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Title: Discussion regarding problems being faced by farmers raised by Shri Ramiji Lal Suman on 12 March, 2001 (Concluded).
MR. SPEAKER: The time allotted for this discussion is two hours.
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SHRI ANADI SAHU (BERHAMPUR, ORISSA): Madam Chairperson, when | stand here to speak after Dr.
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, | shiver because of the hammer and tongs approach of Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
- a saintly appearance with a barbed tongue; and he is incongruity personified.

When | am speaking on the farmers, | think | would harp upon the incongruities that we have been facing in this
country, so far as the plight of the farmers is concerned. | fully agree with Shri Ramjilal Suman, Shri Sahib Singh
and Shri Satyavrat Chaturvedi - all the three of them are absent today — for having shown concern for the plight of
the farmers in this country. But let us not forget that if | have a hammer, | should not think that everybody is a nail,
as Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh might have thought about it. All are not nails and one should not have a hammer
to hit upon everybody, at every moment, at every opportunity.

The plight of the farmers is really very difficult in India. | would start with the basic requirements the farmer had and
the planners thought of. | am not going into different approaches of Parties and all those things. What has been
thought of for the farmers over the years? The concern is that the imbalances that have to be corrected so that the
farmer could have a better life in society.

So, when we thought of imbalances, we thought of removing the imbalances so far as the commodity is concerned,
so far as regional imbalances are concerned and so far as trade difficulties are concerned.

The commodity imbalance refers to production of crop. We had the Green Revolution where importance was given
to five main crops - rice, wheat, Bajra, Maize and Jawar. Everybody knows that the Green Revolution has been a
success. But the success has had difficulties for us. Too much has been creating problem for us. So, the
commodity approach and the Green Revolution have created problem for us in the sense that we have had, in
1999, about 208 million MT of foodgrains. Where to keep and how to utilise it? Last year, because of the vagaries
of the nature, | think, three million MT was less. But still, we have had difficulties so far as the commodity balancing
is concerned.

Now the basic necessity is to have a commodity balance. We had corrected the imbalance. Now we have to have a
balance, and for that balance, let us see how the present Government has been tackling the problem. It has been
tackling the problem to see that the farmer gets the due for his produce. Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh was
mentioning about the plight of the farmers and the distress sale. | fully agree with him. In his State, in my State and
in many other States, there has been distress sale of paddy. It has been creating problem for us. But the
Government of India, from time to time, has been fixing the minimum support price of agricultural produce. There is
a High Power Committee — CACPR or something like that.

It decides during the Rabi season and during the Kharif season as to what should be the price of commodities and
the incentive level is taken into account to fix the price. Incentive level means what the farmer could expect for his
produce so as to see that he is able to make both ends meet. So, whenever the Minimum Support Price is fixed, this
is taken into account. Last year, the MSP for various agricultural commodities was increased between Rs. 10 and
Rs. 110. This year also, it has been increased. Shri Yashwant Sinha, in his statement on the Finance Bill, was
telling yesterday as to how much money had been given to farmers last time. But whatever it is, the commodity
imbalance has to be corrected now. It is absolutely necessary. The farmer has to go in for different crops.



The second thing is regional imbalance. | am coming to Bihar without any acrimony to anyone. Bihar is having
regional imbalance so far as unresponsive administration is concerned. The administration is not responsive to the
plight of the people living there. We may say many things, but the unresponsive administration is the main cause for
the plight of the farmers in Bihar. There are many other things also. Take the case of Orissa. There, connectivity is
the main factor. In Chhattisagarh also, connectivity is the main factor due to which the farmer is not able to send his
articles outside for sale.

The third thing about imbalance is trade. Whenever we produce a little, whenever the farmer is able to produce a
little, he should be able to sell it in a proper manner to the Government, to private parties and to other people so as
to ensure that his produce does not go waste. In order to ensure that he is able to sell the excess foodgrains that he
has produced, of late, for the last two years, the Government of India has been giving incentives by way of cold
storage, by way of godowns and by way of many other things, and for those incentives also, some sort of tax
holiday is being given. There is flow of credit to the people for setting up godowns.

You would kindly agree with me that the cooperative credit system has been a failure in India, and because it has
been a failure in India, the farmer has to sell his produce in distress at a lower price. Had the cooperative credit
system been good, had it been able to get good flow of credit, he could have utilised or he could have kept his
articles for some time. | am giving an instance of maize which is being produced in my constituency Berhampur in
Orissa. There are refugees from Tibet. They also produce maize. The tribals in my constituency also produce
maize. The Tibetan refugees do not sell their maize immediately after production. They keep it for three or four
months because they get all the incentives that are required for them. So, they keep it for three to four months and
sell it for Rs. 650 per quintal at an appropriate moment, whereas a tribal has to sell it immediately because he is
living hand to mouth and gets Rs. 300 per quintal or a maximum of Rs. 350 per quintal. That is the imbalance which
has been creating problem for us. That has engaged the attention of the Government in different ways. That is why,
for a good productivity system, the Government of India has started indicating as to what would be the future course
of action.

Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh, would you mind sitting here and listening to me?
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SHRI ANADI SAHU : Madam, thank you for the reprimand.

What | have been saying is that it has engaged the attention of the Government of India and that is why, the
National Agriculture Policy has come. What is the Agriculture Policy which has been indicated a number of times?
The able and efficient Minister had indicated earlier also as to what are the five or six points which are there in the
Agriculture Policy. There is mentioned a growth rate in excess of four per cent. That is most important.

A growth rate that is based on efficient use of resources, and conservation of soil, water and biodiversity;
Growth with equity, that is, growth which is wide-spread across the regions, and farmers. The regional
imbalance, as | was telling earlier, has to be corrected now.

Growth that is demand-driven and caters to domestic markets;

And the last but not the least is sustainable, technologically, environmentally and economically viable growth.

These are the few things which have been, as | was telling earlier, hammered into us by concrete steps in the
National Agricultural Policy. Whenever we think of these policies, as | was telling you earlier, the productivity factors
that have to be taken into account for the farmers of India are: (i) the system identification, and (ii) diversification.

You have heard yesterday Shri Yashwant Sinha telling about the land use, land development, and all those matters
related to land, that is, diversification, the system identification and value additions. | indicated that the system
identification is most important. In what manner we can produce foodgrains at a cheaper rate, and the farmers
should be able to sell it at a higher rate, that is the basic requirement. Whenever we think of system identification
etc., we are thinking of subsidies, the fertiliser subsidies. The Rs. 13,000 crore food subsidy indirectly helps the
farmer because his produce, wheat or rice, has to be sold immediately. That way, he does not have the distress
sale.

Now, most important is whenever we are thinking of diversification, | am reminded of an old English rhyme. The old
English rhyme says:

"Old McDonald had a farm



Yeah, yeah, ho

A quack, quack here

A quack, quack there

A quack, quack everywhere
Old McDonald had a farm
Yeah, yeah, ho

A mow, mow here

A mow, mow there

A mow, mow everywhere
Old McDonald had a farm
Yeah, yeah ho

A neigh, neigh here

A neigh, neigh there

A neigh, neigh everywhere"

Meaning thereby that in his farm, he had a flock of ducks; in his farm, he had cattle; in his farm, he had horses.
Now, there is no necessity of horse-power. There is necessity of implements -- mechanical implements or any sort
of agricultural implements -- for the farmers. For agricultural implements, you have said that lots of incentives have
been given by the Government to ensure that the farmer is able to buy tractors, tillers and all other required
machinery at a cheaper rate. | think, 25 per cent subsidy is being given to him in many aspects and, at the same
time, for quack, quack and mow and mow, the animal husbandry and dairying facilities are being extended by the
Agriculture Ministry in a very liberal way. Things are being bought so that the old McDonald of the Scottish origin
could be an old Indian farmer with mow, mow, with quack, quack and with all other things that are necessary to
have diversification. Not only protection of cereals will help him, but also he must have fish farming, horticulture and
so many other things. That is why, it has engaged the attention of the Government to make it a unified process of
production so as to ensure that the farmer does not have any economic disadvantage vis-a-vis the other persons
who are in the urban area or other persons who are taking to different types of activities.

| hope, | am not extending the time, Madam. Please give me another five or six minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN : | can give you only two more minutes because there are many speakers from your side.
SHRI ANADI SAHU : That is too less a time, Madam.

We are thinking of subsidies. The fertiliser subsidy, it has been, seen does not go to the farmer. It has also
engaged the attention of the Ministry of Fertilisers and Chemicals. They have come out with a paper wherein, within
a period of five years, it would be phased out so that the subsidy goes to the farmer directly. They are working on it
to ensure that the subsidy level for the farmer is given.

