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Title: Discussion on the Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, 2002. (Bill passed)

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House will now take up Item no. 14, the Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill.

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING (SHRI VED PRAKASH GOYAL): Sir, I beg to move :

"That the Bill further to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into consideration." 
 

Sir, with your permission, I would like to make a small submission.

India is an active and prominent member of the International Maritime Organisation, the specialised UN body
responsible for establishing and enforcing world standards in maritime shipping. India has had the privilege of being
elected as a member of the IMO's Executive Council ever since it started functioning.
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The purpose of the Bill is to ensure that India is strictly adhering to international norms and regulations. India also
has international obligations to continuously upgrade the quality of its shipping. Laws pertaining to shipping and
maritime affairs have global relevance. Our ships have to trade internationally and could be subjected to
inspections at foreign ports to check their compliance with IMO conventions and protocols. Similarly, the foreign flag
ships will also be subjected to inspections when they visit Indian ports. To be in line with international standards,
India is required to incorporate the provisions of these conventions and protocols in our merchant shipping
legislation. We have to be dynamic and responsive to both, need and time. Once the proposed amendments are
approved by Parliament, India will be able to keep up its international obligations.

The present Bill contains amendments to 22 sections of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 and one section of the
Major Port Trusts Act, 1963, besides addition of 11 new sections to the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 on three major
counts. I will not elaborate them but just mention them. First is the amendments which are necessary to implement
the provisions of the five conventions or protocols to which India has become a party in the recent past. Second is a
consequential amendment to section 116 of the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963 to bring it at par with provisions of the
Merchant Shipping Act. Third one relates to amendments needed to meet the operational requirements.

The purpose of the proposed amendments, if I say in one line each, is that we should not face difficulty on foreign
ports. The amendments proposed in this regard take care of this aspect. Second, damages involved are to be paid.
In such cases, a ship-owner will be required to pay for the damages as per the present rules. The amendments
incorporate the provisions of the IMO Convention on the Limitation for Liability for Maritime Claims − briefly called
LLMC − 1976 which India has acceded to. This Convention lays down the limits up to which a ship-owner is
expected to pay the claims. The proposed amendments are an improvement over the existing provisions in respect
of the limitation amounts, replacement of the unit of account from French Franc to special drawing rights to provide
insulation against currency fluctuation etc.

In view of heavy oil traffic along our coast, there is a high risk of oil pollution in our waters, which could result in
damage to coastal and marine environment. There will also be a requirement of large scale cleaning up operations,
which would require very large amount of funds. The existing provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act must be
updated in terms of total liability compensation regime as per the Civil Liability and Fund Conventions of 1992 of the
IMO to which India has become a party. The proposed amendments offer better limits as well as improved scope of
claims.

As a consequence of accession to the Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims, 1976 and proposed
amendments to the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, section 116 of the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963 needs to be
amended. This is indeed to bring it in line with the limitation of liability for damage to harbour works, basins,
waterways and aids to navigation which are prone to damage. As of now, the M.P.T. Act provides for unlimited
liability on the ship-owner which is contrary to the provisions of the Convention being incorporated in the Merchant
Shipping Act, 1958.

Earlier, the employment of seamen was regulated through Seamen Employment offices. In keeping with the
commitment of the Government to increase employment opportunities for skilled youth, foreign shipping companies
have been allowed to directly recruit seamen without going through the seamen's employment offices. It was
reported that there were constraints and there were kickbacks.



This is also in line with our policy of deregulation and decentralisation with a view to increasing employment
opportunities for the skilled people. They are minor skills, but very high wages are paid once they are employed.
Shipping companies increasingly seek the services of the recruitment and placement service providers (manning
agents) for employment of seafarers on their vessels. Our officers and seamen are very highly respected on all the
international lines. There is really a desire to take more of them and we are increasing facilities for training so that
this avenue of employment is opened in a big way. As I said, this has expanded the employment opportunities for
our seafarers, but as of now there is no provision to fix the accountability of these agents for the fulfilment of
obligations. Though these responsibilities are fixed, they do not fulfil their obligations and that creates problems for
the poor employees who have no recourse. The service conditions are specified, but they are not fulfilled and full
wages are not given. In order to protect our seafarers from being exploited or being stranded at foreign ports
without being paid wages and without any provision for repatriation back home, it is necessary that a system of
licensing of recruitment and placement service providers should be brought in. This would ensure that the
recruitment and placement service providers would have to fulfil their obligations to the people whom they recruit. It
is to facilitate the system of licensing of such service providers that some amendments in the Act have been
proposed. The seamen's employment offices are being given this role of regulating the recruitment and placement
service providers in place of their earlier role of regulating employment themselves. In addition, amendments are
also proposed to avoid discrimination in employment of seamen and avoidance of malpractices in employment of
seamen.

From the point of view of safety as stipulated in the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention, 1974, every Indian
ship is required to carry an appropriate 'minimum safe manning document' on board. Accordingly, minimum safe
manning scales are required to be framed as per the guidelines of the concerned IMO resolution. At present,
manning scales are included in the Act itself and, therefore, lack the flexibility that is needed to address the different
requirements of different vessels. For instance, larger crew is required on larger vessels and since the coastal
vessels are small, small crew is required. Clearly, small ships and offshore vessels which operate in coastal waters
will have different manning scales from large foreign going vessels.

In order that the minimum safe manning scale can be prescribed to lay down different standards also for small ships
and offshore supply vessels engaged in coastal trade and with the need to providing different manning scales
based on the size of the ships, duration of voyage etc., amendments are proposed to make rules in this regard. This
will boost the development of coastal shipping, encouraging of which has been recommended by various
Committees.

With the proposed amendments, India will not only be able to meet its international commitments arising out of
accession to various IMO Conventions and Protocols, but also will be at par with the systems and requirements of
other advanced maritime nations.

Sir, with these opening remarks, I now move that Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Bill, 2002 be taken into
consideration.

MR.CHAIRMAN : Motion moved:

"That the Bill further to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and the Major Port Trust Act, 1963, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into consideration." 
 

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA (MAVELIKARA): Sir, I rise to support the Bill. This amendment Bill contains
amendments of all 22 Sections of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1958 and one Section of the Major Port Trust Act of
1963. Only recently India has signed five international Conventions and Protocols. That has necessitated the
amendments in the Merchant Shipping Act of 1958. Also, consequential to this amendment, amendment to Section
116 of the Major Port Trusts Act has become necessary.

Sir, our country has a National Shipping Policy. But our country is ranked 14th amongst all countries in the Globe in
matters of shipping. Even though this is a comprehensive Bill, yet mere implementation of all the provisions of this
Bill will not resolve the problems that confront this sector...(Interruptions) There are innumerable problems that
afflict this sector. To put it rightly, this sector has been neglected for a long period of time. Neither enough financial
support was given to this sector through the Budget, nor was this sector taken seriously by any other institution.

Sir, as regards employment opportunities I would like to submit that we can create more employment opportunities
in this sector. But unfortunately if you look at the statistics, the employment opportunities in this sector is
diminishing. In regard to safety I would like to submit that a very lukewarm attitude has been shown by the Ministry
regarding safety. Seventy per cent of our goods are now being handled by foreign ships. Only 30 per cent of our
goods are handled by Indian vessels and Indian ships. This itself shows as to how serious we are about this sector.



Sir, according to the Tenth Plan Working Group estimate, within the next five years, India has to take care of 150
ships, carrying goods worth 63.5 million dollars. How are we going to achieve this target? This is a major concern
that this sector is faced with today. Our country is earning a lot of revenue from this sector and if we would
concentrate more on this area, then the earnings would be even more. But unfortunately, no attention has been
paid to this sector.

We have a vast coastline and we have to take it seriously. Maritime shipping has to be given greater importance. As
of now, big vessels cannot berth at certain Indian ports. A small country like Singapore is capable of receiving ships
of all kinds. Colombo can receive all kinds of ships. However, a vast country like India with its vast coastline cannot
receive bigger ships.

Shri A.C. Jos and I were talking about Vallarpadum Container Terminal project. This project is ideally suited to
achieve total development of Kerala, and maritime shipping. Unfortunately, in spite of all efforts from Kerala
Government, the Central Government has not made serious efforts to implement this project. We were told that this
is going to be shifted to Tuticorin. Hon. Chairman may feel happy if it is shifted to Tuticorin.

A study has been made on this. The study revealed that Vallarpadum is the ideal place for setting up a Container
Terminal. I do not understand why the Government is sleeping on this, and why it is not making serious efforts to
implement this project. If this Vallarpadum Container Terminal project is completed, maritime shipping will get a
boost. Larger ships can be received at Cochin, which would generate more employment. It will definitely give an
impetus to maritime shipping. However, no effort has been made in this regard by the Central Government.
Recently, the hon. Minister visited the area. Even after that, nothing has moved.

We have 12 ports in the country. About 194 million tonnes of goods are handled in these 12 ports. I would request
the hon. Minister to look into the functioning of our Port Trusts. Mismanagement, corruption, and favouritism in the
Port Trusts have led to the ports coming to a standstill. It is said that this Port Trust is running in a loss. It is running
in a loss because of mismanagement, favouritism, and corruption. I would request the hon. Minister to evaluate the
functioning of the Port Trust. Those who are responsible for the maladministration should be taken to task.

