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further to amend the Representation of the People 
Act, 1950 and the Representation of the People Act. 
1951.

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is :

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Representation of the 
People Act. 1950. and the Representation of 
the People Act 1951.’

The motion was adopted

SHRI RAMAKANT D. KHALAP : I introduce the Bill

20.12 hrs.

1996*97

RAILWAYS BUDGET - GENERAL DISCUSSION 

AND 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS ON ACCOUNT
(RAILWAYS) - CONTD

MR CHAIRMAN ; Those who want to go for dinner
they can go Their names are not called Again they can 
come back

SHRI DWARAKA NATH DAS (Karimganj) Sir I rise 
not to support this Railway Budget but at the same 
time not to totally oppose it This Budget is not a very
good one but at the same time not a very bad one
also It is in between

The present Railway Budget 1996-97 is simply a 
copy of the earlier one That is there are no innovations 
at all Second class fare has not been increased There 
are frequencies of trams and some new trains have 
been introduced and there are a few extensions Except
this this Budget is thoroughly urban-oriented and not at 
all rural-oriented

In this Budget, Southern Assam and Tripura had 
thoroughly been neglected although the hon Railway 
Minister has assured that rural and backward areas will 
be connected by rail But his assurance is totally in 
vain (Interruptions) In all the branch sections of railways 
in Southern Assam running of trains is being withdrawn 
In course of time, this branch line will  p robably be
closed Previously the trains used to run two to three
times in 24 hours but now it is only one time

So I feel that there is some secret agreem ent 
between the surface transport and the rail transport
Otherwise it could not happen

As there is not sufficient time at the disposal of the
Chair I am not going to discuss some aspects of the
Railway Budget but simply I want to put forward my 
demands The railway line should be extended from 
D u llabche rra  to R anpur  Of c o u rse  th is  is in my

c o n s t i tu e n c y  T h is  p ro p o s e d  D u l la b c h e r ra -R a n p u r  
Branch Section is in Karimganj district of Assam People
of that backward area have been demanding for the 
same since 1977, But till this date, nothing has been 
done. Further the Badarpur railway junction in Kanmganj 
d istr ic t of Assam should  be upgraded as a rai lway 
d iv is ion  wh ich  has been assu red  by the p rev ious  
Congress Government as it is the nerve centre of rail 
service in Southern Assam.

Next, the proposed broad gauge line should be
extended from Lumding to Kumarghat in Tripura via 
Badarpur as it is the lifeline connecting Tripura with 
Assam Of course, the broad gauge line should be 
extended to Silchar via Badarpur as provided in the 
Budget It is a long-pending demand I hope that the 
construction of the broad gauge line would be taken up 
very soon But the budgetary provision for this broad 
gauge line is so small that I think within 10-15 years it 
cannot be completed

Construction of Lala Bhairangti line in Katakhal- 
Bhairabi branch section in Hailakandi district of Assam 
should be taken up soon for which the survey has 
already been made But up to this date nothing has
been done Then, why has the survey been made 
for this l ine9 There is a strong demand for this branch 
line

The fre q u e n cy  of tra ins  in b ranch  sec t ions  in 
Karimganj and Hailakandi districts of Assam should be 
increased for the convenience of the passengers. In 
this branch line form Katakhal to Bhairabi the train 
goes on ly  once in a day and from K a n m g a n j  to 
D u llabcherra  also the tram goes only once in day 
Previously this tram used to go two or three times in 24 
hours But it is available now only once

20.20 hrs

(Prof Rita Verma - in the Chain

Madam the Cachar Express connecting Silchar with
Lumding through the hill section should originate from
Karimganj because the Barak Valley Express as well as 
the Cachar E xpress or ig inate from S ilchar ignoring 
Karimgai So I hope that the hon Railway Minister 
would make a provision so that the Cachar Express can 
orgmate from Harimganj junction of my constituency If 
the Cachar Express originates from Karimganj junction 
I think the passengers ot not only the Karimganj district 
but also ot Kailakandi d istrict will  be benefited The 
hundred coaches of two prestigious trains that is the
Barak Valley Express and Cachar Express connecting 
Silchar and Lunding and also of trams in the branch 
section ot Southern Assam should be replaced by new
once because these coaches are worn out In these two 
trams, that is the Barak Valley Express and the Cachar 
Express there should be a provision tor AC coaches 
The railway tracks in ali the branch section m Southern
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Assam are the worst in the entire area These should
be improved immediately

So far as reservation centres are concerned, there 
are only nine computerised reservation centres in the
North-Eastern Frontier Railways whereas there are as 
many as 52 reservation centres in the Northern Railway
zone. So, such centres should be extended to Badarpur
Railway Junction in Karimganj district of Assam and
also to Dharmanagar in Tripura State,

There should be a double track railway lines from 
New Jalpaiguri to Guwahati because there is at present, 
a single track between New Jalpaiguri to Guwahati 
That is the main reason for late running of trams in the 
North-East. So I demand that these tracks should be 
doubled at least from New Jalpaiguri to Guwahati At 
the same time, there should be erection of concrete 
walls in the railway track from New Alipurdwar to New
Coochbehar station to save the track from awful floods
caused by River Tiesta and its branches

At the same time. I would suggest that there should 
be social forestry done on both sides of the railway
track to preserve the environment I am not speaking 
about the North Frontier railway area but I want that 
there should be social forestry done on both sides ot 
the railway track on an all India basis to maintain and 
preserve the natural environment

All the d istant casual labourers of NF railways 
should be re-employed as assured by the previous 
Government But nothing has been done in this respect 
upto this time It is a common aspect that trains are 
running late sometimes from five to twenty hours This 
has been the case in case of trains running from North- 
East to Delhi Bombay and other western cities In my 
constituency it is common that all the trains on the
branch lines always run late So I request the hon
Railway Minister to look into the affairs to the Railways

So far as the u nm anned  leve l c ro s s in g s  are 
concerned, there are some accidents in my constituency 
itself So far these unmanned level crossings there 
should be some arrangement so that in future accidents 
do not occur

Last but not least I should say the freight charges 
in this Budget have been increased by ten per cent Of 
course m the case ot some consumer goods, they have
been exempted But in other cases there is a ten per 
cent increase I would request the hon Railway Minister
to make it five per cent Our hon Member Shri Ram 
Naik also expressed this view

With these words I hope the hon Railway Minister
will look into my demands and do the needful at an 
early date

SHRI UDAYSINGRAO GAIKWAD (Kolhapur) Let 
me at the outset congratu la te  the hon Minister for
Railways Shri Paswan who has p resented the first
e x c e l le n t  R a ilw ay  B udge t of the  N a t io n a l  Front 
Government

I would like to point out some salient features and 
also some highlights of this Budget. There is no increase 
in the fare of Second Class ordinary and Second Class 
mail and express trains. There is no increase in the fare 
of monthly and quarterly season tickets for Second and 
First Class. There is no increase in the existing freight 
rates for newspapers, magazines, foodgrains for public 
distribution system, edible oil. salt, fruit and vegetable, 
edible cakes and oil seeds. They have been exempted 
The minimum distance for the freight charges is to be 
revised from 75 to 100 kms All these proposals are in 
the larger interest of the community at large.

The burden of resource rising is shitted to upper 
class. There is a 10 per cent rise for all distance in 
respect of Air Condit ioned First Class. AC Sleeper both 
in 2 tier and 3 tier and AC Chair Car Fares of prestigious 
luxury cars like Ra jdhan i.  Sha tabd i August Kranti 
Express will also go up by ten per cent I hope our
friends from upper class of the society will bear this 
burden willingly as it is not much for them Thus, the
hon Minister has distributed the burden equitably

There are also some important features of the 
Budget As far as the new developments are concerned 
fifteen new trains are being introduced All the religious 
places of the country are being connected by fast trains 
and a new Ind ian  R a ilway C a te r ing  and Tourism  
Corporation is being set up Modern communication 
facilities are being introduced between the tram driver 
and the nearest railway station in case of accidents 
There are welcome features though some of these 
projects were launched in the Congress regime by the 
previous hon Railway Minister

The other prob lem about which I must make a 
m ent ion  is the d i f f icu l t ie s  of the suburban  traff ic 
E s p e c ia l ly ,  the M e tro s  like M um ba i  are fac ing  
tremendous problems of communication Last year, a 
promise was made to undertake developmental works 
In this years  Budget adequate attention has not been 
paid to this aspect and the issue appears to have been
neglected Some hon Members from Mumbai have 
already mentioned about this and I only say that I support
their views So please pay adequate attention to these
problems and take some effective steps in this regard

I would like to congiatu late once again the dynamic 
hon Minister of Railways for fulfilling the long awaiting 
aspirations of the people of the North-East by connecting 
their trains with each other and also to the national 
capital In these remote areas a lot of people have not 
seen trains as of date The hon Minister has mentioned 
this in his speech also I would like to mention that hon 
M em ber, S h r i  S a n to s h  M o han  Dev has a l re a d y  
mentioned about this historic fact and also noted the
efforts that he has taken to get these trains for that 
region connecting the seven sisters to India

The hon Minister, during his speech, requested the 
M in is ter of F inance  to allocate more funds In this 
context, I must mention that the Minister of Finance, in
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his speech, has given the green signal for the request
When I was looking at the hon. Minister of Railways 
during the speech of the Minister of Finance, I could 
make out that he was relaxed and relieved.

I will now come to make suggestions regarding my 
district, Kolhapur. I would like to give some important 
suggestions for my district and my constituency. Kolhapur 
is a h istorical place and an industria l town, having 
about 7,000 small scale industrial units and also some 
spinning mills and fourteen sugar factories, functioning 
well to their crushing capacity. My district has also some 
export oriented units. The Kolhapur Railway Station has 
completed hundred years of its existence and the people 
of my district have celebrated the occasion by organising 
a big function

The traffic from Kolhapur to Mumbai and back is 
very heavy and to get the reservation for air-conditioned 
two-tier sleeper class is very difficult All the business 
men from Mumbai come to Kolhapur and it is very 
difficult for them to get the reservation We are having 
only two trains from Kolhapur to Mumbai. One is the 
Mahalakshmi Express and the other is the Sahayadri 
Express It is very difficult to get accommodated in air- 
condit ioned two-tier s leeper class coaches in these 
trains So, I would urge upon the Government and the 
hon Minister to provide one such coach for each tram 
as early as possible

We have been requesting for years together to have 
a superfast train in troduced between Ko lhapur and 
Mumbai and back This longstanding demand is still
pending. Even though justice has been rendered to 
other States, we have not been given this superfast 
train This has not been done even though Kolhapur is 
an industrial and a historical town

I now come to the Konkan Project In the State of 
Maharashtra. Kolhapur is a border district of Ratnagiri
The Konkan Railway Project is to be opened up by
O c to b e r  fo r g o ods  t ra in s  and by D e c e m b e r  fo r 
passengers

Th is  w o u ld  p ro v id e  the  m uch  n e e d e d  v i ta l  
communication to this under deve loped area While 
speaking on this subject, I would like to mention that I 
had mentioned last year also that the rail link between 
Kolhapur and Ratnagir i  is very im portan t This will  
connect Konkan Railway with the Decker Plateau and 
will give the much needed rail connections This will
encou rage  trade, tou r ism , com m erce  and indus try  
between the two regions which will tr igger off further
economic development

Unfortunately, the present Budget does not mention 
anything about this longstanding demand of ours I, 
therefore request you to include this demand in your 
future railway deve lopm ent plans I have requested 
several times to get a survey done on the rail link
between Kolhapur and Ratnagiri stations including the 
renovation of one hundred year old station of Kolhapur 
The above  de m a n d  inc ludes  the b e a u t i f i c a tu n  of

surrounding areas of the railway station and widening 
the platforms of Hathangale and Rekadi railway stations. 
At present, if the tra ins come to these two railway 
stations, the platforms are so small that half of the train
remains outside the platform and the passengers find
it very difficult to get down and get back into the train
again. So. kindly see that the platforms are widened.

Sir. we had re q u e s te d  fo r  an o v e r -b r id g e  at 
T em b l inaka  on P u n e -B a n g a lo re  h ig h w a y  For the  
construction of this over-bridge, fifty per cent of the 
funds is to be shared by the local bodies, such as 
corporations, zilla parishads. municipalit ies etc.. and 
MLAs and MPs are also ready to contr ibute money from 
their own funds, so that fifty per cent can be covered by 
local bodies, MLA and MPs and the rest fifty per cent
shall be given by the National Government and the 
Railway Department So I kindly urge upon the Minister
that he should part with this fifty per cent so that we can
get this overbridge

I request the hon Minister that while replying to the 
suggestions that ! have made he should come out with 
a statement that he would honour the assurance given 
by our Minister Shri Suresh Kalmadi He had visited 
Kolhapur long back and he had announced in a public 
m ee t in g  tha t he w o u ld  g ive  th is  fu n d  from  his 
discretionary quota for widening of the railway platforms 
and also for the beautification of the hundred year old 
railway stations He had given an assurance that he 
would see that the rail link between the Kolhapur and
Ratnagiri stations is surveyed immediately

While concluding I must say that my Party, the 
Indian N a t iona l  C o n g re ss  sup p o r ts  such  a po l icy  
because this is in line with the thinking of providing 
relief to the poor people of this country Therefore, on 
behalf of myself and my party I strongly support the 
Budget presented in this august House by the hon 
Minister of Railways. Shri Ram Vilas Paswan

SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY (Basirhat; Madam 
Chairperson, this is the first Railway Budget of the new 
Government I do support this Railway Budget and I do 
appreciate the outlook of the Railway Budget There is 
no doubt that Railway plays an important role in our
country Railway is the symbol of national integration 
The railway compartment is like a miniature India in 
which people of all regions religious castes creeds 
and economic background get together

Railway is the mam means of transport for travel by 
the common people and also for carr iage of goods for 
daily use The Railway Budget this time exempted the
common people from the burden of rise in tares Here 
I would mention that the betel leaves have also been 
included in the list of perishable goods and tor this I 
would hke to congratulate the hon Minister of Railways

The  hon M in is te r  in h is  s p e e c h  d u r in g  the  
presenta lion  of the Budget had assured the august 
House that the projects which have not been taken up 
for consideration for want of time and for other technical
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reasons, would be taken up in the next Session: and I 
am very much hopeful about this matter

During the presentation of the Budget, the hon. 
Minister has categorically emphasised that the people 
residing the undeveloped areas, the people who are 
living in the farthest corner of the country, those who 
are economically weak and belong to the Scheduled 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes are not connected 
with railway line facility. Practically those people are 
detached from the mainstream of our country He has
ca tego r ica l ly  em phas ised  tha t the Ra ilways would 
render all possible railway facil it ies to these people 
About this assurance I would like to congratulate the
hon. Minister of Railways.