So far as the seeds are concerned, the seeds which are required for the farmer are being subsidised, and
Corporations are being set up. The Agriculture Ministry's Annual Report indicates a very good idea as to how seeds
are to be given at different places. Lots of incentives are being given to the producers or the breeders; and the
foundation and certified seeds are being taken up.

15.00 hrs.

But as | said, flow of credit is most important for the farmers. Unless there is a flow of credit, the farmers would not
be able to survive the difficult situation that they are facing...(Interruptions)
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MR. CHAIRMAN : It sounds like a nursery class!

SHRI ANADI SAHU : Madam, so far as the flow of credit is concerned, you would kindly see from the annual Report
of the Ministry of Agriculture that the credit flow last year was to the tune of Rs. 22,032 crore, whereas the credit
flow this year has been to the tune of Rs. 41,764 crore. This has been done to ensure that the farmers get good
amount of money from different banks. The Kisan Credit Cards have been introduced. The Insurance sector has
also been opened up so that the vagaries of nature do not play truant on the farmers whenever they go to field for
cultivation or for taking up some other activities. So, one could find that step by step the farmer is being helped by
the present Government under the able leadership of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee and our very efficient Minister of
Agriculture, Shri Nitish Kumar. These are being done to ensure that the farmers do not have any difficulty.

Madam, Shri Raghuvansh Prasad Singh was mentioning about the WTO. WTO is being thought of to be a "ghost'.
A “ghost' does not exist but we think it is a ghost. In the WTO regime, a WTO compatible price mechanism is being
worked out by the Government India. | hope, Shri Raghuvans Prasad Singh will go through the price mechanism
that is being thought of by Government of India to ensure that the subsidy component is WTO compatible. When we
are thinking of the WTO, when we are thinking of the tariff restrictions we are putting on others, it would create a
balanced level-playing field for our farmers too. We should not get worked up on that issue. It would take a few
months to work out in a proper manner as to how we can tackle the WTO regime in a very efficient manner. We
have some difficulties in selling our produce immediately but we should not have a cynical approach to it and in the
near future, with our policy being concrete, we would overcome this difficulty.

st Sud. aXrs (wiiadic) | awNfa FAEear, 214 T & oI &1 sfus 39 <9 &1 wd forar Wi, o o yer | 39 <9 § feamt
P SUeT §¢ &, AR <W # fhami 4 M-y 7 g€ 8 . 3 gpHa 3 At & s 9 s # forar smgmi g9 sfoe # a8
Fei g9 gHHG W onr, e el @Y, W 99 & M9 P €, S9! gled fiarere o At ¥ a1 4 21 g3 snust gy d
fe=t & TP #e™ AR ga $AR Sft #1 9 dfwat arg on @ € S v framl @ gred B @ SEd g Hee b gl pae A fw @ @ | F

STH! qrevrT arEdr ga€’

AN 319 91 39 dTeld FT I 98 ST,

a1a o wefeaal #ft Rafrem o ft 21

9 # fpamt R & wrera @ #1 A siiwsl @ a/@ em SR Wefiar aw ww, i a8 T AEwaqel gu 2

U R 2w ¥ e 2, fpaml # faar @) a8 seHife |d @t Rod 81 Ay oar S, sar arefia o w5t ot 39 o wew F e = €
Si 4gd T4 S € & e feami @ geid § agd GuR & T4 2| TAN A @ w5t Sff a9ie 09 $d 9HY 9gd 4 Y @ U ofda wE@l
AT 3 Gl W Ugel 1980 W AIHY 1991 TF W HE I=H ATSTYT AT BT g3ll, S 1991 | iHY 2000 T, 3 TS HSId ¥
e 239 Pferas &1 & on «if a8 weas 200 FiferaT e <& T 21 39S 3 JTel @t a1 IRt 2 791 T P € fF 9 A g8 @
eifer Wi-Re fifRas (1980-1991) # &7 39 URIed 311 9 oIl o/d SWH Tedy 39 Hikas # &9 18.6 wiowm R o1 R & 399 3 Wt
i @t 91 TE B HHehl | Agereisd @ W Rarss MY 2, a8 one @ # 25.5 forwa oft ok ovR 9t 3wR & et o 30 faferm= e gt
oft <ifth a8 TeaR 18.6 MR %8 S| I8 a1 &1 AT & 3R PR WA &R 3= & i H agd g9! DAl 13 7l

15.06 ¥t (5t q@= wwR Fga diowiv gY)

THTafe AEIGY, A7 <9 & UH Uid, faEr & ora € & Rraat < o g @ ==t wdl 21 fave R W16 & Ave § WeR &1 fEaE @t
forerft foreT 8, 39 R gl & fewoft & & € AT U T o TR e i o A € 999 9 2 3R 98 I8 9@ od © f 1902 H
e W9 ot P WReER 7 i @R wied ® R W) gwaad [Bd O g 14 @ 6 e 96 9Hy Srer-orer T8 8 "adhd O wifth ame @
GaR S ATg 2. A " H@A ot e mmedn § ok R A R & g oren @ 6 sima S st S Rl @1 &% w9 A e €, aw
@aY 3 @ q15 U fiee Ht st a1 iftraR =€l a=ian fh o1y 3% eiee W favrom & e & ‘g 8ifw fear’ A aaman € f: "Petty
politics behind WTO appointment bungle." @a= # @z #t forar mar 2 &% "After having scuttled the appointment of
Hardeep Puri," wex # forar mar 2 f sxdugd Rrer gar #5it ok $five @ daa & wavsy, o), S A, gswarck # € frgaa
f&ar man en, @ "India's Deputy High Commissioner, an acknowledged expert on trade issues, to this position, the

Commerce Ministry has decided to break all rules by giving the present incumbent S. Narayan an unprecedented
fourth extension." smra! wxeR 7 ¢ Akft Tracem & 21 99 39 G A o O @ FEr I I P AT 3 WR DA A gwaeyH $
T 3O S AE SR €, Ry oMy srdfgTe fha, 3HY 99d W W T ! 8, 39 9 W ey e @ anfee) # A
H3 St ¥ faeet oW 6 37 Aifed T iR 30 Bel B dedardy oif 98l ghaR AMpaY &, 6! dgf Wl w| 399 a8 Wt foar & &
& P Tigeie B Wg B3 B forn ureH Ffey 3R IfSRie wie ot fire g o, 98 whd FAifiet JREe AT A wew B A-ge R
faan 21 st HewE & SRl TSfffea wew @ W afSorai S T8 €, 399 a9 gE g ara 3R HIE el & bt | gfd Ty B B,
gafay # siws 72 < @ gl § Badt U6 WTE, S oewe v AR wied @t RA S Ulideava wftic & $IR 8, IS ted GAreAT |
A= P FA St 59 e aR dret o 91 @1 T 9§ g7 gWifdd o dfe o9 78 Rere v 2l

Now, the record says:



"Unfortunately, after five years of implementation of the expected market, excess opportunities have not
materialised. The FAO has reported upon the whole view. Studies reported improvement in agricultural
exports in the post QR period. "

Hon. Krishi Mantri ji, the typical finding was that "there was a little change in the volume exported or in
diversification of products and destination.

Thereatfter, it is also written, and | quote:

"According to the statistics, the share of developing countries in world's agricultural exports remains low "

Mr. Chairman, Sir, from 31.7 per cent in 1972, it fell to 25.4 per cent in 1992 before increasing to 30.7 per cent in
1996-97.

This is the figure, Nitish Kumar-ji, which is smaller than the figure of 25 years earlier. =g 25 @ra wgat @t foR 2 | 578
FAR SATYDT & a7 Bt oond & | it WTO |, 571, 7 vied 11 ol fag S, o S99 a1 dw @ 3R $1g a1a 8 81 9ot o |

AEIGY, WS A AT B HiEG Al & | ¥ DY EFe By, W AU UK &, BT P I Hel aredt g | e forar @ -
a1 77 ST 999 989 ©,

e at @t \id | TEd |

e & w4 fr=1 2 919 a,

Sl el €, 98 HE A |

AT U] W -9 So9H @Y 9T 8, @ifde M9 Ralege= <9 # g9R 9aa A oM iR fFami 3 89 Ied @ wa el | 59 ad @ s
woft, st qerda Rewer, 7 ot 7 2 6 9% T e R TE B Wt off | I Qe dIAd §U, 9 91d B del € | Heled, # HeA dredl §
facht @ e € 5 FCI &t fRwds ot &t ==t 4o @ik eRarn & feami # & | FCl # aga a1 w=a & | 3mue! w4 Ao &6,
=TT HeT Hft A B qEA 700 FRAS BUY BT A qTER DY AEX q9-a AMRAT §R, N (aAGIC FRA ¢, Igd ol © | 39 Hag 7 F Q@
Wl HEE OeRl B TR Hdl T UH FANSH A qTel A1 F AUH! 97 I § 39 A B WY fF oy gt o FREA | gEy waftw
AN & AR FHAE TR H 9 @ax vt 8, Iad M # ygdHe A arsan g

"Worst harvest in USA may open new lands for Indian Wheat."

