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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE 
Thursday, 23rd May, 1952

The House met at a Quarter Past Eight 
of the Clock.

[M r . S p e a k e r  in the Chair] 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

R u r a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  u n d e r  F o r d

F o u n d a t io n  A s s is t a n c e

*122. Shri M. L. Dwivedi: WiU the 
Minister of Food and Aericaltore be
pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing;

(a) the work actually being done 
under the Ford Foundation Assistance 
in connection with what is called 
“ Intensive Rural Development Pro
gramme” ;

(b) the location of five training 
centres under the scheme with descrip
tion of kind of training;

(c) the fifteen intensive development 
projects with description, cost, and 
time of implementation; and

(d) the funds allocated to the train
ing centres and the projects or their 
estimates?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): A statement is 
laid on the Table of the House. [See 
Appendix I, annexure No. 33]

F o r d  F o u n d a t io n  S c h e m e

•135. Shri S. N. Das: WiU the Minis
ter of Food and Agricaltare be pjeased 
to state:

(a) how many training and extension 
projects have been set up under the 
agreement made between the Ford
Foimdation and the Government ol
India;
. (b) where these projects have been 
tocated; and

<c) whether trainees have been 
selected?
48 PSD
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The Minister of Food and Agrieol- 
tnre (Shri Kidwai): (a) Two train-
ing-cum-development and three de
velopment projects have been recently 
opened out of 13 so far sanctioned.

(b) Training-cum-^evelopment pro
jects—

1 . Agricultural Institute, Anand,
Bombay.

2. Visveswaraya Canal Farm,
Mysore.

Development Projects— .
. 1 . KukatpalU (5-6 miles from Hy-

" derabad City).
2. Bhandson, Tahsil Nabha,

PEPSU.
3. Rangia in Kamrup District,

Assam. •
, (c) The States are proceeding with
the selection of trainees.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: May I know.
Sir, on whose initiative the
scheme has been launched and what 
is the financial assistance which India 
gets from foreign countries?

Shri Kidwai: The total cost of this 
project is Rs. l,19,000^Rs. 56,000
capital and Rs. 63,000 recurring ex-, 
penditure. As is evident, the initial
cost of the first two years will be
met by the Ford Foundation.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: May I know,
Sir, if before the launching of the 
scheme for the benefit of the mud
population, some experts of Indian 
rural life were consulted?

Shri Kidwai: They are consulted at 
every stage.

Shri S. N. Das: What is the mini
mum qualification expected of a can
didate selected for training ^t thes« 
centres?

Shri Kidw^: These trainees are in 
the employ of the State Governments 
and each State Government will lay 
down its own quaUflcations.
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Shri N. Das: May I know whe
ther instructors for these training 
centres have already been appointed?

Shri Kidwai: Not yet. All that will 
be done by the State Governments.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: May I know by 
what time these trainees will be in a 
position to give education to the rural 
areas actually?

Shri Kidwai: As I have said, the 
centres have been selected and the 
trainees have been chosen by the 
State Governments. It will depend 
upon the nature of work that each 
l^ te  wants to have from its em
ployees.

Shri M. L. bwiyedi: Is it not a fact 
that five centres are already nmning 
^ d  persons are receiving training?

Shri Kidwai: Five centres have been 
selected and candidates are being 
selected by the State Governments.

Shri S. N. Das: What is the basis on 
which these centres have been selec
ted ?

Sliri kidWal: The centres have been 
selected on the recommendation of 
the State Governments.

Shri K. D. Malaviy*: Will the Gov- 
<rn]^^t kindly tet us know the names 
of some of the Indian,., exiierts who 
have been consulted in connection 
idth this schemcJ? ^

Shri Kidwai: I will require notice of 
that question.

Shii A. C. Gnha: May I know the 
disfinguishin^ features of these 
development projects from the com- 
mimity projects?

SIM Kidwjil: This is for devi^p- 
of ainriculture and training will 

be given in intensive development <Jf 
a^culture, and introduction of new 
niethods which ea^erience in O ther 
countries and some parts of India 
have proved to be successful.

dhra, where instruction may be ^ iv^  
in the regional laiii^ag^

t^ w a i: The statement gives 
the location of the five centres.

foiatb AM$ta mi: Win G^ovemm^t 
Wl^hten as to the hatuf^ of tHfe 
superintendence which the Ceritf^ Wm 
have over the State Governments re* 
iiirdmg ^  execution of this plan?

mittee Wll tend fts t6

each centre to see whether the train
ing that is given is according to the 
plan.

N o n -D e p a r t m e n t a l  A n c h a l  M a s t e r s

*123. Shri Velayndhan: Will the
Minister of Gommniiicatioiis be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether the Non-Departmental 
Andhal Masters of the Travancore- 
Cochin State were placed on the same 
footing as the Post Masters when the 
integration took place with regard to 
salary and allowances; and

(b) what are the salary and allow
ances paid to the Non-Departmental 
Anchal Masters who are now Branch 
Office Post Masters?

The Minister of Con catioii
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) No, they
were placed on the same footing as 
extra-departmental branch post
masters, to whom they correspond.

(b) They are allowed the same emo
luments as extra-departmental branch 
Postmasters, but have been given the 
option to continue on the ex-State emo> 
himents.

Shri Velayndhan: May 1 know whe
ther this order has been brought into 
effect and they are drawing the salary 
sanctioned by the order?

ffiiri lagjfvaii Ram: Orders have 
bera issued. ,

Shri Velayodhaa: May I know Wtae- 
ther the orders have been given effeet 
to?

Shri Ja^ivaii R^ih: That ii^dhna- 
tidn I have liot gfot iirith me.

Orders have been issued and there 
trm hie ho difficulty in their drawing 
the s^ary sanctioned.

t^ASTERN 2S0NE (R a il w a y s )

*^24. Shriot^yiidhaii: w m  this
Mhiisteir of RalMrkys be pteated to 
state: .

(a) whetlicar t ^  Tegrow to^ of tl̂ e 
Hallways of the Eastern Storiie has b ^  
carried out or not;

(b) iibw far the Gov^nim^t hhve 
net the demands, put fprtif by various 
^ t e r ^  agaifiirt the regrouping of % t». 
RaHwayis; and

the
the H e a d g i

Ituat^
lu a r te r  o f

___ .
90rt (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a)
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(b) The Sealdah Division and the 
loop sections of the Howrah Division 
have been included in the Eastern 
Railway.

(c) Calcutta.
Shii Velayudliaii: May I know whe

ther the hon. Minister is aware that 
there was a change in the regrouping 
system from what was announced on 
the floor of the House last April by 
the former Minister of Transport and 
also the decision arrived at by the 
Central Advisory Council for Rail
ways?

Shri L. B. Shastri: Yes, there were 
some changes. Discussions took place 
between the Railway Ministry and the 
State Governments and after consul
tation they decided to have six zones, 
as published in the Press and men
tioned in the explanatory memoran
dum of the Budget.

SM  Velayndlian: May I know, Sir, 
whether the employees of the E. I. R. 
have expressed any concern regarding 
their transfer to the Gorakhpur station 
which has been made the present 
headquarters of the regrouped rail
way.

Shri L. B. Shastri: An assurance has 
already been given that no person 
will be transferred without his conr 
sent.

^  Whtf : WT WRsfhr 

fW liR  % ^  ^
t  ?

[Shri Jangde: Will the hon. Minister 
state as to how many Divisions the 
Eastern Railway has been divided into 
and where are the Headquarters of 
each Division situated?!

^  ^  ŜTRT ^
^  anr« fpRT

^ t  ^  ^  ^  ^  MhFT

l& r l  L. . Tiw -Ikiatm
Railway has be«n fohh ^  by r^ o u j^

particular sections. It
B.N.R. and that portion of

ing two
comprises _ . .
East Indian R'ailway which remains 
after separating the Lucknow Mora- 
dabad and Allahabad l^vision. Its 
Headquarters is at Calcutta and it 
has several Divisions.]

t  ^  t  ?

[Shri Jangde: Where is the Divisioit- 
al Headquarters of Eastern Railway 
situated in Madhya Pradesh?]

•ft A o  5Tn=A :

[Shri L. B. Shastri: I require
notice for that.]

Shri Dhnlekan May I know whe
ther the schemes for the covering of 
railway platforms idready decided 
upon by the Government will be affec
ted by this regrouping and be discus
sed again or whether they will stand?

Shri L. B. Shastri: They will stand.

Shri S. G. Samanta: May I know 
what are the other demands pat for
ward by the business interests. Pro
vincial Governments and the various 
associations?

Sliri L. B. Shastri: Several demands 
were made by various interests and 
all of them were taken into considera
tion. The matter was discussed with 
the Chief Mhiister of Bengal and other 
States. Of course no complete agre^ 
ment has been arrived at, but most of 
the Stajtes have agreed to the re
grouping we have decided upon.

Shri Mc«hMd Saha: Is the hon.
Minister aware that before the Rail
way Administration was taken ove« 
by the Central Government it was 
under a Railway Board and the main 
principle of the Railway Board was 
that the Railways should b« adminis
tered in the interests of technical and 
business efficiency?

Mr. Speaker: He is perhaps riving 
information rather than asldag tcft it.

