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Will the Minister of SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government proposes to introduce any new entrepreneurship scheme for empowerment of women; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether any motivating initiatives have been taken to encourage creation of self-employment opportunities by reducing certain
barriers and hurdles in obtaining financial assistance with encouraging subsidies; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken by the Government in this regard?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) IN THE MINISTRY OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
(SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY) 

(a) to (d) To cater to the needs of potential women entrepreneurs, who may not have adequate educational background and skills, the
Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Development Organization (MSME-DO), has introduced process/ product oriented
Entrepreneurship Development Programmes (EDPs) in areas like TV repairing, printer circuit boards, leather goods, screen printing
etc. There are also several other schemes of the government like Income Generating Scheme, implemented by the Department of
Women and Child Development, which provides assistance for setting up training-cum-income generating activities for needy women
to make them economically independent. The Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has been implementing two special
schemes for women viz; Mahila Udyam Nidhi which is an exclusive scheme for providing equity to women entrepreneurs and the
Mahila Vikas Nidhi which offers develop- mental assistance for pursuit of income generating activities to women. Further, SIDBI has
also taken initiative to set up an informal channel for credit needs on soft term giving special emphasis to women including training for
credit utilization and credit delivery skills for the executives of voluntary organizations working for women.
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