17.29 hrs.

Title: Discussion on the resolution regarding conversion of State Highways to National Highways moved by Dr.
Madan Prasad Jaiswal. (Not concluded).

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House would now take up item No.36.

Before we take up the Resolution for discussion, we have to fix the time for this Resolution. Shall we fix two hours?
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Two hours has been allotted.
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MR. CHAIRMAN (DR. LAXMINARAYAN PANDEYA): Resolution moved:

"This House urges upon the Government to extend National Highway 28A from Chhapwa to Kushinagar
via Betia, Lauria, Bagaha, Chhitoni Rail cum Road Bridge in the States of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and
also to convert important State Highways to National Highways in all the States on priority basis."

SHRI M.O.H. FAROOK (PONDICHERRY): Sir, let me be brief because other Members have to speak on the
subject. | want to bring to the notice of the hon. Minister about the situation of the East Coast road. As far as | know,
the East Coast road from Chennai to Pondicherry is absolutely very good. | must congratulate for the action taken
at that level. But beyond Pondicherry to Nagapattinam, the position is very bad. It has been considered to be as the
National Highway. | must tell you that after Sirgazhi to Porayar, it has become horrible. It means we cannot even go.
That is the state of affairs of the National Highway which is there. Therefore, | would like to bring to your notice two
things. First, this Sirgazhi to Porayar road has to be repaired on a war footing. Otherwise, no vehicle will be able to
go over there. Just two days back, | had been to that place. Therefore, | was able to see that. This is has to be
taken up.

Then, your national policy on East Coast road should be given priority. Beyond Pondicherry to Nagapattinam,
nothing has been taken up in that direction. So, | would like to urge our hon. Minister to give priority on that line.



You send people to that section to see what | said is correct. You will be satisfied that what | just now said is
correct. This is my first point.

Secondly, the road from Pondicherry to Bangalore should have to be taken up. | think my friend wants to take the
credit. So, | will give the credit to him. He will speak on the subject. | think it has also to be taken up in the national
interest. This is all | just wanted to say.

SHRI ADHI SANKAR (CUDDALORE): Sir, | support the Resolution which is moved by Dr. Madan Prasad Jaiswal for
the conversion of State Highways into National Highways.

In my State, Tamil Nadu, most of the roads are under the control of the State Highways Road Authority, particularly,
Pondicherry to Chittoor road in my Cuddalore constituency. Also, otherwise, it is named as Cuddalore-Chittoor road
or CC road. It is a very, very important road in Tamil Nadu. This road starts from Pondicherry and ends in
Bangalore. It is connected by two States and a Union Territory. They are Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Pondicherry.
Nearly 10,000 vehicles are plying on this road daily. Now the road is in a pitiable condition. It is damaged also.

The breadth of the road is also very small. The length of the road is only about 200 kilometres. Due to the smaller
breadth and the pitiable conditions, the road is in a damaged condition, as a result of which a number of accidents
have occurred.

This road connects many towns. Cuddalore is one of the major towns; it is a district headquarters. Tiruvannamalai
is also one of the major towns; it is also a district headquarters. Nellikkuppam is another major town, serving the
very famous Parry's sugar mills. Another major town in Panrutti, which is a cashew nut producing area. A lot of
cashew nut is cultivated here. A lot of agricultural products are exported from Panrutti. My town, Tirukkovilur is one
of the famous temple towns; Tiruvannamalai is also a very famous temple town. These towns are linked in this
route. So, | would request the hon. Minister and urge upon the Government to include this road for conversion from
State highways to national highways.

With these words, | conclude.
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The House stands adjourned to meet on Monday 11" March, 2002 at 11.00 a.m.
18.01 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock

on Monday, March 11, 2002/Phalguna 20, 1923 (Saka).



