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Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has raised security related issues with Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) regarding the award of
contracts to various telecom companies including foreign companies especially HUAWEI group; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the action taken/being taken by the Government in this regard?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI GURUDAS
KAMAT) 

(a) to (c) Sir, the tenders for procurement of 93 million lines for GSM equipment was floated by the four zones of BSNL on 01.05.2008.
The tender was floated for 25 million lines each by NORTH, WEST and SOUTH zones and for 18 million lines by the EAST zone. 

Ministry of Home Affairs/Intelligence Bureau have raised concern over the presence of foreign companies, especially from certain
countries in the critical and sensitive border areas, that may have national security implications. Accordingly, a security guideline has
been issued to BSNL.
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