Regarding shipyards, Shri A.C. Jos is the leader of one of the unions in the Cochin Shipyard. I was told that the
Cochin Shipyard was going to be privatised. When Shrimati Indira Gandhi was the Prime Minister of India, she
inaugurated this shipyard. The good ships were produced in the Cochin Shipyard. There is no doubt the situation in
Cochin Shipyard is very bad now because no attention has been paid to this shipyard. Technology has also to be
upgraded in this shipyard. No effort has been made in this regard. We have come to know that this is going to be
privatised. Who is going to take this and for what? No orders were given to this shipyard for construction of new
vessels. Over a period of time, this shipyard has incurred huge losses.

Our Port Trusts are not maintaining international standards of quality. Their management is very poor. The Union
Government has paid no attention to Port Trusts and shipyards in the country.

Deep-Sea Ports have become essential now. We have to give more attention to Deep-Sea Ports. I would like to
know from the hon. Minister the steps being taken by his Ministry in this regard.

Nobody is objecting to this Bill. The Bill is a welcome step. At the same time, this sector has to be given more
prominence since this sector played a very significant role in the development of the country.

With these words, I conclude. 
  
  
  
 

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN (CHIRAYINKIL): Mr. Chairman, Sir, I associate myself with the sentiments
shown by Shri Ramesh Chennithala.

MR. CHAIRMAN : It is not the sentiments, it is the view.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN: I am also an aggrieved party in the sense that the Cochin Shipyard is facing a
crisis. It was started with high expectations. But unfortunately, due to mismanagement on the part of the authorities
concerned, it had gone to losses. But even now, we presume that it can be revived without much difficulty.

So, I would request the hon. Minister to take the initiative of reviving the Cochin Shipyard otherwise thousands of
shipyard workers would be thrown out of employment. This is one of the serious issues facing the State.

Now, regarding development of ports in India, especially, the Cochin Port, my hon. friend has already mentioned
that the Cochin Port is also on the verge of decay. Until and unless some drastic measures are taken against the



corrupt Port Trust officials, we would not be able to salvage it. So, my request to the hon. Minister is that he should
thoroughly look into the matter and see that the Port Trust is functioning properly.

Now, I would raise the issue of Vallarpadam Container Terminal. I have raised this issue on the floor of the House
several times. There was an assurance from the Minister that he would look into the matter and see that the things
are done at the appropriate time. Moreover, there was a promise from the Treasury Bench that prompt action would
be taken. I understand that even tenders were called and they were accepted. But no work has started yet. There
was a hidden attempt in the case of the Express Highway which did not touch Kanyakumari. There was a
declaration that the Express Highway will touch Kanyakumari but it did not come to Kanyakumari. It went far away.
At that time there was a Tamil Minister in charge of this. With his efforts it just went away. So also, it seems, there is
a hidden agenda or hidden attempt to see that the Container Terminal is transferred to
Tuticorin....(Interruptions)â€¦Please do not find fault with me....(Interruptions)â€¦Nobody can say that the Cochin
Port is unsuited or Vallarpadum Port is unsuited. By having an expert advice, nobody can say that it is unsuited.

The Government had looked into the matter several times from so many angles. Then, finally, it was decided that
we will have the Container Terminal at Vallarpadum. But what is the result? No work has started yet. This is really a
neglect.

Here, I hope that the present hon. Minister will take the initiative and see that the promise is fulfilled.

Now, I shall come to the statute. This is a good statute. I support it. But there are certain provisions which will have
to be paid special attention. One such provision is regarding creation of International Oil Pollution Compensation
Fund. It is there in PART XC ( c ) of the Bill on page 14. It is a good step. But it should not be at our expense. Until
and unless we are doubly cautious and some prompt action is taken, the International Oil Pollution Compensation
Fund will result into losses. I am saying so based on our past experience. So, when this Fund is formed, we should
take abundant caution to see that we are not, in any way, the losers.

Then, Sir, there is a provision made about contribution payable by persons to the Fund. It is also a good provision.
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So, I welcome that.

Regarding the concern of the workers, they must have security of service. They are eligible for employment, but the
foreign ship owners are giving step-motherly treatment towards the seafarers. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Radhakrishnan, please wait for a minute.

Shall we extend the time of the House by half-an-hour? There are four more hon. Members to participate in the
discussion. Each hon. Member wants only five minutes to speak. So, in another 20 minutes, we will be able to finish
this. 
  
  

...(Interruptions)

 

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : We can take it up tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI A.C. JOS (TRICHUR): We can continue this tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: There are only four more hon. Members to speak. 
  
  

...(Interruptions)



 

SHRI ANADI SAHU (BERHAMPUR, ORISSA): We can sit for another half-an-hour and finish it. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI S.S. PALANIMANICKAM (THANJAVUR): It was decided to complete it today. So, we can extend the time of
the House by half-an-hour and complete it. ...(Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. We can extend the time, I suppose. Shri Shivraj Patil, what do you say? ...(Interruptions)

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL (LATUR): Generally, we have not been objecting to finishing the business. But it is a major
legislation. If they want to discuss certain things, I feel that let them discuss it tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)

THE MINISTER OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN): I have no objection. My only request is this. They are cooperating
and so, I am not going to force anything. This Bill has already been passed by the Rajya Sabha. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI A.C. JOS : This Bill is not listed in the original List of Business. ...(Interruptions)

SHRI PRAMOD MAHAJAN: I am agreeing to you first and then only I am making this point. Now, what is your
objection? ...(Interruptions) Secondly, BAC has allotted only one hour to discuss this Bill. We have already
discussed for half-an-hour. We have pre-poned the discussion on farmers' issue tomorrow from 4 o'clock to 2
o'clock because many hon. Members wanted to say many things. So, now I will leave it to them. If we get up now,
this Bill will be half-discussed and it will remain pending. So, now I will leave it to their judgement; they can do as
they feel.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I think, we can extend and finish it today.

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL : Okay.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, we can continue this discussion.

Shri Radhakrishnan, you may conclude soon.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN : Yes, I will conclude.

In the case of seafarers, I would like to bring to your attention one thing. There used to be PF contributions.

MR. CHAIRMAN: If one goes strictly by the timing allotted to each party, we can finish this in another five minutes
because many parties are allotted only one minute.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN : Now, there is an amendment made by which the PF Commissioner is
collecting the amount. It is deposited there. I have brought this matter to his notice earlier. If there is a fraud
committed amounting to Rs.100, the poor workers are to suffer now. Fraud is a criminal offence and there will be
prosecution; but there is no substitution for the amount paid by the seafarers. It is a contribution of the employer as
well as of the workmen. It has created a bad name in the international shipping industry also. The foreign ships
would not contribute now because of the fraud committed by the Government officer in the Office of the PF
Commissioner. Previously it was not like that. The law was amended and the PF Commissioner was made liable. I
suppose after he assumed charge, an amount of Rs.100 was misappropriated and that case is being investigated
by the police. The question is how to compensate the poor workers who have contributed. They would not get the
money even if that man is found guilty and punished. But the sufferer will be the workers.

So, the Government will have to find a method by which these poor workers are compensated. I request the hon.
Minister to find out a method − either the RBI can give guarantee by which the amount can be given; after collecting
ten years' interest, the net result will be that there will be no profit or loss. Anyhow, you will have to find out a
method or a system or a measure by which these poor workers are not losing their PF money. After all, it is
deducted from their wages.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have taken eight minutes. Please conclude now.

SHRI VARKALA RADHAKRISHNAN : I request the hon. Minister to take a serious view of the matter and do justice



to the poor seafarers who have contributed to PF.

With these words, I support the Bill. 
  
 

