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Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is true that while the number of higher educational institutions have expanded in India, yet the same are still very low
compared to India`s population; 

(b) if so, whether the Government proposes to set up more educational institutions in the country; 

(c) if so, the details thereof; 

(d) whether the Government proposes to provide tertiary degrees to its citizens by 2020; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (DR. D. PURANDESWARI) 

(a): The challenges to the Indian higher education system include challenges of access to higher education. Some areas of the country
still do not have adequate number of higher educational institutions. 

(b) & (c): Education, being in the Concurrent List, creation of new institutions is the responsibility both of Central and State
Governments. Central Government is creating new institutions, wherever required, depending on resources. Several programmes and
schemes initiated by the Government have led to creation of fresh intake capacity in higher education. These include Scheme of
Model Degree Colleges in 374 identified Educationally Backward Districts, 16 new Central Universities, 08 Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), 07 Indian Institute of Management (IIMs), 10 National Institute of Technology (NITs) etc. Consequent to passing of
the Central Educational Institutions (Reservation in Admission) Act, 2006, the Central Government has increased the intake capacity
in all Central Educational Institutions (CEI) to an extent of 54%. 

(d) & (e): The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education has increased from 12.4% in 2007-08 to 15% in 2009-10. The
Government aims to achieve a GER of 30% in higher education by 2020.
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