^  T. K. Chao^Hiri: May I know
which are the. States which did o0i 
agree to the decisions that were ar
rived at? He said ‘most ttf tlie States*.

dtate praciicallj Agreed. Ther«
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is a difference on one or two points, 
especially in regard to West Bengal.

Shri T. K. Chaadhnri: What are the 
points of difference and which are the 
States which have disagreed?

Mr. Speaker: I think it wiU be too 
long a question to be put in.

S u g a r  P r o d u c t ig n

*125. Dr. Ram Sabhag Singh: WiU 
the Minister of Food and Agrienltnre
be pleased to state:

(a) the total quantity of sugar pro
duced in India during the year 1951-52; 
and .

(b) the total quantity of gur pro
duced in India during the same period?

The Minister of Food and Agricul- 
tore (Shri Kidwai): (a) 13-50 lakh 
tons upto 30-4r52.

(b) 27,44 lakh tons (estimated).
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 

whether the production of sugar and 
gur in 1951-52 has increased over that 
in 1950-51?

S M  Kidwai: Yes, it increased be
cause the cultivation of sugarcane 
had increased by almost 20 per cent 
during the last two years._

Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh: May I
know whether the (Government of 
India has suggested to the sugar
cane producing States to reduce the 
prices of sugarcane and, if so, whe
ther that advice has been accepted by 
all the sugarcane-producing States?

Shri Kidwai: Yes, several sugges
tions for the reduction of cane prices 
were made, but the Governments 
concerned thought that it would ad
versely affect the income of the agri
culturists.

Shri Dabhi: What are the normal 
annual requirements of the country 
of sugar and gur?

Shri Kidwai: The normal require
ment of sugar is about one million 
tons, but I am sure that if the price 
is reduced the requirements will in
crease.

Shri Poeker Saheb: May I know 
whether Government exoects more 
production in 1952-53 so as to be 
able to export sugar from India?

Shri Kidwai: There is no export of 
sugar because the production costs 
here are higher than those in any 
other country. •

ffliri Go ny: May I know
whether -Government would think of 
decontrolling sugar in the near future?

Shri Kidwai: The sugar position to
day is such that it can be decontrol
led, but the question is that the cane 
had been purchased at a very high 
cost and if all the sugar is sold in the 
free market, perhaps both the mill- 
owners and the Government will 
suffer a great loss. Therefore we are 
trying to find some export market, and 
the present-day situation wUl be 
taken into consideration when the 
next year’s prices are fixed.

S u b s i d y  f o r  C o n s t r u c t i n g  W e l l s  i n  
S c a r c i t y  A r e a s

•126. Dr. Ram Snbhag Singh: WiU
the Minister of Food and Agrienltnre
be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of India 
have given subsidy to any State for 
constructing wells in scarcity areas;

(b) if so, to which State or States 
such subsidies have been given; and

(c) the total amount of money given 
as such subsidies to different States?

The Minister of Food and Agricnl- 
culture (Shri Kidwai): (a) Yes.

(b) Uttar Pradesh. Proposals from 
certain other States which suffered 
from scarcity are under considera
tion.

(c) Rs. 24,00,000.
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 

how many wells are proposed to be 
constructed in U.P. this year?

Shri Kidwai: They propose to con
struct 6,000 wells.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
whether any Qprtion of the expen
diture wiU be met by the State Gov
ernmental source?

Shri Kidwai: I think so, but I 
would require. notice.

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I
know whether the cultivators are 
also required to share the expendi
ture and, if so, what would be their 
share?

Shri Kidwai: Cultivators are given 
taccavi loans in some cases.

Dr Ram Snbhag Singh: May I know 
the reasons which led the (government 
to abandon subsidising the construc
tion of weUs in non-scarcity areas?

Shri Kidwai: Nothing has been
abandoned. The normal procedure 
for providing water for irrigation is 
being carried on. But this is spe
cially for the scarcity areas.
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^  r̂hr ^ ^oft % ^  1^*1

^ arf^WT ?
[Pandit A. E. Shastri: Will the

hon. Minister state in which districts 
will the wells asked for by Uttar 
Pradesh mostly be situated?]

%  <t4) ^  I

[Shri Kidwai: It is the same area 
from which the hon. Member hails.]

: j i L ^  -  ^

4p £  ^
-  ^  UJU ^  ^

[Giani G. S. Musaflr: Has the Pun
jab Government asked for any loan
from the Government of India for the
construction of tube-wells?l

Shri Kidwai: I think there is some 
scheme, but I cannot give any reply 
off-hand because this is not concerned 
with. tube-wells. .

Pandit D. N. Tiwary: Is not Bihar a 
scarcity area?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.

Shri K. D. Malaviya: Is Government 
aware that the biggest hurdle in the 
way of the U.P. Government main
taining the programme of well cons
truction is the inability of the Grov- 
emment of India to supply wagons 
for the proper movement of the raw 
materials?

Shri Kidwai: Yesterday the Chief 
Minister of UP. mentioned it to me, 
that supplies of cement and other 
materials is held up, and I am looking 
into it.

fw r  r̂r 
irrrfhT ^  ^ snft

^  ^ I

[Seth Govliid Das: In what other 
States besides Uttar Pradesh is the 
construction of tube-wells under con
sideration? The hon. Minister has

just stated that the case of some other 
States is also under consideration.]

f e w if  : #
I  ^  frUT ^

I
[Shri Kidwai: The cases of those 

States which have made applications 
are being considered.]

F i v e - y e a r  P il o t  S c h e m e

•127. Ihr. Earn Sabhaff Singh: Will 
the Minister of Food and AgricnltiiTe
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact ^ a t  a Five 
Year Pilot Scheme has been drawn up 
by Government for the immobilization 
of the Rajputana desert: and

(b) if so, what is the estimated cost 
of the scheme?

The Minister o f Food and Agricnl- 
tnre (Shri Kidwai):(a) Yes.

(b) Rs. 317 lakhs during the first 
year.

Dr. Ram Sabhag Singii: May I know 
the chief features of this Pilot scheme?

Shri Kidwai: If the hon. Member 
requires it, I can lay the full litera
ture on the Table. I can distribute 
it among the Members.

Dr. Bam Subhag Singfa: Does this
scheme envisage arresting the ad
vance of the Rajputana desert and at 
what cost?

Shri Kidwai: The present scheme is 
for 5 years with the possibility of ex
tension for another 5 years.

Dr. Ram Sabhag Singh: What is the 
cost of carrying out this scheme?

Shri EUdwai: F o r  the first year it 
will be Rs. 3,17,000 and the total cost 
is estimated to be Rs. 12 lakhs.

Shri Kasliwal: May I know whether 
any consultations in this connection 
have taken place with the Govenv- 
ment of Rajasthan?

Shri Kidwai: Of course.
S o u t h  I n d ia n  R a i l w a y  L a b o u r  U n io n

•128. Shri Namblan Will the Minis
ter of Raflways be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the South . 
Indian Railway Labour Union’s recos> 
nitioh has been withdrawn by th« 
General Manager of the S. I. Railway 
and if so, w ^ ;
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(b) whether Government propose to 
place on the Table lof the House a state
ment showing the respective member
ship of the recognised Labour Organi
sations at present on the Southern 
Railway system and the membership 
of the South Indian Railway Labour 
Union at the time of withdrawal of its 
recognition; and

(c) whether Government propose to 
restore recognition to the Labour Union 
in view of its large membership and 
representative character?

The Minister of Railways and Trans
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) Yes. 
The recognition of the South Indian 
Railway Labour Union was withdrawn 
in March 1949, in consequence of the 
Union having indulged over a period 
of years in activities subversive to 
discipline, including sponsoring illegal 
strikes.

(b) A statement giving the informa
tion is placed on the Table of the 
House. [See Appendix I, annexure 
No. 34]

(c) The -matter is under examina
tion on a reference from the General 
Manager of the Southern Railway.

Shri Nambiar: The figures placed 
by the hon. Minister on the Table of 
the House show that the Workers’ 
Union having a membership of 13,500 
and another union having a mem
bership of 1,500 have been recogni
zed. May I ask why a union which 
has 20,000 workers as members is not 
recognized? The facts are laid on 
the Table of the House.

Mr. Speaker: He need not repeat all 
that agrument over again.

Shri L. B. Shastri: I have already 
made it clear that it was recognized 
before but the recognition was with
drawn because of its activities and be
cause the Union more than once in 
one year launched four illegal strikes.

Shri Nambiar: May I know whether 
strike notices have been issued imder 
the law existing .or whether it is a 
strike without a strike notice?

Shri L. B. Shastri: No proper notice 
was ever given.

Shri Veeraswamy: May I know whe
ther it is a fact tiiat in a recent elec
tion to the Canteen Committee of the 
Golden Bock Railway workshop, aU 
the nominees of the S. I. Railway 
Labour Union were returned with a 
tlmmping majority?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. He is 
trying to argue out the matter. He 
may ask far information an the parti

cular point. He will still get an op
portunity to ask that question when 
the Budget comes in for discussion.

Shri S. V. L. Narasimham: May I
know whether the majority of the 
directors elected to the Co-operative 
Credit Society run by this Railway are 
Members of the S. I. Railway Labour 
Union?