bÉ ì. ®P É Ö́ É Æ¶É |Éº ÉÉn É Ëº Éc (´É è¶É ÉãÉÉ Ò) bÉ ì. ®P É Ö́ É Æ¶É |Éº ÉÉn É Ëº Éc (´É è¶É ÉãÉÉ Ò) : ºÉ£ÉÉ{ÉÉÊiÉ àÉcÉänªÉ, ´ÉÉÉÊhÉVªÉ {ÉÉäiÉ (ºÉÆ¶ÉÉävÉxÉÃ) ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE, 2002 àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ ãÉÉªÉä cé* ´ÉÉÉÊhÉVªÉ {ÉÉäiÉ BÉEÉ ÉÊcxnÖºiÉÉxÉ àÉå ¤É½É
àÉci´É cè* <ºÉä <MxÉÉä® BÉE®xÉä ºÉä nä¶É BÉEÉ ¤ÉcÖiÉ xÉÖBÉEºÉÉxÉ cÉä ®cÉ cè* càÉÉ®ä nä¶É àÉå iÉÉÒxÉ iÉ®{ÉE ºÉàÉÖp cè +ÉÉè® {ÉÖ®ÉxÉä VÉàÉÉxÉä ºÉä ´ÉÉÉÊhÉVªÉ {ÉÉäiÉÉå ºÉä BÉEÉàÉ cÉäiÉÉ ®cÉ cè* càÉÉ®ä nä¶É
BÉEÉ ºÉÉàÉÉxÉ nÚºÉ®ä nä¶É àÉå +ÉÉè® nÚºÉ®ä nä¶É BÉEÉ ºÉÉàÉÉxÉ +É{ÉxÉä nä¶É àÉå +ÉÉiÉÉ-VÉÉiÉÉ ®cÉ cè, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ ºÉ®BÉEÉ® <ºÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ BÉEÉÒ ¤É½ÉÒ ={ÉäFÉÉ BÉE® ®cÉÒ cè* c® àÉcÉÒxÉä, nÉä àÉcÉÒxÉä àÉå
<ºÉBÉEä àÉÆjÉÉÒ ¤ÉnãÉ VÉÉiÉä cé* cÉãÉÉÆÉÊBÉE ªÉc àÉÆjÉÉÒ ¤É½ä £ÉãÉä, càÉÉ®ä xÉVÉnÉÒBÉEÉÒ +ÉÉè® +ÉSUä +ÉÉnàÉÉÒ cé, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ <ºÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ àÉå ¤É®É¤É® àÉÆjÉÉÒ ¤ÉnãÉiÉä ®ciÉä cé* <xÉBÉEä {ÉcãÉä gÉÉÒ cÖBÉEàÉnä
´É xÉÉ®ÉªÉhÉ ªÉÉn´É +ÉÉè® gÉÉÒ ®ÉVÉxÉÉlÉ ÉËºÉc <ºÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ àÉå àÉÆjÉÉÒ lÉä* {ÉiÉÉ xÉcÉÓ BÉDªÉÉ ªÉc ¶ÉÆÉÊ]MÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ cè ªÉÉ BÉDªÉÉ cè* cÉãÉÉÆÉÊBÉE <ºÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ àÉå VÉÉä V´ÉÉ<Æ] ºÉèµÉEä]®ÉÒ lÉä, ´Éc
{ÉEÉ<xÉèxºÉ ÉÊàÉÉÊxÉº]® cÉä MÉªÉä* V´ÉÉ<Æ] ºÉèµÉEä]®ÉÒ ®ciÉä cÖA =xcÉåxÉä ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ àÉå PÉÉä]ÉãÉÉ BÉE® ÉÊnªÉÉ +ÉÉè® =xcå {ÉEÉ<xÉèxºÉ ÉÊàÉÉÊxÉº]® ¤ÉxÉÉ ÉÊnªÉÉ MÉªÉÉ* <ºÉ ®ÉVÉ àÉå VÉcÉÆ £ÉÉÒ SÉSÉÉÇ BÉEÉÒ
VÉÉA, ÉÊVÉºÉxÉä £ÉÉÒ MÉ½¤É½ BÉEÉÒ, =ºÉä £ÉÉ®ÉÒ {ÉÉäº] ÉÊàÉãÉ VÉÉiÉÉÒ cè* càÉ näJÉ ®cä cé ÉÊBÉE ªÉc <ºÉ ®ÉVÉ BÉEÉ nºiÉÚ® cè* ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ BÉEÉ®{ÉÉä®ä¶ÉxÉ VÉÉä {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ BÉEÉ ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ cè,
cÉãÉÉÆÉÊBÉE càÉ ãÉÉäMÉ ÉÊ¤ÉcÉ® |ÉÉÆiÉ ºÉä cé, {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ +ÉÉè® ºÉàÉÖp ºÉä ¤ÉcÖiÉ nÚ® {É½iÉä cé, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ ªÉc JÉÚ¤ÉÉÒ BÉEÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ cè ÉÊBÉE {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ BÉEä BÉEÉàÉ àÉå VÉÉä xÉÉÉẾ ÉBÉE, VÉcÉVÉ
SÉãÉÉxÉä ´ÉÉãÉä, {ÉxÉbÖ¤¤ÉÉÒ àÉå VÉÉxÉä ´ÉÉãÉä, àÉäcxÉiÉ BÉE®xÉä ´ÉÉãÉä BÉEä °ô{É àÉå ÉÊ¤ÉcÉ® BÉEä ãÉÉäMÉ cÉÒ ÉÊ]BÉEiÉä cé* nÚºÉ®ä ®ÉVªÉÉå BÉEä +ÉÉnàÉÉÒ <iÉxÉÉ BÉEÉÊ~xÉ BÉEÉàÉ BÉE®xÉä àÉå ÉÊcSÉÉÊBÉESÉÉiÉä cé* =xÉºÉä
ªÉä BÉEÉàÉ xÉcÉÓ cÉä {ÉÉiÉä cé* <ºÉ ¤ÉÉ® xÉä́ ÉÉÒ àÉå ÉÊ¤ÉcÉ® BÉEä 22 {É®ºÉäx] ãÉ½BÉEÉå xÉä BÉEà{ÉÉÒ] ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ cè* ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ ªÉc ÉẾ É£ÉÉMÉ ={ÉäÉÊFÉiÉ ®cÉ cè* àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ xÉä ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE |ÉºiÉÖiÉ
BÉE®iÉä cÖA nÉ´ÉÉ ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ ÉÊBÉE <Æ]®xÉä¶ÉxÉãÉ +ÉÉìMÉæxÉÉ<VÉä¶ÉxÉ, <Æ]®xÉä¶ÉxÉãÉ àÉè®ÉÒ]É<àÉ +ÉÉìMÉæxÉÉ<VÉä¶ÉxÉ +ÉÉè® ºÉÉäãÉÉºÉ BÉEÉ nÉÉÊªÉi´É cè ÉÊBÉE VÉÉä +ÉÆiÉ®ÉÇ]ÅÉÒªÉ ºÉàÉZÉÉèiÉä cÖA cé - the
International Convention on Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims (LLMC), 1976, the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS) Convention, 1974, the Convention on Load Lines, 1966, the Civil Liability Convention (CLC), 1992, the
Fund Convention, 1992. <xÉ ºÉ£ÉÉÒ àÉå VÉÉä +ÉÆiÉ®ÉÇ]ÅÉÒªÉ ºiÉ® {É® ºÉàÉZÉÉèiÉä cÖA cé, =xcÉÓ BÉEÉ |ÉÉ´ÉvÉÉxÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE ãÉÉªÉä cé* ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE
{ÉÉºÉ cÉä VÉÉxÉÉ SÉÉÉÊcA*

<xcÉåxÉä ªÉc £ÉÉÒ nÉ´ÉÉ ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ cè ÉÊBÉE VÉÉä |ÉÉ<´Éä] ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ cè, =ºÉBÉEÉÒ ¤ÉcÉãÉÉÒ àÉå ¤ÉcÖiÉ cä®É-{ÉEä®ÉÒ, ¶ÉÉäÉhÉ, PÉÚºÉJÉÉä®ÉÒ +ÉÉè® NÉ½¤É½ÉÒ cÉäiÉÉÒ cè* <ºÉ ºÉ¤ÉBÉEÉä ®ÉäBÉExÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA BÉEäxp
ºÉ®BÉEÉ® BÉEÉä +ÉÉÊvÉBÉEÉ® ÉÊàÉãÉå, <ºÉÉÊãÉA ªÉc ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE ãÉÉªÉä cé* ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ +ÉºÉÉÊãÉªÉiÉ BÉDªÉÉ cè, ªÉÉÊn näJÉÉ VÉÉA iÉÉä ´Éc ÉÊcxnÖºiÉÉxÉ ÉÊ¤ÉVÉxÉäºÉ ãÉÉ<xÉ, 5 {ÉE®´É®ÉÒ, 2002 àÉå ÉÊãÉJÉÉÒ cè -
'Shipping In Troubled Waters'. ªÉc <ºÉBÉEÉ cèÉËbMÉ cè*

"The Baltic Freight Index, which was as high as 1,700 in 2000, has now dropped to around 860. The
tanker rate too plummeted, though the slide has not been so sharp. The charter rates for container ships
also dropped. The average charter rates for 2,500 TEU capacity geared ship dropped 12.4 per cent in
2001 over 2000 and, according to the UK-based Drewry Shipping Consultant, the fall this year might be
even more, around 19 per cent. " 
 

ÉÊ{ÉUãÉä ºÉÉãÉ ªÉc 12.4 iÉBÉE PÉ] MÉªÉÉ, ÉÊ{ÉE® <ºÉ ºÉÉãÉ 19 iÉBÉE PÉ] MÉªÉÉ* +É¤É <ºÉ iÉ®c ºÉä ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ xÉÉÒSÉä VÉÉ ®cÉÒ cè iÉÉä BÉDªÉÉ cÉäMÉÉ? ´É®BÉEãÉÉ ®ÉvÉÉBÉßEhÉxÉ VÉÉÒ xÉä
BÉEÉäSÉÉÒxÉ ÉÊ¶É{ÉªÉÉbÇ BÉEä ÉẾ ÉÉªÉ àÉå BÉEcÉ* ÉẾ É¶ÉÉJÉÉ{É]Â]xÉàÉ BÉEÉä º´ÉªÉÆ càÉ ãÉÉäMÉÉå xÉä näJÉÉ cè* àÉÖà¤É<Ç àÉå VÉÉBÉE® näJÉÉ cè* VÉÉä {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ +É{ÉxÉä nä¶É ºÉä +ÉxÉÉVÉ +ÉÉè® +ÉxÉäBÉE
ºÉÉàÉÉxÉ ãÉÉèc-+ÉªÉºBÉE +ÉÉÉÊn ãÉä VÉÉiÉä cé, MÉÉä́ ÉÉ àÉå £ÉÉÒ càÉxÉä ´Éc BÉEÉàÉ näJÉÉ cè* +ÉÉ{ÉBÉEÉÒ ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ xÉÉÒSÉä VÉÉ ®cÉÒ cè VÉÉä ÉÊcxnÖºiÉÉxÉ BÉEÉÒ {É®Æ{É®ÉMÉiÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ cè ÉÊVÉºÉBÉEä
àÉÉvªÉàÉ ºÉä {ÉÖ®ÉxÉä WÉàÉÉxÉä àÉå BªÉÉ{ÉÉ® +ÉÉè® BÉEÉ®¤ÉÉ® SÉãÉiÉÉ lÉÉ*

