Title: Regarding deplorable condition of the rubber and the coconut growers in the State of Kerala.

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA (MAVELIKARA): Madam, the rubber growers and the coconut cultivators are facing
a lot of problemin the State of Kerala. The hon. Finance Minister is here in the House. The State Government of
Kerala as also all the Members of Parliament from Kerala repeatedly requested the Finance Minister
...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Why are you disturbing him? He is speaking something important.

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : All the Members of Parliament representing the State of Kerala requested the
hon. Finance Minister to increase the import duty on Palmoleen. We requested the Government to enhance the
import duty up to 300 per cent but unfortunately it has been reduced by 10 per cent. Cheap quality of Palmoleen is
being imported from Malaysia and as a result our farmers are suffering. | do not know why the Finance Ministry is
sleeping over the matter. The Ministry has been continuously reducing the import duty. So, | request the hon.
Finance Minister to save the coconut growers of Kerala.

Similarly, Minimum Support Price for rubber has been declared.

The tyre manufacturers are not taking rubber. The Government of India should intervene so that the tyre
manufacturers purchase rubber from the growers. The STC should intervene in the market so that rubber is
procured. Madam, the hon. Finance Minister is here. He should address the problem and save growers of the
State.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The House stands adjourned for lunch till 2.30 p.m.
13.35 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned for Lunch till thirty minutes
past Fourteen of the Clock

14.35 hrs.

The Lok Sabha re-assembled after Lunch at thirty five minutes

past Fourteen of the Clock.

(Shri Basu Deb Acharia in the Chair)
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record.



(Interruptions)™
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