Mr. Speaker: Again it is an argu
ment to say that the orders passed 
were not proper. It is no use. He 
does not ask for any information. On 
the other hand, he is giving informa»- 
tion in support of a particular view 
that the action of Government was 
wrong or high-handed. What is the 
information that he wants now? He 
can get that information W h ile  ad
vancing his argument in the budget 
discussion. In any case he will have 
another opportunity.

Shri S. V. L. Narasimham: I only
wanted to ask whether it is true that 
the majority........

Blr. Speaker In that way, a clever 
lawyer that he is, anything can be put 
in the form of a question.

Shri V. P. Nayar: Is it a fact that 
large sections of workers of the Rail
way have been continuously demand
ing the restoration of the recognition?

Shri L. B. Shastri: Yes. This parti
cular Union has been asking for it 
and they have said in the reply that 
the General Manager has made a re
ference here and the matter is under 
consideration. ^

Mr. Speaker: We will go to the 
next question. When a representation 
is made and it is under consideration. 
I do not think it will advance the 
interests either of justice or of the 
people concerned to put any questions 
in Parliament and try to examine 
and cross-examine the Minister con
cerned. The best course is to take 
up the matter either with the Minister 
privately or to raise a discussion 
when an opportunity for discussion 
comes in. More often than not, I am 
afraid the case is likely to be mis
judged by the questions raised. They 
are just mixed up with political issues 
and with party issues. If hon. 
Members keep in mind the limita
tion that the question hour is intended 
for eliciting information on the basis 
of which they can come to conclu
sions or put further questions or base 
arguments, then, I think a lot of sup- 
plementaries that are put in on 
questions of this type would be saved.
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S u p p r e s s i o n  o f  T r a d e  U n io n  A c t i v i t i e s  
ON S o u t h e r n  R a i l w a y

•129. Shri Nambiar: WiU the Minis
ter of Bailways be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the S.I. 
Railway Labour Union has made a 
written representation to the Railway 
Board dated 27th March, 1952 concern
ing *"suppression of Trade Union activi
ties”  on the Southern Railway;

(b) if so, whether a copy of the said 
representation will be placed on the 
Table of the House; and

(c) what action the Railway Board 
has taken on the representation?

The Minister of Railways and Trans- 
Itort (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) Yes.

(b) It is regretted that copies of 
such departmental correspondence 
cannot be placed on the Table of the 
House.

(c) In accordance with the policy 
followed in these matters no action is 
taken by the Railway Board on com
munications received from unrecog
nised Unions except on matters re
lating to their recognition.

Shri Nambiar: May I know whether 
it is a fact that 6 executive secre
taries of the Labour Union were trans
ferred 300 miles away from their 
posts for the reason that they had 
taken part in the trade union acti
vities?

Shri L. B. Shastri: They were not 
transferred because they were office 
bearers of this union, but they were 
transferred on administrative grounds.

Shri Nambiar: May I know why
this 6 executive secretaries of the 
Union were alone transferred for ad
ministrative reasons whereas thour 
sands of others were left alone?

Mr. Speaker: Can the hon. Minister 
answer it now?

Shri L. B. Shastri: It is difficult to 
answer this question.

Shri Nambiar: I have the names of 
these secretaries. . . .

Air. Speaker: It is not necessary. 
The hon. Member can write to him 
and ask for the information. Next 
question.

T e l e -C o m m u n ic a t i o n s  C e n t r e  a t  
J a b a l p u r

•X30. Shri M. L. Dwlvedi: WiU the 
Minister of Commiuiications be pleas
ed to state;

(a) the amount of recurring and 
|ion-recurring expenditure in building,

establishing and mamtaintTig the Tel^ 
Communications Centre at Jabalpur;

(b) the ntmiber of trainees who can 
take up a regular course of training in 
the Centre and the time which each 
trainee shall take in completing the
training;

(c) whether the trainees will be ad
mitted in the Centre and maintained 
at Government cost or they will have 
to bear their own expenditure of 
training etc.; and

(d) whether the trainees are 
required to give any undertaking to 
the Government?

, The Minister of Commonications 
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) Non-re
curring Rs. 21;40 Lakhs. Recurring: 
Rs. 6;91 Lakhs.

(b) 300 at a time. The length o 
the courses ranges from 3 to 12 
months for various categories of trai
nees.

(c) The trainees are not required
to pay for the cost of training. Direct 
recruits are paid by Government a 
suitable monthly allowance. De
partmental officials receive ,their usual 
pay and allowances. '

(d) Yes, except Assistant Divisional 
Engineers and Departmental candi
dates.

Shri M. L. Dwivedi: May I know
who provides the syllabus or the 
course of study for the Centre, and is 
the Centre its own examining body?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I think the
syllabus is provided by the Ministry, 
and, of course, the officers are the 
examiners.

Shri M. L. Dwiiittdi: May I know 
what is the reason that the Centre 
has been located in Madhya Pradesh 
and that too in Jabalpur?

Shri
an answer'

Jagjivan
wer?

Ram: Does it require

Mr* Speaker: We will go to the 
next question.

F oo d  S u b s id y

*131. Shri B. R. ^hagat: Will fhe 
Minister of Foci and Agricidtiiie be
pleased to state:

(a) the reasons for abolishing food 
subsidy to the States; and

(b) whether this step was cons^ted 
to by all the States?



100 Oral Answers 23 BCAY 1952 Oral Answers 16ft

The Minister of Food and Agriciil> 
tape (Shri Kidwai): (a) Attention is 
invited to Finance Minister’s speech 
in the House of the People on 20-5-52 
in connection with the debate on Pre
sident’s address.

(b) The position was explained in 
detail to the State Ministers at the 
Food Conference held in February 
1952. The State Ministers were gene
rally of the view that there was no 
help against the withdrawal of sub
sidy. They, however, pressed that 
milo may be subsidised a little more 
liberally and this the Government of 
India have since done.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: May I know whe
ther the reports crediting the hon. 
Minister for food and Agriculture with 
favouring the reinstatement of food 
subsidy in some form to lower +he 
prices of foodgrains without com
mitting the Government..............

Mr. Speaker: I do not propose to 
allow this question.

Shri H. N. Shastri: What steps, if 
any, do Government propose to take 
to remove the hardships inflicted upon 
the low paid income groups as a re
sult of the abolition of food subsidy?

Shri Kidwai: In some towns, there 
has been no increase in the prices of 
foodgrains. In some places the .rise 
or fall in the cost of living index au
tomatically affects the dearness al
lowance. In some other places we are 
taking steps to see that the price of 
foodgrains is reduced.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: May I know 
whether the Government intend to re
consider the restoration of subsidies, 
and if that is not possible, at least in 
the scarcity areas like Rayalaseema 
and the contiguou! areas of Mysore?

Shri Kidwai: Whatever is required 
to give relief in the scarcity areas is 
being done. The food subsidy ques
tion was only about a certain number 
Ol Industrial towns. As the hon. 
Member comes from Mysore, he should 
know that in Mysore, prices have been 
reduced.

Shri M. V. Krishnappa: Only wheat 
prices have been reduced.

Mr. ^leaJcer: Order, order.
Shri Pataskar: Is food subsidy paid 

to surplus States also?
Shri Kidwai: Food subsidy was

given for a number of towns, whether 
they were in surplus or deficit States.

Shri Pataskar: My question is whe- 
fka  food subsidy is being paid to

States which are surplus in food
grains.

Shri Kidwai: Food subsidy is not 
paid to any State which is surplus.

Shri V. B. Gandhi: Is it a fact that 
the Government of Bombay has re
presented that aU restrictions on in
ter-state movement of foodgrains
should be abolished and a uniform
policy of procurement all over the 
country should be adopted?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order. It is no 
use asking this. These are facts 
which are well known. Practically, 
the hon. Member is trying to argue.

Shri Badhelal Vyas: May I know the 
towns in Madhya Bharat where milo 
is being subsidised by the Govern
ment of India?

Shri Kidwai: Milo has been given 
to each State on reduced prices. It is 
for the States to decide where to dis
tribute that.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: May I know whe
ther a Conference of Food Ministers of 
the States is going to be called, and 
if so, whether this question is going 
to be examined?

Shri Kidwai: I do not think there 
is any proposal immediately before 
the Government to convene any meet
ing of the Food Ministers.

Mr. Speaker: Next question.
J u t e  C u l t iv a t i o n

•133. Shri B. K. Das: Will the Minis
ter of Food and Agricnltare be pleased
to state:

(a) what is the average yield of jute 
per^acre in the principal jute-growing

(b) what are the reasons that have 
so far hampered a higher yield;

(c) what steps are being taken to 
improve the 3̂ eld; and

(d) whether during the current year 
the target of production is contemplated 
to be achieved by bringing more land 
under cultivation or by adopting 
effective methods for higher yield?

The Minister of Food and Agricul- 
tore (Shri Kidwai): (a) Average
yield of jute per acre during 1951-52 
was:—

Assam
Bihar
Orissa
West Bengal

lbs.
Per annum, 

1005 
785 
959 

1064
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(b) Weather conditions mainly.
(c) (1) Distribution of improved

(ii) Distribution of fertilisers.
(iii) Construction of retting

tanks. ,
(iv) Establishment of seed mul

tiplication farms.
(v) Conduct of subvention trials 

and demonstration of methods 
of line-sowing.

