GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:2609

ANSWERED ON:05.08.2015

Strategy on West Asia

Mahendran Shri C.;Rao (Avnthi) Shri Muthamsetti Srinivasa

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(@) whether India is planning to revisit the strategic dimensions of our relations with Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) the response of the Government to the announcement in Washington of a Saudi-Israeli alliance against Iran in the backdrop of the
existing relation with these countries; and

(d) the details of our West Asia Policy?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
[GEN. (DR) V. K. SINGH (RETD)]

(a) to (d) India's policy on West Asia has been guided by our long standing ties with the region and our desire not to interfere in the
internal affairs of States and being non-prescriptive. Despite the challenges of the regional flux, our bilateral relations with virtually all
countries of the region have been progressing structurally towards safeguarding our core interests. India's relations with other
countries are not premeditated on their political alliances, but rather based on the pursuit of our national interests. India has
continuously been working to enhance its relations with all the mentioned countries viz Saudi Arabia, Israel and Iran.
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