It is further said that, "Chicago price which was earlier at the lowest, 2.20 dollar per bushel is today 2.66 per
bushel."

AR foam S g, 311 & 2, S9! e TR wgferad <t S, A1 a8 961 &31 |, 39 HR 4 U6 feuvft =1 aedn § | s9R 7
T, AN gWE off, FE w@ O 5 39 wdy § 6l 9t ve HAS e @ | F v 3t Smerdt & forg wew a9t off werht afafy @
ARy, ot va.ge gentmfaed, @t RUE @ 31w e @rEar § | R # foran @ -

"The Committee was distressed to find that allocation for the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation,
as percentage of Central Plan Outlay has been continuously declining. "

Mr. Chairman, Sir, what are they doing. It has been continuously declining. As against the percentage share of 1.87
per cent in 1999-00 and 1.66 in 2000-01, the share of the Department of Agriculture and Cooperation in 2001-02
was only 1.51 per cent.

3OY 9 o 3R oo Bt T19 T8 8 bl B o 29§ 70 wfeva F @t o) iR & ok Sus forn & RS H9E st R @ @ s
w A e 7 B FEET quTrell SR SHEE HAfe] F SN 91 el A8l &l Abdl| 3 ATl FHA H AUD! B3 F& Had gqd folg Fomm
B amfad fewoft

"The Committee was constrained to note that an important scheme of revamping of co-operative sector
has still not been approved by the Planning Commission."

Y FAT PR @ 8¢ IR WA HHIIT FHD! YT T8l B @1 & A1 Y FT B @ 81 39 ol frami & f2a & a1 & &l ot Fraa @wa
781 8, 4 39 W H1E feuol s =€l arean €1 afpT dR-4R Tum=y gy o € I8 a6 3ud WA 21 3uh! RIS R P RAE w1 e
&1 =nfey|



qes % &1 IR 8 I1 DI 3N IR 81, 9e Afens! ger @ 91 3t ot & 9w 9 & 6 56 e arel A § sraid araR § ey
BT | ifhT # Sio=Y P arean g 6 e oK € F e @ v i e @ o Farl Hoigy SR WeY R fER & 4o #F o € efiv
3R U P @oE ¥ UH-UH FEET o8 I wnget o e fra 99 e Aug @Y 399 $9 < 39 91 B 3R ff Sud! e g+ B
T, H.3ME B oA SEl aFl ol @ Y @aes 8 @ W 39 @ wrens WeR # 70 ke anrer < €

wufe ft, TorEn & Ra # a1d F arer A e w5 off ofk e WAl St @ g ot v waR ong €1 # U ara gar arear g ofdA
T & fog 781 afew Red & g sarn arean €1 o< 98 6.50 fiFe w Al =9 & e} A s S =) SR, f, 9 7 SEend
uiie faeet Sifes v ufig Fef war & ik Rt fsara " How to win Election” s wf¥g g€ 3 a8 4 91| 9a &+l & qu @ ae Jsf
25 Y fpel #§ fra @ 9| 49 99 g 6 oy wE Fun ug w@ € | S we 5 gu o @ 5 3w qu A @ dRRar 7€ ok R #de
Al & f & qarad &1 T I81 HECT TR AfAF W AFH HAA FAred 8| T A wEgoot St gl T §1 § FE W@ O fF IoRE &R
ORI # F& & FROT AR G B FH & HROT AT (91 9YET 997 & A7 A9GR 81 2 © iR god b " P R 7oy dMM & ar H
TR ff # ot 7 X @ € gg F qun g g1 o 3R sRaron § a8 erd Ba mft @ o s A Wi, sfire ok weddt eRa wd)
o W A o R € wife ast ag drd v wh &) use O g @ SR ST AT 8w € 381 § SR oR SHe ugEe 39 M | WY

T | SIS F41 Bm? gArses fHwew # "More than 2,70,000 animals had been slaughtered up to the 218! March." sr 7@
Y AR H o T A TR U P T BN ? §H UR ATIHT THIRAT ¥ & 3 & oowd 2l

# aues W@ U 3R a1 A1 =Edl gl 98 urdl @ IR Io} d1d 2| wWEfig =edt 3t arer St foret oft urdl A @ @i, 9 fhurEi & Ue agd
T3 offer A1 7 frelt aaw dome TRw FW TS B e A R

el gerT IR agd a9 W B ieY Bl efHad A M fHA1| 98 9 gAR @ 7E €1 F 39 919 W @ UHe Bl gl R Vi I AR =Aed
o1 FiE fFamil & 9gd a8 a1 9| 39S 918 < & fHUHl HI 9ga afean ey et Sdfiera fiel| oner @8 #R @9 98 €1 F 999 few w
Ut Urél SR gER W AT B WG A g IHT Hal g

1 Ao el T8 wew & @ fafSie firar Stet el A siceen $17 doa 7 700 A A scAEq @ 700 WA HRAE g H wEIE §¢
| S ¥w " o A A" @ AR AT 8, o SW Q¥ # e SR A wem €1 B9 @ &6 R wet F [ ost 2, ey sea
weradt ®e| e w5 3 an # T ww @ €2 § ff = | et FEm 5 v 3 Sova @ P o 59 e @ 919 oR-ER Sy S At @
BTe A Sl Rfaa o fis. &1 Rer 2 | "ges it o fidft" onu 9@ R W) S A 98 B ABEIE Hhe Hel dcHed | e &
forg o e 8, 39 AN W Ue HefieRia uiferelt a¢| §6 T W SUDI IW 7A1 AR

a1d ¥ v SVERE T omud axvil H faRlt A aEan g1 3 ST BT § 99 S FHEd § o HIerdT 7 99 B vtareaw uifersdt 1 e
s wred F H ghieear wiferefl & oft | vfiepeax § S sTaa M1 98 HIAW UK B T § | SN WA B TwG D qqIaD Pt Al b
wfee= & gafes Right to reside anywhere by adopting choice occupation. It is given under Article 19(1)(e) and (g). It
is deprivation of protection to a farmer to buy land anywhere. f&ft s&w &1 fFar et sFE STHx o+= o @@ &1 aF
FIEICIT g & ofehT &8 U9l A 9% uiedt g ¥ Uond F H9 | HH 15-20 G T HOGY ATHY a9 & SR T AR A wd &1 9
o # wrgen 21 Af? deme @ faeelt feer @1 @8 You have no right whatsoever to purchase land in other States. # @wgrar €
% 3O SuTeT et B B 919 A8 SNi| AT § MY 3H W IR Hl

I wR B w H 3UET IR FdHe Y g 6 g Ayt Ay w e 3 diem & arawr

ST.YHPY HEHARAT (H18) © FWURT HEIgd, dgd Ayl fara w \ed # =df 81 @l 8| e arsrd A 29 &1 Ha ? Wfd S9! |ar
W IueT eict 31ME ® 3R 98 W1 W gl %@ 21 39 g@i B urel iR Ao § TN 8T BY B P AARHa! &l AT B grera Qo St 2
S1q forT &1 €/ oM, SEA Y &1 B B B B Ha B et H 39 qa W R @ {aR w1 3 oo 2] g9 Qe € 6 Aidte
PAR S fHEF S goord q9H & oIy ¢ S a1 HifH STREIRN & SR I96 AW Uh g91 Hhe 1 141 ¢l 98 I= 3Hd I &1 ¢
IS S| 8 gal o & {6 310 U 1 S HICRH 3% Wi At U Brfd 5w fdd g1 718 St Aifdy a1 &v I77eht GRe & &1
lecaicaul

AN <9 H fham wae WY Wt H &1 SHat e afy s ot €, o8 98 @ 8@, WiewE 81,99 WaH W) i3 war 81 w9t arf
et 8, gl Bt 8, it gaTs us ST & 3R Wi Ul & BRI IWH! A Bl AT B AR & Afp IH IHEA S T A8l A
21 g9 39 91 Bl GH-A1 2 & 3/ BEd 91 S A HRA B BN DI T &1 AT IS99 WBRI 4 IH W B {397 eqr 7 27|
IIMEWT B AR W A Y29 # 3 dF Hi i Ao @) T H 11 Y FE ang ot B 7 E A A A S F F W g, swH i
fopan T 8, woe &1 diw E v T 21 A R U ged S 9Tl § {6 o ff wEa &1 1 A 9 @ S S6 wed 9 8, 9wt
dta1 fopan =i = 3 fedft aediar, fren @1 18w fFar 9, a9 Pl W e & wraer fire aadar 2

| AEEE, B9 WG WA, 9T fee, S s 1 A R @ ek arwr dnfe g 21 e o # ffs el ok srwe S #
<l | Heaftra 718 73 @Il andt W&dt © o o el o e =l afdT 97 Ao 3t 95 T79) 37 91 2 R FaE 9% 98 T
& ugw urcht &1 frem B T i, 9 vy W SHET S TN HE 2, T§ TS fpel 9 el ugg urcht #1 W<l | et i
at F SR I ISRl B TE wd §1 gl Wt a8 aaie Pl a@ T8 uga w @ 21 39e fad & fadn R w9t smavadan 2