(d) The target of production for
1952-53 is proposed to be achieved 
both by extensive and intensive culti
vation. #

Shii B. K. Das: What has been the 
highest yield per acre in the past, in 
those areas?

Shri Kidwai: I will require notice 
o f  the question.

Shrimati Benn ChakravarUy: Will
the hon. Minister tell us the area of 
paddy-growing land which has been 
^iven over to jute cultivation?

Shri Kidwai: I will require notice of 
the question. *

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh: May I know 
what proportion of our jute re- 
«quirement is met by local production?

Shri Kidwai: I require notice.
Mr. Speaker: I think there were a 

3iumber of questions on this subject in 
the last session. If hon. Members 
"Will only care to refer to the old 
proceedings, they will get all the in
formation.

Shri A. M. Thomas: May I know 
'W h e th e r  any enquiry has been coi> 
ducted in Travsuicore-Cochin as to the 
possibility of cultivating jute there?

Shri Kidwai: I require notice. I am 
not aware where jute has been tried 
and it has failed and where it has 
not been tried.

iTFFfhr t

^ • TO" ^

[Pandit A. B. Shastri: Is the hon. 
Minister aware that there is a certain 
kind ‘ of land in the eastern disfaricts 
of Uttar Pradesh which yields a

good crop of jute? Is any effort being 
made to increase its production?]

5  ^  ^dl 

^  1 1  ^  

t  I

[Shri Kidwai: I know that there 
was some jute cultivation there, but 
it is not known whether it is of a 
superior quality. Uttar Pradesh Go
vernment is itself trying to step up 
jute production.]

G a n g a - B r a h m a p u t r a  T r a n s p o r t  B o a r b

*134. Shri S. N. Das: Will the Minis
ter of Transport be pleased to state:

(a) what are the functions of the 
Ganga-Brahmaputra Transport Board 
recently appointed by Govemmem;

(b) what is the non-recurring and 
recurring expenditure involved; and

(c) whether the Board has begun 
functioning?

The Minister of Bailways and Trans
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) The
attention of the hon. Member is invi
ted to my reply to starred question 
No. 49 by Shri A. C. Guha given on 
the floor of the House on the 20th 
May 1952.

(b) The Central Government have 
already made a contribution of Rs. 2 
lakhs to the Board in 1951-52 and in
clude a similar provision in the 
budget for 1952-53. Contributions 
are proposed to be maintained at t>iig 
rate during the period of the Five Year 
Plan. The State Governments con
cerned are expected to contribute each 
Rs. one lakh per year.

(c) The Board will be meeting short
ly to formulate its programme of 
work.

Sliri S, N. Das: May I know whe
ther any survey was irOide before the 
appointment of this Board regarding 
the possibilities and potentialities of 
these rivers for transport purposes?

Shri L. B. Shastri: A survey has 
been made and information collected 
in regard to the possibiUties of navi
gation in several rivers.

Shri J. N. Haiarika; Has the Oov- 
emment felt it necessary to make any
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arrangements with the Government 
of Pakistan to work out this Brah
maputra transport system affecting 
the States of Assam and West Bengal?

Shri L. B. Shastii: I shaU require 
notice.

Shri A. Q. Golia: In the statement 
that was supplied to me it was staled 
that some Inland Steamer companies 
are also interested in this Board. May 
I know what those Inland Steamer 
companies are and whether they 
would make any contribution to this 
Board?

Shri L. B. Shastri: I require notice.

P a s s e n g e r  A m e n i t i e s  C o m m i t t e e

•136. Shri S. N. Das: Will the Minis
ter of Railways be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that a special 
passenger Amenities Committee has 
beer formed for each of the Railways;

(b) if so, what will be its functions;

(c) what will be the constitution of 
this committee?

The Minister of Railways and Trans 
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) A
passenger amenities committee has 
already been set up on the Central 
Railway and arrangements are being 
made to form similar committees 
also on other Railways.

(b) The functions of these com
mittees will be to examine collective
ly the recommendations of all the 
Local Advisory Committees of a Rail
way or those emanating from the 
Railway itself or from other sources 
in regard to the provision of passen
ger amenities and to advise the 
General Manager on the necessity 
and the order of priority of the va
rious amenity works.

(c) The committees will consist of 
the General Manager, the Heads of 
the Engineering, the operating and the 
Commercial Departments and two or 
three members from each of the local 
Advisory Committees of the Railway.

$hri S. N. Das: May I know whe
ther this Committee will involve any 
extra expenditure?

Shri L. B. Shastri: Of course; T.A., 
D.A., etc., will involve extra expen
diture.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know the 
composition of ^  committee?

Shri L. B. Shastri: If the hon.
Member puts down a question, I 

. shall answer.
Shri Nambiar: May I know whether 

representatives of Trade Unions will 
be represented on this committee to 
give advice on the various amenities 
that could be provided with the co
operation of labour?

Shri L. B. Shastri: No decision has 
been taken so far; but I propose to 
consider the matter.

P r o d u c t io n  o f  F o o d g r a in s  b y  
M e c h a n ic a l  P o w e r

*137. Shri Jhunjhunwala: WiU the 
Minister a$ Food and Agricnltiire be
pleased to state the total quantity of 
foodgrains produced on land cultivated 
by mechanical power and what its ^ r -  
centage is compared with total produc
tion of foodgrains?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): Estimates of food
grains produced on land cultivated 
by mechanical power are available in 
respect of the areas taken under the 
Grow More Food Campaign only. In 
such areas, the total production of 
foodgrains from mechanical cultiva
tion was about 2 lakh tons in each of 
the years 1949-50 and 1950-51 forming 
about 0-5 per cent, of the all-India 
production of cereals. Similar esti
mates for 1951-52 are not yet available.

Shri Jhunjhunwala: What is the
comperative cost of production by 
mechanical power and by other ordi
nary handpower?

Shri Kidwai: I require notice of
that question.

Shri Jhunjhunwala: Has the Gov
ernment compared the results obtain
ed by intensive production by ordi
nary methods with those by the 
mechanical method?

Shri Kidwai: Of course, the cost
must have been compared. But I 
have not got the information here be
fore me. The question was only about 
the quantity. It was not presumed 
that it would lead to cost, compari
son etc.

Shri Nand Lai Sharma: What is
the total amount of expenditure in
curred on the use of mechanical 
power.

Shri Kidwai: I have not got that.

T r e a t m e n t  o f  B a m b o o s

*138. Shri S. C. Samanta: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltore be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that an effective prophylactic treatment
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of bamboos lor protection against in
sect attack has been developed at the 
Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun?

The Minister of Food and Agrievl- 
tore (Shri Kidwai): Yes.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know, 
Sir, whether the process of prophyla
ctic treatment has been developed 
on an economical and commercial 
basis?

Shri Kidwai: Well, it has been tried 
by our army and about the cost there 
is no mention. I couldn’t reply to 
the hon. Member’s question.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know, 
Sir, whether the treatment will be 
repeated on some kinds of wood?

Shri Kidwai: It has been tried on 
Bamboo; it will be efficacious on wood 
also.

Shri S. C. Samanta: May I know. 
Sir, how long the treatment will last 
and how it compares with the tar 
treatment?

Shri Kidwai: It has been consi
dered to be an improvement on tar 
treatment.

Shri J. N. Hazarika: May I know 
the varieties of bamboos experimen
ted?

Shri Kidwai: I am not much aware 
of the varieties of Bomboos.

Rationing of Rice

*139. Shii S. C. Samanta: Will the
Minister of Food and Agricnltnre be
pleased to state:

(a) the names of States in India 
where the people are predominantly 
rice-eating;

(b) which of the States in India are 
observing austerity rationing of rice; 
and

(c) which of the States take the 
highest ration of rice and the amount 
of daily ration per capita per day?

The Minister of Food and AgriGol- 
tore (Shri Kidwai): (a) The States 
where the people are predominantly 
rice^ating are:—^Assam, Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, Orissa, 
Eastern U.P., West Bengal, Mysore, 
Travancor&-Cochin, Coorg, Manipur, 
Tripura, Andaman and Nicobar.

(b) All the States are observing the 
maximum possible austerity in the 
issue of rice. None except habitual 
rice-eater gets more than 4 ozs of 
rice ration anywhere in the country.

(c) In the statutorily rationed areas, 
the highest ration of rice for rice 
eaters is 7 ozs in Madras, 6 ozs. in 
the States of Assam, Mysore, Travan- 
core-Cochin, Delhi and Andaman- 
Nicobar.

Shri S. C. Samania: With refe
rence to part (b), may I know in 
which States voluntary austerity 
rationing is prevalent?

Shri Kidwai: Austerity rationing is 
confined to rice-eating people.

Shrimati Rena Chakravartty: In
view of the shortage of rice, would 
the hon. Minister be pleased to state 
if the Government are envisaging any 
scheme of not supplying rice ration 
to the States which are not habitually: 
rice-eating and giving it to the States 
who are habitually so?

Shri Kidwai: In some parts it has 
been done. In other States the 
matter has been taken up with them.