In this context, I would like to draw the kind attention 
of the hon. Minister as well as that of the august House, 
that in my area maximum number of people belong to 
the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes who 
are economically weak and backward My constituency 
is Basirhat and it consisted of two districts which are 
North 24 Paraganas and South 24 Paraganas of West
Bengal

All of us know that the Sunderbans is famous for 
the Royal Bengal Tiger, the man eater. A major portion 
of S und a rb a n s  fa lls in my co n s t i tu e n cy  B as irha t 
Hasnabad is the gateway of S undarbans We the 
people of Basirhat supply and feed the Calcuttans We 
are supplying vegetables meat, milk products and fish 
to Calcutta in general and particularly Central and North 
Calcutta We are feeding the Calcuttans. but we are 
deprived of the railway facilit ies Thousands of daily 
commuters are coming to Calcutta from the Sundarbans 
and from  H a sn a b a d  and B a s irh a t  fo r  th e ir  |obs 
Thousands of students from Hasnabad and Basirhat
come to Calcutta for higher studies in reputed colleges 
in Calcutta in the Calcutta Univers ity  and also m 
Jodavpur University They are all deprived of the railway
facil ities

We are very much neglected in the Indian Railway 
map Our line belongs to Barasat-Hasnabad section 
under the Sealdah Division of the Eastern Railway If 
we want to go to Hasnabad from Sealdah then we 
have to get another train from Barasat The trains which 
are running from Barasat to Hasnabad are moving tike 
old hackneyed carriages called lal gadis Those trams 
sho u ld  be rem oved  My spec i f ic  d e m a n d  is for 
introduction of facility of electrification from Barasat to 
H a s n a b a d  - a d is ta n c e  of on ly  50 k i lo m e t re s  
Considering the price hike of diesel it is feasible for the 
Railway Board to introduce electrification in those' lines 
l demand electrif ication from Barasat to Hasnabad 
Durmgf fmalisation of that, i want at least six DMU 
coaches with frequent serv ice d irect ly  to and from 
Sealdah-Hasnabad and vice versa I want that double 
line from Sonarpur to Kanmg and also from Baruipur to 
Lakhikantapur of South 24-Parganas Railway Board 
should be provided to fulfil the genuine grievances of

the Basirhat sub-division and people from other parts. 
They had started a movement from year to year for 
redressal of their demand. But the Railway authorities 
kept mum and are quite blind about that movement. We 
had the opportunity of having Shri A B A  Gham Khan 
Choudhury. He appreciated our demand During his 
tenure, a direct train was introduced, that is, Icchamati 
passenger. But after his tenure, that coach has been 
withdrawn The reason is best known to the Railway
authorit ies The people are agitated. Irrespective of 
political parties and political affiliations the people of 
Basirhat organised a dharna at Sealdah station But 
no fruitful result has yet from the Railway authorities.

The people of Basirhat are waiting and observing 
that the new Government has been formed. And they 
are observ ing  the work of R a ilways and they are 
aspiring that our young and jubilant Railway Minister
will look after the railway facil it ies for the Basirhat 
people

I had the occasion to meet the hon Railway Minister 
in a meeting convened by him on 25th June I urged 
upon him that he should look after the facilities not from 
the commercial point of view but from the welfare point
of view So our Railway officials are saying that our 
line is not viable But the Railways should decide its 
policy not from the commercial point of view but from
the welfare point of view

I humbly submit before the Railway Minister that he 
should look after our problems and provide all possible 
facilities to the people who are living in the Basirhat
Barsat sub-div is ion (Sunderbans) and to the people 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes and to those who belonq to the weaker sections
of our country

He should render all possible railway facil it ies to 
the people who are living in Sunderbans and people 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 
and weaker sections of our country I again humbly 
submit before the House and I categorically demand 
electrification from Barasat to Hasnabad under Sealdah
Division of Eastern Railways I urge upon the Railway
Minister through you to consider our demands and
render al! facilities to the people of Basirhat in respect 
of railways

MR CHAIRMAN Shri P Chanmugam may speak
now

SHRI S H IV A N A N D  H K O U JA LG I (B e lgaum ) 
Madam we have also given our names But the order
of our names are changing from time to time You may
kindly look into the file and tell me where my name 
stands

MR CHAIRMAN The names are called strictly in 
the order in which the parties have recommended

SHRI SHIVANAND H KOUJALGI Order of names 
is changing For the same purpose. I am requesting you
to give me some time to speak
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MR. CHAIRMAN : You please check up the list from
your party.

SHRI SHIVANAND H. KOUJALGI : I have checked 
it and we are within time Janata Dal party is within
time.

[Translation]

SHRI SHIVANAND H KOUJALGI I have also given
my name for part icipating in the discussion Why do 
you allow more time to others9 What do they speak 
from other s i d .. (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN Please sit down You will be 
allowed to speak as per the priority list given by your
party

(Interruptions)

[English]

SHRI SHIVANAND H KOUJALGI We have given
the list of names but the list has been changing I am 
requesting you to look into it. If you want who is changing 
the order I can explain it If you permit me and if the 
Chair wants I can tell you how the list is changing and
how things are going on ,(Interruptions)

[Translation]

MR CHAIRMAN Ram Vilas ji please control your
hon Members

(Interruptions /

VAIDYA DAU DAYAL JOSHI (Kota) I am also 
waiting >Interruptions)

SHRI SHIVANAND H KOUJALGI I am also sitting 
I have also been e lected  I have to h igh ligh t the 
problems of my constituency (Interruptions! What do 
you speak from that site9 It is now ten days and i have
not spoken even once I do not get opportunity to speak 
during zero hour and under Rule 377 .{Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN Seven hon Members from Janata
Dal have spoken

(Interruptions )

[English]

SHRI SHIVANAND H KOUJALGI I am not objecting
to other Members speaking I am requesting you for a 
chance to speak (Interruptions I

[Translation]

MR CHAIRMAN Seven Members from Janata Dal 
have spoken which is more than the share of youi 
party

(Interruptions)

SHRI SYED MASUDAL HUSSAIN (Murshidabad^
Seven Members from Janata Dal have spoken How 
many have spoken from C.PM ?

(Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN : I am trying to accommodate all 
the parties Please do not try to interrupt

(Interruptions)

[English]

SHRI S H IV A N A N D  H. K O U JA LG I Th is  is an 
im p o r ta n t  d e b a te  on the  R a i lw a y  B u d g e t I am
requesting you to give me an opportunity

MR. CHAIRMAN This is an important discussion 
on the Railway Budget and so everybody wants to 
speak, Let us not waste the time of the House any 
more Mr Shanmugam may speak now

(Interruptions)

[Translation]

SHRI SURENDRA YADAV (Khahlabad) Names of 
six Members were given then how is it that seven 
Members have spoken9 (Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN They have spoken you can come
and check up (Interruptions /

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA fB i lh a u n  The 
Janata has 45 Members and seven have spoken Our 
party has 160 Members and v e ry few have spoken
.. (Interruptions)

[English]

SHRi P SHANMUGAM (Vellorei Mr Speaker Sir 
I rise to support the Railway Budget for the year 1996* 
97 p re se n te d  by the Un ited  Front G o v e rn m e n t  I 
compliment the hon Railway Minister Shri Ram Viias
Pasw'an for an excellent Railway Budget.

While support ing the Railway Budget I would like 
to draw the attention of the hon Railway Minister that
a new railway-lme from Kanchipuram to Kalampur via 
Cheyyar and Aram which is about 50 kilometres is 
very much necessary

Sir Vellore is my Parl iamentary constituency It was 
named after Dr B R Ambedkar This is the only district 
m India which has been named after Dr B R Ambedkar 
I am proud to say that it was as Kaliawar Chief Minister 
of Tamil Nadu who named this district of North Arcot in 
the name of Dr Ambedkar 1 am sure the hon Minister 
would consider my request and sanction the necessary 
amount for this railway l ine K a lnpu r is already linked 
to Tiruvannamalai It this new ime is sanctioned then 
Kanchipuram can be connected to Tiruvannamalai which 
is an ancient and important tempie-town tor the past 
300 years i would also like to point out that thousands 
of pilgrims throng these temples Over and above Aram 
is one of the famous places for silk sarees in addition 
to Kanchipuram l take this opportunity to invite the hon
Minister of Railways Shri Ram Vitas Paswan to Kindly 
visit Aram Kanchipuram and Tiruvannamalai

T m d iv a n u m  to K anna  m an gal am via T h e l la r  
Vandavas i A ram w h ich  is abou t 90 km s may be
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surveyed and a token amount be provided tor starting 
these two works. Arani and Kanchipuram which are 
very famous temple towns, if they are connected to 
Vellore. Bangalore and other Sourthern States, it will be 
really helpful to businessmen, the pilgrims and also the 
general public. Arani which is famous for silk sarees, 
some quotas for reservation of tickets may be provided 
for travelling in the blue mountain trains. In the Nagarcoil
- Bombay express at least reservation quota for four 
tickets may be given for Arani. Some reservation quota 
should also be provided in the Jayanti Janta Express 
from Kanyakumari to Bombay Reservation quota for 
four tickets in the Trivendrum Mail, which runs from
Madras to Trivandrum via Coimbatore, for Coimbatore 
may be provided Some quotas may also be provided 
for Coimbatore in Cochin Mail and Mangalore Mail for 
Arani and Thiruvanbeli

The National Highway No 46 between Madras and 
Bangalore is a very busy highway They drain out very 
heavy traffic. Two broad-gauge railway lines are crossing 
at 73/6 of National Highway No 46. near Pachakuppam 
Due to frequent closing of railway gate, the through 
traffic in National Highway is very much affected due to 
which a lot of delay takes place Because of this, there
is not only a heavy loss of fuel but also manpower 
Hence it is esential to construct a road over-bridge at 
Pachakuppam

The c o n s t ru c t io n  of Road O v e r -B r id g e  at 
Pachakuppam was included in the Sixth Five Year Plan 
itself vide Government of India letter no PL4/8/79 dated 
3 11 79 The alignment for Road Over-Bridge was also 
approved by the Government of India vide letter dated 
18.1079 For the last twenty years the matter has not 
been taken up The land acquisit ion was also sanctioned 
by Government of India vide letter dated 31.3.87 So I 
would like to request the hon Minister of Railway to 
k ind ly  c o n s id e r  the  c o n s t ru c t io n  of the  ROB at 
Pachakuppam

My another request to the hon Minister of Railways 
is that the Veniampadi Road Over-Bridge should be
construc ted  im m ed ia te ly  so that peop le  can reach 
Bangalore early This may be done on a top priority 
basis If this is done, the people would be ever grateful
to the hon Minister of Railways as also the Central
Government

Katapadi. which is a part of my constituency, in 
Southern India should also be made a model station 
just like Gwalior It is situated near Vellore Vellore has 
a very famous hospital viz the Christian Medical College 
People from ail over India come to Vellore hospital for 
treatment In addition to this people from' all over India 
come and visit Vellore Fort which is very ancient People
who want a quiet atmosphere also come and visit Amirthi
forest and they also get an opportunity to see Vellore 
Vellore is also one of the very famous business centres
of Southern India So, kindly consider the construction 
of a ROB at Katapadi

Last but not least, Vaniampadi Road Over-Bridge 
should  be cons truc ted  immediate ly. W ith these  few 
words, I support the Railway Budget presented by hon. 
Shri Ram Vilas Paswan and I also congratulate the hon.
Minister for bringing a very good Railway Budget.

21.00 hrs.

[Translation]

SHRI A NAN T GAN G ARAM  GEETE (Ratnagiri) : 
Madam Chairperson it is my maiden speech as far as 
Railway Buget is concerned and I thank you for giving 
me an opportunity to speak. The prices of petroleum 
products were increased just before the presentation of 
General Budget As a result of it, the people will have 
to bear the burden of additional Rs 12000 crore and 
there was widespread discontentment among the people 
because of this price hike Agitations, demonstrations 
and bandhs were organised in every part of the country 
against this increase in prices The people were already 
under p ressu re  of p r ice  rise and the G ove rnm en t 
presented in this House, first the Railway Budget and
then the Genera) Budget.

I was hearing the Budget speech of the hon ble 
R a ilw ay  M in is te r  and I th ink  w h ile  p re se n t in g  the 
Railway Budget, he must have in mind the diff iculty 
people are facing because of hike in petroleum prices 
He has tried to pacify the rising sentiments of the people 
of the country

During the course  of his budget speech, many 
hon ble M em bers tr ied to interrupt him to draw his
attention towards the demands of their respective States
and he wanted  to appease  every section  He was 
thinking that he would be able to do justice with every 
State but in fact, he has not been able to do so

The hon ble Railway Minister had at the fag end of 
his speech, gladly announced that he had not hiked the 
S econd  c lass  fa re  and su b u rb a n  p a s s e n g e r  fare  
The increase was also not e ffected in the rates of 
monthly/season tickets in respect of suburban trains of 
Delhi Mumbai. Calcutta and Madras He knew that 
more than 50 percent commuters use sub-urban trains 
and therefore he has tr ied to appease them in this 
budget I would definitely appreciate this gesture but I 
would like a categorical assurance from him that second 
c lass  fa res  and su b -u rban  tra in  fa res  w il l  not be 
increased till the next Railway Budget He can at least
give an assurance that these fares would not be hiked 
so long as he holds this Portfolio and I would resume 
my seat if he gives this assurance

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN There 'is  no need of an 
assurance because fare hike will be resorted to only in 
the next Budget

SHRI ANANT GANGARAM GEETE Madam, f have 
said this because the price of petroleum products were 
hiked before the General Budget was presented and 
there was great resentment throughout the country So.
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I apprehend that fares can be hiked even after the 
presentation of the Budget. That is why. I sought an 
a s su ra n ce  from him be ca u se  we are not t i red  of 
pleading for the poor, for the backward in this House 
and this assurance will give solace to them that the
fares would not be increased at least for one year.

I represent Ratnagiri Parl iamentary Constituency ot 
Konkan region of Maharashtra. The people of Konkan 
have been dreaming for years for the Railway line and 
this dream is going to come true. The people of Konkan 
have welcomed Konkan Railway Thousands of people 
of from Konkan region w e lcom ed the first Mumbai- 
Konkan train in the manner they celebrate their festivals

Konkan is a backward and hilly region and people 
want its development The Railway is the means to 
achieve this end The Railway department has given a 
new slogan about Konkan When we travel by road 
between Mumbai and Goa, we w itness a hoarding 
saying Konkan Rail Pragati Ka Parisar Se Mail (The 
Konkan Railway will usher in prosperity) This is a very
good slogan We want the Railway should help in the 
p rogress of Konkan One of my fr iends here also 
mentioned Konkan Railway in his speech I hope the 
Railway department will fulfil the objective of this slogan

Madam I would like to bring to the notice of the 
hon ble M in is te r that the fa rm ers have given the ir 
cultivable lands for this Railway project and he should 
give preference to these affected farmers They should 
be given priority in the matter of recruitment ip Konkan 
Railway Corporation They should be provided jobs not 
only m this Corporation but be allotted stalls at the 
stations being set up on this line unfortunately the 
Konkan Railway has not only given preference to these 
affected people

Madam there is one more point In Maharashtra 
the project affected people are given a certificate about 
acquisit ion of their land and these people get many 
facilities besides priority in employment under various
new projects and under the State Government I would
therefore request the Railway Ministry to issue such a 
certificate to the project affected people so that they
get the benefit ot the new schemes

Madam while making my demands I would also 
like to make some suggestions Every hon ble member 
has mentioned Mumbai in his Speech The prevailing 
prices of land in Mumbai are the highest world over It 
is costlier than the cost of land in Chicago in America 
As my fr iend Shri P rakash Paran jpe has said the 
Railway have the vast area of land from Churchgate to 
Borivell i and from V T  to Thane and if Commercia l 
bu i ld ings are cons truc ted  on these  lands we can 
mobilise huge resources which can be utilised tor laying 
new railway tracks

The railways have high rise buildings at Mumbai
VT Railway Station and Churchgate Railway Station 
which house the Railway officers and if in the same 
way multistory buildings are constructed at other Railway

stations and sold to multinationals or big industrialists or 
rented out to them the Railways can get huge amount 
of revenue Today, the rate of land in Mumbai is Rs
10.000 to Rs 20,000 per sq feet. There is no space in 
the city The big industrialists will purchase this land,