ÉÊ{ÉE® +ÉÉMÉä BÉDªÉÉ BÉEciÉÉ cè :-

"The gross earnings of the shipping industry in 1999-2000 amounted to Rs.5,700 crore, of which the net
foreign exchange inflow was Rs.3,500 crore. The country's total foreign trade in 1999-2000 was
Rs.366,000 crore, of which freight represented Rs.29,000 crore. " 
 

ªÉä ºÉ£ÉÉÒ +ÉÉÆBÉE½ä VÉÉä ÉÊnªÉä MÉªÉä cé, ¤ÉiÉÉiÉä cé ÉÊBÉE ªÉc <Æbº]ÅÉÒ ¤ÉcÖiÉ xÉÉÒSÉä VÉÉ ®cÉÒ cè, <ºÉBÉEÉÒ ¤ÉcÖiÉ JÉ®É¤É cÉãÉiÉ cè* <ºÉÉÊãÉA +ÉÆiÉ àÉå BÉDªÉÉ BÉEciÉÉ cè?

"The Working Group on Shipping for the Tenth Plan has suggested the acquisitions of 156 vessels of
various types and capacities (both new and second-hand) in the next five years at an estimated
investment of Rs.15,000 crore. By 2007, the Shipping Bill is estimated to be about 10 billion dollar. The
bulk of this amount will go to foreign shipping, unless the Indian tonnage is substantial. " 
 

|ÉèVÉäx] bÉªÉ®èBÉD]® VÉxÉ®ãÉ xÉä BÉDªÉÉ BÉEcÉ, WÉ®É ºÉÖxÉ ÉÊãÉªÉÉ VÉÉA*

"The present Director-General of Shipping once expressed the view that he was looking forward to the
day when he would see at least five MPs take up the case for the country's shipping industry on the floor
of the Lok Sabha." 
 

<xÉBÉEä VÉÉä bÉªÉ®èBÉD]® VÉxÉ®ãÉ cé, =xcÉåxÉä +ÉÉ¶ÉÉ BªÉBÉDiÉ BÉEÉÒ ÉÊBÉE {ÉÉÆSÉ AàÉ.{ÉÉÒ. BÉEàÉ ºÉä BÉEàÉ ºÉnxÉ àÉå ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ BÉEä ÉÊãÉA ¤ÉÉäãÉxÉä ´ÉÉãÉä <ºÉ àÉÉàÉãÉä BÉEÉä ]äBÉE+É{É BÉE®å iÉÉä
ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ BÉEÉ =rÉ® +ÉÉè® iÉ®BÉDBÉEÉÒ cÉä ºÉBÉEiÉÉÒ cè* <ºÉÉÊãÉA àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ ºÉä càÉ BÉEcxÉÉ SÉÉciÉä cé ÉÊBÉE càÉ ºÉ¤É àÉÖºiÉèn cé +ÉÉ{ÉBÉEÉÒ {ÉÉÒ~ {É® ÉÊBÉE ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ +ÉÉVÉ
xÉÉÒSÉä VÉÉ ®cÉÒ cè, ªÉc BÉEÉxÉÚxÉ iÉÉä {ÉÉºÉ BÉE® ãÉÉÒÉÊVÉA ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ VÉÉä ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ £ÉÉ®iÉ BÉEÉÒ {É®Æ{É®ÉMÉiÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ cè, <ºÉBÉEÉÒ iÉ®BÉDBÉEÉÒ BÉEä ÉÊãÉA +ÉÉ{É BÉDªÉÉ ={ÉÉªÉ BÉE®äMÉå, càÉå ªÉc
+ÉÉ¶´ÉÉºÉxÉ ÉÊàÉãÉxÉÉ SÉÉÉÊcA*

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please conclude now. Do you know how much time is allotted to your Party? 
  



  

...(Interruptions)

 

DR. RAGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH : Sir, many hon. Members belonging to opposition Parties are not present.
Now, who will consume their time?â€¦ (Interruptions)

gÉÉ Ò ´É É Ò® äxp BÉ ÖE à É É® (º ÉÉMÉ®) gÉÉ Ò ´É É Ò® äxp BÉ ÖE à É É® (º ÉÉMÉ®) : ºÉ£ÉÉ{ÉÉÊiÉ VÉÉÒ, ®PÉÖ́ ÉÆ¶É VÉÉÒ +ÉÉºÉxÉ {É® ¤Éè~iÉä cé iÉÉä BÉEciÉä cé ¶ÉÉÆÉÊiÉ-¶ÉÉÆÉÊiÉ +ÉÉè® ªÉcÉÆ ºÉä ºÉÖxÉiÉä cÉÒ xÉcÉÓ cé* â€¦(BªÉ´ÉvÉÉxÉ)

bÉ ì. ®P É Ö́ É Æ¶É |Éº ÉÉn É Ëº Éc bÉ ì. ®P É Ö́ É Æ¶É |Éº ÉÉn É Ëº Éc : cÉÎãnªÉÉ ºÉä {É]xÉÉ +ÉÉè® <ãÉÉcÉ¤ÉÉn iÉBÉE {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ SÉãÉÉxÉä BÉEä BÉEÉàÉ àÉå càÉ iÉ®BÉDBÉEÉÒ SÉÉciÉä cé, |ÉMÉÉÊiÉ SÉÉciÉä cé* àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ
º{ÉèºÉäÉÊ{ÉEBÉE VÉ´ÉÉ¤É cÉÎãnªÉÉ ºÉä {É]xÉÉ +ÉÉè® <ãÉÉcÉ¤ÉÉn {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ SÉãÉÉxÉä BÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå nå* xÉä{ÉÉãÉ BÉEÉä BÉEÉäºÉÉÒ xÉnÉÒ ºÉä VÉÉä½xÉä BÉEÉ |ÉºiÉÉ´É £ÉÉ®iÉ ºÉ®BÉEÉ® BÉEä {ÉÉºÉ ãÉÆÉÊ¤ÉiÉ cè*
=ºÉºÉä ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ <Æbº]ÅÉÒ BÉEÉä ¤ÉfÃÉxÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA +ÉÉ{ÉBÉEä {ÉÉºÉ ¤ÉcÖiÉ àÉÉãÉ fÉäxÉä BÉEÉ BÉEÉàÉ cÉäxÉÉ SÉÉÉÊcA* <ºÉÉÊãÉA àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ BÉEÉ vªÉÉxÉ àÉé <ºÉ iÉ®{ÉE +ÉÉBÉEÉÌÉiÉ BÉE®iÉÉ cÚÄ +ÉÉè®
+ÉÉ¶ÉÉ BÉE®iÉÉ cÚÄ ÉÊBÉE àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ <ºÉ iÉ®{ÉE vªÉÉxÉ näBÉE® BÉEÉàÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEÉÒ SÉä]É BÉE®åMÉä* 
  
  
  
 

SHRI E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (SIVAGANGA): Mr. Chairman, Sir, we have to really appreciate the
initiation of this Bill. It was actually an obligation for the past 20 years due to the international convention. When the
Ministry of Shipping was separated, people who were depending upon the ocean, were having hope that there will
be more focus on the transport through sea route.

Also, more opportunities will be created for the young people who are ready to go on the marine field and to have
more opportunities in foreign lands. We know that we are surrounded on three sides with great wealth which is
there in the ocean. We also know that the international transportation through the sea route is very much profitable
and appreciable in all respects. We can earn a lot of foreign exchange through this route. Besides, we can have a
lot of opportunities in shipbuilding and also for taking the cargo throughout the world.

We know that the Sethusamudram project was a fancy project dreamt by Mahakavi Bharathi during 1920s. He
dreamt that there will be a project which will link the entire world through the Tamil Nadu seashore. Tamil Nadu and
Kerala seashores were very famous during the various regimes of many kings. Seafarers were very much there and
merchants were going throughout the world, especially in the South Asian countries.

After modernity crept into the port facilities and also in the area of shipbuilding, India started lagging behind. As Shri
Ramesh Chennithala observed, we are somewhere ranking forty whereas we should have been in the first place
because we have got the first-rate technology in shipbuilding. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru did make shipbuilding a
priority area in the early period of our Independence. Subsequently, Shrimati Indira Gandhi made it a very fast
growing industry. But, we have left it afterwards because we were expecting more funds from the private sector.
Even if we want the private sector to invest more, we should have the shipbuilding activity in right earnest in
Visakhapatnam, Tuticorin and Kochi also. We have got very intelligent and skilful people in this area. They can be
brought into shipbuilding activity very easily.