Shri M. A. Ayyangar: Has the Gov
ernment of Madras requested this Go
vernment to permit them to issue
8 ounces instead of 7 ounces in* view 
of the fact that in Madras State they 
do not eat wheat but depend en
tirely on rice?

Shri Kidwai: I am not aware of 
any such request. But I understand 
that the Madras Government is con
sidering the question of rsusing the 
rice ration.

Shri N. S. Nair: Are the Government 
aware that though in Travancore- 
Cochin districts the ration is 6 ounces, 
not more than 4 ounces of rice are 
given to the people at large on an 
average?

Shri Meghnad Saha: Has the hon. 
Minister’s attention been drawn to- 
the fact that rice-eating States are 
going Communist and will he consi
der prohibiting the eating of rice in 
those States?

Mr. Speaker: Order, order.
Shri M. A. Ayyangar: May I a^k the

hon. Minister if any attempt is being 
made to divert wheat that is being  ̂
supplied to Madras to non-rice eating; 
areas and get rice from Uttar Pra
desh, Punjab and other wheat-eating 
areas?

Shri Kidwai: I am afraid these 
questions are all suggestions. They 
do not expect an answer from me.
A i r  A c c id e n t  n e a r  N agpxtr  (E n q u ir e )

*140. Shri A. C. GBha: (a) Will the 
Minister of •CammMiifaiti«ns be pleased
to state whether enquiry into tiie
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recent accident at Nagpur to the n i^ t  
Air Mail plane has been completed?

(b) What are the findings of the en
quiry?

(c) Has any action been taken on 
and in consequence of the enquiry?

The Minister of Communicatioiis 
(Shri Mgjivan Ram): (a) Yes Sir. 
A  copy of the Report has been placed 
in the Library.

(b) The finding is that “ the acci
dent was due to error of judgement 
by the pilot when attempting landing 
during night. He misjudged the ap
proach, undershot and hit the top 
branches of a tree” .

(c) The Committee made certam
recommendations of which a copy ^  
placed on the Table Appendix I,
annexure No. 35.1

These have been accepted by CJov- 
emment and are being implemented.

Mr. Speaker: I asked you to read 
the answer twice. Still we are not 
able to hear.

Shri Jagjivaji Bam: I cannot do 
louder than this. Sir.

Mr. Speaker: As I said, the difficul
ty is that noises have been going on 
in the House as a result of talks bet
ween Members. But if the House re
mains quite quiet then the difficulty 
will be less. There is also another 
reason, I am afraid, and we shall 
have to get it examined— t̂hat it is 
difficult always in a loudspeaker to 
transmit the sound to the back. 
Therefore, aU hon. Members should 
stick to the rule more rigorously of ad
dressing the Chair instead of addres
sing the House, apart from the de
corum rule. If. therefore, the hon. 
Minister faces the Chair and if any 
hon. Member who wants to put any 
supplementary question also faces the 
Chair, perhaps the soimd will travel 
better.

Shri A. C. Gnha: In view of the fact 
that there have been three major ac
cidents in this company, have the Go
vernment considered whether there is 
anything fundamentally wrong with 
the management and workings of the 
company?

Shri Jagjivan Bam: Well, Sir, this
accident is being investigated by a 
Court-of Inquiry and we have not 
received the report as yet. The two 
accidents which occurred on previous 
occasions have been investigated and
I iMve said in the answer that the 
recommendations of the investigating 
Committee are being Implemented. 
*Two Committees have been set up by

Government, one to examine the exis
ting operating procedure and practice 
and recommend such measures as 
will make the best contribution to 
safety, and the other is to examine 
the existing system of air pilot train
ing in all its aspects and recommend 
steps for its improvement. When the 
report of the Court of Inqui^ is re- 
cieved, we will further examine whe
ther there is an3rthing wrong with the 
operating company.

Shri A. C. Guha: May I know. Sir, 
whether the directive that the question 
of crew fatigue particularly on night 
services should be studied in consul
tation with experts on aeronautical 
medicine, referred to in Clause (iii) 
of the recommendations of the Com
mittee of Enquiry, has been observed 
subsequently and whether the last 
accident at Delhi was due to the non
observance of this?

Shri Jagjivan Bam: This matter is 
also being gone into by the first com
mittee. Whether this accident was 
due to this or not̂  it is too early to 
say.

Shri B. Shiva Bap: In the findings 
of the Enquiry Committee, is there 
any reference to the number of flying 
hours put in by this particular pilot, 
just preceding the disaster?

Shri Jagjivan Bam: Here, I have got 
with me the experience of flying 
hours in respect of all the pilots; it is 
a long list. I would only like to say 
that all the pilots had the necessary 
experience of flying hours, and were 
qualified under the license.

Shri B. Shiva Bao: Sir, my question 
has been misunderstood. What I 
wanted to know was whether the hon. 
the Minister has any means of ascer
taining the nimiber of flying hours 
put in by each pilot before the com-’ 
mencement of 'flight?

Shri Jagjivan Bam: Still, the ques
tion is not clear.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member’s 
point is whether probably there was 
an error of judgment in the fljdng 
hours, and because of that, the par
ticular pilot was almost overstrained, 
and had not got previously the neces
sary rest. His point is whether in 
this particular case, the pilot who 
started the flight had had sufficient 
rest.

Shri Jagjivan Bam: I have not got 
the information just with me, but I 
shall look into the matter. I shall also 
see that the pilots get the necessary 
rest before they are asked by their 
companies to take up another flight.
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Shri A. C. Gnha: Is it not true, Sir, 
that in the Delhi accident, as was 
stated in the Court of Enquiry, the 
pilot in question..............

Mr. Speaker: Order, order, let us 
not go into a discussion of the matter.

Shri A. C. Giiha: It is the same 
question. Sir, as to whether the pilot 
had not had sufficient rest..........

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Minister has 
already stated the answer.

Shri P. T. Chacko: May I know, Sir, 
whether one of the causes for thi  ̂
accident was lack of ground personnel?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: I do not think 
so, Sir. *

Shri A. C. Guha: The hon. Minister 
has. stated that Courts of enquiries 
have been set up. These two inquiries 
are about the general working of the 
Air Companies; but nothing has been 
stated as to the inquiry into the 
working of this company. It being a 
Government concern, have they consi
dered the desirability of having a 
stricter enforcement of discipline, and 
the observance of the rules?

Shri Jagjivan Ram: Certainly, Sir.
W h e a t  ( P u r c h a s e ) .

*141. Shri B. R. Bhagat: Will the
Minister of Food and Agricnltiire be
pleased to state the total purchase of 
wheat made in the foreign countries 
during the year 1952 up till April?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): The total quantity 
of wheat purchased in the foreign 
countries during the period 1st 
January to 30th April 1952 is approxi
mately 9 lakh tons.

Shri B. R. Bhagat: May I* know. 
Sir,'the different countries from which 
the wheat was purchased?

Shri Kidwai: 8*59 lakhs of tons from 
the U.S.A.. and Canada 0-5 lakhs of 
tons. Half of the order has not been 
required. From the United States of 
America, about 5 lakhs of tons are to 
be purchased by December 1952, of 
which nearly 2 lakhs of tons are to 
be shipped by the Department by 
December 1952.

Shri B. B. Bhagst: May I know  ̂
Sir, whether this purchase was made 
imder the International Wheat Agree
ment, or the prices were settled sepa
rately in each case?

Shri 'Kidwai: The purchase was 
made under the International Wheat 
Agreement. But from the U.S.A. 4 
lakhs of tons are on loan.

Shri B. a  Bhagat: May I know. Sir, 
whether in view of the limitations of 
food subsidy which are likely to re
sult in the diminution of the needtf 
of the different States, in the future 
months, the import is going to be 
cut down?

Shri Kidwai: It is a difficult question 
to answer, because the need of the 
country remains what it was. It may 
be that on account of the rise ir 
prices, it may go beyond the pur
chasing capacity of individuals, an(» 
therefore the wheat has not been re
quired. But our attempt should be 
that whatever is needed should be 
provided at a reasonable price; and 
therefore it is difficult to foresee what 
will be our requirement for the next 
six months.

Shrimati A. Kale: Ma# I know. Sir, 
for how long we are likely to import 
wheat?

Shri Kidwai: Until we become the 
producers of wheat in'this country.

Shrimati A. Kale: T^ten do we ex
pect to reach that target?

Pandit Munishwar Datt Upadhyay:
What is the additional amount re
quired? ‘

Shri Kidwai: We have placed the 
order, Sir, and the delivery will tak& 
place by December 6th. We shall 
require about two million tons.

L an d  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t t o n

*142. Shri B. R. Bhagat: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltare be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of India 
have evolved a scheme to set up a Land 
Development Corporation;

(b) if so, the purpose and function 
of the Corporation;

(c) whether this Corporation will
work on a Commercial basis;

(d) if so, what will be its relation
with the Government; and ^

(e) how the finances of the Corpora
tion will be raised?

The Minister of Food and Agricnl- 
tnre (Shri Kidwai): (a) to (e) There 

. is at present only a proposal to set 
up a Land. Development Corporation. 
No decision has been taken as tO- 
whether it should work on a commer
cial basis.' what should be its relation
to the Government and how itf 
finances should be raised.
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ShTi B. R. Bhac:at: May I know. Sir 
A eth er the government are taking 
xiny decision on the proposal, either 
for it or against it?

