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Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government hasconducted any study to assess the impactof growing air pollution on health of the citizens of
metropolitan/non-metropolitan cities and rural areas of the country; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether due to increasing pollutionthe people are facing many health problemslike respiratory diseases, heart attack andcancer
and if so, the steps taken by the Government to improve the air quality; 

(d) whether the Government has anyproposal to prescribe any uniform pollution limit across the country as per the standards of World
Health Organisation; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof along withthe measures taken by the Government to achieve the target?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS 

(SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN) 

(a) to (e):The Government has recently revised NAAQS and limits for 12 pollutants have been notified. Area classification based on
land-use has been done away with so that there are uniform ambient air quality norms for residential and industrial areas. Five new
pollutants have been included for ambient air quality assessment which include Ozone, Benzene, Benzo(a) Pyrene, Arsenic and
Nickel. In addition, PM2.5 (particulate matter having size less than 2.5 micron) has replaced the parameter for suspended particulate
matter (SPM). 

As per available literature, (PM2.5) may cause respiratory ailments, including cancer, and heart disease. A few reports published by
various institutions refer to other studies. These results are indicative rather than conclusive. However, no conclusive study reports are
available in this regard. 

Emissions from vehicles, suspended roadside dust, industries, thermal power plants, construction activities etc. are the main source
of air pollution. Steps taken by the Central Government for control of air pollution include formulation of a Comprehensive Policy for
Abatement of Pollution, supply of improved auto-fuel, tightening of vehicular and industrial emission norms, mandatory environmental
clearance for specified industries, management of municipal, hazardous & bio-medical wastes, promotion of cleaner technologies,
strengthening the network of air quality monitoring stations, assessment of pollution load, sources apportionment studies, preparation
and implementation of action plans for major cities & critically polluted areas, public awareness etc. 
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