I would like to make a suggestion. A number of people are going to the foreign shipping industry without proper
training. They are engaged for very small amounts when they enter the service. But, brokers are earning a lot of
money in foreign exchange. By enacting this new law, I feel that the Government would be able to see that
youngsters will not be cheated, proper employment opportunities will come their way, they can go to foreign
shipping industries through proper means and they would not be afraid of bringing back their money to India and
invest in India through proper channel. Therefore, I appreciate this particular provision of the Bill which says that the
seamen and seafarers are properly recruited and the agency is legalised so that it can be properly regulated.

I would like to focus upon other aspects of the Bill. First and foremost, Indian ports are not maintained properly.
There is a lot of corruption in our Port Trusts. We are spending crores of rupees for salvaging system and also for
removing sands to make proper pathway for bringing the ships inside. But we are not assessing as to how much we
have spent properly and whether the money is utilised properly. We have not measured it so far. It is just thrown
into the ocean. There should be a proper monitoring to find out how much money is spent in our Port Trusts.



into the ocean. There should be a proper monitoring to find out how much money is spent in our Port Trusts.

Modernity of Port Trusts is very much a requirement. A lot of input should be there and a lot needs to be followed in
the scientific method. We are now assessed at the international level as not up to the standard to bring their ships
to our shores. Colombo is catching all the ships to their shores, but we are losing on this count. Therefore, we have
to improve our machinery and manpower in this regard.

As regards controlling pollution at the seashore, a lot needs to be done. A number of our ships is grounded and the
ship salvage system is not properly made. Rags are being maintained for a number of years. I saw this with my own
eyes in Goa. There is a lot of oil pollution which is not removed for a number of years. Even now it is there.

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA: Even the people of Goa are complaining about it and they are saying that because
of vested interest, that ship is still there.

SHRI E.M.S. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN : One of the things which we can very often see in Chennai is the
grounding of ships. That is not removed immediately and that becomes an exhibit and people are afraid to come to
the shore. We would like you to focus on this point also, as also the pollution and damages to be given to the
fishermen. People who are living on fishing by their poor investment are deprived of their rights as pollution is not
removed by scientific method or by applying international norms. We are not following them. So, that should be
done immediately.

Finally, I would like to stress on the Sethu Samudram Project which is a fancy of the people, specially the people of
Tamil Nadu. Last year, only a poor allotment of Rs. 5 crore was made for the project preparation alone. NEERI has
already taken up the investigation. It had taken up the investigation four years before. Now, it is again given to
NEERI. I saw an article in which the hon. Minister has given a rosy picture. He is also having some fancy to create
the Sethu Samudram Project in all perspectives. I am very happy that the hon. Minister is having an intention to
create that Project in all perspectives. We are happy that the hon. Minister from Tamil Nadu, Shri Thirunavukkarasu
is in charge of it. We expect much more from the Shipping Ministry. At least, a huge amount should be allotted in the
coming budget and the Project should be initiated as it is and it should not remain on paper alone.

With these observations, I thank you very much.

SHRI A. BRAHMANAIAH (MACHILIPATNAM): Sir, I support this Bill.

A Committee was constituted under the Chairmanship of the Director-General of Shipping in February, 1991 to
review the various provisions of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 and to suggest suitable amendments. It carried
out its exercise and submitted its report in 1992.

The Committee under the chairmanship of the Secretary, Shipping had completed its review in January, 1999. The
Committee also felt that some sections needed to be amended on fast track basis due to their importance, namely,
Sections 21, 42, 45, 51, 89, 132, 138A, 369, 412, 414 and 436.

The Bill seeks to amend Sections 76, 87 and 95 which deal with seamen and other employees. Section 97 is also
being amended to prevent malpractices by the seamen unions. We have too many laws but we find that they are
not properly implemented. Sometimes, the law is used by the Director-General of Shipping or other Government
agencies to harass the seamen. Therefore, there should have been more elaboration on why sections 76, 87, 95
and 97 are being amended. There should be details on how the Seamen Union is indulging in malpractices. It is
known that the Survey Department harasses many vessel owners.

There is nothing in the law to inform about corruption and harassment. We have a vast coastline. Now we find that
the number of Indian shipping vessels is gradually coming down. This is because of foreign shipping companies
carry goods at a cheaper rate. We have to think of how to make the Indian shipping competitive so that we can earn
foreign exchange.

The Government should not only amend the outdated laws but also find out why Indian shipping is not prospering.
To a large extent, Indian bureaucracy is responsible.

The delays and old style of functioning has probably made it un-competitive to run ships with Indian flags.

Lastly, I do not know who is responsible for the Indian Ship Breaking Industry, which is unsafe to workers. The
Government should take note that thousands of Indian workers are being exposed to ships which are carrying
chemicals and other materials which are dangerous. Some attention of the Government is required to safeguard the
interests of the workers.

With these few words I conclude.

gÉÉ Ò ®Éà É¶É ä~ ~ÉBÉ ÖE® (BÉ ÖEã ÉÉ ¤É É) gÉÉ Ò ®Éà É¶É ä~ ~ÉBÉ ÖE® (BÉ ÖEã ÉÉ ¤É É) : àÉÆjÉÉÒ àÉcÉänªÉ uÉ®É |ÉºiÉÖiÉ àÉSÉç] ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ (AàÉåbàÉå]) ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ, 2002 BÉEÉä ºÉ{ÉÉä]Ç BÉE®xÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA àÉé JÉ½É cÖ+ÉÉ cÚÆ*



àÉé àÉÆjÉÉÒ àÉcÉänªÉ BÉEÉä £ÉÉÒ vÉxªÉ´ÉÉn nÚÆMÉÉ ÉÊBÉE =xcÉåxÉä ¤Éä®ÉäVÉMÉÉ®Éå BÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå ¤ÉcÖiÉ ÉÊSÉxiÉÉ JÉÖn cÉÒ VÉiÉÉ<Ç cè* <ºÉ ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE àÉå VÉÉä xÉÉÉẾ ÉBÉE BÉEàÉÇSÉÉÉÊ®ªÉÉå BÉEÉÒ £ÉiÉÉÔ cÉäxÉÉÒ cè, =ºÉ £ÉiÉÉÔ
àÉå xÉÉÉẾ ÉBÉEÉå BÉEä ÉÊciÉ BÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå, =xÉBÉEÉÒ ®FÉÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA BÉÖEU SÉÉÒVÉå ãÉÉ<Ç MÉ<Ç cé* ABÉE iÉ®{ÉE ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ BÉEÉ®{ÉÉä®ä¶ÉxÉ +ÉÉì{ÉE <ÆÉÊbªÉÉ VÉcÉÆ 5-6 ºÉÉè BÉE®Éä½ âó{ÉªÉä iÉBÉE |ÉÉäÉÊ{ÉE]
BÉEàÉÉiÉÉ cè, VÉä.AxÉ {ÉÉÒ.]ÉÒ. VÉèºÉä càÉÉ®ä {ÉÉä]ÂºÉÇ cé, ´Éä £ÉÉÒ |ÉÉäÉÊ{ÉE] ´ÉÉãÉä {ÉÉä]ÂºÉÇ cé, =xÉBÉEä |ÉÉ<´Éä]É<VÉä¶ÉxÉ BÉEÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ SÉãÉ ®cÉÒ cè* ´ÉcÉÆ ¤ÉcÖiÉ ºÉÉ®ä iÉâóhÉ BÉEÉàÉ BÉE® ®cä cé, ´ÉBÉEÇºÉÇ
BÉEÉàÉ BÉE® ®cä cé* àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ ´ÉBÉEÇºÉÇ BÉEÉÒ VÉÉä ÉÊSÉxiÉÉ ¤ÉiÉÉ ®cä cé, ´Éc ÉÊSÉxiÉÉ ºÉÉ®ä ÉÊ¤ÉVÉxÉäºÉ BÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå cÉäxÉÉÒ SÉÉÉÊcA* <ºÉBÉEä |ÉÉ<´Éä]É<VÉä¶ÉxÉ ºÉä ¤ÉäBÉEÉ®ÉÒ ¤ÉfÃxÉä BÉEÉ SÉÉÆºÉ ãÉMÉiÉÉ cè,
=ºÉBÉEä BÉEÉ®hÉ càÉ ´ÉcÉÆ £ÉÉÒ vªÉÉxÉ nåMÉä, AäºÉÉ àÉÖZÉä ãÉMÉiÉÉ cè*

