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Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of National Policy with regard to use of Polythene bags in the country;

(b) the mechanism adopted by the Government to deal with the menace of the plastic/polythene waste;

(c) whether some States have strictly banned the use of polythene bags and if so, the details thereof;

(d) whether there is any possibility of banning the use of polythene bags completely throughout the country in order to protect the
environment; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

Answer
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE

(DR. HARSH VARDHAN)

(a) The Government has notified Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, which, inter-alia, regulate manufacture, sale, distribution
and use of plastic carry bags including carry bags of compostable plastic, and plastic sheets for packaging or wrapping applications.
The use of carry bags made from conventional plastic with thickness less than 50 micron is prohibited. The use of plastic for
packaging gutkha, tobacco and pan masala is also prohibited. 

(b) As per the provisions of Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, the generators of waste have been mandated to take steps to
minimize generation of plastic waste, not to litter the plastic waste, ensure segregated storage of waste at source and handover
segregated waste to local bodies or agencies authorised by the local bodies. The rules also mandate the responsibilities of local
bodies, gram panchayats, waste generators, retailers and street vendors to manage the plastic waste. The rules mandate the
producers, importers and brand owners to work out modalities for waste collection system based on Extended Producer
Responsibility.

(c) In the country, 17 States / Union Territories have imposed complete ban on manufacture, stock, sale and use of plastic carrybags,
through directions/notifications and executive orders. Further, use of plastic carry bags has been partially banned in some pilgrimage
centres, tourist and historical places located in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Goa, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Odisha, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
(d) and (e) There is no proposal to impose ban on the use of polythene bags completely throughout the country.
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