S i g9 Uel §, SWH fagel A ®er € & fBar &of 7 U971 81ar 8, ol 7 Fadr § 3R R &l § € SHS! gEeflen wHIE € it 2
AT Tl STd AT SN BT FHY AT, Fd< Filcied @ doi d [haT ga 141 o1, IT4 qfekd Fe & & ford A6 v g &1 7 off 5t
M B S | fRa & o Raerd 7€ §) suferd § agm 6 98 wew, WRa 3R TW & F e =gy a1 e B $9 @ W
ot & ford =wo1 frer o |

wufy ofl, TR <9 # Y- d@ & Afea fReaml @1 aRum 5 9= 4-Reme 9% @1 oe 99 Fe1 9 8| i 9 Rod & o adapa 96 |
AT R DI 1T AT TR fHAET B 0T IHR I e 2



q R §6 A R ol 3 sigt ft oo orn € 576 a8 ool aeft 1 €, 9 Saed e M €1 o o S w8k g T
g & fow @die 9, 9 e ™ €1 F At i W=t St 3t g=ae T f = do61 @1 a8 ey F¥d E wHsitar aem gers, R
SR T & TR FHST B B BIRE BY 31R 3HH TR Al @ ol w03 1 99d g8 &1 S T8 IS T | HEN aaren
forami @1 wEd veE @t 81 F wHsan & 5 fFal & e S ot @t o aven 3 Sue IR qAfdaR R #t savgadn 8l feamt o
A AT FVI, HH @ATH TR T AT HAT RAT A AT w9 § T ot weft @Y areet o wad #

|y 7EE, ¥ U gEY a9 FE aEd g od IR A Flt A am w A fF o fru Sl vwa s wRR @ aem g fgwaa @
forg S8 Tens | @ifF afY 98 v a1q ofiR Tara af & iR wurer ya=ran gt | omu et 1 W Hew dern g «ife e #t wkdt
H a1 §7YcH AT 8, IDT B UaT B A fha @Al g &, Ak SW SHAT AT qod el ok 39 e | W qew R iy
a9 g9 forari &1 waret ffd &% aad &1 A sted off 7 wfee @1 oflv wad i\ Ao @t anen @ feaEl @ f@a A 9ga A em
frar g1 @ift S0 T WRBR B TAX ToR @ B AEEHAT & 5 T H A B Soal ¥ STeal AN B, s el & @ fra wa1

39 a9f YW & HRY Bl ¢ AR avas g8 &1 Ao af ofafe & sror v wag g2 off| ife e fiwr @ A A @9 @ SR 9%
foreft wr @1 Femasn T8 fran| s fraT aga waET @Yl § 81 % SRl W EHR 9 TeTEeisit @ ArTa | ol €1 39 Rt @ A
& forg & fpamT & SR fadn wu & e &1 v

|ART 7RG, TF Ao # ok Fe At § 5 S @ 7' 49 gy § FifPaa w9 @ 9 ond | surar e e, &<t @ 99 ge @ gwi £
A ©, Afp T AR FTRTHT & RO 89 @R SR [BAMI S a1 781 DX ol T8 SR AT Al & da f0 89 & | ey
W HEH & Aew | e ¢ & fFaE #t e gHifiees a9 mnfte, St @R w9 9 el @ semt @ ara el R gy, e g
woifaes aRae ¥ oR Soox fFarl & fia § 9 g9 fiaey R&aa S8 a9 89 ) &1 welr &% i, =&l dr 9o gerq @i, O ==
e # gaw Bt B ofR St uRem w4 $B & el

wTafer AEted, framl & R @ oy daewd ok Sved 3t savadan gt 21 Fiffad w0 9 37 R S8 gerg wt =Ry ok e
R @ Fdw ft 9 5 o], @i fraEt @ am e @) gue i @ F e s 9 g 5 99 el @ o waa ot @ e
9N B FI W G IUD I IHAG H BHA AT & A SUD HSRVT BT BIg ¥au el 8, Talh BHA & HSRVT I HavAT g aeqH gl Wl
weoft-wroft & fFem 2, S Tt el da FRa & S Siedl e B Ot 8, I Plos TR SR HSRUT HY AawIHT Bt 81 q A & 5 7
Ft Hifey § snewoft Hidfrar Fomm ot « vervr srawen & fog R e+ R &1 swa forg § S a=amk a1 g

# WRHR ¥ e Bl g & 9 and 391 FE § 99 W A o1 39 e < @) ifYaa wu 9 e e @ w | ) a9l
T UGl B WY F BT AT HA § 6 3 g e 1wy R

sitwelt war wa (agf) @ e wafy AeeT, 77 o Rr EER wre SufRia gen @ 6 uw sia ik At § g9 W =at @ iRy,
3R oo 39 A w3 dem @t srgEfa &, sue fag 7 suat smardt g

a9 € 6 gR 39 H 1991 H S A=A ol AT SUSD ATAR 74 Ufawrd Sierar Arivr genrant § @t @ ok @ft & I ol 81 @ v @
Tg WA 31@ 70 W O A= o7 TS B, O AT A A a4 B, TR A1 W @l 74 9fiwa S @A 8, 92l b A A R S-S e
P TTE 2, T I TNE T WRBR o1 @ TE T @ AN 3R T 1 @ ¥ Y I i i § @ 3 w7 E i Y s @
HYT ARG 7€ O G #t § 31 arecht g A o o Wi 7 1E € TR @ e ) fREE 89 @ A S A 3rgea 8, SHe R W
# 39 ad HeT e gl

gl 919 I 6 g ugel &t oft o qw g on £ e A snerEad @t &, e fse d9-ar el ¥ @ g9 ® €1 ey
o € 6 e R #, 7ERIg ?, U9Te B, 31y uew &), Feted B, fFum ol W aga guft war o, 3 wout 7 ot frer ¥ st #t €
704 Fel feaat ot @ ¥ 7 wra wfey| § wweh g 6 framt 9 e ot 78 2| fram @t ot W e @ ok swet e st
TR A & @ A1feT| S gaR Wig 7 3nft 78l W FE, S H weud €| eeife I8 99 R W a1 P, TR 9G 9 frari @ qe i B
3R B9 U@ T § &l SET, 9 S9! BTerd H YU TE o urg|

AT e S AW St 57 S ard FE, A I ard A H e g P wer & R 7 R f i @ Hdfta € STt 99 9% W s
FHE & aeTeH R BT A Ot Bl € o7 SRE B ) A B forg o gema Ry g € SR onft S wATer & et zerft whify @ R
B Ticw @1 134 RS o €, SwH o9 goma Ry Y €, S9! oma & 7 ardd), 99 9@ Rty § gur 78 o gema o &, sRfeat
docft @M, =raid 78t ft Bt &, TR e 5w G | oM 9g € g8 a1 S g @ a1 8 o forari &Y g@ e § e

A AEEY, ST FHET AT 8 3R a8 wE ® P o & ofteT ®, R 9 Sftad € g 9 &R 39 ) e Akl & N @ T2 st
3R oe Al & PRI & Twag 9wl € a9t 89 ol @ ST ey & R A T8 e ur @ €| 9us foy w6 i e anfey 3w wr
TR &R B TR 2l

15.39 al (3reme HeEIey dieriA 8Y)

81 9@l € % a8 Amen fqaré fwmT § Efta 81 7R So1 98 HE1 usT {6 W8l avEd @ 918 916 § & Woul A 9ga SuIal q9Tel il €,
IED! B Y D oY g4 T§ WA A1y 6 O meR & g9 saifaciid @ foe firs a9y € 09 € #9R U9 aga 9 wisfeve O st fawdy
¥ 2 ®er o1 6 A9 arex e W @ 2w F a7 @Rl

S Bl o & arex s it 8 R 39 B =R g ARY| w1 37 R0 A g9 v W I €7 3R 7E 99 A1 g IoM B URRA
et afey, Yar § gama 97 @redt g1 oK arex fire Y A W @ S Y@ usdl €, S IR # 3-4 Wil ¥ 98 W g9 31 W@ g,
TSR § 377 & 8, He 9S¥ BeAIATe H 31 @1 € 3R HERIg S T & 3B fRwdl § gNT o W 8| 3R TF arex e g & wrag g @
ot 39 gens! ¥ oft T wed o iR I8 P o B GHA B g B H ¥eg Bt 39 B A = 70 Wy 991 Hhd €, U WhR A, U
H 97 | GHTE @AM g



