Title: Need to provide funds for early completion of gauge conversion work between Hassan and Mangalore, Karnataka.

SHRI VINAY KUMAR SORAKE (UDUPI): Sir, since the metre-gauge rail line between Hassan and Mangalore was closed
for gauge conversion work, the people of the area had been suffering a lot. Because of disruption of rail service on this
route, about 6,000 daily passengers are forced to travel by more than 200 buses plying on the route. Because of this
dislocation, the Railways have been deprived of passenger and freight traffic revenue, and the cargo container capacity
of Mangalore Port has also been severely hit.

Surprisingly, no allocation has been made for this ongoing project although 60 per cent of the conversion work is
complete with 100 per cent completion of major bridges and tunnels en route. There is no other bottleneck, like
acquisition of land. The main problem is about funds.

I would, therefore, urge upon the Central Government to mop up funds through issue of bonds and teaming up with
KRFL and HUDCO. An immense revenue potential has been blocked apart from stoppage of developmental work in the
region. | urge upon the Central Government to give topmost priority for completion of this project in the interest of both
the Railways and the public.
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