Madam I would like to make one more point the 
Railways should pay greater attention to hygiene and 
cleanliness This will mitigate many of our problems

MR CHAIRMAN Please conclude now

SHRI ANANT GANGARAM GEETE All right Madam 
I would not give suggestions I thank you as well as the
hon ble Minister and conclude

MR CHAIRMAN Shri Syed Masudal Hossain will 
speak now Some Members wanted to know Partywise 
number of Members who have already spoken during 
this discussion The position is BJP-8 members CPM-
3 United Front-13 Janta Party-4 Samajwadi Party-2 
TMC-2 TDP-1 AGP-1 and MCP-1

SHRI S P JAfSWAL Madam please tell us how
much time each of them has taken

MR CHAIRMAN I will not go further The Hon'ble 
members shouid be brief in their speech

SHRI SYED MASUDAL HOSSAIN You have given
the party wise number of members who had spoken I 
w o u ld  l ike  to say on ly  one th in g  m th is  re g a rd  

(Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN You please speak on the subject

SHRI SYED MASUDAL HOSSAIN It has been my 
experience in this House that those who get opportunity 
to speak in the beginning get maximum time There is 
no time limit for them I am not accusing the Chair This
has become a practice The speakers who get their turn
at the end of the debate are advised tc speak for 5 
minutes or 2 minutes i am against this practice

MR CHAIRMAN Therefore ! will ring the bell after
10 minutes in each case You please also take note of 
it

SHRI SYED MASUDAL HOSSAIN i will finish in 5 
minutes I don t know the art of making a speech nor 
do I want to make a speech I have one or two demands 
which I would like to put before hon ble the Railway 
Minister through you

It is a sorry state ot affairs that every General 
Manager of the Eastern Railway comes to my area in 
a Saloon Once upon a time Murshidabad used tc be 
the Capital ot West Bengal it has a very big palace and 
people come to see it The Chairman of the Railway 
Board forgets this line once he assumes office m Delhi 
No expenditure has been incurred on Krishna Nagar 
la lg u d a  section since independence We have been 
demanding gauge conversion and electrification but to 
no avail It is the question ot only Rs 5-6 crore I 
demand that a bridge be constructed over the Bhagirathi 
river It will  facil itate smooth travel from Sea ldah to



351 Railway Budget. 1996-97 and JULY 25, 1996 Demands for Grants on Account (Rly.) 352

North Benga l and Patna. The N a s irp u r -A za m g a rh  
Railway line was laid during the Second World war 
and this line exists even today but this is not being 
made use of. Similarly Howrah-Gede line which is in 
East Bengal is not being utilised.. (Interruptions) I am 
not demanding new lines. What I am demanding is that 
the existing lines should be utilised by spending some 
money on them. Whenever new trains are introduced 
they are introduced from Sealdah or Howrah towards 
North Bengal or Patna via Dholpur. Rampur but the 
Railway Board forgets that there is yet another line 
which is via Katwa and Azamgarh. There is no train on 
this route What is the reason? We have, on the one
hand heavy traffic and on the other, the line remains
unused. I am not talking of new railway lines. I want that 
the existing track should be utilised

He has paid greater attention to North Eastern 
region and the people of the region are grateful to him.
I would like to make yet another point. We have now 
very good re la t ions with B ang ladesh  Can he not 
consider of providing a corridor with Bangladesh which 
will provide link with seven sisters via West Bengal9 
We have already a road corridor on 3 Bigha Land. We
can have talks with the Bangladesh Government for
providing a corridor on this railway line...(Interruptions) 
They have not been given 3 bighas of land There is a 
track which is used by them as well as by us.

We have a magmficient museum which is visited by 
14*15 lakh tourists every year. It is connected by a 
single line The line should be doubled The Railway 
Station in my Constituency has only two retiring rooms 
which are occupied by the Railway Officers I have 
been demanding that a 20 bed dormitory should be 
constructed there It will cost the Railways only Rs 5-
6 lakh Sufficient land is available there The hon ble 
Minister should look into this demand (Interruptions)

We have railway hawkers at every Station on 
various railway lines throughout the country but the 
Railways can neither remove them nor retain them I 
am associated with the hawkers Union I would suggest 
that the hawkers should be given identity cards, licenses 
to bring about some sort of d iscip l ine among them 
because it is beyond our power to remove them Many 
big industries are closing down gradually and you talk 
of sell employment The hawkers are self employed 
and Government is also in favour ot encouraging self 
employment So they must be given identity cards cum'
licenses This will add to the income of the Railways
There are 60.000 railway hawkers in West Bengal and 
their number is increasing day by day

Madam, the h o n b le  M in is te r and I both were 
Members of the Official Languages Committee We had 
together toured many places Computers have been 
introduced almost in every department We have also 
launched Literacy programmes and the local people 
have learnt thetr regional languages. So. I would suggest
that the reservation charts should be printed in local

languages. This can be done through computers. If the 
reservation charts are not in the mother tongue of the 
people of the region, particularly of the C ’ category 
regions then, I think, the money Government has spent 
on making these people  literate is a sheer waste. 
Madam, it is now 9.30 p.m. and no pressmen or TV.
men are sitting here. My speech is not meant for radio 
or T V It is meant for the Minister. I hope he has given
ear to my suggestions and would take into account 
while replying to the debate. I thank you for giving an 
opportunity to speak.

VAIDYA DAU DAYAL JOSHI (Kota) : Madam. Shri
Ram Vilas Paswan is expert in public relations. It is not
a Railway Budget but a means of public relations. I afri 
sorry to say that in spite of his being an efficient person,
he has not been able to impress the hon ble Prime 
Minister and the hon’ble Finance Minister

SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN : You do impress them.

VAIDYA DAU DAYAL JOSHI During his one hour 
27 minutes budget speech, the hon. Prime Minister was 
so absorbed in the Railway Budget that he was caught 
napping throughout. When some hon. Members from 
this side drew the attention of the House to the fact that 
the hon. Prime Minister was sleeping he said that he 
was listening to the budget very attentively Yesterday, 
Shri Anantji was saying that when Shri Jaffar Sharief 
was presenting the Railway Budget last your, he was
also twinkling because the budget provisions he had
in c lu d e d  fo r  his S ta te  K a rn a ta k a  w e re  s la s h e d  
considerably. How could he then listen to the budget9 
Budget for his State was cut down The hon Minister
has 41 pages (Interruptions)

PROF I.G SANADI (Dharwad South) He is the
Minister How the budget was slashed (Interruptions)

VAIDYA DAU DAYAL JOSHI The budget provisions 
for K a rna taka  were s lashed Now. the hon Prime 
Minister was caught rapp.ng here He did not take it 
seriously It would have been better if both of them had
been impressed upon and large outlay included in the 
Budget

In my opinion, he has done the job of reading out 
the Budget perform ing the rituals and we are also 
performing these rituals on our part The situation is 
analogous to the rituals of a marriage when the Baratis 
request the priest to complete the hymes early but he 
says that he will perform the rituals duly Same is the 
position of all of us We want to finish the discussions 
early, so wants the Madam and she will ring the bell 
after two minutes and ask me to sit down after five 
minutes She will ask me to resume my seat after 10 
minutes This practice has been continuing for the last
4 years Earlier we used to get full time for taking part
in the discussion on Railway Budget when the House 
used to adjourn at 4 O clock But today it appears that
th e y  w an t to co m p le te  the  d is c u s s io n  soon  and 
therefore we are compelled to do simple rituals This is 
not going to help the country anyway
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I have read the Railway Budget running into 41 
pages, out of which 11 pages are devoted to Route 
Surveys and the routes he has promised to get surveyed 
would need an outlay ot Rs 30,000 crore The former 
Railway Minister Shri Madhavrao Scindia had got the 
Kota-Sopar Railway track surveyed When I went to 
Rail Bhawan to enquire whether the survey had been 
completed and if so. by when the work of the project 
will be completed. I was told that if they continues to get 
the provision which has been given this year they would 
be able to complete the Survey work in 10 year time 
because survey work on 110 lines was pending It was 
further told that it was not possible to construct this 
railway line I have been elected to this House third 
time but the railway line has not been constructed nor 
is there any hope because we are in the opposition and 
we can only criticise the Government

He has tried to get pat on his back by not increasing 
second class fare upto 200 kms Ninety seven percent 
people travel by second class What was the necessity 
for providing video coach and audio and te lephone 
services in the coaches9 He has taken care of only 3 
percent passengers  He has proposed to introduce 
executive ch^tr coaches. He has not taken note of the 
horrible state of railway journey performed by 97 percent 
people This Budget philosophy does not conform to the 
ideology of his party He has increased the fare of 
s leeper coaches which wil l affect the second dass 
commuters If he wants to generate resources he should 
check Rs 20.000 crore annual scams in the purchasing 
department and if this is done rt will not be necessary 
to hike the fares and freights The former Railway Board 
C ha irm an Shri Rao, wh ile  read ing  to the Railway 
Budget, said that the Railways have done a great harm 
to themselves by hiking the freights He must have read 
the report published in the Economic Times which says 
that the wheat prices galloped following the day of hike 
in railway freight was announced He has done the job 
of snatching the bread piece from the mouth of common 
man but he has not p roposed  any m echan ism  for 
checking rapidly increasing pilferages in railways He 
has done the job of a m an ipu la to r by inv it ing the 
Members and having discussions with them But we are 
not going to allow him to have a peaceful sleep

SHRI RAM KRIPAL YADAV (Patna) The Minister
has not done anything commendable for which he may
deserve appreciation

VAIDYA DAU DAYAL JOSHl I would also like to 
dwell on the deficit in the railways The goods trains are 
involved in many accidents If we try to pm point the 
reasons we can understand the same from an incident 
which I would like mention On 21st instant a goods 
train was going from Ratlam to kota Four five fish plates 
had been removed from the line and the tram was
taking curves The instruments used tor the removal of 
the fish-plates were recovered p ieces of rails were 
recovered C oup lings  and s igna l equ ipm en ts  were 
recovered but main cu lprit  fled Now, 4 have been

app rehended  as suspec ts  I a lso c ite  yet ano the r 
incident At Kota junction 2 boys steal iron from the 
stationary trains Four years ago, an honest off icer of 
the RPF had apprehended 4 thieves while stealing iron 
and these ruffians had tried to snatch his rifle He had 
no option but to allow them to snatch his rifle or shoot 
them He shout ruffians to death and later he was 
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment His department 
has not till today enquired whether the off icer Shri 
Bhanwar Singh was still alive or not The position today 
is that there is competit ion between the RPF and the 
employees of the platform to afford protection to these 
thieves We have two types of force i.e RPF and the 
police The former protects the railway coaches and the 
latter p la t fo rm s If som ebody  is found  p i l fe r ing  at 
p la tfo rm  the RPF doesn 't  show any conce rn  and 
similarly if pilferage takes place in the bogies the Police 
take no action The thieves are handed over to the 
Police but no action is taken These things have to be 
viewed seriously. There are several gangs which are 
operating in the railways but the department is unable 
to apprehend them The position of trams on Kota-Bma 
railway line in my area is very pitiable This section is 
under C entra l Railway while the tra ins of W estern  
Railway opera te  on it I have been dem and ing  for 
running an Express Tram between Kota-Damoh Kota- 
Bhopal The existing train takes 18 hours to reach Bhopal 
from Kota while the bus takes only 7 hours to cover this 
route The tram generally runs empty That is why I am 
submitting that unless an Express Tram is ri/n on this 
route, we will not get proper railway facility I had put 
this demand to former Railway Minister Shri Kalmadi 
also Infact I have 3 demands First, we should be 
given a Kota-Bma Express tram Second, a tram should 
be introduced between Jaipur and Madras because a 
large number of people belonging to Madras reside in 
Kota This tram is needed for them The tram that has 
been p rov ide^  will not go via Kota-Bma It will operate 
via1 Kota-Nahata and this will not give us any facility 
This job involves a petty sum of Rs 5-6 Crore He 
should get the job of signal done and this will give him 
the Express  track and the ra i lways will  get heavy 
passenger traff ic  S im ilarly, a new tram should be 
in troduced  on to K o ta -N aha ta  route A no ther tram 
should be introduced between Kota and Baran About 
15000 railway employees reside on the other side ot 
Kota railway platform and they have been demanding 
tor the last 20 years construction of an overbridge But 
this has not been provided so far Former Railway 
M in is te r  Shri Suresh Ka lm ad i had announced  the 
construction of this over bridge and had said that 50 
percen t cost thereof w ould  be borne by the State 
Government The State Government has nothing to do 
with this The Central Government I should fully finance 
this project A similar overbridge is necessary between 
Kota and Gudli

I have some more small demands The local tram 
which operates for Mahadev Mandir should also be
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stopped at Ramgarh Station A stoppage at Kapren 
station should be provided tor Dehradun Express The 
Ja ipu r super fast tra in should  also be s topped  at 
Keshwarai Patan Station which is a very famous place 
of pilgrimage of Hindus and Jains The Avadh Express 
should also be provided halts at Darah and Keshwarai 
Patan S tat ions. I have reasons to speak only for 
Rajasthan So, I would like to put some more demands 
A survey for Ajmer-Kota track should be conducted. A 
separate  tram between Ja ipur and Kota should be 
introduced. Pushkar is a famous place of pilgrimage in 
India which is visited by the people professing different 
faiths. A survey for providing railway line to Pushkar 
should be conducted Similarly a survey should be 
ordered for Kota-Bhilwara line In the end. I would 
request the hon'ble Minister to check pilferages and 
corruption in the railway, He has no fund constraint He 
should accelerate the pace of development. When the 
last Session of the outgoing Lok Sabha ended. I reached 
the Railway Junction and announcements were being 
made there that such and such train will arrive late by 
two hours such and such train will arrive late by three 
hours or five hours Such announcement was being 
made in respect of nine trains When I went from my 
home and enquired about Dehradun Express I was told 
that it was on time but when I reached the Station I 
found it was first late by 2 hours and then by 5 hours. 
The Railway Minister said that the Station Master would 
be punished if trains run late but no Station Master or 
officer has been punished so far The trains are running 
late as usual He should make adequate arrangements 
fo r seco n d  c la ss  c o a c h e s  b e c a u s e  97 p e rc e n t  
commuters travel by second class bogies The sanitation 
condition is very bad The passengers ease themselves 
in the bath rooms He has to give proper attention to the
sanitation and hygiene aspect The honourable Minister
should not worry about the affluent class but should be 
concerned  about p rov id ing  m axim um  fac i l i t ies  and 
amenities to the poor Commuters With these words I 
conclude

[English]

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANIGRAH! <Deogarh, Madam,
! have the pleasure of supporting the Railway Budget 
which is the maiden Budget of the present Minister of 
Railways Madam every year in this House we have 
the Railway Budget which is presented and a discussion 
takes place But this year s Budget it seems to me is 
characterised by some unique features At least there
are two unique features which I find in. th is year s 
Budget

21.45 hrs.
(Mr Deputy-Speaker in the Chair)

Sir every year in the speech on Railway Budget by 
the Minister of Railways there are different proposals 
which we find in the Budget New railway lines gauge 
conversion schemes track renewals rolling stock etc 
are mentioned in the Budget speech Some new trains

are introduced. Thes& are the usual things which are 
there every year. For some parts of the country, some 
sort of these things are there. But this year. I find two
unique features

Firstly, they have decided, and it finds a place in 
the speech of the Minister, that six additional zones will 
be e s ta b l is h e d  in the  cou n try .  For d e c a d e s ,  the  
Government, the Rail Bhavan was toying with this idea 
because there has been a sea-change in the situation 
ever since independence and we have passed from 
Plan to Plan. This is the Eighth Plan which is coming 
to an end The work has multiplied everywhere and
pressure on Railways has also gone very high That
way. it is a very historic decision that there will be six 
new additional zones in the country and one of them
will be in Orissa. I congratulate and thank the Minister
for this.

