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Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government has any information regarding deaths of fishes and other aquatic animals due to pollution in various rivers
and water bodies of the country including in Orissa; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the action taken by the Government in this regard?

Answer

THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH) 

(a) to (c) There have been reports from time to time regarding deaths and mortality of fishes due to pollution in various rivers and
water bodies. However, occurrence of such episodes in Orissa has not been reported. The deaths of fishes in rivers and lakes are on
account of depletion in oxygen and release of toxic materials due to disposal of sewage or industrial wastes. 

With a view to restoring water quality of rivers in the country, the Government has launched the centrally sponsored scheme of National
River Conservation Plan (NRCP) which covers polluted stretches of 38 rivers in 178 towns spread over 20 States. Rivers Mahanadi
and Brahmani in Orissa are among them. The pollution abatement works taken up under the Plan include interception and diversion of
municipal sewage, setting up of sewage treatment plants, creation of low cost sanitation facilities, setting up of electric and improved
wood crematoria and river front development. Sewage treatment capacity of 4064 mld (million litres per day) has been created so far
in the country under the Plan. For improvement of water quality of lakes, the Government has undertaken a program of National Lake
Conservation Plan (NLCP) under which 61 lakes in 14 States at an estimated cost of Rs. 1028.20 crore have been covered. With the
completion of the NRCP and NLCP programme and through effective operation & maintenance of the assets being created, water
quality of these rivers and water bodies is expected to improve contributing to rejuvenation of their bio-diversity. 
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