce the hike in fertiliser price. ...(Interruptions) The fertiliser price hike will seriously affect farmers and if the
hike is not rolled back, they will lose interest in farming. So, to promote farming and to produce more foodgrains, we
have to support the farmers. My party is supporting the farmers.

st IFTSiiaTer A & sred wed, Pt J3At a8t 99 g €, B 430 ¥ G w1 Ry e 218€) (@aum)
MR. SPEAKER: | am asking the Minister to reply.

...(Interruptions)
MR. SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, would you like to say something?

...(Interruptions)
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SHRI PRIYA RANJAN DASMUNSI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are walking out in protest of the hike in the price of
fertilisers.

12.31 hrs.
(At this stage, Shri Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi and some other
hon. Members left the House.)
...(Interruptions)
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SHRI K. YERRANNAIDU : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Congress Party need not teach any lessons to all of us. We are not
walking out. All the allied parties are united on the issue of the hike in fertiliser price. We are putting pressure on the
Government and we are demanding the Government to roll back the increase in the price of fertilisers.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI P.H. PANDIAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, we want to sit inside Parliament and debate this issue. The hike in the price
of fertilisers should be rolled back. We have a definite stand on this issue. The interests of the farmers should be
protected. My leader, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu said that the increase in the price of fertilisers should be
rolled back. We have to support the farmers and without them we cannot have enough foodgrains in the country. If
they do not produce foodgrains, there will not be any existence of human life in the country. So, on behalf of
AIADMK, we appeal to the Government to roll back the hike in fertiliser price, as they had done two years back.