Shii Kidwai: Some decision has to 
l>e taken.

Shri B. B. Bhagat: Some decision 
has to be taken, one way or the other.

Shri Kidwai: I have not said, ‘one 
-way or the other*.

3FTT5T ^

cWT frf̂ r inft ^
fiF: •

(^ )  ^  ^  ^
^  anrm̂ T

ferrr  srt ^
TO ^

(^ )  ^  ^  ^
^  f r o  f̂t̂ TT ^
5rr^ f f  ?

PRODUCTION OP FOODGRAINS

[*143. Shri Bafaniki: Will the Minis
ter of Food aad Agricoltiire be pleased 
to state:

. (a) the approximate quantity of food;, 
irains produced in 1951-52 in excess of 
the production during 1950-51; and

(b) the progress made in respect oi 
the self-sufficiency scheme during the 
^ame period?]

The MQidster of Food ai^ Agricol- 
tur (Shri Kidwai): (a) As the agri- 
c u l^ a l  year 1951-52 will end only 
in «w e , 1952, the required data aro 
n o t  y e t  a v a ila b le .  T h e  y e a r ’ s  target o f  
additional production under ‘Grow 
Moi*e Food*, however, is 14 lakh tons 
over 1950-51.

(b) A statement showing the pro- 
f^ess the ‘Grow Mare Food  ̂ Schemes 
during July. 1951 to. March, 1952, is 
i>iiaced on the Table of the House 
[Sec Appendix I, annexure No. 38.]

[Shri Balmiki: What has been the 
increase in production in 1951-52 as 
compared with the yield in 1950-51?]

^  : <rnr ^
irrsr ^  ^ i

%  ^  I ^  ^ 3T

t  ^  ^  I

[Shri Kidwai: In certain areas or 
States the crop is good. We hope 
production will be equal to the esti
mated yield. In those areas where 
the crop is not good the yield will t>e 
less.]

I w i« :
f r o  5WT ^

(V ) ^  
j j t w  % 3Rrt?r fiw
!RiK ^  # r  

t  :

(^ )  *11 ^  
%<n#5n^

% HW ?wr 3?tifer 
% tWR f3R% JBWPI? #
^  *15 y rw K  *n? ; 
?« T

(>r) TT
<nW!*t IVfli’fi ^  

T ?W

« f r



Oral Answers 23 MAY 1952 Written Answers 170

F ood PRODUcnoN A w a r d s  S cheme

[*144. Shri Balmikl; Will the Minis
ter of Food and Acrlcultiiire be pleased 
to state:

(a) the types of produce for which 
awards were announced in 1951-52 in 
pursuance of the Awards Scheme;

(b) the names of Kisans who receiv
ed first awards from the Government 
of India and the types of produce in 
respect of which they got them; and

(c) how the Kisans in general are
reacting to this Scheme?]

The Minister of Food and Agricnl- 
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) Crop Com
petition awards were announced' in 
1951-52 for the following:—

(1) Paddy, (2) Wheat, (3) Jowar, 
(4) Bajra, (5) Gram and (6) Pota

toes. ,

(b) The recipients of awards for 
1951-52 have not yet been selected.

(c) The farmers are reacting favou
rably to the scheme.

^  WIFfWt : WT
t  f r  ii? rtnr 5 1 ^  ^

[Shri Balmikl: Is it true that th^e 
awards have been given to urban 
Kisans?]

^  f t

t  «

T h ^  awards have 
®ieh ifiven to all sorts of cultivators.]

wwwrnff ^  pm t  ^  ft? awn: f t
^  ^  I 3TT*T ^15*^

flto i From reiK)rts‘ avall-
^ le , these awards have t^ n  given to 
%)se Kisans who ar  ̂ Hch, who can 
8 ^ 9  irS^y liM  m ose  fields m  near the towns. These awards hav<6 
bad no effect in the villages in general.]

«fr t  j
sftr +^*ii fk»

aftr ^  ̂  ̂  T̂PT I

[Shri Kidwai: I am grateful for 
this information and would see to it 
that this information reaches the 
villages as well.]

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUES
TIONS

P r o c u r e m e n t  o f  F o o d g r a in s

•132. Shri Hnkam Singh: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltore be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the actual procurement 
of foodgrains during the year 1951-52 
has fallen short of the target for the 
year; and

(b) what were the reasons for this 
short fall if any?

The Minister of Food and Agricnl- 
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) During 1951 
a total quantity of 3,770 thousand 
tons of foodgrains was procured in 
India against a target of 3,958 thou
sand tons. During 1952, up to 
26-4-52, the quantity procured amounts 
to 1,927 thousand tons, against the 
target for 1952, of 3,646 thousand tons.

(b) The shortfall was mainly in 
the case of Madras, Rajasthan, 
PEPSU, Orissa and Bombay, it was 
due to the conditions created by 
failure of crops in the area.

B i r t h  R a t e

*145. Pandtt Mnnishwar Datt Up- 
adhyay: WiU the Minister of Health 
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the birth rate In India:
(b) whether the percentage of birth 

rate has been increasing and if so. lit 
what rate during the last two d ^ d e s ;

.(c) what is the comparative percent
age of increase in birth-rate in 
different States; and

,(d) whether there is any ^Ifumd 
pai^hthOod scheme working in any l̂ wrt 
o f the cbuntry and if so, with what 
efifoct?

The Minister of Health (Ra
Amrit Kaar): (a) The birth rate in 
India based on information available 
from Part ‘A* States and the Part 
*€" States of Delhi, Aimer and 
Coofg, during the year 1950 was 
24-8 per thousand. The respectlsro 
figures for the jiears 1946-49 
29*2, 26-6, 25*2 and ?6-4.
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(b) No. The birtE rate decreased 
during the last two decades, viz. 1931
1940 and 1941-1950 at the average 
rate of 0-26 and 0-76 per mille
nnium respectively.

(c) A statement showing the birth 
rates per thousand of population from 
1946 to 1950 in the various States of 
India for which figures are availa
ble, is placed on the Table of the 
House. It will be seen therefrom 
that there has been a general decline 
in the birth rates except in Orissa 
where there has been an increase at 
the rate 0-2 per millennium.

(d) Three pilot projects, two in 
New Delhi at the Lady Hwdinge Hos
pital and Lodi Road Colony and one 
in Mysore at Ramanagaram Health 
Unit, based on the “rhythm method’* 
of family planning will start work 
shortly. The projects are experi
mental at this stage and are intended 
for the scientific study of the effects 
and possibilities of this method of 
family planning. The question of as
sessing results will arise only after 
the projects have been in operation 
for some time.

STATEMENT 
The comparaUve rates of birth in var

ious States of India.

_ Annual 
rate of

Birth rate per thousand. inorea-
, 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 w

rease
______________________ (-)
Ajmer. 33.4 38.9 25.7 26.6 29.2 —2.6

A»am. *18.9 16.6 15.3 15.1 13.1 —6.1
Bihar. 23.0 18.6 18.3 17.7 17.8 —4.6
Bombay. 33 8 33.6 32.5 33.5 31.0 —1.7
Madhya
Pradesh. 37.2 34.9 33.2 25.5 28.6 —4 6 
Coorg. 18.8 17.8 15.1 17.6 16.9 —2.0
Delhi. 35.5 29.8 26.6 31.2 31.0 —2.6

Punjab(I).*38 3 32.8 35 0 38.4 38.0—0.2 
Madcae. 32.1 33.2 30.8 30.9 29.7 —1.6
Orissa. 28.5 27.8 27.2 26.6 28.8 +0.2
U. P. 26 3 23.3 20.6 22 3 20.9 —8.6
West
Bengal. 23.8 19.2 20.4 21.1 18.6 —4.4
Total. 29.2 26.6 26.2 26.4 24.8 —3.0

• Figures relate to the period b«foie 
partition.

W o r l d  H e a l t h  O r g a n i s a t i o n

*146. Pandit Mimishwar Datt Up- 
adtayay: Will the Minister of Health 
be pleased to state:

(a) what is the contribution of the 
World Health Organisation to India 
during the last three years;

(b) what is their programme of 
work in India during the year 1952-53; 
and

(c) what amount they propose to 
spend on the programme?

The Minister of Health (Rajkumari 
Amrit Kaur): (a) The World Health 
Organisation have given to India ad
visory and demonstration services in 
various fields of health and have in
curred on such services an expen
diture of $178,208, 242,447 and 399, 
465 during the years 1949, 1950 and 
1951 respectively. A statement show
ing the particulars of the assistance 
given during "these years is laid on 
Table. [See Appendix I, annexure 
No. 37] *

(b) and (c). A statement con
taining information regarding World 
Health Organisation programme of 
work in India for the year 1952 is 
placed on the Table of the House. 
[See Appendix I, annexure No. 38]

Similar information for the year 1953 
cannot be given* ait present as the 
World Health Organisation have not 
so far arrived at a decision regarding 
their budget for that year.

