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Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether imbalances exist in Higher Education in the country; 

(b) if so, the reason therefor; 

(c) whether about 12 per cent of the students who have completed secondary education enroll for higher education in the country as
against about 70 percent in some developed countries; and 

(d) if so, the steps taken by the Government to address this huge gap?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT(SMT. D. PURANDESWARI) 

(a) to (c): The National Sample Survey (NSS) data for 2004-05, indicates rural-urban disparities, gender disparities, inter caste
disparities, imbalances in access opportunities fo r tribal population o f the country, disparities amongst religious groups and
differences in enrolment rates between the poor and non-poor. The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education for the nation as
a whole as a percentage of the population cohort in the age group of 18-24 years is 12.4% based on 2007 enrolment data whereas
the GER in secondary education (class XI-XII) as a percentage of the population in the age group of 16-18 years is 28.96% based on
data reported in Selected Educational Statistics of 2006-07. 

(d): During the Eleventh Plan establishment of Central Universities in hitherto uncovered States has been envisaged. 15 New Central
Universities have been notified on 15.1.2009 and another Central University has been established in Jammu Division of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir. The Indira Gandhi National Tribal University (IGNTU) has been established for facilitating and promoting studies
i n areas concerned with the way o f li fe o f the tribal population in the country. A new Regional Centre of the IGNTU has been
inaugurated in Manipur. University Grants Commission (UGC) has invited detailed project proposals from State Governments for
establishment of 374 model degree colleges in the districts having GER lower than national level with the Centre-State funding in the
ratio of 1:1 for Special Category States and 1:2 for other States. The Eleventh Plan has schemes for incentivizing State Governments
for setting up of new institutions or expansion of existing institutions with Central assistance with focus on underserved areas,
strengthening colleges and State universities with focus on underserved areas which not presently eligible for receiving assistance
from UGC to enable these institutions to fulfil the criteria for UGC assistance, additional assistance to State universities and colleges
which are already declared fi t to receive grants under Section 12B of the UGC Act. The All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has permitted second shift i n certain engineering colleges and polytechnics. Expansion of intake in Central Educational
Institutions by 54% has been undertaken consequent to the implementation of the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in
Admission) Act, 2006. A scheme of interest subsidy during moratorium period for students accessing educational loans for technical
and professional education, has been notified on 8.9.2009.
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