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Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has revised the eligibility criteria for meritorious students belonging to the low income background under
the Central Sector Scheme of Scholarship for college and university students; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the Government has also approved the changes in the eligibility norms of scholarship for college and university students; 

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 

(e) the extent to which these changes are likely to benefit the students?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OFHUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT( Dr. SHASHI THAROOR) 

a) to (d) While there has been no change in the income criteria, the criteria of merit has been amended. Under the earlier norms, one
of the criteria was that a student had to score 80% and above in the Class-XII or equivalent examination, to be eligible for applying for
the scholarship. As per the revised norms, students who are above the 80th percentile of successful candidates in the relevant stream
for a particular Board of Examination, in Class XII of 10+2 pattern or equivalent, would be eligible for applying for the scholarship
under this scheme. The selection, however, would continue to be on merit from among all those applicants who meet the eligibility
criteria. 

e) Under the revised norms, many more students are eligible to apply for this scholarship. 
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