There are various other features also which are 
connected with the Railways for which we feel delighted, 
we feel happy, and sometimes we feel proud of Indian 
Railways The Indian Railways are the largest in the 
world They were the second largest till the USSR was 
there on the map As you know. Sir. we do not find 
USSR now. Russia is there. Therefore, now the Indian 
Railways are the largest in the world It is also the 
b ig g e s t  e m p lo y e r  in the coun try ,  a lm os t 46 lakh 
employees are there on its roll The Railways are also 
the biggest caterer in India In the whole world, if I am 
not wrong passenger fare etc. is also the lowest As 
compared to our neighbouring countries, like Pakistan 
and Bangladesh also it is cheaper These are the very
special features of our Railways That is why it has
been decided that besides the General Budget. Railway
Budget is presented separately since 1924. There is a 
history behind this

Due to the time constraint I would not like to go 
into other things The provision for six additional zones 
is one special feature and the other special feature 
which is also unique is the introduction of five new 
tourist trains that will start this year This will be done 
in collaboration with the private sector because our 
economy has undergone a drastic change Some people 
put up some resistance but now we all have fallen in 
l ine with the entire  w orld  that is p r iva t isa t ion  of 
economy Even in China, this element of privatisation is 
growing day by day We have put privatisation in practice 
and for the first time we have included it in our Railway
Budget, These are the two unique features

Sir I would like to say something about taxation 
etc Shri Ram Vilas Paswan. who is concerned about 
the poor people, who has a feeling for the poor people, 
has taken care in increasing the fare and freight charges 
He has made some adjustments here and there in such
a way that this increase will hit only three per cent of 
the total passengers  Of course it is inflationary in 
nature It cannot be denied that ten per cent freight
increase - exempting, of course. 15 items of essential
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commodities - will push up the prices of certain 
commodities. Different types of transport will become 
slightly costlier. In the process the Minister proposes to 
mop up an additional revenue to the tune of Rs. 927
crore for the rest of the year and annually, it should be
Rs. 1,390 crore, about Rs. 1,400 crore.

I will come to the specific demands of my area a 
little later. In general, I would say what is very important 
for everybody and for the House also to think about and 
address itself to it, that the transport system is the main 
component of our national economy. In the transport, 
again railway transport plays a very dominant role For 
India, I would say, everybody knows how important it is 
for our national unity. Apart from economic 
considerations, there is a social consideration, there is 
an emotional element, there is an emotional appeal 
and for emotional integration and national integration, 
the Railway is an instrument. The Railway is a medium 
to strengthen national integration in a country of the 
size and complexion of India, which is more than a 
nation, which is more than a country. India is a country 
of continental proportions, multi-racial, multi-lingual, 
stretching from Srinagar to Kanyakumari

We have seen the concern expressed by the 
Members from North-East to Kutch in this side So, 
here, the Railways play a very vital role in strengthening 
our much needed national integration We are a 
developing nation It is our bid and, just like everybody, 
we want to occupy the front seat in the comity off nations 
We want to be reckoned internationally and we want to 
complete with the advanced countries It is not an 
impossible task In the telecommunications sector, we 
are a nation who can figure comparably well along with 
the developed nations Our system can be favourably 
compared with that of the developed countries So. in 
a situation like this, in this background. I find some 
disparities, some aberrations in the Budget Last .year, 
in the Economic Survey, our G D P growth was targeted 
at 6.2 per cent and we have exceeded that target We 
have achieved seven per cent G D P growth This year 
also, we would like to achieve seven per cent GDP 
growth The industrial growth is at the rate of 12 percent. 
In this background, what has been provided in the 
Railway Budget is very disappointing The Railway 
Budget provisions do not match with the general 
expectations that were generated in the General Budget 
The industrial growth rate is 12 per cent whereas the 
growth rate in freight loading, which was provided here,
is 5 1 per cent In freight loading, the anticipated growth
rate is 5 1 percent The annual outlay provided in this 
year's Budget is only eight per cent more than what 
was provided in the last year s Budget

The purpose of the discussing the Budget is two
fold One is. we have to review the performance of the
Railways, if it is Railway Budget; if it is General Budget 
we have to review the performance of the general 
economy of the previous year or outgoing year, and 
also discuss the Budget proposals tor the current year

Last year or in the outgoing year, the Railways have 
performed very well The Railways performance had 
been good, had been commendable The targets have 
been exceeded in freight movement and in passenger 
movement. In the passenger movement the target was 
exceeded by 33 lakhs people or so In respect of gauge 
conversion also whatever was the target, that also had 
been achieved Overall last years performance was 
very good, including the backward areas It is not for 
the first time that in the backward areas we have taken 
notice of their demands for railway lines etc The needs 
of some backward areas were considered during the 
period of Smt Gandhi and Shri Rajiv Gandhi and some 
projects were undertaken

It is in continuation of that some more new lines are 
included this year But we have such vast backward 
areas that whatever we do is not considered adequate 
and that cannot be adequate because we have resource 
constraint But anyway that continuation is there and 
some more emphasis also has been placed by the hon 
Minister on the development of some railway lines in 
certain backward areas With 7 per cent GDP growth 
and 12 per cent industrial growth. 5 1 per cent growth
in fre ight movement is fa lling short Taking into 
consideration the inflation rate 8 per cent extra in Plan
outlay will not match the expectations in real terms and 
Railways will not move forward as expected and as 
required

It is a fact that out of the three modes of transport 
road transport is not marginalising on railway transport 
But railways cannot be substituted by road transport for 
carrying passengers and for movement of goods for 
trade Of course there are some shortcomings in 
railways in the matter of planning and operation The 
Railways need Rs 40 000 crore for the purpose ot 
modernisation, gauge conversion laying of new lines, 
electrification and expansion of the railway network If 
I am wrong, the hon Minister may correct me Wherefrom 
can we get this fantastic amount9 We cannot get it But 
since it is the mam component of infrastructure which 
has been very much emphasised upon by hon Finance 
Minister Shri P Chidambaram in his speech why not 
we get more support from the General Budget9 The 
Finance Minister has taken the credit He has rightly 
said that “We w ill place emphasis on build ing 
infrastructure in our country' Is not railway considered 
as infrastructure9 Can anything be considered as 
greater infrastructure than the railways9 Budgetary 
support has come down progessively over the years 
from Fifth Plan onwards from 75 per cent to a meagre 
19 2 per cent In this background, there should be greater 
Budgetary support to the railways Railways have to 
generate internal resources The BOLT and the Own 
Your Wagon Scheme should also start well and be 
implemented I understand that certain international 
organisations, monetary organisations and financial 
institutions are willing to finance our projects here They 
are willing to help us financially, as tor instance the
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EXIM Bank which is prepared to advance loans at 2 per 
cent interest. Orissa Chief Minister also had taken some 
in it ia tive to negotiate with them for funding certain 
railways projects in Orissa The hon. Railway Minister 
is not aware of it. Therefore, such sources should also 
be tapped At the same time, the growing corruption 
has to be checked Operational efficiency and customer
service quality should be improved. We come across
slogans like punctuality, safety and cleanliness written
on boards on railway p latforms as the motive and
objective of the railways.

22.00 hrs.

Our motto is punctuality, cleanliness and safety I 
w ou ld  request the hon M in is te r not to judge the 
punctuality aspect by taking into account the timings 
etc of the Rajdhani Express as it is an erroneous thing 
to judge the rural condition of India moving about in the 
Connaught Place of Delhi Similarly if we judge what is 
happening in the rural areas in different States, trains 
are running very very late For example, in respect of 
the Utka l E xp ress , the H irakud  E xp ress  and the 
Nilanchal Express which are originating from Orissa, 
there is no punctuality There are certain trains which
are being monitored from the Rail Bhavan here. There,
the Railway Authorities can claim that the trains are 
running right on time But what about other tra ins9 By 
and large we have to see that punctuality is maintained

About cleanliness, the less said the better There is 
no drinking water, no electric bulbs etc in the trains 
About the safety side also. I am constrained to make 
one observation. Even the people who are charged 
with this task of safety and security are accused of 
these things Of course, not all are involved In certain 
cases it happens, Daylight robberies and dacoities are 
being committed in running trains 15-20 days ago 
near Jharsuguda in my constituency, there was a serious 
incident How could the tram remain there for more 
than half an hour when the dacoits moved from one
compartment to the other compartment and looted the 
p a s s e n g e rs 9 Like that, the re  is m uch scope  for
improvement of punctuality cleanliness safety etc

Now I come to the demands of my constituency 
Kindly bear with me and give me some time There is 
a new Zone Naturally, the whole of Orissa I believe 
will be its jurisdiction with some additions this side and 
that side But there is a division at Sambalpur which is 
yet to be made full-f ledged In September 1984 its 
foundation stone was laid by the late Shri Rajiv Gandhi 
Whatever area was carved out as the original jurisdiction 
of this division at the time of inaugurantion it is now 
being reduced and reduced gradually It is a truncated 
division now Jharsuguda a railway junction in Orissa 
is located at a d is tance of 50 ki lometres from the 
divisional headquarters of Sambalpur But peculiarly 
enough surp r is ing ly  it comes under Ghakradarpur 
division which is more than 300 kilometres away from
Jharsuguda I feel there is some conspiracy Several

t im es I have ra ised th is matte r here because  the 
Sambalpur division will be one of the richest divisions 
if all these areas come under this division. This side. 
Rourkela and Jharsuguda are there On the other side, 
lb. Brajarajnagar etc. are there. In all these areas, all 
the big industrialists like the Tatas. the Birlas and the
Dalmias have their presence...(Interruptions) Kindly give
me some time

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : You have already taken 
seventeen minutes. Please conclude.

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI (Deogarh) ; I Will 
conclude I would request one thing Since there is 
going to be a Zone, at least now. this is the appropriate 
time to get the entire portion of Orissa along the Howrah-
Bombay main railway line under the Sambalpur Division

Next, about local appointment etc . this morning 
there was some d iscuss ion  The hon Minister also 
reacted to it But there is also something fishy going on. 
There  is a racke t w o rk ing  W hat happens  is that 
whenever there is some accident somewhere, some 
derailment due to which some wagons fall on the line, 
some workers are engaged They are taken as regular 
w o rke rs  of the R a ilw ays  W hen there  are regu la r 
appointments, they are given preference People from 
outside the State are brought to attend to this sort of a 
situation They are on their record showing that they are 
the ra i lw ay  em p lo ye e s  and w h e n e v e r  the regu la r  
e m p lo y m e n t  q u e s t io n  c o m e s , th e s e  p e o p le  are 
considered ignoring the legitimate demand of the local
people

Those who had given their land for railway projects,
even they are not given employment Therefore, the
land oustees should be given top priority in the matter
of employment

Now I come to the proposal about construction of 
over-bridges

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER Please conclude

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI Please do not be 
restive More than half an hour time has been taken by 
some ind iv idua l Mem bers be long ing  to both sides 
Kindly give me five minutes

MR DEPUTY-SPEAKER You conclude within one
minute

SHRI SRIBALLAV PANIGRAHI We had a meeting 
with the hon Minister of Railways yesterday or day 
before We had discussed certain things and he was 
very sympathetic I am not repeating those projects My 
request to him is whatever has been agreed upon may
be implemented The urgency should be realised But 
ou r  e x p e r ie n c e  has been  w hen  it co m e s  to
implementation on one plea or the other, such things
are deferred This should not happen

We have suggested about some new trains to the
hon Minister There should be a survey conducted for
the RaipurBergarh line and the Talchar-Bimlagarh line.
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These are all m inera l areas. The survey has been 
completed on Talchar-Sukhinda line. Since there is no 
time for me to place all the demands of my Constituency 
and Orissa. I will give the same in writing to the hon
Minister about these things. These are the demands of 
a very backward area. I would request the hon Minister
to sym pa the t ica l ly  cons ide r  those th ings, I w h o le 
heartedly support the Railway Budget,

SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN (Dindigul) Mr, Deputy- 
Speaker. Sir. this is my maiden speech in this august
H ouse On b e h a lf  of the Tamil M an i la  C o n g re ss  
Moopnar Party. I rise to welcome the Budget presented 
by our hon. Minister of Railways

As we all know, this is the first Railway Budget of 
the United Front Government which has assumed office 
on the 1st June. 1996. I join with our Railway Minister 
in praising the Railways for their contribution to the 
n a t io n s  p rog ress  Ind ian Railways are the largest 
railways in the world .and they serve not only as a basic
infrastructure for the economic growth but also as an 
instrument of fulfilling the social and natural objectives 
They are the veins of the country the backbone of our
nation and more so, the symbol of our national unity

I would like to congratulate our hon Minister that
after assuming the office, within a short span of one
and a half months, he has presented this Budget Within
that period had found time to go over to Madras and
obtain the views of our parl iamentarians on 6 7 1996

From the Budget details I find some deviations 
made by the Minister of Railways from the accepted 
principle of unigauge in converting most of the country s 
metre gauge  line into broad gauge to fos ter the 
economy of the country in which his predecessors had 
shown keen interest The revised target fixed earlier for 
conversion of at least 8 100 kilo metres of railway lines 
into broad gauge before the end of the Eighth Plan 
period appears to have been ignored now Till March 
1996 one year before the terminal year of the Eighth 
Plan only 5 000 kilo metres have been converted into 
broad gauge The fact that an amount of Rs 1175 97 
crore was spent for such conversion works durmq 1995- 
96 the allotment made for broad gauge conversion tor 
the year 1996-97 is only Rs 829 56 crore I fear that 
this will bound to retard the industrial and economic 
adva n ce m e n t of the na t ion  The f re igh t rate was 
increased by seven per cent in the last year and further
ten per cent hike has been made m this year The 
abnoimal hike in railway freight rate may divert the
goods traffic to road which is quicker at the expense ot 
the rail transport

The huge  R a i lw a y  v a c a n t  lands  and unused  
properties should be commercia l ly  exploited to earn 
substantial additional revenue toi the Railways

I am happy to note that under Mass Rapid Transport
System in Madras the first phase from Madras to Luz 
will be completed by December 1996 covering 8 79 
kms distance and phase two of the MRTS from MS to

Ve lache ry  covering  10.32 kms d is ta n ce  has been 
included in this Budget As the commuters and general 
public of M adras are eager ly  aw a it ing  the speedy  
implementation of this phase two, I repeat what the 
Minister has said in his speech - The project will not
be starved of fu n d s ”

I feel that the Southern Railway being one of the 
leading revenue earners of the Railways including the 
least t icketless travel zone of the Railways has not
been given a proper share of the Budget allocations for 
new projects which will generate more revenue and 
earn foreign exchange also through deve lopm ent of
tourist and business centres of Tamil Nadu

The hon Minister has said while introducing the
Budget that members will be happy to know that high 
priority is being given to the gauge conversion in Tamil
Nadu Madras-Trichy-Dindigul would be completed by 
March. 1998

Sir. I want to go into the detail regarding Madras- 
Dindigul gauge conversion To cover a distance of 340
kms from Madras Beach to Trichy the revised cost is 
296 90 crore, of which the approximate expenditure to 
the end of 1995-96 is Rs 88 37 crore The provision for 
1996-97 is only Rs 74 84 crore and the balance to 
complete the work is Rs 133 69 crore

Secondly to cover a distance of 93 kms between 
Trichy and Dindigul the latest anticipated cost is Rs
95.45 crore The approximate expenditure to the end ot
1995-96 is Rs 13 41 crore What is more shocking and 
disturbing is the provision for 1996-97 is barely Rs 2 
crore and the balance to com ple te  the work is Rs 
80 04 crore The people of Tamil Nadu are very much 
disappointed at the meagre allocation of Rs 2 crore In 
Tamil a proverb is told Yanaipasikku Solappori It is like 
offering a gram of maize to a hungry elephant'

The M in is te r  has re p e a te d ly  assu red  tha t the 
scheme between Madras-Trichy and Dindigul would be 
completed before March. 1988

By the convers ion of D ind igu l-T iruch irapa ll i  and 
Tiruchirapall i-Madras Egmore metre gauge system to 
broad gauge a direct route between Kanyakumari and 
Madras will be available which wili shorten the present 
distance between these two cities by more than 100 
kms thus reducing the journey time This will also 
reduce the heavy congestion on the existing saturated 
railway route between Madras and Erode as a number 
of t ra in s  ru n n in g  b e tw e e n  M a d ra s  -Tr tv and rum- 
Kanyakumari can be diverted via this direct route There 
is a very heavy traffic demand for passenger traffic on 
K a n y a k u m a r i -T iru n e lv e l i -T u t ic o rm  M a d u ra i-D in d ig u i-  
T i r u c h i ra p a l l i -M a d r a s -E g m o re  s e c to r  But n e i th e r  
additional train can be introduced because of lack of 
line capacity nor can additional coaches be attached
as the existing trains are running with maximum capacity 
Therefore it is essential to increase the carrying capacity 
on this section by introduction of broad gauge at the 
earliest, so that the rising passenger demand can be
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met. The demand is so high that when broad gauge 
trains with higher carrying capacity coaches and also
additional coaches are introduced, the earnings just by
passenger traffic on this sector can be increased by
about Rs. 100 crore and thus fully paying back the 
investment made by the Railways in less than three to
four years.

