GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:346
ANSWERED ON:22.07.2015

Ban Students Forum

Thomas Prof. Kuruppassery Varkey

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:
(@) whether the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras has banned a students" forum on certain allegations;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the steps taken to revive the same?

Answer

MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(SMT. SMRITIZUBIN IRANI)

(a) to (c) : Ambedkar Periyar Study Circle (APSC), one of the many student organizations in IIT Madras, is an independent student
body. These independent student bodies are required to be registered with the Office of the Dean of Students and follow the
guidelines prescribed by the Board of Students, comprising elected student representatives. The APSC too is registered with the
Dean of Students and is also required to follow the prescribed guidelines. However, while conducting a meeting in the Institute, the
APSC issued pamphlets and put up posters publicly, using name of IIT Madras, without prior approval of the competent authority,
which was in violation of the prescribed guidelines. The registration granted to APSC was withheld temporarily and the APSC was
directed to present its position. Pursuant to a meeting held between IIT Madras authorities and the APSC representatives, the
recognition of APSC as an independent student body has been restored.
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