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Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Tejas, Light Combat Aircraft has been inducted in the Indian Air Force; 

(b) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and 

(c) the time by which it is likely to be inducted?

Answer

MINISTER OF DEFENCE (SHRI MANOHAR PARRIKAR) 

(a) to (c): No, Madam. Indian Air Force (IAF) placed order for 20 Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Tejas in Initial Operational Clearance
(IOC) configuration and 20 more Aircraft in Final Operational Clearance (FOC) configuration. LCA, Tejas has already achieved IOC in
December 2013 and FOC is likely to be achieved by end of 2015. The first of the IOC standard aircraft has been built and successfully
completed its maiden flight on 30th September 2014. This aircraft will be handed over to IAF by March 2015 after some upgrades.
The second aircraft will also be ready by March 2015 for maiden flight. The first 20 aircraft will be built by 2017-18. 
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