àÉÆjÉÉÒ àÉcÉänªÉ xÉä <ºÉ ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ àÉå xÉÉÉẾ ÉBÉEÉå BÉEä ÉÊciÉ BÉEÉÒ ®FÉÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA +ÉSUä BÉEnàÉ =~ÉªÉä cé +ÉÉè® <h]®xÉä¶ÉxÉãÉ ºiÉ® {É® ºÉàÉÉxÉiÉÉ ãÉÉxÉä BÉEÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ +ÉÉ<Ç cèè* ªÉc +ÉSUÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ
cè ÉÊBÉE ÉÊBÉEºÉÉÒ BÉEÉÒ £ÉÉÒ BÉEÉä<Ç £ÉiÉÉÔ BÉE®iÉÉ cè, ABÉDSÉÖ+ÉãÉÉÒ ÉÊVÉºÉBÉEÉÒ £ÉiÉÉÔ ´ÉcÉÆ cÉäxÉÉÒ VÉ°ô®ÉÒ cè, VÉÉä BÉD́ ÉÉãÉÉÒ{ÉEÉ<b cè, =ºÉBÉEÉÒ £ÉiÉÉÔ xÉcÉÓ cÉäiÉÉÒ cè +ÉÉè® ÉÊBÉEºÉÉÒ BÉEÉÒ £ÉÉÒ £ÉiÉÉÔ cÉä VÉÉiÉÉÒ
cè, <ºÉÉÊãÉA BÉD́ ÉÉãÉÉÒ{ÉEÉ<b ãÉÉäMÉÉå BÉEÉÒ ´ÉcÉÆ £ÉiÉÉÔ cÉäxÉÉÒ SÉÉÉÊcA* àÉé àÉÆjÉÉÒ àÉcÉänªÉ ºÉä ABÉE ÉẾ ÉxÉiÉÉÒ BÉE°ôÆMÉÉ ÉÊBÉE +É{ÉxÉä SÉÉhÉBÉDªÉ BÉE®BÉEä ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ ºBÉÚEãÉ VÉèºÉä cé, ´ÉcÉÆ £ÉiÉÉÔ cÉäiÉä ºÉàÉªÉ
cÉÒ àÉUÖ+ÉÉ®Éå BÉEä ¤ÉSSÉÉå BÉEÉä VªÉÉnÉ ÉÊ|É{ÉE®åºÉ näxÉÉ SÉÉÉÊcA, BÉDªÉÉåÉÊBÉE ºÉàÉÖp ºÉä VÉxàÉ ºÉä c®nàÉ =xÉBÉEÉ ÉÊ®¶iÉÉ cÉäiÉÉ cè, àÉUÉÊãÉªÉÉå BÉEÉ ÉÊ¤ÉVÉxÉäºÉ +ÉÉVÉBÉEãÉ ¤Éxn cÉäiÉÉ VÉÉ ®cÉ cè
+ÉÉè® ¤ÉÉÉÊ®¶É àÉå càÉ ºÉàÉÖp àÉå àÉUÖ+ÉÉ®Éå BÉEÉä xÉcÉÓ VÉÉxÉä näxÉä BÉEÉ ÉÊxÉªÉàÉ ¤ÉxÉÉ ®cä cé iÉÉä <xÉ ãÉÉäMÉÉå BÉEÉä ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ ºBÉÚEãÉ àÉå VÉÉä |ÉÉÊ¶ÉFÉhÉ ÉÊnªÉÉ VÉÉiÉÉ cè, =ºÉBÉEä ÉÊãÉA VªÉÉnÉ ÉÊ|É{ÉE®åºÉ
ÉÊàÉãÉxÉÉ SÉÉÉÊcA, iÉÉÉÊBÉE +ÉÉMÉä VÉÉBÉE® càÉÉ®ä ªÉÖ́ ÉBÉEÉå BÉEÉä VªÉÉnÉ ®ÉäVÉMÉÉ® ÉÊàÉãÉä* càÉ VÉÉxÉiÉä cé ÉÊBÉE <ÆÉÊbªÉxÉ xÉÉÉẾ ÉBÉEÉå BÉEÉ {ÉÚ®ÉÒ nÖÉÊxÉªÉÉ àÉå +ÉSUÉ xÉÉàÉ cè ÉÊBÉE ªÉä ¤ÉcÖiÉ +ÉSUÉÒ iÉ®c
ºÉä BÉEÉàÉ BÉE®iÉä cé, =xÉBÉEÉ ¤ÉcÖiÉ +ÉSUÉ º]èhbbÇ cè* VÉèºÉä VÉÆMÉãÉ àÉå BÉEÉàÉ BÉE®xÉä ´ÉÉãÉä +ÉÉÉÊn´ÉÉºÉÉÒ ¤ÉxvÉÖ+ÉÉäÆ BÉEä ¤ÉSSÉä JÉäãÉBÉÚEn +ÉÉè® ÉÊxÉ¶ÉÉxÉä¤ÉÉVÉÉÒ àÉå +ÉÉMÉä VÉÉiÉä cé, <ºÉÉÊãÉA
àÉUÖ+ÉÉ®Éå BÉEÉä VªÉÉnÉ |ÉÉÊiÉÉÊxÉÉÊvÉi´É ÉÊàÉãÉäMÉÉ, AäºÉÉ àÉé SÉÉciÉÉ cÚÆ, <ºÉBÉEä ÉÊãÉA VÉÉä ºÉÉ®ä ÉÊxÉªÉàÉ àÉÆjÉÉÒ VÉÉÒ ¤ÉxÉÉ ®cä cé*

<ºÉ ÉẾ ÉvÉäªÉBÉE BÉEÉä àÉé ºÉ{ÉÉä]Ç BÉE®iÉÉ cÚÆ +ÉÉè® <xcÉÓ ¶É¤nÉå BÉEä ºÉÉlÉ +É{ÉxÉÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ ºÉàÉÉ{iÉ BÉE®iÉÉ cÚÆ*

PROF. RASA SINGH RAWAT (AJMER): Mr. Chairman, Sir, through you, I would like to draw the attention of the
hon. Minister towards two aspects. Firstly, I would like to know whether the Government is going to declare a
National Shipping Policy or not. The second aspect is this. Nearly 87 per cent of the total world tonnage pay zero to
two per cent tax, while in India the corporate tax is as much as thirty per cent. I would like to know whether the
Government is thinking of lowering it.

SHRI ANADI SAHU (BERHAMPUR, ORISSA): Sir, this Bill will create a problem at a later stage. Under clause 4,
powers for investigation have been given to the coast guards.

In the Coast Guard Act itself, it is there as an Armed Force of the Union. An Armed Force of the Union is not
supposed to take up investigation. I am not going into the details.

Secondly, I would like to say that rule-making provisions have not been provided in this Bill. It will create problems.

My third point is that complaint cases will be taken up by the designated court. When the complaint case is being
taken up by the designated court, there is no committal proceedings also. It will create problem. When we have so
many provisions for taking up the case by the designated court, there must have been minimum punishment
provided in the Bill. That has not been provided. The hon. Minister may elaborate on these things.

DR. V. SAROJA (RASIPURAM): Sir, with your permission, I would make one point.

I rise to support this Bill. I seek only one clarification. Clause 27 empowers the Central Government to frame rules to
carry out the purpose of International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation
for Oil Pollution Damage, 1992. As the hon. Member has rightly pointed out, it has not been specifically mentioned
about the rules that they are going to frame. In what way the oil pollution in the Goa Port can be taken care of by
amending this rule?

MR. CHAIRMAN : Everybody has sought some clarifications. I have a request to the hon. Minister. It is regarding my
constituency. There was a ferry service to be operated from Tuticorin to Sri Lanka. When are you going to operate
it? The Minister of State of your Ministry has often said that it is to be operated soon.

DR. V. SAROJA : I would also like to know about the completion and the present stage of the Sethusamudram
Project.

SHRI VED PRAKASH GOYAL: Sir, I am highly grateful to the hon. Members who have taken part in this debate on
this important Bill. A fear has been expressed by Dr. Raghuvansh Prasad Singh. <ºÉàÉå ÉÊcººÉÉ ãÉäxÉä ´ÉÉãÉä ¤ÉcÖiÉ BÉEàÉ ãÉÉäMÉ cÉäiÉä cé*
ºÉÉiÉ àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ ºÉnºªÉÉå xÉä xÉÉàÉ ÉÊnªÉÉ lÉÉ, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ nºÉ àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ ºÉnºªÉÉå xÉä ÉÊcººÉÉ ÉÊãÉªÉÉ cè* àÉé º´ÉÉMÉiÉ BÉE°ôÆMÉÉ ÉÊBÉE +ÉÉè® +ÉÉÊvÉBÉE ºÉnºªÉ <ºÉàÉå <Æ]®äº] ãÉå* <ºÉºÉä càÉå <ºÉàÉå
|ÉMÉÉÊiÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEÉ +ÉÉÊvÉBÉE +É´ÉºÉ® ÉÊàÉãÉäMÉÉ*

ªÉcÉÆ {É® àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ ºÉnºªÉÉå xÉä +É{ÉxÉÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ BÉEÉä ®JÉÉ +ÉÉè® ºÉ£ÉÉÒ xÉä <ºÉ ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ BÉEÉ º´ÉÉMÉiÉ ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ cè* =ºÉBÉEä ÉÊãÉA àÉé =xÉBÉEÉ ¤É½É +ÉÉ£ÉÉ®ÉÒ cÚÆ* VÉÉä ºÉÖZÉÉ´É àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ ºÉnºªÉÉå xÉä
ÉÊnA cé, ´Éä ªÉÉÊn <ºÉàÉå <xBÉEÉ{ÉÉæ®ä] xÉcÉÓ cÖA cé, iÉÉä =xÉ {É® ÉẾ ÉSÉÉ® ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ VÉÉAMÉÉ* àÉÉxÉxÉÉÒªÉ ºÉnºªÉÉå uÉ®É BÉÖEU º{ÉäÉÊºÉÉÊ{ÉEBÉE ÉẾ ÉÉªÉ =~ÉA MÉA cé, àÉé =xÉBÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå BÉÖEU BÉEcBÉE®
+É{ÉxÉÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ ºÉàÉÉ{iÉ BÉE°ôÆMÉÉ* gÉÉÒ ®àÉä¶É SÉäÉÎxxÉlÉããÉÉ VÉÉÒ xÉä ãÉäÉÊVÉºãÉäÉÊ]´É {ÉÉ´É® BÉEÉÒ ¤ÉÉiÉ BÉEcÉÒ, iÉÉä àÉé BÉEcxÉÉ SÉÉciÉÉ cÚÆ ÉÊBÉE ãÉäÉÊVÉºãÉäÉÊ]´É {ÉÉ´É® BÉEä ÉÊãÉA cÉÒ ªÉc ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ cè*

The Bill is supposed to have legislative powers to implement the advantages that have been provided to us by the
International Maritime Law. This Government saw the need of promoting shipping. It also saw the need to form a
separate Ministry of Shipping. It is for the first time that a separate Ministry of Shipping, which is not carrying any
other responsibility, has been given this charge. I am sure, many of you must have seen that this focus has already
started helping this industry.