P r o c u r e m e n t  P r ic e s  o f  P a d d y

*147. Shri P. T. Chacko: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltnre be
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have fixed 
a uniform price for paddy procured 
from various States in India;

(b) what is the procurement price for 
paddy in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pra
desh and Travancore-Cochin;

(c) what is the approximate cost of 
production of paddy in each of the 
States referred to above; and

(d) what is the price Travancore- 
Cochin had to pay for rice supplied 
from Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pnn 
desh in 1951-52 per maund?

The Minister of Food and Agxicol- 
tu e  (Shri Kidwai): (a) No.

(b) A statement is placed on the 
Table of the 'House. [See Appendix I, 
annexure No. 39]

(c) The data reganilng cost o f  
production of paddy are not availa
ble from any of these States.
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(d) No rice was supplied to Tra- 
vancore-Cochin from U. P. during 
1951-52 season. Supplies from 
Madhya Pradesh are being made from 
March, 1952 for which the Madhya 
Pradesh Government will charge the 
F.O.R. price of Rs.. 15/14/3 to 
Rs. 16/1/6 for Coarse I variety and 
Rs. 15/2/3 to Rs. 15/5/6 for Coarse
II variety. .

A l l o t m e n t  o f  F o o d g r a in s  i n  S t a t e s

♦148. Shri P. T. Chacko: Will the
Minister of Food and Agricnltiire be
pleased to state the basis on which 
foodgrains are allotted to the various 
States?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri KWwaii): Allocations
under the Basic Plan are made on 
the basis of relative needs of States 
for meeting Government distribution 
Tesponsibilities and the available 
supply in the Central Pool. The re
lative needs are determined after 
taking into account the estimated pro
duction, likely procurement, current 
stocks with the State Government 
iuid estimated offtakes.

G o v e r n m e n t  T e c h n ic a l  I n s t i t u t s , 
J h a n s i

•149. Shri Dhnlekar: Will the Minis  ̂
ter of Railways be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government propose to 
take over fully the management of the 
Government Technical Institute, Jhansi 
attached to the Railway Workshops, 
Jhansi, from the hands of the Uttar 
Pradesh Government;

(b) whether Government also pro
pose to develop and enlarge the said 
Institute; and

(c) if so, the manner in which this is 
•proposed to be done?

The Minister of Railways and Triins
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): (a) The
Government Technical School at 
Jhansi is not attached to the Ra.il- 
-way Workshops, Jhansi, but is 
owned, financed and run by the Gov- 
'Crnment of Uttar Pradesh. The 
Government of India has at present 
no intention of taking it over.

(b) and (c). Do' not arise.
A g r i c u l t u r a l  A i r c r a f t

*150. Shri M. R. Kriidina: (a) WiU the 
Minister of Food and Agricnltore be
pleased to state whether Government 
are aware of the new Agricultural Air
craft recently built for aerial applica
tion of agricultural chemicals?

(b) Is any attempt being made to 
manufacture the same in India to h^p 
the food production?
48 PSD

The Minister of Food and Asrteol- 
tore (Shri Kidwai): (a) I am not
aware of any special agricultural air
craft recently built for aerial appli
cation of agricultural chemicals. My 
information is that some of the usu^ 
t3T>es of aeroplanes are used for anti
pest spraying and for sowing In 
countries like the U.S.A.

(b) Poes not arise.
F o r e ig n  P l a n t a t io n s  

*151. Shri Gmupa_ amy: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agrie^tore be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of plantations bel(»is- 
ing to foreigners in India;

(b) the total acreage and value of 
these plantations; and

(c) the number of labourers em
ployed?

The Minister of Food and Agrioil- 
tnre (Shri Kidwai): (a) to (c). The 
information is not readily available. 
It will be laid on the Table when 
collected. The hon. Membei: is r e f« -  
red to ‘‘Census of India’s foreign Lia
bilities and Assets” published by the 
Reserve Bank of India for valuatiofQ 
of coffee and tea plantations.

F o o d  S u b s id y

*152. Shri Heda: (a) WiU the Minis
ter of Food and Agricaltnre be pleased
to state if the State Governments have 
protested against the Central Govern
ment’s decision to stop the food sub
sidies?

(b) What are those States that have 
supported the step?

The Minister of Food and Agricnl^ 
tore (Shri Kidwai): (a) and (b).
The position regarding subsidy was 
explained to the State Government 
representatives who attended the 
Food Minister’s Conference held in 
February 1952 and the consensus of 
opinion was that there was no h^p 
against the withdrawal of subsidy. 
The question of protest against or 
support for the Government of India’s 
decision therefore does not arise.
B h a g a l p u r  M a n d a r  H i l l  B r a n c h  L in e  

S e r v i c e

*153. Shri Brajeshwar Prasad: Wffl
the Minister of Railways be pleased to 
state whether any progress has been 
made towards resuming the Bhagalpur 
Mandar Hill Branch Line service b i  
Bihar?

The Minister of Railways and Trans
port (Shri L. B. Shastri): The res
toration of Bhagalpur Mandar Hill
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hftS : been included in the 
Works Programme for 1952-53 and a 
sum of ite. 1 lakh has been allotted 
for making preliminary arrangements 
to start the work.

T e l e p h o n e  C o m p l a i n t s

16. Siiri Hi4uun S ini^ Will the 
Minister of CommimiGatioiis be pleased 
to state:

(a) whether any complaints regard
ing wrong numbers were recorded with 
tbe Local Complaints in Delhi during 
three months 1st January, 1952 to 31st 
March, 1952; and

(b) whether any rebate and if so, 
what amount was paid for such calls 
after verification?

The Minister of Comnmnicafioiis 
(Shri Jagjivaii Ram): (a) Yes.

(b) No rebate in cash is given for 
such calls. All complaints are veri
fied immediately by testing and 
d%dit. tickets are prepared by the 
Bngineer-in-Charge where the com
plaints are proved to be justified.

C r e o s o t in g  P l a n t s

17. Sfarl S. K. Das: Will the Minis
ter of Raiiwajrs be pleased to state:

(a) whether the scheme of setting up 
Creosoting plants on a regional basis 
to give preservative treatment to 
m oden sleefjers has been brought in 
operation; and

(b) if so, how many plants have been 
installed and the places where these 
plants have been put in operation giv
ing the estimated expenditure in each 
case and actual amount spent so far?

Hie Minister of Railways and Trans
port (^iri L. B. Shastri:) (a) The 
scheme has not yet been brou^t into 
operation, but is in the course of be
ing implemented.

(b) Two new creosoting plants will 
be installed, one at Clutterbuckgunj 
near Bareilly and the other at Coim
batore North. The estimated cost of 
the plant at Clutterbuckganj is 
Rs. 41 14 lakhs and the amount spent 
so far is Rs. 5 lakhs. The estimated 
cost of the plant at Coimbatore is 
Rs. 14 lakhs and the amount spent 
so far is Rs. 53,000.

**Gr o w  M o r e  F o o d ”  C a m p a i g n

18. Shri Jhnnjhiinwala: (a) Will the 
Minister of Food and Agricultiire be
pleased to state what is the total addi
tional quantity of foodgrains which 
will be produced under the “Grow 
More Food” Campaign during the

period of next five years and what is* 
its percentage to the total production 
of foodgrains?

(b) What is the total expense the 
Ckivmment of India propose to incur- 
on “Grow More Food” Campaign dur
ing this period of five years?

(c) What will be the annual addl— 
tional production of foodgrains under 
the “ Grow More Food” Campaign dur
ing the period of the next five years 
and what is the annual expenditure- 
proposed to be incurred by the Gov
ernment of India during the next five 
years on this scheme?

The Minister of Food and Agricul
ture (Shri Kidwai): (a) Under Ihe 
draft Five Year Plan it is proposed 
to pchieve additional production of 
foodgrains to the extent of 7-2 mil
lion tons, of which 2 3 million tons
are expected to result from major
irrigation schemes. The additional 
food production suggested in the Plan 
amounts to about 16 per cent, of 
the total production.

,(b) According to the Draft Five
Year Plan, the Central Gov^nment
expenditure on Grow More Food is 
estimated at about Rs. 90 crores.

(c) The additional production and 
expenditure under the Grow More- 
Food Campaign are, broadly speak- 
,ing, evenly spread over the period 
of the Plan.

Air  Acodei t̂s

19. Sbri S. a
Minister of Comi 
to state:

Will the 
\ be pleased

(a) how many air accidents took 
place in each of the 3̂ ars from 1947-48' 
up-to-date;

(b) in how many cases enquiry com
mittees were formed and in how many 
cases departmental enquiries were 
made;

(c) how many employees were dis
charged as a result of the enquiries;
and

(d) what steps have been taken to 
avert further accidents?
' The Minister of. Commnnicatioiis 
(Shri Jagjivan Ram): (a) The
number of accidents involving serious 
injury to crew or passengers or 
damage to aircraft was 63 in T947, 
47 in 1948, 32 in 1949. 62 in 1950,
38 in 1951 and 17, up-to-date, in 
1952.