While many metre gauge to broad gauge conversion 
projects, where functional returns are not aqdequate. 
are being given priority, adequate funds are not allotted 
tor conversion of Dindigul-Tiruchirapalli section in the 
current financial year. Since this conversion project will 
give maximum financial benefits and maximum returns,
it is essential that adequate funds to the extent of Rs 
50 crore for 1996-97 are allotted immediately in this 
Budget to the Southern Railway for early completion of
Madras Egmore to Dindigul conversion project.

I want a categorical assurance from the hon. Minister 
of Railways when he replies to this Budget discussion 
It may also be pointed out that the passenger traffic 
earnings is the highest in Madurai Division. This is 
indicative that the lines on Madurai Division should not 
be enlarged but that they should be converted into 
broad gauge. I would even suggest that the Madurai 
Division, because of its importance, may be divided 
again and two separate sub-divisions may be set up 
Further, with the prospect of a High Court Bench being
set up in Madurai shortly, the traffic may further increase 
This should also be borne in mind while re-organising 
the Madurai Division

It is sad and even frustrating for the people of Tamil 
Nadu that even the changed political scenario in the 
country has not produced a Railway Budget satisfying 
even their minimum requirements The importance given 
to the requirements of the States like Bihar. Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka has not been shown to Tamil 
Nadu Even though fifteen new trams have been 
introduced in the Railway Budget the demand for 
introduction of the Kanyakumari-Madurai-New Delhi 
train has not been met The distances of thirteen trains 
have been extended but the demand for extension of
Howrah-Tirupati or Puri-Tirupati tram to Madurai has
not been conceded by the Minister of Railways No new 
broad gauge projects or broad gauge conversion 
projects for Tamil Nadu have been mentioned in this 
Railway Budget

Not even a survey has been sanctioned in the 
Budget for the demand for the laying of a broad gauge 
line to connect Karur and Salem via Namakkal. to
relieve the ever-growing congestion in Erode area No 
mention has also been made regarding the inclusion of
Bodmayakanur-Madurai in the gauge conversion project 
in the survey of Dindigul Kottayam via Sabarimala

In Madurai city the Railways have been regularly 
proposing the construction of over bridges within 
Madurai city limits on the New Jail Road railway level
crossing as well as Thathaneri railway level crossing.

These level crossings have heavy vehicular traffic as 
well as large number of trains running between Madurai 
and Madras, causing great inconvenience both for 
running of trains as well as for vehicular traffic which 
remains blocked for a long period whenever a train 
crosses. This leads to a servere traffic bottleneck in 
Madurai city. I request the hon. Minisfer to take up the
construction of these two over-bridges to smoothen the
traffic flow within the city limits of Madurai.

I also appeal to the Minister that the construction 
work of the over-bridge at my constituency. Dindigul is 
very low resulting in great hardship to the public. The
work may be speeded up for early completion.

The work on the new line from D indigul to 
Sabarimala may also be speeded up as this line would 
be of great advantage to the devotees of Lord Ayyappa.
It would reduce the burden ot their strenuous journey 
to Sabarimala.

I would also like to submit the following few points 
for the consideration of the hon. Minister of Railways

The ICF, Parambur is the prestige of Tamil Nadu. 
The installed capacity to produce modern coaches 
should be upgraded and new technology in the 
production of railway wagons and coaches should be 
introduced so that we can meet the local demand and 
also tap the export market in wagons and coaches.

The Madras-Tambaram electric train service should 
be converted into broad gauge and it should also be 
extended to other satellite towns around Madras city to 
cater to the needs of the passengers who use trains
regularly to reach Madras

The cancellation charges which are charged 
presently should be reduced so that the commuters do
not loss much money if they have to cancel their journey 
due to unavoidable circumstances

The concession for senior citizens, which is 
presently given at 25 per cent should be increased to 
50 per cent as in the case of the Indian Airlines Also,
the age limit may be reduced to 60 This scheme should 
he extended to the air-conditioned two-tier class and 
the air-conditioned three-tier class so that elderly 
persons can travel comfortably

The running time of the Rajdhani Express from 
Delhi to Madras should be minimised to at least 24 
hours Or else, the basic idea of this train would not be
served and if this is done, the Railways would earn a 
good revenue through this train In the Rajdhani Express 
and Tamil Nadu Express, telephone services should 
also be introduced

As there is a heavy passenger traffic between 
Dindigul and Virudhunagar I request the hon Minister 
to introduce a Rail Bus between these two towns It 
would earn very ample revenue for the Railways 
Several years ago. this traffic was in vogue This could 
be started again
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He has made a mention of taking the railways to 
Kashmir. I said that it was upto Jammu only. We have 
not been able to take the railway line an inch further. 
The proposal of taking the railway line upto Udhampur 
does not find any mention in his Budget, nor any 
allocation has been made in his Budget for it The 
P r im e  M in is te r 's  a n n o u n c e m e n t  of th is  p a cka g e  
coincided with the announcement of elections. We must 
have some decorum  I wan ted  to know from Shri 
Sontosh Mohan if it was the way of their working. I 
th ink the senses of the people who are support ing 
th is G ove rnm en t are not func t io n in g  That is why 
such  a n n o u n c e m e n ts  are be ing  m ade at th is  
moment

He has announced that the Udhampur Railway will 
connect Katra and Baramulla but the Chief Engineer of 
the proposed railway is sitting at Delhi headquarters 
He doesn’t want to send him to Jammu If the Chief 
Engineer doen t have his headquarters at Jammu, he 
will  have to come to Delhi every t im e Jamm u and 
Kashmir is really in the grip of insurgency which has 
turned Kashmir into a cremation ground, a graveyard 
We used to call Kashmir as the Nandan Van’ of India 
People from far and wide used to come for study in 
Kashmir The same Kashmir is burning today If we want 
to save Kashmir, we have to take steps which are 
necessary for total integration ! would suggest that 
maximum possible provision should be included for this 
region The hon ble Prime Minister had said that this 
line will be completed in 10 years and an expenditure 
of Rs 50 crore will be provided annually I have already 
given an example of Udham pur line This Rs 2500 
crore project will go up to Rs 10.000 crore in 10 years
So. neither we will have funds nor will th is line be
completed If he wants this line to be completed in a 
real sense then he must make continued allocation 
therefor

I would like to highlight some specific difficulties 
More than 40 lakh pilgrims visit Veshno Devi every 
year During holidays, a sort of anarchy prevails there 
and people are stranded at railway stations on roads 
for 15 days together They don't get rail reservations So 
I would like to request the hon ble Minister to increase 
the number of trains to Jammu to facil itate comfortable 
travel for the pilgrims of Jammu and tourists going to 
Kashmir A Shatabdi Express should be introduced 
immidiately The Rajdhani Express presently operates 
once in a week Some special trains should be run on 
this route during vacations so as to clear the entire
traffic in an orderly manner

Some express trains operating on this route have 
a stoppage at Chakkibank before Pathankot and then 
straight at Jammu The distance of Jammu-Pathankot 
section is 125 km and no train stops at any station of 
Kathua district and Jammu district I would request that 
these trains should be provided stoppage at Hiranagar
Samba Kathua etc So that the local people are not 
required to cach a tram after performing a road journey

of 125 km. So some more stoppages should be provided 
on this section.

The railway track between Jallandhar and Jammu 
should be doubled because the express trains take 
more than 4 hours to cover 100 km distance between 
Pathankot and Jammu. All the trains run the single 
track I would therefore, urge him to take up the work 
of doubling the track very soon

Jammu receives many long distance trains They 
come from Kanyakumari, from Calcutta after covering 
hundreds  of k i lom etres . These  tra ins do not have 
cleaning arrangements in between. Bogies become very 
dirty Similarly, they have no catering arrangements. 
The  p a s s e n g e rs  a r r iv in g  he re  from  L u c k n o w  or
Saharanpur feel exhausted He is very much aware of 
the arrangements that is available in various stations
I would, therefore, request that arrangements for catering
and cleaning should be provided in these long distance 
trams

Most of the trams get delayed The Jhelum Express
arrives late on Wednesday by even twenty hours Infact 
all the long distance trams are delayed This aspect has
also to be taken care of

There are many unmanned railway level crossings 
on this track. This point has been raised by many 
Members There are atleast six stations between Kathua 
and Samba where the railway crossings are unmanned 
Many accidents take place there Many animals get 
killed The State Gvernment has deposited its share of 
Rs 3 80 lakh For providing a level crossing at Gagwal 
S tat ion and the C entra l G ove rnm en t shou ld  have 
provided this railway crossing by contr ibuting its share 
But the same has not been provided I would request 
him to look into it I have had a talk with the Chairman 
of the Railway Board He said he had not gone to 
Jammu and Kashmir for a long time I would request the 
hon ble Min ister to visit the State and also ask the 
o ff icers  to go there  and assess  the pos i t ion  The
Udhampur railway line was taken up m 1981 But is it 
not seen anywhere even after the lapse of 16 years 
There is som eth ing  w rong with the w ork ing  of the 
Railways A tender was floated for the construction of 
the bridge and the tender was quoted for Rs 4 crore 
but the same w as pe rhaps  not accep tab le  to the 
railways The tender was again floated and at that time 
it was finalised for Rs 9 crore but was never allotted 
Now for the third time, they are going to finalise the 
tender for Rs 15 crore This is the position The bridge 
which was estimated to cost Rs 3 crore will now cost 
Rs 15 crore Some tenders for lower amount were also 
received But the Ministry used its discretion and allotted 
the work to its favourite company Undoubtedly railways
are the best means of national unity and integrity I 
have g iven my sugges t ions  keeping this aspect in 
view because  peop le  from all over the World visit  
Jammu and Kashm ir This region needs his specia l 
attention
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : All of us want that the
entire country  in tegrates with Jamm u and Kashmir. 
A lthough I did not want to ring the bell but it was 
obligatory for me. You have given very good suggestions.
Now, I w o u ld  l ike S h r i  M a n g a t  Ram to g ive  his 
suggestions.

SHRI CHAMAN LAL GUPTA Sir, I have one more 
point to make. All the tour ists of Punjab, H imachal 
Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir who visit Devi Shrine 
desire to go to Hardwar but there is no direct train for 
them. They are left at Ambala. They experience great
diff iculty in going to Hardwar from this place Those 
who have travelled by this route have the experience 
So I would request that a tram should be introduced 
between Jammu and Kashmir.

SHRI MANGAT RAM SHARMA (Jammu) : Mr Deputy 
Speaker, Sir, I associate myself with those hon Members 
who have expressed their support for the Railways 
Budget No much time has lapsed since this Government 
was fo rm e d  I th ink  the b u d g e t  w h ich  has been  
presented by the hon Railway Minister under this time 
constraint deserves appreciation The budget provides 
for expansion of rail tracks introduction of new trains 
and conversion of rail tracks into broad gauge Funds 
are needed for expansion and ensuring eff ic iency I 
think hike in fares and freights to meet the expenditure 
will not affect poor and common man An effort has 
been made to pass on this burden on middle and affluent
sections I th ink he has prepared and presented the
best railway budget in the present scenario

We all know that we need resources to run the
country and in this resource mobilisation, the affluent
people have to hear a little more burden although it is 
the common man who has to share the major part of it 
So, all of us should commend this budget and support
the hon Minister

In Jammu and Kashmir from where I come, the 
S ialkot-Jammu railway line excited before partition in 
1947 and it was closed by Pakistan Efforts were made 
during the period of Pandit Nehru s Lal Bahadur Shashtri 
and Indira Gandhi to provide rail link between Jammu 
and Kashmir and Pathankot-Kathua line was laid and 
made opera t iona l Thereafter it was extended from 
Kathua to Jammu and made operational then In 1983 
Indira Gandhi laid foundation of Udhampur line but I 
am sorry to say that it has not been completed so tar 
We are happy that our hon Prime Minister Shri H D 
Deve Gowda made three announcements three days 
ago the most important of which is construction ot 
J a m m u - U d h a m p u r - K a t r a R iy a s iB a s r ih a t - K a z ik u n d  
Srinagar and Baramulla rail track It involves an outlay 
of Rs 2500 crore So, at least Rs 300 to Rs 350 crore 
should be allocated every year Then only will we be 
able to complete this work in 8 10 years If he really
was to bring Kashmir valley under the railway network 
then maximum funds should be allocated for it and at 
the same time, as Shri Chaman Lal Gupta has said the
office of the Chief Engineer should be shifted to Jammu

from Delhi and Jammu should be declared a Railway 
Division because it qualif ies for it. The hon. Minister 
must pay attention to this aspect. The people of Jammu 
and Kashmir, p a r t ic u la r ly  M usl im  com m un ity ,  have 
always proved their secu lar credentia ls. I am proud 
that, during militancy, the people of Muslim dominated 
areas of Poonchh and Rajouri proved their patr iotism 
and maintained peace and order. I would request the 
hon Minister to order immediate survey for Jamm u- 
Poonchh-Rajouri rail track to give the benefits of railway 
network to the people of Jammu I would also demand 
extention of the Shatabti upto Jammu. It has already 
been pointed out here that 20 lakh people visit Mata 
Vaishno Devi daily and they get strainded at Jammu for 
many days because of non-availabili ty of reservation 
facil ity I would request that train se rv ices  between 
Jammu and other places should be improved to attract 
more and more tourists to the State Jammu also have 
many places worth seeing The tourism input m Himachal 
Pradesh has increased Jammu Division also has many 
attractive places from tourism angle Rajouri. Udhampur 
Kathua and Doda are hilly areas and have good lakes 
I want tourist to visit these places to off set the set back 
received by Jammu and Kashmir Pilgrims of Mata Vaisho 
Devi and Amarnath can stay at these places and enjoy 
the charms of these spots I hope our Government will 
run as many trains between Jammu and other parts of 
the coun try  as are n e c e s s a ry  for sm oo th  f low  of 
passenger traffic In a meeting with hon Minister the 
Members ot Parliament from Punjab. Haryana Himachal 
Pradesh Jammu and Kashmir and the representatives 
of part ies demanded direct rail link between Jammu 
and Hardwar The workers required for Srinagar and
Baramulla line should be recruited from Jammu and 
Kashmir It will remove local unemployment

