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Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a ) whether the Government has recently reviewed the scheme Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure Facilities for
Production and Distribution of Quality Seeds` in the country; 

(b) if so, the outcome thereof; 

(c) the difficulties identified during the review and the corrective measures taken/ proposed to be taken by the Government in the
implementation of the scheme; and 

(d) the expenditure incurred under the scheme during the current year in each State?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI TARIQ ANWAR) 

(a) to (c): A Central Sector Scheme 'Development and Strengthening of Infrastructure Facilities for Production and Distribution of
Quality Seeds' is being implemented on all India basis from the year 2005-2006 aiming at ensuring production and multiplication of
high yielding certified/quality seeds of all crops in sufficient quantities and making them available to the farmers. The above scheme
was evaluated by the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta for its implementation during X Plan (2005-2006 to 2006-2007) and its
report in implementation of the Scheme is positive. 

Although the existing scheme has contributed in doubling the availability of quality seeds in the country during the last 5 years, a need
has been felt to upgrade and expand the existing scheme into a Mission mode in order to include new/emerging technologies in
production of quality/certified seeds, improving seed testing laboratories, support seed producing agencies in adopting new seed
producing technologies etc., in a time bound and integrated approach to further improve the availability of quality seeds to the farmers
and at a reasonable price. Accordingly, during the XII Plan, a Sub-Mission for Seed and Planting Material (SMSP) under National
Mission on Agricultural Extension and Technology (NMAET) will be implemented. Under SMSP, interventions cover the entire gamut
of seed production chain, from production of nucleus seed to supply of certified seeds to the farmers, to provide support for creation of
infrastructure conducive for development of the seed sector, support to the public seed producing organisations for improving their
capacity and quality of seed production, create dedicated seed bank to meet unforeseen circumstances of natural calamities, etc. 

(d): Government of India releases fund to the States under the Scheme for causing expenditure in accordance with the Scheme
Guidelines. State-wise fund released under the above scheme during the current financial year (as on 31st January, 2014) is annexed.
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