T a1 ¥% 2 5 oot framt & fog ot oft gfaemd Steer @ 18 € w3 v "l § 9w o ugadht € ®n @ SEet fed €1 s
T IITERVT FfAfpde ®1 o Al Risieh @t &% w0 # agd wreem 21 fram @ $¥hiem @ g selfRfRd o oy & a1 & Te dw w
& gfERid &1 e @=n 2, S & @ & wR 91ag aR At §, TR S 2iex o €, S g9 Tean €, sud forg A ol gl wgued
21 78 fig § v et & 3i $h B 15 Aiex Tord! & O SHGT 3 b wrar 81 v aRfRfY &Y wow # ot }1 &% oy & fawreht 91
sad fore AR 8, T # 98 waerdt| a8 O AR 8 &, R T g9 S gurR @ A g, a § gera A aredt oft)

TER g9 78 oft FE o f5 Sl mreer onft arer @ AW @ TR W B <R Ot A o €, S FIR AW B fFUr SeT o € SUD ar A
AT WO THA 81 T §| FAMAY T4 gofl © fop S Afest faergy & off| 7R wfens! fiugy o= o7 & o fPee St §97qcw STo &, @
TG BRI PH T3 §, T8l g8 &| 99 d@ 9 B D1 TH AfTSIE Tel DY, HH TE DAl A1 R IHD IR BT SHSB! A e e
TRy, aferst & Y 98 Jou &l <, a9 a@ e & ofie # &7 @ &1 @ gt 78 @Y 9| safey aey @ A o iy g
P, T I8 9@ & fh R AT # &R fory da-de @ Ao feam efw # oelt €1 S a1 W e 8, &AWl #iaW 8, 9de Wik &9 @
IR XD e AT @ &1 O et B \T H 9 FefHed IR dem & forg o 78 2, Ui 8, ercihen} 2, Gufd gl & wiicH 2,
AT wieH g, Rt srgde d IuAT 8T & SR Sl S SuAif 8 ol €1 Iud 31y "uell 3R Hape ura il 8, Addenr sl 2l
1 3 Ea FAl & g 299 fFae 91 8 "eg @1 21 91 Hi 7eg $ 2, 98 I HH 7 ¥ 2 5 9D $T IUAN AR U SfiaT I ofesl
e B & 2l

st wrgaE AR () ;39 |99 © quc A ofR fUod aa & avie § wft 2w A dekd 3t & s an ¥ anu Har 2l

siwdt w1 w9 TR E A onft af el wRfFeew a1 F 7 & W@ § AT wiiwes A 7 S oft gea R € et s aded S
&1 19 &, I81 qead e g3 ©, R dekdl gy ol VA1 & & H wrE qa1 7 orema o, # ofuw agd ¥l ¥ g8 e & el g 5
B AN SEadifha e B TR® W WA AT TS 89 N B Wad SAG1 WA ATBIeT DI TR o1 T AR HRARET v I are
TFHUIE B TF o1 T8 | ¥ fH-9IR J& W 5@ TP A1 FEH B TR @B gAR o7 B ol AR 8, SHD! a1 S eard uiferddt a7 e
HE, 7@ 6 AR et W & B fra wifd 78 S e, Y agd gui @ # dien anedt g

# v ofiR ft 91 NUD! g AEH € SHS 915 H YA AT WHIG H6l | AR T8 Pidpenx gAafid € ae Rad wicdt g1 onft v wig

A mel foo Rad odl ft St = &1 349 T g @ & o WLgamR # W tewews 9@ giar o 3R e & Wl # o yeaiied ol TIid

qrer 3R fHETEl BT S TATIT AT o1, € 3T g% B fo;r ¥ 98 7 QA R AW, 7 AA! X SR, T IHSB! wAl BFf, T AT W w | R
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15.52 hrs.

SHRI A. BRAHMANAIAH (MACHILIPATNAM): Mr. Speaker, Sir, | thank you for the opportunity given to me to speak
about the problems that are faced by the Indian farming community. After 52 years of Independence, the agriculture
sector continues to remain as the main sector of the country and contributes more than 35 per cent to the country's
total GDP. Even today, more than 60 per cent of our population is depending on agriculture and agro-based
industries. But, for the last two years, the growth rate of agricultural products has not increased to even one per
cent due to lack of sufficient funds to the agriculture sector and due to some other calamities like cyclone, drought.
Due to natural calamities, in States like Orissa, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, farmers are not getting remunerative
prices or the Minimum Support Price for their produce.

Take, for example, paddy or wheat or oilseeds or commercial crops like tobacco, cotton, chillies and copra. | am not
going to criticise the present Government or the previous Government.

15.54 hrs (Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh in the Chair)

In the First Five Year Plan, topmost priority was given to the agricultural sector. But in the successive Five Year
Plans, allocation of funds to agricultural sector had been reduced.

| want to bring, through you, to the notice of this august House, and to the notice of the Agriculture Minister that
farmers are facing a number of problems. Everyone is well aware of the same. But | would like to bring to his notice
four or five problems.

As | mentioned, in Andhra Pradesh, the farming community, especially the paddy producers, is not at all getting the



minimum support price at present. Unexpected heavy rainfall from 13 to 16t of April has led to major damage to
the paddy crop. The FCIl is not coming forward to purchase paddy from the ryots. Our Chief Minister, Shri Nara
Chandrababu Naidu has requested, through his letters a number of times our Agriculture and Civil Supplies
Ministers to come forward to purchase paddy from the ryots at a remunerative price. The Government is also
extending maximum support but because of various reasons, millers are also not coming forward to procure paddy.
At this juncture, it is very important to safeguard the farming community by providing minimum support price. As a
matter of fact, it is not limited to paddy crop.

Yesterday, our Parliamentary Party Leader, Shri Yerrannaidu, and some other Members met the hon. Prime
Minister and informed him that sufficient godowns are not available to store plenty of paddy stocks in Andhra
Pradesh. We requested the Prime Minister, and as already promised by the Government, nearly 20 lakh tonnes of
rice is to be exported to other countries. The procured paddy or rice has to be stored in Andhra Pradesh. The rate
was fixed at Rs.675 per quintal, whereas some other countries are offering below that price. That is the reason why
not a single tonne of rice has been exported to other countries. In this connection, | would request the Government
to come forward to reduce the price so that we can export our targeted quantity of rice to other countries.

The farming community is facing another problem. In the recent Budget, 2000-2001, the procurement policy has
been adopted and introduced by the Government. In future, the State Government has to make procurement and
the Central Government can only allot some funds. But there are no infrastructural facilities in the States to store
the procured paddy. At this juncture, it is not at all good to tell the States to take the responsibility or put the burden
on the States to procure or distribute or store. Because of globalisation, the WTO Agreement, and liberalisation, the
farming community is facing a number of problems. So, | would request the hon. Ministers for Agriculture and Civil
Supplies that the Central Government should continue with the responsibility of procurement.

16.00 hrs.

Sir, the farmers of our country are facing another problem due to reduction of subsidy given to fertilisers. In the last
year's Budget, the Government has reduced subsidy given to fertilisers. Due to reduction of subsidy to fertilisers,
many fertiliser units have been closed down. So, in future, we have to depend upon foreign fertiliser units to get
fertilisers. It will hamper the interests of Indian farmers and they have to pay a higher price to get fertilisers. This
has to be reconsidered and we have to, once again, increase the subsidy given to fertiliser industry.

In this connection, | would like to give some details as to how other countries are giving subsidy to their farmers.
The United States of America is providing a subsidy US $ 2,000 per hectare, Japan is providing US $ 700 per
hectare, and European countries are providing US $ 11,000 per hectare whereas our country is providing only US $
17.8 per hectare. If such a low amount of subsidy is given to agriculture in our country, how can our farmers face
the challenges thrown by globalisation, liberal economic policies and WTO? So, we have to increase the subsidy
provided to agriculture in our country. Otherwise, the farmers in our country, who have no infrastructure facilities,
who do not have enough subsidy or new technological methods like biotechnology, will not be in a position to
compete with the farmers in other countries where they are getting thousands of dollars as subsidy towards
agriculture.

Sir, | would like to bring another issue to the notice of the Government and that is regarding palmoline oil. In our
State of Andhra Pradesh, we have encouraged the farmers and we have given subsidy to them. Although the import
duty on palmoline has been enhanced upto 75 per cent, the farmers are not getting the benefits, because the
companies are not giving them remunerative price. So, the hon. Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh has introduced
market intervention scheme last year to help the farmers. Last year, our Government has purchased 65,000 metric
tonne palmoline oil and this year the Government wants to purchase 1,05,000 metric tonne of palmoline oil. So, we
have requested the hon. Prime Minister yesterday that through the market intervention scheme, 50 per cent should
be procured by the Central Government and the rest 50 per cent should be procured by the State Government.
This is very much essential. When large quantity of palmoline oil is imported into our country, we have to protect
our farmers. So, this matter should also be taken into consideration.