Again thousands of Hindus go to Hardwar daily in 
their moments of festivity, gaity as well as mourning 
During our meeting with hon Minister he accepted our 
demand I would expect an announcement in this regard
when replies to the debate Similarly, survey of railway 
t ra ck  b e tw e e n  Ja m m u  and P oo n ch h  s h o u ld  be 
conducted on war footing I am happy that thousands 
of workers ot our railway network which is the largest
in the world have proved their mettle by toiling aav ana 
night ( hope the hon Minister will extend cooperation 
and and encourage the officers of Railway Board and
the ra i lw ay  w o rk e rs  at la rge  to ensu re  m ax im um  
efficiency He should also ensure train punctuality and
better facilities With these words I conclude

[English]

SHRI P R A M O TH E S  M U KHERJEE B e rham po 'e  
(WB) Please give chances to smaller parties also A! 
the Members from big part ies are speaking

PROF J lTENDRA NATH DAS (Jalpaiguri;. Sir i 

rise to support the Budget presented by the hon Minister
ot Raifway
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This Railway Budget placed by the hon. Minister is 
the Budget for the poor. But I have some points to raise 
on this Budget discussion. So far as communication is 
concerned, the Railways are the best. The economy of 
any area, in any sorts, or the economy of any part of 
India will depend upon communications The better the 
communication, the better the development of that area

I am coming from North Bengal North Bengal is a 
backward area and this area has been neglected since 
long. It was neglected and it is being neglected in the 
field of communications In this Budget. I am very sorry
to say that the hon. Minister will not be able to see any 
sentence regarding the development of the railways in 
this area, except one. i.e. Eklakhi-Balurghat and for this 
scheme, the fund has been drastically cut down

On the other hand, there is another scheme. Gazol-
Gunjaria which was duly surveyed during Shri Gam 
Khan Chowdhury's Ministry and this has been dropped

Sir. I would like to draw the attention of the hon 
Minister regarding these peculiar conditions in the field 
of communication As you know the North Bengal is 
very much rich in the field of tour ism  Every year 
Railways are earning a lot of revenues from this area
but the people of this area are being deprived of the
benefits So. I would like to request the Government 
and the hon. Minister concerned to look into the matter
so that the railway communication may be upgraded in 
this area

Sir M Ps of North Bengal were invited by the hon 
Minister A number of suggestions were given to him 
but not a s ingle suggestion  has been accep ted  or 
ventilated in the Budget In this connection I would like 
to say that the M Ps of that area has been neglected 
and their sentiments have been ignored The number of 
trains is very small The time-table ot these trains are 
not maintained at all All the coaches are in a dilapidated 
condition I would like to mention about Teesta-Torsha 
tram running between Coochbehar Haldiban to Sealdah
All these coaches are in a dilapidated condition One
passenger train that is Haldibari passenger train is 
also in a very dilapidated condition There is no bath
room no toilet no water supply and no sw eep ing  
arrangement

So I would like to give a suggestion to the hon 
Minister that an enquiry should be made to look into ali 
these things along with the M Ps ot that area in addition
to these things I would like to make some suggestions 
as well as demand of the local people so that the hon
Min is ter may incorpora te  all these sugges t ions  for 
execution m this Budget while giving his reply

To take immediate steps to hand-over the Railway 
land near Jalpa iguri  Railway Station to the Distr ict 
M ag is tra te . Ja lpa igur i  for cons lruc t ion  of a market 
complex It is noted that a market is already existing on 
the plot We have been demanding this for a long time
However there is no reply either from the Railway Board 
or from the Ministry of Railways in this regard

To take steps to introduce a Stabadi Express from
New Jalpaiguri to Howrah.

To revive Haldibari-Chilahati (Bangladesh) railway
line and reduce pressure  on roads. This is a very 
important road to Bangladesh I would like to request 
the Government to look into this matter so that this line 
may be revived again to shorten the route between the 
North Bengal and Calcutta.

To m odern ise  Ja lpa igu r i  and New C oochbehar 
Railway Stations which are m dilapidated conditions.

To retain and strengthen DRM Office at Alipurduar.
In this regard, an agitation is going on

To expedite the gauge conversion of New Jalpaiguri*
Siliguri line into Broad Gauge

To take up gauge conversion of Siliguri-Alipurduar- 
Bongaigaon immediately An agitation on this issue is 
also going on

To accelerate the construction of double line from 
Maldah to Guwahati This is also an important demand 
of this area.

To take immediate steps to change the dilapidated
coaches of Teesta-Torsha and N JP -H a ld ib a r i  passenger
tram

To attach A C M  tier and A C 111-Tier coaches with 
Teesta-Torsha Express regularly

To extend the Goar Express up to NJP

To take immediate steps to introduce a superfast
express train from Coochbehar to Calcutta

To speed up the construction of Eklakhi-Balurghat
ra i lw ay l ine and a llo t ade q u a te  fund tor its early  
completion and to resume the Gazol Gujaria railway 
scheme

To take steps to run the weekly Howrah-Guwahati 
express daily

To introduce one more express tram between New 
Jalpaiguri and Calcutta

To increase the frequency of the Guwahati-New 
Delhi Ra|dham Express to run it daily instead ot tn 
weekly and to provide its stoppage at New Coochbehar 
and New Alipurduar This is a very important tram but 
the people of this area are not getting benefited as 
expected

To construct a fly over at Mohitnagar Railway Gate
which is essential to avoid frequent accidents

To take up conversion of Radhikapur Barsoi gauge 
line into broad gauge

To in troduce  an express tram from Calcutta to 
D imapur

To modernise and improve the Himalayan Railways
af Darjeeling to promote tourism

To construct Railway Hotels at Darjeeling. Jalpaiguri 
and Coochbehar to promote tourism
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To take the d istrict of Coochbehar under the 
integrated railway network.

Lastly, I would (ike to say that the freedom fighters 
have been provided free railway pass but they have to
renew it every year causing them much difficulties I 
propose to increase the period from one year to five 
years

SHRI P. KODANDA RAMAIAH (Chitradurga) : Mr
Deputy Speaker. Sir, the Railway Budget presented by 
the hon. Railway Minister is welcomed by ait sides of
the House and I also join them in welcoming the Budget

Shri Ram Vilas Paswan is a very pleasant man. 
always smiling, keeps everybody happy, and so is his 
Budget. I am reminded of the famous painting called 
the Mona Lisa by Leonardo Da Vinci It you look at the 
painting from any angle and from any distance you get 
the feeling that the portrait is looking at you and smiling 
at you And this feeling Shri Ram Vilas Paswan was 
able to create in different sections ot the House and 
probably among the different sections of the people in 
the country. To that extent we all feel happy about this 
Budget, though it has got certain features which do not 
seem to be healthy. For instance we had for so long, 
nine railway zones in the country and in one go. the 
Budget has given six new zones in the country I am 
happy to the extent that my State is getting one of those 
zones, like many other States, such as Bhubaneswar 
and others But then the administrative expenses on 
the expansion plans of the Railways involve Rs 414 
crore on general suerintendence and services With 
every new zone that is coming up I am sure this 
particular head of account is getting inflated and it only 
involves extra expenditure w ithout providing 
commensurate additional services to the public

Secondly with the idea of having zones on regional 
basis we may not be sponso ring  the cause  of 
integration in the sense that we have had zones 
encompassing different areas of different States in the 
Past The trend appears to be to have a railway zone 
for reach moderate to big State and probably for two 
small States each I would not be surprised if in the next 
year we are going to have additional zones for the 
small States of North-East at the rate of one zone per 
two States i do not think this is a healthy trend and this 
only involves additional outlays without any productive 
motive involved in the expenditure

23 00 hrs.

Sir coming to my State of Karnataka we have had 
after independence - four Railway Ministers in the 

Union C ab ine t nam ely S hri K C Reddy Shri 
Hanumanthaiah Shri Poonacha and Shri C K Jaffer 
Sharief I do not want to dwell much about what the 
Railway Ministers in the distant past have done But I 
must say a word of praise for Shri C K Jaffer Sharief 
who for the first time has taken cognizance of the

requirements of Karnataka and did something for the 
State, though there is a lot to be done

I think the Budget is mostly favouring the Ganetic 
bett and what we call the route from Punjab to West 
Bengal You take the route length; you take new lines; 
you take the new trains - most of these seem to be 
going to these four States - Punjab. Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh. Bihar and probably West Bengal The South,
even now. gets a step-motherly treatment and I as sure
that at least in the next Budget the hon Minister of
Railways will give some weightage to the Southern 
States especially Karnataka

While praising Shri Jafer Sharief for whatever he 
has done for the State I do not say that we have had 
many new railway lines After all said and done we 
have had one new line and that is from Chitradurga to 
Rayadurga Beyond that I do not think much has been
done as far as the route length is concerned But then
the conversion of metre gauge into broad gauge was
done in a big way and we are grateful to the previous 
Minister of Railways tor the work he has done in that 
behalf

In the present Budget the hon Minister of Railways 
has included certain routes like Hubli-Ankola I think 
most of the routes mentioned in the Budget seem to be 
in the stage of survey like Hubh-Ankola. Talaguppa- 
Honnavara M unirabad-Mahabobnagar Dudda-Tiptur, 
Mysore-Tellicheri and Chamarajnagar-Mettupalaymam 
These are all the new lines mentioned in the Budget 
Most of these lines seem to be still »n some stage of 
su rvey For exam ple  the p a rticu la r route of 
C ham ara jnagar-M e ttupa layam  - I was to ld by my 
colleague from that area- was surveyed twenty years 
back and every time we raise this subject we always 
get the reply from the Railways that this route is still 
under survey I really wonder what is the time frame for 
a survey on a route invo lv ing  not more than 100 
kilometres I would request the Minister of Railways to
get this file and find out why this survey is being done 
repeadedly ad naueam and this reply is given to us I 
am sure the survey is over and the work of laying the 
new line can be taken up straightaway

We have got a railway line a sort of trunk line from 
Bangalore to Bombay via Tumkur Chitradurga Hubli 
and onwards This has been converted into broad gauge 
in the last two years But then we have got a tram 
running from Bangalore to Hubli only We do not have 
any tram from Bangalore to Bombay on that route And 
this route is very peculiar m that from Tumkur which is 
the district headquarters and a fairly big town the route 
takes a circuitouc way it goes to some interior places 
called Tiptur Arasikere Kadur Ajjampura Tarikere, 
Chikkajajur and on to Davanagere which is again on 
the mainline We have got a National Highway running 
from Bangalore to Hubli on a different route on a shorter 
route and this is via Tumkur Sira Hirayur Chitradurga 
and on to Hubli (Interruptions) Sir please give me some 
more time It is an important line tor my constituency
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You have to decide this
At the moment, I will allow five minutes to each.

[English]

SHRI V.M. SUDHEERAN : Sir, I am soory to say that
the earlier speakers have spoken for more than half- 
an-hour.

[Translation]

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Do not make speeches 
Give points only, This is my suggestion

[English]

Anyway, let us start now.

SHRI V M  SUDHEERAN Sir the better thing would
be not to allow anybody to speak beyond ten minutes

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER I am not allowing anybody 
to go beyond five minutes time limit The hon Members 
can simply mention the points and that is all

[Translation]

SHRI G M BANATWALA (Ponnani) Senior citizens
enjoy concessions m railway matters

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER You will get I also belong 
to the same category

[English]

SHRI V M  SUDHEERAN Mr Deputy-Speaker Sir 
we are the victims because we have been waiting since 
yesterday onwards We cannot be the victims Please 
allow us to expla in our posit ion also As you have 
suggested, let the hon Members confine themselves to 
the points and not go beyond the time limit of five to ten 
minutes because we have been sitting here for quite a 
long time

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER You must all think about
Shri Ram Vilas Paswan who is sitting through-out

SHRI V M  SUDHEERAN We are all grateful to
him

/'Translation]

SHRi SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA (Bilhaur) Mr Deputy 
Speaker Sir the Railway Budget presented by the hon 
Railway M in is te r  rem inds  me of tha t m om en ts  o f 
hiidhood when a mother asks her child to call the 

Moon and it will come to him Similarly, it has been said 
that it is a progressive budget an anti inflationary budget 
But the fact is that it is a budget ot political gimmics a 
day dream  and it has d e ta i led  from  the track  of 
development I will not take much time but what i am 
saying is true and I will prove it The hon’ble Minister 
says he has not increased fares of second class But 
what has he given to second class commuters m this 
b udge t9 He has g iven  15 tra ins  but not a s ing le  
passenger tram 400 crore commuters travel by this
class, and according to him. this number will go up by

4% this year, i.e., 16 crore new passengers  will be 
added, but no train has been given

The hon-Minister comes from Bihar His Government 
is the Government of the poor Has he not seen th* 
labourers and peasant travelling on roof tops of trains 
operating from Bihar to Punjab and vice-versa? Wh;it 
has he done for providing them convenient travel9 Not 
a single bogie has been added to passenger trains 
According his estimate, passenger traffic will increase 
by 4% i.e. 16 crore new commuters will be added Now 
if we make calculations, 15 trams can carry 4 crore 
p a s s e n g e rs  a n n u a l ly  His c la im  is of 16 c ro re  
passenge rs  How wil l the rest 12 crore com m ute rs  
t r a v e l9 Will  they trave l s i tt ing in to i le ts 9 It is the 
G overnm ent of the p o o r1 How long will they go on
deceiving the poor9 Once you go and sit in our ordinary 
class bogie passengers are crammed like fodder He
has done nothing for the poor he not given a single 
new passenger tram

Secondly he says that he has exempted consumer 
items from the freight hike But what has he g iven9 14 
items has been exem pted from fre igh t hike wh ich  
include foodgrains and that too meant for P D S  Now 
the consumer get ration for only 6 days in a month from 
P D S  rest is suppl ied by grain dealers  but these  
foodgrains have not been exempted He can calculate 
the quantity of grains moved by trams Oilseeds have 
been exempted but how much what quantum is lifted 
by goods tram9 No wagon is available for oilseeds Full 
rake is allotted Where from that much oilseeds would 
com e9 This is also a day dreaming Similarly he says 
sugar. )aggry and gur are transported by rail, but what 
a m o u n t9 The  exem p t ion  is for nam e sake  He is 
collecting the entire freight revenue Why is he befooling 
p e o p le  by say ing  that so many items have  been  
exem p ted9 He says that freight hike will not bad to
increase m prices but I say it will If he needs funds,
he can raise them by other means, but not from hike m 
freight

Thirdly he is not able to provide wagons 6 thousand 
wagons are lying damaged ..(interruptions) I will come 
to that also if it relates to making money If you say I 
should speak for five minutes only I shall not be able 
to make my suggestions You must give me more time 
The wagons are damaged they have outlives their utility 
they are not being replaced The department has started 
the own-your-wagon- scheme This is meant for big 
people and not for common man The damaged wagons 
should at least be got repaired Some wagons loaded 
with foodgra ins  were despa tched  to B ang ladesh  it 
should be seen whether all those wagons have come 
back There is great shortage of wagons throughout the 
country The Kiln-owners are not getting wagons for the 
movement of coal When 2-4 rakes are given the Coal 
of India Ltd does not have coal When Coal is available 
wagons are not available So, the Brock Kilns are facing 
closure the workers are being rendered jubless Sir. I 
would like to make one more point
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MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mishraji. you are making 
very good points, but you have consumed the time 
allotted to you.

