
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION

LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:4387
ANSWERED ON:30.08.2011
BIO METRIC CARDS 
Punia Shri P.L. 

Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether the experiment of biometric cards under the Public Distribution System (PDS) has been successful; 

(b) if so, whether the Government is contemplating to implement the said system across the country; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (PROF. K.V.
THOMAS) 

(a) to (c): Government has approved implementation of a pilot scheme on Smart Card based delivery of essential commodities under
Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) in Chandigarh Union Territory (UT) and State of Haryana. Under the scheme, the existing
ration cards will be replaced by Smart Cards which will have biometric features (fingerprints) of adult members of beneficiary families,
based on which verification of genuineness of the beneficiary family will take place and only thereafter the essential commodities will
be issued to them from the fair price shops. After implementation of the scheme in pilot States, it will be evaluated so as to assess the
cost benefits, suitability of technology and the feasibility of replicability in other States/UTs. 
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