Now, I would like to spell out the following measures which have to be implemented to protect Indian farmers.

First, new and innovative scientific methods should be introduced in agriculture. The results of biotechnology
should go to the farmers. Then only we can face the challenges thrown by WTO Agreement.

Secondly, we should expand the mechanism for dissemination of scientific knowledge to the farming community.

Thirdly, developing quality high-yielding varieties of seeds and closing down of public sector seed production
agencies which are wreaking with corruption; fourthly, inauguration of a new era for seed production at the village



level; fifthly, establishment of independent institutions having accountability; sixthly, bringing changes in the statutes
relating to seeds and pesticides.

The other step needed is the establishment of farmers' clubs or societies by taking four or five villages as a unit for
providing access to agricultural tools and modern farming equipment.

Early completion of pending irrigation projects is required. To ensure this, an action plan needs to be prepared and
published.

We should encourage the farmers to introduce changes in their cropping pattern linked to the availability of water
for irrigation and also to give a go-by to single crop system by substitution and also by inter-cropping practices.

Last but not least, the Government has to accord recognition to agriculture as an industry and also allow freedom to
the farming community to determine and control the price structure of their produce.

| also want to bring to your notice the issue of crop insurance. We have already introduced crop insurance scheme
at the village level. But, at present, it is not at all suitable. If we introduce crop insurance at the level of survey
numbers, it will be more useful to the farmers. So, through you, | request the Government to study the crop
insurance policy and introduce it in such a manner so that it is based on survey numbers. Then only, the farmers
can get the benefit. Whenever there is flood, drought or some other natural calamity, he can get benefit from the
crop insurance. Then, something would be given to the farmers. Otherwise, if we introduce it at the village level, it
would not be useful. It is our practical experience.

With these few words, | express my thanks to the Chair. Once again, | request you to, safeguard the interests of the
farmers. While we are facing WTO or globalisation, our Government has to come forward to protect the interests of
farmers.
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SHRI A.P. JITHENDER REDDY (MAHABUBNAGAR): Mr. Chairman, Sir, | thank you very much for providing me an
opportunity to participate in the discussion. A lengthy discussion has taken place till now, for the past three hours,
about the problems faced by the farmers.

Sir, as we all know, agriculture is the mainstay of our economy as it provides livelihood to most of our people. It is
heartening to hear from the hon. President's Address that India had record foodgrains harvest of 209 million tonnes
last year. Our buffer stock has crossed an all time high of 40 million tonnes. It is further heartening to note that India
has become the largest producer of milk and the second largest producer of rice, wheat, fruits and vegetables in the
world. Our beloved country also happens to be the world's fifth largest producer of eggs and sixth largest producer
of fish.

Sir, with this bright picture of the agriculture sector in mind, for which our farmers deserve highest commendation,
the poor plight of farmers continues. In the words of Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, farm scientist "though India is a grain-
surplus country and has over 45 million tonnes of wheat and rice in its godowns, over 250 million children, women
and men go to bed partially hungry everyday". From being food secure, India needs to become livelihood secure
and that is the biggest challenge facing the country today.

The results of the 55! Round of the National Sample Survey Organisation released recently reveal that over 26
crore of the country's population live below the poverty line. In terms of percentage, 26.10 per cent of the Indian
population live below the poverty line. Maore recently, considerable concern has been expressed on whether the
Indian agriculture would be adversely affected by a flood of subsidised imports under the WTO regime which will be
able to enter our market when Quantitative Restrictions (QRs) are removed with effect from 15t April, 2001. There is
an apprehension among the farmers that after the removal of QRs on various agro items, they will not be able to
compete with their imports that will be much cheaper than the present rates prevalent in the domestic market.

Now, coming my State of Andhra Pradesh, | would like to submit that ten districts of the Telengana region of the
State are declared as drought-prone areas. The entire region is hit by drought every year. Agriculture is dependent
only on lift irrigation. Lift irrigation is not properly given and electricity supply is not proper. There is a lot of voltage
fluctuation and the farmers face a lot of problems due to this when the yield is coming in.

The Telengana region does not have proper water, proper lift irrigation system and today there is no adequate
supply of power. The region is facing today a very bad situation. There are no alternative crops which are being
suggested to the farmers. Everybody knows that when there is no adequate water supply, paddy should not be
grown. They should come out with alternate crops. There are so many research centres which have been financed
by the Government and there are NGOs which are moving around with so many schemes. But nobody comes to the
rescue of the farmer.

The farmers in Andhra Pradesh are also suffering with the abnormal power tariff which has been imposed on them.
The commercial products like tobacco, turmeric, groundnut, sunflower, horticulture etc. are not being undertaken
although researches have shown that there is profit in this. This is due to the high tariff of electricity.

The situation is so bleak today that no farmer is encouraging his son to do farming. They are not allowing their sons
to take up the profession which their forefathers have left for themselves. There are a lot of farmers who are
migrating to the neighbouring districts in search of jobs. They are going to other places in other States and are
working on the projects there, leaving behind their profession.

| would like to share my experience with regard to the problems of farmers of my constituency in Mahaboobnagar
district, Andhra Pradesh.

Mahabubnagar is the largest district in Andhra Pradesh where 80 per cent of the population depends on agriculture
and a majority of them are below the poverty line. As | myself belong to the farmer class, | have seen them from
close quarters.

Sir, enquiries have been made. They invest about Rs. 14,000 on one acre of land. After investing Rs. 14,000 on
one acre of land, they wait for the yields. There is no proper supply of water. There is no proper irrigation system
for them. There is no proper supply of electricity. No proper fertilisers are given to them. At the end of the day, the
farmer, who has invested Rs. 14,000 on one acre of land, stands back and waits, with the loans which he has
accumulated, for the yield. The money is being brought on loan and at the end of the day, he does not get anything
from the yield. Thus, either he has to sell his land or he has to commit suicide. Sir, you know that the cotton farmers
had committed suicides and they still linger in our memories. A lot of farmers have committed suicides. The



groundnut farmers had committed suicides. The cotton farmers had committed suicides. Now, | think, it is the turn of
the paddy growers this time.

All the 64 Mandals in Mahabubnagar district have been declared as drought prone areas. Fortunately, last year,
there had been good rains. The farmers were happy thinking that such good rains had come and they could again
go back to their old profession. So, they again went to the moneylenders, took the loans and sowed the seeds.
There was a very good yield which had come out. They had bought the pesticides and were giving the last touches
to the yield so that some insects did not infect the crop, but unfortunately, they did not know that there was a very
big insect coming, that is, WTO. After all this, they have taken their yields to the market and the rate which was
given to them was only Rs. 540 per quintal. With this amount, they could not even pay the interest on the loan
which they had brought in. This again brought them back to square one.

Mr. Chairman Sir, | can see that there is a lot of money which is being earmarked for training programmes for the
farmers. | fail to understand what kind of training is being given to them when they cannot be cautioned about the
WTO and cannot be advised about alternative crops. My concern is that farmers have to be enlightened on WTO
and various other crops which will fetch them some money. Research should be carried on and farmers should be
advised on what would probably fetch them good returns for their toil. This is one part of the sufferings of the
farmers in the villages.

Secondly, | would like to highlight the poor sanitary conditions in the villages. When you go to a village, you can find
only shit everywhere. There are no hygienic conditions in the villages. There is no person to look after these
people. Today, we are talking of the hi-tech information technology all over the world, but we are forgetting our poor
farmers, who are actually the backbone of the country.

| know that the Government is taking good steps. To reduce the impact of WTO, they have made efforts and they
have taken a number of steps. They have introduced heavy import duties on certain agricultural products. As a
matter of fact, duties have been revised upward to safeguard the interests of the domestic farmers, time and again.

For example, the basic customs duty on refined edible oil was increased from 15 per cent to 25 per cent in
December 1999, and a further ten per cent increase in basic customs duty had been effected from July 2000. On

gth March, the hon. Prime Minister has committed to the farmers, in a large gathering of farmers at Kurukshetra, that
the interests of the farmers would be protected.

| am also glad that the Budget 2001-2002 has given some incentives to the farmers like the Kisan Credit Cards,
coverage of life insurance etc. However, there is not much to feel comfortable about it, as there is a lot more to be
done to the poor farmers.