The concessions given in the last Budget to the shipping industry are more than to any other Ministry. I can assure
you that the Government is very much alive to the responsibility to promote this neglected field, a field which needs
constant investments. Unfortunately, those investments have not come. So, additional benefits have been given in
the tax reforms to attract the investment. Most of the investments are going to be foreign for the amounts required
are very large.

A point has been repeatedly made by several Members and it was made very reasonably. It is about the
Vallarpadam project. Those of you who have met me even once would know that this Government has taken the
Vallarpadam project as a project of prestige.

It is because we have realised that all our cargo that comes by large ships has no place to land in India and about
40 per cent time is added in taking it to Colombo and Singapore. So, we are committed to this project. It was
mentioned that a tender has been floated. I agree that there was a tender, but there was only one offer and no final
decision has been taken on that. When we studied the tender, we found that the tender itself needs some changes
in the changed circumstances so that the revenue that comes to us is maximum. Earlier, the tender was based on
the experience gained only in one port, Jawaharlal Nehru Port at Nhava Sheva. Later we gained some experience
from the Chennai terminal which is also with P & O Ports now. Then, we privatised terminsls in Tuticorin and
Visakhapatnam ports. So, the whole experience taken together has helped us to prepare a better tender. The
international advisors selected for this purpose, through the normal process, are very good and we are getting very
good advice. The new tender will be ready and this will be out within a month. This time we are getting a better
response as we expected. Kochi has been selected after a number of reports because Kochi is the nearest to the
international sea route, only about eight nautical miles. So, this has already been selected and the work is in the
final stage. We will issue new tenders very soon and we would welcome and encourage any new Indian companies
bidding for that, jointly with some foreign companies.

Sir, a mention was also made about Kochi Shipyard. This point was also repeated by several hon. Members. Till
today, Kochi Shipyard is our best shipyard. It is a profit-making shipyard. It has turned the corner and we are doing
everything to flood it with orders. All the shipyards in the country suffer from lack of orders. So, they have no
incentive to increase efficiency. We are talking with the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. They have large
orders for platforms and we are working out a strategy so that all the shipyards in the country, including Mazagon
Dock get their share of business and that will make each one of them healthy.

As regards nationalisation, if you remember, Scindia Shipyard was one of the private yards which was taken over. It
has never made a profit. We have studied the reasons for it in detail. We are also trying to find technical and
managerial assistance from other countries and we are hopeful because we have got some response now. None of
them is short on equipment. They have got all the modern equipment with them and that is not their problem. They
have enough authority and enough funds to buy new equipment.

Sir, there was also a mention about dredging of deep sea ports. There was a repeated mention that a lot of money
is being spent on it, but the results have not come. We have found that dredging, for a long time, was being treated
as a very simple activity. We did some technical studies on that. We found that vessels only float on water and they
do not cut the obstruction. So, we have now to take up the most difficult project at Kolkata where all the foreign
companies have also raised their hands and nobody is ready to commit the depth. All the money has been spent on
the volume of silt removal, but that did not take us anywhere. Therefore, we have taken up detailed studies by our
own Indian agencies which are very well equipped and now we are hopeful that our own organisation, the Dredging
Corporation of India will successfully do it. I am sure about our own capabilities.

Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan said that he was an aggrieved party. I do not know what he is aggrieved about. The
assurance to look into the matter has been fulfilled because I am taking action on the assurance.

About the tender of P&O, I have already responded.

Provident Fund is another matter which disturbs many hon. Members. It disturbs me also . As soon as the fraud
came to our notice, the first action was to remove the person who was responsible. That was the first administrative
action without any delay and without even going into the details. Immediately an inquiry has been given to the CBI.
They are working on it.

I can assure you that there will be no interference from our side on the working of the CBI. There is no intention at
all to protect anybody. We want to go to the bottom. At the same time, we do not think that the management of
Provident Fund should, in future, remain under a Government agency. We are considering that matter and
discussing it with the people. There should either be a society or some other agency. But the Government
Department need not maintain the Fund. The Provident Funds are always contributory. So, be rest assured that
final action is being taken.



About foreign ships not employing workers, there is some misplaced information. All foreign ships are happy with
our officers and our seamen. They want more of them. Therefore, we have widened the scope of training. Now, it is
not only in the Chanakya, but many other places have also been opened in the country. Many schools have been
allowed. Now, we are going to have a maritime university of international level at Mumbai so that all this is regulated
properly and the courses are designed on the basis of international standards, and the examinations are held. It will
be possible to give Ph.D. and Post-Graduate Degrees by that Institute. An action has already been started. The
Society has been formed.

®PÉÖ́ ÉÆ¶É |ÉºÉÉn VÉÉÒ xÉä BÉEcÉ cè ÉÊBÉE ÉÊ¤ÉcÉ® àÉå VÉÉä {ÉÉxÉÉÒ BÉEä VÉcÉVÉ SÉãÉiÉä cé, ´Éä ºÉàÉÖp ºÉä ¤ÉcÖiÉ nÚ® cé* =xÉBÉEÉä xÉVÉnÉÒBÉE ãÉÉxÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA +ÉÉè® =xÉBÉEÉä ºÉÉMÉ® ºÉä VÉÉä½xÉä BÉEÉÒ oÉÎ] ºÉä
<xãÉéb ´ÉÉ]® ]ÅÉÆºÉ{ÉÉä]Ç BÉEÉ{ÉÉæ]æ¶ÉxÉ BÉEÉä <ºÉ àÉÆjÉÉãÉªÉ BÉEä +ÉvÉÉÒxÉ ÉÊãÉªÉÉ MÉªÉÉ cè* +ÉÉ{ÉBÉEÉä ¶ÉÉªÉn àÉÉãÉÚàÉ cÉäMÉÉ ÉÊBÉE ÉÊ{ÉUãÉä àÉcÉÒxÉä nÉä VÉMÉcÉå - {É]xÉÉ +ÉÉè® MÉÖ́ ÉÉcÉ]ÉÒ - {É® 25-30
BÉE®Éä½ âó{ÉA BÉEä ¤É½ä-¤É½ä ]ÉÌàÉxÉãÉ BÉEÉªÉÇ BÉEÉ =nÂPÉÉ]xÉ ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ MÉªÉÉ cè* ´ÉcÉÆ BÉEÉàÉ ¶ÉÖâó cÉä MÉªÉÉ cè* bäfÃ ºÉÉãÉ BÉEä +Éxn® àÉÉbxÉÇ +É{É]Úbä] ÉÊ®´É® ]ÅÉÆºÉ{ÉÉä]Ç ]ÉÌàÉxÉãºÉ ¤ÉxÉ ®cä cé*
<ºÉBÉEä +ÉãÉÉ´ÉÉ BÉE<Ç xÉA °ô]ÂºÉ £ÉÉÒ JÉÉäãÉxÉä {É® ÉẾ ÉSÉÉ® cÉä ®cÉ cè, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉä VÉÉä {ÉcãÉä BÉEä °ô]ÂºÉ cé, =xÉBÉEÉä ºÉ{ÉEãÉ ¤ÉxÉÉªÉÉ VÉÉAMÉÉ, ÉÊ{ÉE® =ºÉBÉEä ¤ÉÉn cÉÒ xÉA °ô]ÂºÉ BÉEÉä ÉÊãÉªÉÉ
VÉÉAMÉÉ* ABÉE º]bÉÒ cÉä ®cÉÒ cè* càÉ iÉÉä ´ÉèÉÎ¶´ÉBÉE |ÉÉÊiÉº{ÉvÉÉÇ àÉå PÉÖºÉ ®cä cé, <ºÉÉÊãÉA càÉÉ®ä ®ä]ÂºÉ VÉcÉÆ {É® £ÉÉÒ VªÉÉnÉ cè, =xÉBÉEÉä BÉEàÉ BÉE®åMÉä* BÉEàÉ BÉE®xÉä {É® ÉÊ¶ÉBÉEÉªÉiÉ xÉcÉÓ cÉäxÉÉÒ
SÉÉÉÊcA, ®ä]ÂºÉ ¤ÉfÃå iÉÉä ÉÊ¶ÉBÉEÉªÉiÉ cÉäxÉÉÒ SÉÉÉÊcA* càÉxÉä ºÉÉ®ä nä¶É àÉå {ÉÉä]ÂºÉÇ àÉå JÉSÉÉÇ BÉEàÉ BÉE®xÉä BÉEÉ ¤ÉÉäãÉÂÂb º]è{É ÉÊãÉªÉÉ cè* ABÉE ºÉÉãÉ BÉEä +Éxn® nºÉ |ÉÉÊiÉ¶ÉiÉ JÉSÉÉÇ BÉEàÉ BÉE®å* càÉ
ºÉcÉªÉiÉÉ BÉE® ®cä cé, ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ nä ®cä cé, iÉÉÉÊBÉE càÉÉ®É BÉEÉä<Ç <ÉÎBÉD́ É{ÉàÉå] xÉcÉÓ âóBÉEä* ªÉc 24 PÉx]ä SÉãÉxÉä ´ÉÉãÉÉÒ BªÉ´ÉºlÉÉ cè +ÉÉè® =ºÉBÉEä +ÉxÉÖ°ô{É cÉÒ ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ nÉÒ VÉÉ ®cÉÒ cè*

Shri Suddarsana Natchiappan has mentioned about our obligations. We are doing that. The only thing I am trying to
mention is that the coastal shipping comes under the purview of the State Maritime Boards. The only State whose
Maritime Board is most active is Gujarat. That is because there is businesslike approach, not going into a long
system or long winding process. That is why they are the only people who are most successful in coastal shipping.

