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Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government propose to promote foreign investment in Cold Storage facilities in the country; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the quantum of income likely to be generated from such foreign investments?

Answer

MINISTER OF THE STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND MINISTER OF THE STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FOOD
PROCESSING INDUSTRIES (SHRI ARUN YADAV) 

(a) to (c): 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is allowed under automatic route in storage and warehousing including warehousing
of agriculture products with refrigeration (cold storage). Also, the existing policy allows for 51 % Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), in
only single brand retail trade, subject to specified conditions. Government has received suggestions from associations trade bodies
for allowing FDI in multi brand retail. The objective is to enhance the operational efficiency of back-end infrastructure in the retail
sector, reduce wastage in the agricultural sector, enhance benefit to producers, integrate the retailer in the value chain and benefit
consumers through greater competition. Towards this end, the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion has released a
Discussion Paper titled `Foreign Direct Investment in Multi-Brand Retail Trading`, with the aim of generating informed discussion on
the subject and obtaining the views and comments of various stakeholders. 
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