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Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it would take years to fill the ozone layer hole as per the Inter- Governmental Panel of Climate Change (IPCC); 

(b) if so, whether any steps have been taken to fill the said layer hole, alongwith the contribution of the scientists of Indian origin in this
regard; 

(c) whether the Government is providing any special package or contribution to organizations engaged in this pursuit; and 

(d) if so, the details thereof?

Answer

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN) 

(a) & (b): Based on scientific findings on the cause of ozone layer depletion, international community has catalysed global action to
protect the ozone layer resulting in the adoption of the Vienna Convention in 1985 and Montreal Protocol in 1987. India became the
party to the Vienna Convention on 19th June, 1991 and to the Montreal Protocol on 17th September 1992 and ratified all its
amendments. 

As per the scientific studies, it is expected that the ozone layer will be fully recovered to the pre-1980 level by 2050. Although, the
production and consumption of major Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) responsible for depletion of ozone layer have already
been phased-out, still some of these chemicals which were released globally earlier are still active in the stratosphere because of their
long atmospheric life, thus this necessitates some time for complete recovery of the ozone layer. The size of Antarctic ozone layer hole
measured in October 2010 was 22.2 million square kilometer, while the size reported in 2009 and 2008 were 24 million square
kilometer and 27 million square kilometer respectively. This clearly indicates that the global efforts made including by India through the
Montreal Protocol for the protection of the ozone layer are in the right direction and the Ozone Layer is on the path of recovery. 

A number of research institutions and individual scientists both from within the country and non-resident Indian scientists have made
contributions towards the phase out ODSs and recovery of Ozone layer. Indian industry has played a key role in phasing-out the
production and consumption of major ODSs like Chloroflurocarbons (CFCs), Carbontetrachloride (CTC) and Halons with effect from
1.1.2010. 

(c) & (d): A number of steps have been taken including the fiscal and regulatory measures for implementation of the Montreal Protocol
for the phase out of ODSs in the country. The technical and financial support for ODS phase-out activities to the Industry are directly
provided by the Montreal Protocol. 

The next task ahead is the phase-out of production and consumption of next category of chemicals known as
Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) with an accelerated phase-out schedule adopted by the Montreal Protocol. 
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