I would like to mention about coverage of life insurance. Today, not even 25 per cent of the farmers have received
their insurance. Seventy-five per cent of the farmers are still moving around the DM offices, around the MRO offices
for collecting the amounts. When this particular scheme has been introduced, | request the Government to also see
that it goes to the end-users and not to the middlemen. Basically, we should not forget that without kisans, our
country is not there. Keeping in view the importance of the farmers, while whatever facilities we are providing to the
other different sectors, we should not forget the farmers.

| conclude by saying that the farmers are the backbone of the country and, therefore, they should not be neglected.
Thank you.
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SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO (KALAHANDI): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | amon a point of order.
MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What is your point of order?

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO : | would just like to know your ruling. The hon. Member mentioned that hon.
Members come to the House to make fun of farmers....(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He is not yielding.

SHRI BIKRAM KESHARI DEO : Sir, the hon. Member said that all the hon. Members are present in the august
House to make fun of farmers. Will that find a place in the proceedings? | would like to know about it from the
Chair....(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Did he say that hon. Members come to the House to make fun of farmers?
...(Interruptions)
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: He has already explained it.
...(Interruptions)
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SHRI'Y.S. VIVEKANANDA REDDY (CUDDAPAH): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, | thank you for giving me this
opportunity to participate in this discussion. When we talk about the plight of the farmers in this country, | would like
to submit that the farmers, in general, want that the WT O Agreement should be scrapped.

We have to see that the farmers get remunerative prices. When the minimum support price is to be decided, there

should be a committee constituted from among the farming community. That committee should have Members and
also representatives of the farmers for fixing the remunerative prices for their produce. It is a natural demand of the
farming community when they know about the cost of production and the remunerative price that they want.

The immediate problem in Andhra Pradesh is to provide minimum support price for paddy and other agricultural
commodities. The Central Government has to intervene through the FCI to procure the produce from Rabi crops in
a big way. The minimum support price for groundnut should be around Rs. 1,500; for sunflower, Rs. 1,500; for
cotton, Rs. 2,600 and for red gram, Rs. 2,000 per quintal.

Hundreds and thousands of farmers have been committing suicides. All those bereaved families have to be
immediately sanctioned ex gratia payment.

| come from Rayalaseema. Cuddapah is my constituency. These areas are always drought-prone. | would request
the Government, through you, that the definitions of ‘famine' and 'drought’ have to be liberally amended. To have a
permanent solution and to mitigate the problems, we demand that the pending projects, like Galerugari and the
Tungabhadra parallel canal, be completed early.

Employment opportunities have to be provided to the agricultural labourers by providing food for work and other
drought relief work. All debts of the farmers have to be scrapped. They are to be provided fresh loans. Free and
uninterrupted power supply has to be provided to the farmers in the drought-prone areas.

There is a very unfortunate situation. Our farming community is in great distress. The farmer is born in debt, grown
in debt and dying in debt. Hundreds of farmers are committing suicides. It is shocking for the country. Maybe the
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh wants in his "Vision-2020' that dependence on agriculture has to be brought down
from 70 per cent to around 40 or 50 per cent.

The Government over there and the Central Government, may be heading towards achieving total dependency in
agriculture by forcing the farming community to commit suicide. Needless to say that irrigation is very important to
agriculture. Since my childhood, | have been hearing of the National Water Grid. | do not know why the Central
Government could not take it up when they can take up National Power Grid, or when they can take up National
Road Network. | need not say that this facilitates drought proofing of our drought prone areas and mitigate the
sufferings of the flood prone or the cyclone prone areas.

Sir, it is very unfortunate that the farming community is in an agitating mood, though they are unorganised. They are
so depressed to see that the Government in Andhra Pradesh and the Central Government are deciding their
destiny. They are writing their dying declarations. | think, the hon. Minister of Agriculture should coordinate with the
Department of Irrigation and maybe they have to come out strongly to help the farming community. | would like to
know, how long this discrimination and regional imbalances are to be debated and when they are to be balanced.

I think, the Central Government has to come in a big way to help the farmers in general.
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MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the House to extend the time of the House till the reply of the hon.
Minister?

SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: The time of the House is extended.
...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: No. | have already called the hon. Minister.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA (KOLAR): Sir, since you have extended the time, please allow me. | have to make only two
points. | have given the notice....(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND MINISTER OF RAILWAYS(SHRI NITISH KUMAR): You may ask some
questions later on.

...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: After the reply, both of you can seek some clarifications.
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"After every harvest, recovery complaint is lodged by the banks. In case of default the amount involved is
declared as arrears of land revenue and sale certificates are issued by the State authorities. The
properties mortgaged are attached and sold off for realisation of the loan amount. In addition, there is a
provision of arrest and detention of the defaulter in the State Acts and this provision is resorted to quite
frequently. The cost of proceedings and detention charges are also added to the loan amount. This
draconian law is a legacy of the British rule which does not fit in the democratic system of our country."
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The approach to rural development and land reforms will focus on the following areas:-

o Consolidation of holdings all over the country;
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o "Development of lease markets for increasing the size of the holdings by making a legal provision for
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T o_e & o7 € 98 el WU ¥ B o1 e Iuee T8 Bl 81 39 W WGR AT TAR FHit w1 off e ave @ e § 32 €18€) (ZmumE)

IUTEH HEQT AT WIS TE B B § WU I W@ E
...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: | have to put an end to such things.
...(Interruptions)

it ISt I W U A1ed - H R g € sEm fh dqel sraven W Teds 8 99 W $G! S <A1 91 aifes <9 @t Hit Aifey B
ol w9 & AR fan o ||

IqTES HEled : P 8, bR 39 UX & S|

Ppax ARt e : # oue J1egq | Fi #31 St A S =@redn g 6 orft g St 7 o1 Sg@e 9o § 1 6 4.15 0 B R A 8
fagel @ g T w &1 AR 7 5.80 Y I X ¥ v wrar A @l o1l IuD HeRvT W fre wd gon € &€ (wwagm)

SHRINITISH KUMAR: Anybody will use all of your speech against our national interest. Please keep it in mind.

gpax et e @ F & S area € 5 59 W Rieen vuar wveR @ w) ¥ 2 a 9€ v aveR fFEmEl # Sded dnd B uer
3 oY @d a3 ITeT AF gergH? e fam @ RArT #§ ard o W@ € 5 Swe qen o SHET B @ e BN gEN ward € f S
g B WS D TAET & T TRBR [PAM & oed aT9R o3 DI gfc ¥ W@ gy el @ g @1 999 o0 | @he & 9qfea Surd
HYr?

SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA (KOLAR): | want to draw the attention of the hon. Minister of Agriculture to three aspects.
First, | come to price protection. | am quoting this as an example. Of course, it applies to all the States. In
Karnataka, the price given to the farmer for potato was Rs.360 per quintal. When the Chief Minister Shri S.M.
Krishna fixed it, when the price of potato was Rs.200 in the market, it has immediately risen to Rs.400 even in
Chennai, Bangalore and other places. Based on this, the Government again provided Rs.200 crore in the Budget
for the produces like jowar, maize, potato and whatever it may be. | would like to know from the hon. Minister
whether the Government of India could give equal money and financial assistance to the States to protect the price



of the produces of the farmers.

Secondly, whatever credit facility is given by the commercial banks or cooperative banks or NABARD, the interest
should not exceed the principal amount. Earlier, the Government of India's order was there. Mr. Minister, can you
issue a direction saying that the interest amount should not exceed the principal amount — whether it is in respect of
big farmer or small farmer?...(Interruptions)

Thirdly, while doing the agriculture work, when an agriculture labour dies, Rs.10,000 is given. Can you increase the
amount to Rs.25,0007

SHRIMAT | PRABHA RAU (WARDHA): | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether the Government is
thinking of creating the National Water Grid for irrigation purpose. Is there any such possibility with the Government
now?

SHRI K.A. SANGTAM (NAGALAND): Sir, of course, | am in the Consultative Committee. But | want to make just one
point. Mr. Minister, Animal Husbandry and Aqua-culture are part of your Ministry. Can you not bring the Coffee
Board and the Tea Board under your regime because you have more experts in regard to particular plants and all
those agricultural produces? Instead of giving the whole thing to the Commerce Ministry, you can keep the
commerce aspect on their side. Why do you not keep the production aspect on your side? This is what | want to
know.