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA : Sir. I would like to 
make one point more The hon. Minister has estimated 
an increase of two crore tonne in freight. They are not 
building wagons. The turn-over time of wagons which 
was 10 days two years ago. has gone up to 10.8 today 
This 10.8 increase is reducing the availability of wagons 
The Railways D epartm ent is not making efforts to 
maintain 10 days turn-over and if this is done, more 
wagons will be available. It is said that fare for sleeper 
coaches upto 200 kilometres has not been increased. 
Th is d is tance  is cove red  in 3 — 3V2 hours  and no 
reservation is done for this distance. He has again 
mislead the people. His department refuses to make 
reservation for two hours Suppose a tram starts at 6 
clock and we ask for reservation for the sleeper coach, 
the booking office refuses to oblige us by saying that 
th is can be done only after 10 o c lock How many 
passengers travel upto this distance? They are deceiving 
the people It has been the policy of his party The 
people were promised that their loans will be waived 
of. but nothing has been d o n e...(In terruptions) The 
number of unreserved bogies has not been increased, 
m is le a d ,  n u m b e r  of re s e rv e d  b o g ies  has been  
increased He can check it ...(Interruptions) If you are 
not prepared to listen to the problems faced by the 
poor, I resume my seat But you will have to listen to the 
grievances of the poor whether it takes ten minutes or 
one hour. .(Interruptions) Entry into reserved bogies has 
been prohibited It is a good step But what provision 
has been made for increasing the number unreserved 
bogies9 I have figures with me Last year a provision 
of Rs.281.78 crore was made for new tracks which has 
been reduced to Rs.220 crore this year Still he claims 
of a progressive budget He has himself admitted in his 
budget that we had inherited 54693 kilometres rail track 
in 1947 from Britisher and it increased upto 62.660 
kilometres during the last 49 years That means we
added 258 kilometres per year He says his budget is 
progressive' The budget has to be viewed in the light 
of above facts

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER Please conclude

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA What steps has 
he taken to check corruption and pilferages9 I do not 
want to go into details, as this subject has been with by 
many hon. Members How much provision has been 
made for modernisation9 This is also an act of cheating 
of the people

Trave l by tra in - is b e c o m in g  unsa fe  He says 
te lephones have been provided but this will not mitigate 
the problems In reply to a question he said that G R P  
is not under his control Then are the railways not 
accountable for loots being committed pn passengers 
at railway platforms9 What measures h a s t e n  t^ken to 
che$k tra i/w obberies9 There is no mention in the budget 
in this regard

They launched a cleanliness campaign, large 
banners were displayed throughout the country, but
nothing tangible was achieved. This has also to be
taken care of.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : You have consumed ten
minutes. Now please conclude in one minute.

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA : Now I would like 
to take up the problems of my area. First, the Kanpur- 
Jhansi line is a single line. It leads to Bombay and links 
the whole South-lndia. It is necessary to double and 
electrify the Kanpur-Jhansi line. Second, intercity train 
sh o u ld  s ta r te d  b e tw e e n  K a n p u r -E ta w a ,  K a n p u r -  
A l lahabad. Kanpur-Jhans i and Kanpur-Farrukhabad. 
There is no such train. Last year. Farrukhabad inter-city 
trains was started, but the same has been discontinued.
This should be taken note of. There is no direct train 
from Kanpur for South India cities. Kanpur is an industrial
and b u s in e s s  tow n. So, d irec t tra ins  for M adras . 
Bangalore and Mumbai should be started. There is no 
direct rail route from Kanpur for Barielly. Moradabad, 
Saharanpur and Hardwar. We have Balamanu rail-track
If this track is improved, we can operate mail and 
Express-trains on this route At present, only passenger 
trains operate on this line

Railway over bridges are needed at four places in 
Kanpur, which has a population of 40-50 lakh There is 
need for overhead crossing at Rural-Suburban for linking 
Kanpur M ahanaga r South Road with G T Road at 
Medical crossing Otherwise people have to wait for 
hours together

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER Mishraji, please conclude
n o w

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA ; There is imperative
need of w idening of Panki railway station because it is 
the station of Kanpur Mahanagar and depot of Indian
Oil and Steel Authority are located there (interruptions)

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER : Mr Mishra. I am calling
the next speaker

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA It is essential to 
widen the station because of all these things

Mr Deputy Speaker Similarly there is Rura Station
(Interruptions)

MR D E P U T Y  S P E A K E R  M ish ra  ji p le a s e  
conclude

SHRI SHYAM BEHARI MISHRA Sir I have to make 
only one point I have curtailed my entire speech It is 
no use of being here if we are not able to highlight our
problems This will not do Some hon’ble Members have
spoken for three hours

MR DEPUTY SPEAKER Please conclude. I am 
calling the name of next member.

23.26 tyrs.

(Mr. r$pa%X$r tn the Chair)

Sir Barhamavarf is associated wilh.M^harani Laxrni 
Bai. Tatya Tope and Nanaji Peshwa. Lav:Ku$Ji were
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I would like to congratulate all the States which 
have had the good fortune to receive the Min isters and 
the Railway s attention and generosity and those States 
about which we heard a tew discordent note because 
they will benefit when he presents the next regular 
Budget in February. Apart from the budgetary support 
being increased by the Planning Commission or by the 
F inance Ministry which itself is a very diff icult and 
delicate job, I would urge upon the hon. Minister to also 
consider that over the last five years, as an advent of 
liberalisation it has been possible in the infrastructrual 
field to attract foreign investment and part icularly my 
State. Orissa, has been trying for Asian Development 
Bank as well as the Exim Bank of Japan who are quite 
keen to invest Rs 2900 crore in the eastern coast of 
Orissa for Railways as well as for port handling. We 
remember that it is due to the paucity of reserves for
infrastructure that one of the deepest sea ports in the 
eastern sea-board. Pardeep was not given permission 
for a long time by the Central Government. We had to 
struggle for quite a lot because there were no railway
lines before it became major port

I would like to thank the Minister for the six new
zones, including Bhubaneshwar. It took us forty years 
and we are grateful to Shri Ram Vilas Paswan. We are 
also thankful for Haridaspur-Paradeep line, a lthough 
only Rs 1 crore has been kept But. while forming the 
zones I wish there would have a little more transparency 
because we are not sure how viable it will be from the
economic point of view, from the operations point of
view and from the administrative point of view.

I say this because, it is. once bitter twice shy’ as 
the proverb goes.

We have a truncated Sambalpur Division It was 
started in 1984 It was supposed to progress by phases 
Most of the revenue earning areas, that is Rourkela, lb 
Valley. Brajrajnagar and Bondamunda fall in the Bilaspur 
and Chakradarpur Division and the entire revenue of 
Orissa goes outside and so Orissa is improvished. I do
not wish to say that it is a systematic loot or it is a subtle
loot The fact is that the revenue of Orissa does not 
come to Orissa Therefore, the tax mobilisation or the
resource mobilisation of Orissa is that much less

H is to rica l ly  Orissa has had only one thousand  
ki lometres of railway line from 1853 to 1947. It has had 
another thousand  k i lometres from 1947 to 1996 It 
comes to about 28 per cent of the South-Eastern Railway 
zone, which is the highest revenue earning zone of the 
Indian Railways In fact, the revenue earnings are Rs 
108 million tonnes out of Rs 318 million tonnes and yet 
we are the most least developed because, historically
- the hon Minister has also mentioned in his speech - 
the imperial requirements of the Bombay Army and the 
Madras Army entailed that the Calcu tta -M adras and 
C a lc u t ta -B o m b a y  l in e s  w e n t to  th e  p e r ip h e ry  of
Orissa Therefore if you see the map of O r issa , It is a 
b lank

The G ove rnm en t of Orissa has been, and the  
Members of Parl iament of Orissa have been, for the last 
four decades, demanding certain Railway lines. Today, 
if you look at Orissa, you will see that the land mass is 
4.74 per cent; population 3.74 per cent; forest 7.4 per 
cent; iron ore 26 per cent; coal 24 per cent; chromite 98 
per cent; nickel 95 per cent; bauxite 70 per cent; and 
human resources ranges from 45 per cent to 55 per 
cent of the people living below the poverty line. The
figure for human resources fluctuates between 45 per
cent and 55 per cent. I do not know how it fluctuates 
Maybe, it fluctuates due to the Planning Commiss ions 
v a r io u s  in d ice s .  T il l  1995, it w as 55 p e r  c e n t  
...(Interruptions)

MR SPEAKER : The House has agreed for five
minutes for each Member

SHRI K P. SINGH DEO : I beg your indulgence, Sir

Therefore, there is a feeling of neglect, for which all 
the Mem bers from Orissa went on a dharna  I am 
grateful that the hon Minister called us and discussed 
some of our points In a mineral rich and marine rich 
State like Orissa, we are in the lowest rung of the 
econom ic  ladder and the reason  is in f ra s t ru c tu ra l  
inadequacy. This has been b rough t out by Shri P 
Chidambaram in his Budget speech, in the updated 
E conom ic S urvey  and a lso  in the  B.D. P a n d e y  

Committee Report on Transportation. Shri Pandey has 
brought out with i llustrations from Orissa that today the 
transport and economic development are inadequate - 
this inadequacy is a deterrent to growth * and the need 
for increased financial allocation Transport investment
and economic growth have an empirical re lationship 
and there is stagnation After fifty years of Independence 
Orissa is a paradox of poverty amongst plenty Therefore,
these regional inequalit ies which are existing should 
be removed

My suggestion to the hon Minister of Railways is 
to review and reconsider the effectiveness of the pan- 
Indian Railway Policy, which has been followed from 
c o lo n ia l  t im es  and a lso  to see w h e th e r  the  less 
d eve lop e d ,  ba ckw a rd  and rem ote  a reas requ ire  a 
separate approach; a policy and a strategy somewhat 
like the Tribal Sub-Plan, if a Railway Sub-Plan can be 
thought of in the light of social cultural and economic 
needs of the area One of the railway lines which the 
Government of Orissa has been pressing is the Rupsa- 
Bangir iposi on which many of my colleagues have said 
that there is a token grant The foundation stone was 
laid at both the places by then hon Railway Minister.
Shri Zaffer Sharief If that investment can be stepped up
and expedited, it wil l have a direct link not only to 
Jamshedpur but also the mineral-rich iron ore areas of
Badampahar and Gormahisani.

Then, the Daitari-Banspani has been languishing 
for the last 20 years Only 33 ki lometres of Jakhpura- 
Daitari section have been completed. Otherwise, from 
D a ita ir  to B anspan i,  th is  wil l  sho rten  the rou te  to 
Paradeep by 35 kilometres. At the moment, it Is being
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used for iron-ore as well as other ores. Six steel plants 
are coming up and two power plants are also going to 
come up. Same is the question of the Angul-Talcher- 
B u d h a p a n k a -K a m a k h y a n a g a r -D h u b r i -S u k in d a  road 
Survey indicates it is one of the highest rate of returns
in the entire Railway * 23.43 per cent. This will also
have a direct link from Haridaspur to Paradeep.

For Talcher-Sambalpur, Rs.50 crore have been given
We had demanded Rs.100 crore. We would like to 

have a commitment, if necessary, for grant ot Rs 50 
crore more because by 1997, it has to be completed 
This will shorten the route from Delhi to Bombay by 350
kilometres.

Then , I com e to doub ling  of T a lche r-N irgund i-  
Cuttack-Paradeep As you are very well aware. Sir it 
was your old department This coal goes to Karnataka- 
Kerala-Andhra Pradesh-Tamilnadu Sir, all these power
plants are dependent on this. Then I come to Largigarh 
-Junagarh Am bagudu . near Jagda lpu r like the rich
Aluminium and Bauxite area in the most backward tribal 
area of Kalukandi and Karaput

Then. I come to Malkangir i-Jaypore Malkangirt is 
the tail-end of Orissa The only tin reserves of India are 
in Malkangrri

Bolangir-Khurda which the Minister has been very 
kindly updated agreed to increase the allocation to Rs
5 crores This will reduce the distance to Bhubaneswar 
from Delhi and Bombay by 250 kms

T h e n , th e re  is R a y a g a d a  to G o p a tp u r  Port 
connec t ing  the A lum in ium  p lants  of K a lukand i and 
Koraput Lastly a new division at Raurkella

SHRI RUPCHAND PAL (Hooghly) Mr Speaker 
Sir. I have written to the hon Minister and I shall be 
continuing to write to the Minister on very important 
points making suggestions So. I am taking the time of 
this House High hopes have been raised among the 
people %of this country particularly the common peop le *  
that the long neglected problems of the people of this 
country will be properly attended to by the new Minister
who is considered to be the leader of the Dalits and the
champion of the cause of the weaker sections of this
country

I know about the financial constraints faced by the 
Railways supporting the Minister in his demand for more
budgetary grant for the Railways

23.44 hr*.

(Shrimati Qeeta Mukherjee in the Chair)

I shall not mention about any particular demand at 
the beginning but about a disservice that is continuing 
for the last few years in a part of my constituency It may
seem that it is a very ordinary problem But it is not so 
If the economic life of thousands and thousands of
people in a particular area is totally d islocated by a 
problem created by the Railways, then it can never be

considered as an ordinary problem I am stating about 
the waterlogging problem in a part of my constituency 
that is, Bandel. It is one of the most important stations 
in the Eastern Railway. And I have been writ ing to the 
railways repeatedly. I have met the Eastern Railways 
authorit ies in a deputation This House will be amazed 
to know that in the latest reply given to me by a very 
high officer of the Eastern Railway, they have written 
very absurd things I am constrained to say that They 
have not cared to visit that place A road which has 
been used as a road for decades has been described 
as a waterway A place which is under panchayats has 
been described as a municipal area In such a way 
absurd thing have been stated in the reply So I have 
no option but to mention here that this disservice should 
be discontinued *! am not making any demand for any 
service or extension or expansion of service or a new 
service of any line I am talking of a disservice The 
Railways are dislocating the economic life of thousands 
of people of that place I have said that as thousands 
of commuters cannot go their place of work, one wooden 
foot bridge can be constructed or something should be 
done in this regard I am told - I do not know but for 
reasons best known to them - that whatever work has 
been started has Stopped due to bickerings among the
contractors Madam I would c ^ne^t that the Standing 
C om m ittee  on R a ilw ays  > .de ve ry  im portan t
suggestions about passenge- .memttes with regard to 
very important stations I would mention only a few of 
them

Chandannagar is a very historic place and Chinsura 
is a very old p lace and d iv is ional headquarter The 
passenger amenities in these important stations as also 
is places like Bhadreshwar and Mogra Maukundu etc 
are very poor We have been making a demand for a 
new ra i lw a y  s ta t io n  b e tw e e n  B h a d re s h w a r  and  
Baidyabati So many agitations had taken place and I 
had to intervene so many times Once it went to the 
e x ten t  of R a il  R oko  The nam e of the p la c e  is 
K h u r ig a c h i  H ence  new ra i lw ay s ta t ion  shou ld  be 
constructed It is in the Eastern Railways of Howra 
Division

We have been making a demand for doubling a 
very important railway line between Tarakeshwar and
S heo raphu ly  As you know Tarakeshw ar is a very 
important place of pi lgrimage and lakhs of people go 
there We are happy that electrification between Bandal
Katwa has started and is completed now We want that
it should be doubled

I have made a suggestion for a connection between 
Howrah-Sealdah-Burdwan cord line and Tarakeshwar 
line at a place near Haripal which will help the Railways 
to earn  m ore  re ve n u e  and a lso  he lp  the  ra i lw ay  
commuters from p in ing  Tarakeshwar railway line directly 
to Sealdah via the chord line It should be considered

l have also made a suggestion that trains should 
be run between Bandal and Sealdah because so many 
railway passengers who want to reach Calcutta earlier
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from Burdwan or Bandel crossing the river Ganges need
them . Serv ice  is there but th is  serv ice shou ld  be
increased and more trains should be provided.