In the same context, we have taken up Sethu Samudram. An hon. Member has raised it. You might like to know that
Sethu Samudram is a project of the nineteenth century. It is not a new project. It came into existence in 1886 or
something like that. The Navy had mooted it. When the Prime Minister announced in Chennai on the Marina Beech
that we shall open this, from that time onwards, we have taken it up very earnestly.

Our own Indian agencies are doing these studies and I think, you will see the report. It is only after that you will see
them operative and boats plying.

Oil pollution removal is provided in this Bill and all steps will be taken so that nobody can leave his oil here and go
away.

Shri Brahmanaiah has recollected the history of the Bill that I presented before you and I am happy that he has also
quoted it. He has also mentioned a new angle about ship breaking industry that has gone down. It is mostly going to
China. Seafarers are mostly coming from China. They are ready to work on any wages. We have retained our
standards. We are also going to a large number of seafarers that are available. Even if we have to compromise a
little, we will ask for their services. After all, a seafarer takes 12,500 dollars. Nowhere in the country, even in skilled
jobs, anyone can get this much. I am ready that even if he works at half the wages we will call them and we can
ward off the threat of China. That is the line on which we are discussing with them.

SÉÉhÉBÉDªÉ àÉå ®ÉàÉºÉä~ ~ÉBÉÖE® VÉÉÒ xÉä BÉEcÉ cè àÉU´ÉÉ®ä ¤ÉSSÉÉå BÉEÉä ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ näxÉä BÉEä ÉÊãÉA, =xÉBÉEä ÉÊãÉA ºÉÉÒ ABÉEnàÉ |ÉÉBÉßEÉÊiÉBÉE, xÉäSÉÖ®ãÉ cè* càÉ VÉ°ô® <ºÉä |Éä{ÉE®åºÉ nåMÉä* First
among equals, =ºÉ °ô{É àÉå =xcå AbÉÊàÉ¶ÉxÉ ÉÊnªÉÉ VÉÉAMÉÉ* <ºÉ iÉ®c BÉEä ¤ÉcÖiÉ ºÉä ºBÉÚEãÉ ¤ÉxÉÉA VÉÉ ®cä cé iÉÉÉÊBÉE BÉEä́ ÉãÉ BÉEÉäº]ãÉ AäÉÊ®ªÉÉ àÉå cÉÒ xÉcÉÓ, ¤ÉÉÎãBÉE nä¶É BÉEä
ÉËc]® ãÉéb àÉå £ÉÉÒ VÉMÉc-VÉMÉ® {É® <ºÉ iÉ®c BÉEÉÒ ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ nÉÒ VÉÉ ºÉBÉEä* àÉèÉÊ]ÅBÉE BÉEä ¤ÉÉn iÉÉÒxÉ-SÉÉ® àÉcÉÒxÉä BÉEÉÒ ]ÅäÉËxÉMÉ cè, ªÉc ¤ÉcÖiÉ VÉMÉc nÉÒ VÉÉ ºÉBÉEiÉÉÒ cè* xÉä¶ÉxÉãÉ ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ
{ÉÉÉÊãÉºÉÉÒ BÉEÉÒ ÉÊ®BÉE´Éäº] BÉEÉÒ cè, |ÉÉä. ®É´ÉiÉ VÉÉÒ xÉä BÉEcÉ cè, ªÉc ¤ÉxÉ ®cÉÒ cè +ÉÉè® VÉãnÉÒ +ÉÉAMÉÉÒ* ºÉÉcÚ VÉÉÒ xÉä {ÉÚUÉ cè, =xcÉåxÉä {ÉÖÉÊãÉºÉ ¤ÉèBÉEOÉÉ=Æb BÉEä ÉÊcºÉÉ¤É ºÉä BÉEcÉ cè ÉÊBÉE +ÉÉ{É
ãÉÉìWÉ ¤ÉxÉÉ ®cä cé, ãÉäÉÊBÉExÉ <à{ãÉÉÒàÉå] BÉEèºÉä cÉåMÉä* =ºÉä <à{ãÉÉÒàÉå] BÉE®åMÉä +ÉÉè® VÉcÉÆ xÉ BÉE® {ÉÉAÆ, =ºÉBÉEä ÉÊãÉA {ÉÖÉÊãÉºÉ cè, ´Éä {ÉBÉE½ä* ºÉ®ÉäVÉÉ VÉÉÒ xÉä BÉEÉäº]ãÉ ÉÊ¶ÉÉË{ÉMÉ BÉEÉ ÉÊVÉµÉE
ÉÊBÉEªÉÉ cè +ÉÉè® +ÉÆiÉ àÉå SÉäªÉ®àÉèxÉ ºÉÉc¤É xÉä ]Ú]ÉÒBÉEÉä®ÉÒxÉ BÉEä ¤ÉÉ®ä àÉå {ÉÚUÉ cè* àÉéxÉä ¤ÉiÉÉªÉÉ cè ÉÊBÉE ]Ú]ÉÒBÉEÉä®ÉÒxÉ ºÉä VÉÉä {ÉÚ́ ÉÉÔ iÉ] cè +ÉÉè® ]Ú]ÉÒBÉEÉä®ÉÒxÉ ºÉä gÉÉÒãÉÆBÉEÉ BÉEÉÒ ºÉÉÌ́ ÉºÉäºÉ ¤ÉcÖiÉ
VÉãnÉÒ ¶ÉÖ°ô cÉäxÉä ´ÉÉãÉÉÒ cè* gÉÉÒãÉÆBÉEÉ BÉEÉÒ ÉÊbàÉÉÆb cè +ÉÉè® ªÉä ºÉÉ®ÉÒ BÉEÉÊ~xÉÉ<ÇªÉÉÆ nÚ® cÉä MÉ<Ç cé, |ÉÉ<Ḉ Éä] {ÉÉÉÌ]ªÉÉÆ +ÉÉ MÉ<Ç cé* +ÉÉ{É näJÉåMÉä ÉÊBÉE VÉãnÉÒ cÉÒ gÉÉÒãÉÆBÉEÉ BÉEä ºÉÉlÉ ®äMÉÖãÉ®
ºÉÉÌ́ ÉºÉ ¶ÉÖ°ô cÉä VÉÉAMÉÉÒ*

àÉcÉänªÉ, àÉé ºÉàÉZÉiÉÉ cÚÆ ÉÊBÉE àÉéxÉä ºÉ¤É |É¶xÉÉå BÉEÉ ºÉÆFÉä{É àÉå +ÉÉè® ]Ú n {´ÉÉ<Æ] =kÉ® nä ÉÊnªÉÉ cè* àÉé +ÉÉ{É ºÉ¤É BÉEÉ +ÉÉ£ÉÉ®ÉÒ cÚÆ ÉÊBÉE SÉÉ®Éå iÉ®{ÉE ºÉä ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ BÉEÉä ºÉàÉlÉÇxÉ ÉÊàÉãÉÉ cè* àÉé
ºÉnxÉ ºÉä +ÉxÉÖ®ÉävÉ BÉE®iÉÉ cÚÆ ÉÊBÉE ÉÊ¤ÉãÉ BÉEÉä {ÉÉºÉ BÉE® ÉÊnªÉÉ VÉÉA* 
  
 

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is:

"That the Bill further to amend the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958, and the Major Port Trusts Act, 1963, as
passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into consideration." 
 

The motion was adopted.



MR. CHAIRMAN: The House shall now take up clause by clause consideration of the Bill.

The question is:

"That clauses 2 to 28 stand part of the Bill." 
  
  

The motion was adopted.

Clauses 2 to 28 were added to the Bill.

Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Long Title were added to the Bill.

 

SHRI VED PRAKASH GOYAL: I beg to move:

"That the Bill be passed."

MR. CHAIRMAN: The question is:

"That the Bill be passed." 
  
  

The motion was adopted.

 

18.50 hrs 
  
  

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Wednesday December 4, 2002/Agrahayana 13, 1924 (Saka).
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