#t Sga.aus (whedle) | Surs 7Eey, § WY a1 Wibs ¥ oroht o wAra Fo | F et '/ @ of dreant &) 9 e O ad ge
areat & fog #=i <ft aga GawEet § ore Q| anuS "erH W § YT e nhfian ween area € & <fiF A w5 - oy wew & st w91
g, Uone & St vty faE aee ud Ran & 4t 3 ey =teren, i 3ud! WUl B 81 § 99D IU PIC Tl B dAredl FiP AgH
& 2, dH1 A favg R wH S Hid S aRe &1 AW {330 21 e wan F e Wit g A6 B weafa ofl, # quen @rean € 6 @

S IS IR F D! Gar weAta &t off? ag g § gufog e w1 § wife 1 4 & sogdai. vt 1 ol w9 @ kg s @ £
319 I8 91d 37T & 5 ufeers #§ 9 g ey @ € ik s weAfa § @ @1 gwfey wuan g9 g wdiewr ARy

T AT AT A B AR A FE F e B @ e @ 2 ok SfRes fram @ we e @ 21 e S Bt i R e ww A
arm # g gafey # smust garn we g 5 frami @ 98 Foit 8 w9y wfer ofieR g wdig <@ € ok 27 v oy efier 4w <& 21 @
FHD & A7 e Bed &7 e 7§ Rl Fe arEan g 5 ST s wET 6 ARl AR Wied @ Ufided) SEmE @ | o
|EART 8, # UG WFH B HIAT Al §, T8 Ao fhet 7 a4 & 78l foran 8, sa @er w1 2 - It is very important and | quote
the name of the person. ...(Interruptions)

"Shri Maran then denied that he had given assent to Shri Puri, who was appointed as Ambassador to Geneva, and
he wrote to the Prime Minister that in appointing Shri Puri, the Prime Minister was indicating his lack of thrust in the
Cabinet colleague, who was answerable on WTO." ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: What is it about?

SHRI J.S. BRAR : This is about the WTO Ambassador. s&g.€.31. &1 TRt Simar # s1arge 891 21 AiTqdt ddie i wgH
faferex @1 T forar 21 39 Wt € 59®T Bis WaE A ST, olfh= 319 YaISeHe § 9id 9] Uaaey of &1

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: These postings are not discussed in the House. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI J.S. BRAR : It is not about posting. ...(Interruptions)
SHRI NITISH KUMAR: It has never been the practice of the House to discuss postings. ...(Interruptions)

i S.ga.aus ;| Sueny weiey, it #A St 7 A% AW A € 3R A AW oaR Pe Us AeY (i © an A &er €, A ous |n gfeds
HIT o Ciideara Red, S ou® & #edH & ofsY 2, IuS! Rl &t tor o<t siege soua R (aveh) # 8, Suv T foman @ Swat
3R STHIT BT ATE -

"Dr. M.P. Yadav, director of the Indian Veterinary Research Institute, Izzatnagar. Native Indian breeds are
more or less resistant to FMD. The disease affects productivity and is not generally fatal. However, the

virusa€!"
AR & R H SR Rk & $El &

"Exports of meat and milk products to western countries require a certificate. "
Wi gHHT BT A=

"With the ban by the Arab countries, India's meat exports have fallen from 30,000 tonnes in February,



2001 to 15,000 tonnes."

15 B9IR T @I HHI T8 2l FAfery § onuas Al Heen arsan § 6 it wfiéfpae g1 =ifey, 96 ar # s 7edd 31 I8 7 2
IUTEAE HEIGd, d AT S TYHT BT TAT &, ITD! A a1 Tl DY W@ g, dfcd d A D! QAT T @ g, e AR %@ gl a€) ( =aum)

Ht gate T (ATEYR) | SUEE #Eied, § A #3 off & S arear § 5 A o ok T ofe @ fasra 3t i WeeR @ DI
arerT & ?

i ARE sRarsi Rared (RrR) @ Sueas weied, el & o) S Sl 8ldT 8, IAS! SRR Té $A W IEH! Sl J AT g8 2
St # WA W IED IR AR B A @ BT B 8, T8 6 S A @ ot § o g 8, 7€ Fraw 6w arer &1 g gen 2, uw A
ST e gl

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions) *

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Mr. Minister, you can answer to whatever is relevant.
(Interruptions)

SHRI NITISH KUMAR: What do you want? | can send you the entire National Crop Agriculture Insurance Scheme.
...(Interruptions)

SHRI'Y.S. VIVEKANANDA REDDY (CUDDAPAH): Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, under Crop Insurance Scheme, for
computation of loss they are taking the average yield of the preceding three years. ...(Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Shri Vivekananda Reddy, you have already spoken about it. Please take your seat now.

Mr. Minister, you can reply now.

ot idte AR @ Suend AERY, WIS WIEE 7 S 9 HEl 8, IS AN gF ¢ fF 99 g9 9% 919 FE 99 79 D! T8 RE w9 6w
&€ ( zaum)
#t Sga.aus T Tadt 21 &€ ( =aw)

=t Hidte HAR : Iueny Aee, S, A3 THT TEe BT 81 §H BIS TS B WK 7 el fharl vfide o vfidemr W aees Rey ge
BT 8| IHH ARG DI U1 Y&l RIT [E1 =AY, IEH AT BT TR 89 a1 el | 89 eIl o1 @aR €1 3R wsai & it iR @me
A3 & weE § Wl 99 W Tl aRe wadt I8 | yaqd garEtEl €@ ff g9l S 3R wad! Herd) | S 991, SHd! waA qUEr g3
21 &9 TR # o yuoTe ¥ ’2 £ A die a1 R 5 fiF qemifat @ ww = 21 &€ (sraur) s smret st 8 vt 2
&€ (zaur) 3T g8 a1d G of a9 dlel| FHA I By A9

*Not Recorded.

TEl 8| U T ey, .31, vifide oifF uifihear g ifee an e g wifey o aE witde 9w € 91 o € - U8 U@ e Y 8| WRER &
AT 89 UEel Bl WYhR B G ¥ 99 gU # dfP WhR 99 ATidT SR Bl € O SEA QU IS 9l 2] SHAY BN B A 80 SEY
d9 gy €| <ifh SHS ST 39 R HIE Reg g1 & @ 98 3wt ad 81 &9 a1 @ # 5 S Reg 9t w1 @ S+ wfide wm wd aw v €
R gifiie &1 Re o @1 21 SHH (U1 UF BIS W, THD oY T A99d HU-AH T ERBR A 101 rEd! g0 @1 2| 36 A0S
T fire, SHaT 81 Seod fFarl S A Big ofafRy 78 21 Sog, el &1 THiee Titaeer Haek IR 1 TS, IS aR A =4l hd B

ferg ft gl &1 ase gar T 21 &€ (Eum) s o ard @ g7 TEl <@ §1 8€) (ZeurE)
it Stra.aus : fiua qEdc @t aa A9 geEt o @ € a€) ( @aum)

#t Aidter AR : S ) 39 STH Y| uD! g9 T8 af gardd 6 fiF geEtEl &1 98, 9w R S gt &1 a9 2 vl
Reifes 37w, Fs MARAC & IR A Wl B4 AR 7 0ivd R €, B saIA® & ar 7 Ol a1 el & iR Sy, cl.ail. &1 griae frd
W 2, S IN 6N TOS] TIHY JEHEE &1 T 3Tl 23 o P AT oifh 98 el §aMT| 319 W@l ¢ 21 We FaiRka g¢ &1 smuey uan &
5 & TS0l H AT TIE § SHUAY 98 WFe 21 AE @I 8| 599 59 99 fAml o) Tui g6t enw &t uRfRfy &1 e Soera | ey
TR-IR UH UIfteT & IR 3§ H8 @ &1 e 7 yoiiayfed f¥wfioq, niten aike & an 3 &1 |ara A1 9« &l 2l T8 g9 Ta-ie &1 IRAfe
T gl



i S.ga.aus : A A ofl, v R @ed e Safed Aven € L (FEgE) 98 TN fteR 81 &€ ( =EaE)
=t Hidta AR : §F B a0 AR W F= FsY| WRET W RT F=E HET A= 8

a€| (ZEgm) o v Fed B 7@ wifog| &€ (ZEum)

i A.gE.9US : 3 I 9@ TAd FE © ¢ 1a€) (aauE)

=t e AR : 7 Tad He W € 1 A DI YuR o | 5€| ( ZEuH) IS 6ed, 17 W 59 HeA 7 € iR 9 Al 39 weA A &I A
iR @t Taf we F 7 @ || .. (FEurE)

it SeH.aws  Hara 38 € 5 wer fgneit. 7 varge e, susd o Saw e @ 21 8€) ( @aur)

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Whatever it may be, we should discuss about postings in the House. Please take your
seat.

Ppax Jlaaw fHe ;| Sueme weigy, 75 St 7 IE F @le D IR # PIg We mvaE TEl A gufen § ok e ardf wew W afgt
Fet gl &€ ( =@EuE)

(G 021 5 Al R L e 5 s 1 < K M 21

<. Ygay ware fag (durel) : Sueny waiey, w30 o 7 e & aR | SIS s 81 faun gufey Sus Rees # wew @ afdA
Fea gl a€| (saum)

(TereeTe St Xgdy yarE fiE o wea @ afeviwe )

19.29 hrs

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock
on Friday, April 27, 2001/Vaisakha 7, 1923 (Saka).