I also dem and that more tra ins shou ld  be run 
between Bandel, Howrah and Sealdah. The old demand 
fo r  e x te n s io n  of Am ta  l ine upto S e a k h a la  and 
Champadanga has been long neglected High hopes 
have been raised among the people of this area that
the new Railway Minister will attend to all these things.

It is a happy thing that Tarakeshwar-Arambagh- 
V ishnupur rai lway line has been considered by the 
Railway Minister and a provision of a survey has been 
made in the Railway Budget We welcome that but it 
should be expedited.

My last suggestion is this When I was associated 
with a very important committee, we had made certain 
suggestions about utilisation of the railway land We 
find that railway land is being used by usurpers They 
are occupying it in an unauthorised manner Sometimes, 
municipal bodies or State Governments or panchayats 
want to have the railway land for developmental work 
like passenger amenities But that is not being provided.
Why should the railway land be used by outsiders7 A 
policy should be made with regard to* proper utilisation
of railway land in the interest of the people panchayats 
municipal bodies and State Governments

I shall be brief and I will not take much of the time 
of the House I know that there are problems related to 
Railways and the Government is trying to give a new
direction in the interest of the people I am very much
of the constraints but still priority should be so fixed that
the new orientation which the hon Minister wants to 
give should be in the interest of the common people

The question generally  asked is For whom the 
trains runs? Is it not for the common people who cannot
afford other forms of transport like motor cars and other
things So. the railway amenities for the common people 
should be provided

Las t ly  I w e lc o m e  the  s te p s  taken  by the  
Government Taking up pro)ects*for the long neglected 
areas like the North-East is in the right direction I would
also suggest that the long neglected areas of the Eastern
parts of India should also be attended to properly

DR. JAYANTA RO N G PI 'A u to n o m o u s -D is t r ic t *  
(Assam) Thank you Madam Chairperson I shall be 
very brief It is almost midnight So I will not repeat
those points that have already been raised by the other
hon Members

At the very outset I congratulate the hon Minister 
of Railways for his maiden Budget which has intended 
to give a special and never emphasis for the North-East 
and other backward areas and also for Jammu and
K a sh m ir  We a lso  d e s e rv e s  a p p re c ia t io n  for his 
em phasis  on better passenger serv ices and better 
performance in the traffic section I also welcome his 
decision of not increasing the fare of short distance

second  class trave l le r  and also fo r the urban and 
suburban commuters. This is indeed a pro-people and 
pro-poor step and I also welcome this particular decision

At the same time. I also, as many of the hon. 
Members, an aware of the limitations of the Budget and 
other constraints he has been facing and especially the 
Annual Plan allocation which is Rs.8.138 crore. which 
is only eight per cent more than the last year. I am 
afraid that the inflation will sat up, will neutralize the 
marginal increase of eight per cent. That is why. I say 
that though the Budget has proposal for so many new 
lines and new services. I am afraid whether all these 
provis ions and p roposa ls  can be turned into reality 
because out of the Annual Plan of Rs 8,130 crore. the 
Budget has proposed to raise Rs.900 crore from two 
schemes. One is from the BOLT scheme, that is the
Build Own Lease Transfer scheme - Rs.500 crore and 
the other one is from the OYW scheme, that is. the Own
Your Wagon scheme Rs.400 crore Rs.900 crore has
been proposed to be raised by these two schemes

In the Budget speech itself, the hon. Minister of 
Railways has conceded the fact that these two schemes 
are not successful. If that be so. then with the ten per 
cent of the total Budget allocation, in question mark and 
the hon. Minister of Railways himself is not sure whether 
they will be able to raise it or not. There is also the 
matter of raising through bonds, etc In the international 
markets One cannot be sure of it That is why my 
request to the hon. Minister of Railways is that as per 
the Budget allocation, if a proper fund raising cannot be 
done in that case, many of the proposals and schemes 
have to be dropped or postponed In that case, the
promise he had made to the North-East and Kashmir 
and other backward areas I hope will not be dropped

At the same time, the support from the General 
Budget is only to the tune of Rs.200 crore which is very 
meagre Here. I wonder how the last Government and 
a lso th is  G o v e rn m e n t  is s a y in g  th a t  the p r iva te  
partic ipation in our economy is essentia l so that the 
funds from the Exchequer, that is the Consolidated 
Fund of India or the Public Fund can be spared for 
building up the infrastructure and core sector

At least this plea is taken for inviting the public 
part ic ipation in our national economy If that be the 
case the Railways is vital for our economy Why then 
the Budgetary support to the Railways is so meagre9 
Rather it has been successively decreased Therefore 
there should be a radical change in our thinking and I 
hope if hon. M in is te r of R a i lw ays  tr ies to bring a 
consensus among ail the parties and all the Members 
we can make a common effort so that the Budgetary 
support to the Railway Budget is increased substantially 
so that all the promises can be met with

I will now very briefly simply mention the problems 
of my constituency because of paucity of time Firstly 
there is only one fast tram from Delhi to Guwahati that
is Rajdham Express This train should be made more
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frequent. At least daily and If it is not possible then at 
least it should run six days a week because this is the
only fast train for the entire North-Eastern region. People
of seven sisters of that region come to Delhi by Rajdhani,
one of the fastest trains. So the frequency of this train
should be increased.

Secondly, the electrification target of Railways for 
this year is 634 kilometres. In Assam and other North-
Eastern States, not a single kilometre is going to be 
electrified. So. I request the hon Minister of Railways 
that electrif ication work should also start in the N F 
Railway in the North-Eastern region

So far as computerised reservation is concerned 
now the hon Minister of Railways has himself agreed 
that many of the State capitals of North-East India are 
not connected with railway line But if reservation service 
is made available at the State capitals of Meghalaya 
Nagaland. Manipur, Tripura. Mizoram and Arunacha l 
Pradesh, then the people of these States can avail the 
trains either from Dibrugarh or from Guwahati Therefore 
my specific request to the hon Minister is that all the 
S ta te  H e a d q u a r te rs  of N o r th -E a s t  and  all the  
Headquarters of the Autonomous Councils should be 
computerised Autonomous Councils are very important 
as far as N o r th -E a s t  is co n c e rn e d  D iphu  is the 
Headquarters of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council  
Half long is the Headquarte rs  of North K achhar hill
Autonomous Council  and Kokrajhar is the Headquarters 
of B o d o la n d  A u to n o m o u s  C ounc i l  In these  th ree  
Autonomous Councils computerised reservation facility
should be made available as it will not cost much

So far as employment is concerned the claim made
here

MR CHAIRMAN No you wanted to speak without
your constituency

MR JAYANTA RONGPI Yes Madam I am speaking 
about my consti tuency because I belong to a tr ibal 
constituency

MR CHAIRMAN Then do not touch the subject of 
unemployment

DR JAYANTA RONGPI Madam mine is a tribal
c o n s t i tu e n c y  and  p e o p le  the re  are not g e t t in g  
employment That is why Madam the problem of my 
constituency is unlike the problems of rest of the country

Only few years back when people of other parts 
were making a dem and for a railway line there in 
Shil long M egha laya there was a m ovem ent against 
that that people did not want a railway line there As 
soon as it was declared in the Parl iament that there 
would be a Railway Survey from Diphu to Korang as a 
first step to link Manipur, there was a hue and cry in my 
constituency People were saying that if a railway line 
comes they would not get employment and people from
o u ts id e  w i l l  c o m e  and  w o rk  the re  Th is  way our
democratic pattern will be changed That is why I want 
to bring It to the notice of the hon Minister of Railways

So far as employment is concerned, local people, the 
tribals and the people belonging to Scheduled Castes 
should get employment

The Minister himself has once said that in many 
cases the officers are responsible for this Those officers 
who are responsible for this should be punished so that 
these  adverse  rem arks  about R a ilw ays  sho u ld  be 
removed These p rob lem s shou ld  be add ressed  by 
making a proper employment policy

24.00 hrs.
Moreover the headquarters  of my cons t i tuency  

Diphu is also the headquarters of the Hill Autonmous 
Council Madam Chairperson if you go there you will 
notice that probably this is the only platform in this 
coun try  just oppos ite  to the town area and at the 
backyard of the platform there is a reserved forest It is 
just on the opposite side and the town is on the other 
side. This is a very unusual scene The jungle forest
starts from the backyard of this platform That is why my 
request is that this platform should be shifted to the 
town area so that the commuters can get the facilities 
and all the main trains and the express trains should 
have a proper stoppage there

I hope, the Ministry of Railways will take care of my 
suggestions and the suggestions made by the hon 
Members of the North East

With these suggest ions  I support  the R a ilway 
Budget

MR CHAIRMAN I have to inform the House that 
in the meeting of the Business Advisory Committee 
held on the 25th July 1996 it has been decided that 
the Railway Minister will now reply on the 30th July 
1996 after the Question Hour instead of 26th July 1996
the Demands for Grants (Railways* for 1996-97 will be 
put to the vote of the House along with the concerned 
A p p ro p r ia t io n  (R a i lw a y s '  Bfl l 1996 H ow ever,  the 
discussion wifi conclude at the present sitting itself

Along with this announcement I would like to make 
a request to the hon Members that you all had agreed 
when the hon Speaker was here that each Member 
would take only five minutes That should be stuck to 
After four minutes I shall ring the bell and you should 
conclude within a minute

(interruptions)

SHRI V M  SU D H E ER A N  M adam  C ha irperson  
there is a problem (interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN This has already been decided 
Kindly cooperate Now rt is midnight Let our brains be
alert

(interruptions)

SHRI V M  SUDHEERAN Now the point is that 
there are announcements but we are not sticking to the 
announcements (Interruptions)

MR CHAIRMAN You all had agreed that each 
M em ber would  take on ly five m inutes . T here  is no
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imposition After four minutes. I shall ring the bell and
then you conclude within a minute. This for all and 
there will be no exception. I hope you all will cooperate 
with the Chair.

SEVERAL HON MEMBERS : Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN : Thank you very much. Let us see 
whether we can really set a record today.

Now I call upon the hon Member. Shri Pramothes 
Mukherjee to speak.

SHRI P R A M O TH ES  M U K HERJE E  (Berham pur)  
(WB) : M adam  C h a irp e rs o n .  I th a n k  you  fo r  the 
opportunity given to me to speak at midnight.

On behalf of my Party. RSP I rise to support the 
Railway Budget for the year 1996-97 I welcome the 
proposal expressed in the Budget for giving the top 
priority to the needs of the North East India. It is highly 
justified because the prevailing situation therein has
led to the growth of terrorism, insurgency and the root 
of narcotic drug So the impetus given to the needs of 
the North Eastern States is highly justified

I also welcome the announcement made by our
hon Prime Minister on the floor of the House about the
economic package for Jammu & Kashmir, which also
includes the part of construction of the railway project
in that area

Madam if you see the history ot the Railways, the 
East India Company had realised the importance of 
Railways in India The British Government of India at 
that time also realised the importance of railway track 
as the vehicle of progress and modern civilization They 
have built up 40 000 kilometres of railway track during 
the 47 years from 1853 to 1900 But what about the 
Congress Government9 Since 1947. during the last 50 
years the Congress Government could not build up not 
even 10.000 k i lom e tres . They built up on ly 8 .000  
k i lo m e t re s  of ra i lw ay  t rack  Th is  show s  th a t  the 
Congress Government could not realise the importance 
of railway track as vehicle of progress and modern 
civ il ization

I am happy that this G overnm ent, the p resen t 
Government of India is committed to secularism and I 
am also happy that our hon Minister of Railways Shri
Ram V ilas  Pasw an  is c o m m it te d  to re a l ise  the  
importance ot railway track as an instrument of modern 
civil ization and he has intended to knit together the 
colourful cultural and religious diversities into one

It is only the railways which brought the polit ical
unification of the country and it is only the railways 
w h ic h  can d e v e lo p  the  fe d e ra l  s t ru c tu re  of ou r  
constitution today But I am sorry to mention that thrust 
has not been given in the case of Murshidabad district
m West Bengal

Madam I am very sorry to mention that proper 
impetus has not been given to the deve lopm ent of 
L a lg o la -S e a ld a h  ra i lw a y  s e c t io n  My d is t r ic t ,

Murshidabad is a territorial district. Prior to 1946, the
British Government realised the historic, strategic and
to o th e r  c o m m e rc ia l  im p o r ta n c e  of th is  d is t r ic t  
...(Interruptions) Yes. I am following the time. Do not be 
hurry.

So I urge upon the Ministry and the Government to 
make necessary  provis ion for e lectr i f ica tion on this 
L a lg o la -S e a ld a h  s e c t io n  from  K r is h n a n a g a r  to 
Baharampur and then to Lalbag.

A lso  I w ou ld  urge upon the M in is te r  to make 
provision for the construction of double line in this area.

Secondly, I would urge upon the Minister to make 
p rov is ion  for the construct ion  of an over br idge at 
P a n c h a n a n ta la  leve l  c ro ss in g  in the  to w n s h ip  of 
Baharampur. I would urge upon the Government to make 
the provision for the construction of a bridge at Nasipur
near Lalbag over the river. Bhagirathi in order to make
a connection between this line and North Bengal and
then to North India

Lastly I will conclude with another sentence Proper
impetus should be given to the construction of Eklakhi-
Balurghat railway project

00.09 hrs. (26.7.96)

ANNOUNCEMENT RE BUSINESS 
OF THE HOUSE

MR CHAIRMAN I have to make an announcement 
The Business Advisory Committee held its sitting on 
Thursday, the 25th July, 1996 The Committee after re
considering the earl ier decision decided to take the 
following business as indicated below

On Friday, the 26th July. 1996

1 Submission to the vote of the House of Demands 
for Grants on Account (General) for 1996-97

2 Demands for Excess Grants (General) for 1993- 
94 and their relevant Appropriation Bills

3 Consideration and passing of the following Bills

(i) Conservation of Foreign Exchange and
P re v e n t io n  of S m u g g l in g  A c t iv i t ie s  
(Amendment) Bill. 1996

(ii) P revention  of Il l ic it Traff ic in N arcotic  
D rugs  and P s y c h o t ro p ic  S u b s ta n c e s  
(Amendment) Bill 1996

(iii) R e p re s e n ta t io n  of th e  P eo p le  
(Amendment) Bill 1996

(iv) Representa t ion  of the People (Second 
Amendment) Bill 1996

(v) Arbitration and Conciliation Bill, 1995: (As 
passed by Rajya Sabha)




