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Will the Minister of STEEL be pleased to state:

(a) whether iron ore is supplied by National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) to all the iron ore based industry in the country
including Chhattisgarh; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; 

(c) whether the iron ore supplied by NMDC is adequate to fulfil the needs and demands of local industries; 

(d) if not, the reasons therefor; and 

(e) the steps taken/being taken by the Government to ensure the supply of adequate quantity of iron ore?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STEEL (SHRI BENI PRASAD VERMA) 

(a)to(d): NMDC Limited produced 27.3 million tonnes and supplied 26.91 million tonnes of iron ore to domestic industries during the
year 2011-12, which is around 16% of the country's total production of iron ore of 169.66 million tonnes (provisional) and around 23%
of the total estimated consumption of about 116.3 million tonnes of iron ore by the domestic iron and steel industry. Besides NMDC,
there are many other public and private sector iron ore mining companies, which supply iron ore to the iron and steel industry in the
country. 

(e) The production of iron ore in India is in excess of the total estimated domestic consumption by the iron and steel industry. However,
to improve availability of iron ore to domestic iron and steel industry at affordable price, the Government has increased the export duty
on iron ore from 20% ad valorem to 30% ad valorem on all grades of iron ore (except pellets) with effect from 30.12.2011.
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