I lay on the Table a statement 
showing the breakdown of these 
numbers according to different cate
gories of aircraft. [See Appendix I,, 
annexure No. 40.]
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(b) Equiry Committees were ap
pointed in three cases, and in two 
cases formal investigations were held 
by Courts constituted under rule 75 
01 the Indian Aircraft Rules, 1937. 
In all the gther cases, the accidents 
were investigated by the Inspector of 
Accidents of the Civil Aviation De
partment

(c) No Government employee 
was discharged as a result of the en
quiries. Information regasrding the 
nimiber of employees discharged by 
the air operators is not available.

(d) The recommendations made 
by the investigating body in each 
case were examined and action taken 
to implement them. I place on the 
Table a statement generally descri
bing some of the steps taken. [See 
Appendix I, annexure No. 41.]

T o b a c c o

20. Sliri m. B. Krishna: Will the
Minister of Food and Agrienltnre be
pleased to state what extent of land 
under tobacco cultivation?

The Minister of Food and Agrieol- 
ture (Shri Kidwai): During 1951-52 
approximately 7,43,000 acres were 
under tobacco cultivati|D|i according 
to first forecast.

F r e e  M a r k e t  S u g a r

21. Dr. Bam Snbhag Sini^: Will the 
Minister of Food and Agriciiltnre be
pleased to state total quantity of 
sugar which has so far been made 
available for sale in the free market 
in the year 1951-52?

The Minister of Food and Agricol- 
tnre (Shri Kidwai): 1,39,842 tons
up to 15th May, 1952.
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HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE
• Friday, 23rd May, 1952

The House met at a Quarter Past 
Eight of the Clock.

[M r . S peaker  in the Chair]
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(See Part I)

9-15 A.M.
SAURASHTRA (ABOLITION OF 
LOCAL SEA CUSTOMS DUTIES 
AND IMPOSITION OF) PORT 
DEVELOPMENT LEVY REPEALING 

BILL.

The Minister of Home Affairs and 
States (Dr. Katju); I beg to move: 

“ That the Bill to repeal the 
Saurashtra (Abolition of Local* Sea 
Customs Duties and Imposition of) 
Port Development Levy Ordinance, 
1949, be taken into consideration.*’
Hon. Members would very likely 

have read the Bill as also the State
ment of Objects and Reasons. It is not 
necessary for me therefore to take up 
the time of the House in explaining 
the provisions of the Bill. The Bill is 
intended to replace an Ordinance which 
was passed to repeal certain port levy 
duties, imposed by the Saurashtra Gov
ernment for the purposes of carrying 
Dut some improvements. That object 
has now been achieved, and the levies 
were no longer necessary. An Ordi
nance has been promulgated to repeal 
those levies. We are now bringing in 
this Bill in order to replace that Ordi
nance.

Mr. Speaker: The question is:
“That the Bill to repeal the 

Saurashtra (Abolition of Local Sea 
Customs Duties and Imposition of) 
Port Development Levy Ordinance,
1949, be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.
38 P.SD.

404
Clauses 1 to 3 were added to the 

Bill.
The Title and the Enacting Formula 

were added to the Bill.
Dr. Katju: I beg to move:

“ That the Bill be passed.”’
Mr. Speaker: The question is:

“That the Bill be passed.”
The motion was adopted.

DISPLACED PERSONS (CLAIMS) 
AMENDMENT BILL

The Minister o f Rehabilitation (Shri 
A. P. Jain): I beg to move:

“That the Bill to amend the Dis
placed Persons (Claims) Act, 1950, 
be taken into consideration.”

The House would be aware that the 
Displaced Persons (Claims) Act was 
passed in the year 1950. Its duration 
was for two years. It received the 
assent of the President on the 18th May 
and became law. It was expected at 
the time that the work of the verifica
tion of the claims would be finished 
within a period of two years. About
10.50,000 claim sheets were received. 
A claim sheet, according to our defini
tion, means a c?«aim with regard to sll 
the properties situate within the juris
diction of a Claims Officer. Now, the 
verification of 10,50,000 claim sheets 
was by no means an easy matter. These 
properties are situate in Pakistan. We 
wanted to exchange records, the munici
pal records and registration records, 
but Pakistan was not amenable to that. 
Displaced persons had entered India 
under rather difficult conditions and 
many of them could not bring their 
title deeds. Therefore we had to under
take a task which is perhaps unique in 
its difficulties. Our Claims Officers are 
not in a position to visit the property.
In many cases, there is no written docu
ment in support of the claim, and the 
verification has to be done by a method 
of checks and cross-checks.
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[Shri A. P. Jain] • . ,  .
There was another limiting factor. 

We had to recruit the Claims Officers 
mostly from among the displaced per
sons who had some knowledge of the 
properties left behind. Thus therefore, 
there was a limitation upon the nuni- 
ber of persons whom we could appoint 
as Claims Officers. We have made 
every effort to tap all the possible 
sources. Yet, we could not get more 
than' 300 suitable officers, and as we , 
went on making more and more ap
pointments, I felt that the quality 
of the Claims Officers was deterioratii^ 
and a stage arrived when I thought 
that it would not be safe to appomt 
any more Claims Officers. Some hon. 
Members of this House and newspapers 
are apt to stress that a larger number 
of Claims Officers would expedite the 
work. In a limited sense that is true, 
but beyond a certain limit a larger 
number of Claims Officers does not 
necessarily mean that the work would 
finish sooner.

The position today is that out cf 
these 10,50.000 property sheets— nearly
1,50,000 relate to agricultural land out
side the Punjab. .The House w'ould be 
aware that the land owners of the West 
Punjab and of Punjabi extraction m 
other areas of West Pakistan were 
allotted land on a quasi-permanent 
basis. That left out the land-owners 
of Sindh, Bahawalpur, North West 
Frontier Province and Baluchistan 
who were not of Punjabi extraction. 
The claims filed by these persons 
amount to 1,50,000 property sheets. 
These claims are being processed by 
a sub-secti(/n of the Claims Organisa
tion separately. Now, that leaves a 
balance of about nine larkhs of claim 
sheets. Already, we have yerifxcd a 
little over seven lakhs of claim sheets. 
That leaves a balance of two lakhs ot 
claim sheets.

It would not be proper to calculate 
the time that we shall take in verifying 
these two lakh claims in a strict mathe
matical way, because now the claims 
or the property sheets that have been 
left over relate to composite properties, 
that is to say properties in which there 
are a number of co-sharers.

Hon. Members would be aware that 
we invited claims and wanted that dis
placed persons should file them within 
a period of three months, which 
expired on the 30th September 
1950 but the . response was ra
ther poor, and we extended 
the Deriod by one more month, that 
is, for the whole of the month of 
October. The response was more en
couraging. Yet, even after the last 
date for the receipt of the claims was 
over, claims continued to pour in.

We went on receiving these claims for 
15 montns but about the end of January, 
1952, a stage was reached when we 
felt that we could not receive more 
claims.

Another thing. When the claimant 
does not appesir before the Claims Offi
cer, he would be within his rights to 
throw out the claim but we do not want 
to throw out any claims on technical 
grounds. Therefore, the speed with 
which we can function depends as 
much upon the co-operation of the dis
placed persons as upon ourselves. I 
know that the verification of claims at 
an early date means a lot for the dis
placed persons. I can assure hon. 
Members that I have been personalb*  ̂
looking into all the minor details—de
tails which should not ordinarily con
cern a Minister— regarding the verifica
tion of claims.

We have been accused of delay 
in verification. I have only 
to submit that) tjhe minimum 
delay has taken place, judg
ing from the uniqueness of the work 
which we had to do. At any rate, now 
we have reached a stage when we can 
see the end of the labours well within 
sight. I find that two amendments have 
been tabled. I might just say a word 
about them.

Shri Hukam Singh (Kapurthala- 
Bhatinda): As regards my amendment, 
there is some mistake.

Shri A. P. Jain: I was going to refer 
to it. '

Those two amendments are actuated 
by the desire of the hon. MemDers 
that the work should be finished soo î.
I fully share their anxiety. I can assure 
them that I am as keen to finish this 
work soon as any hon. Member of this 
House or as any displaced person. 
Normally I am not in the habit of giving 
an assurance at least so far as time 
limits are concerned. But today I feel 
somewhat in a secure position, and 
while I seek the extension of this law 
for another period of one year, I can 
assure hon. Members that I am going 
to complete this work substantially 
within the next four months. If a part 
of the Claims Organisation has to be 
kept thereafter, it will be only for the 
purpose of tying up the loose ends. 
When we deal with a problem of this 
magnitude, there are certain loose .ends 
left, and it is always best to keep a 
skeleton organisation for the purpose 
of tying up those ends. The motive 
which has actuated some of the hon. 
Members to give notice of the amend
ments is fully appreciated by me, ind 
I would request them not to press the 
amendments, because I am going to 
fulfil their desire perhaps in a shorter



period than any of the amendments 
contemplate. Certain types of - ditfi- 
culrties may arise later on, and if the 
amendments are accepted, we shall have 
no machinery left.

An Ordinance was promulgated by 
the President on the 5th of this month 
to keep the Act alive. Now it is pro
posed to give it the shape of an Act 
and I hope that the House will agree 
to convert this Bill into an Act.

Mr. Speaker: Motion moved:

“ That the Bill to amend the Dis
placed Persons (CLaims) Act, 1950,
be taken into consideration.”

In view of the special nature of 
the Bill—by which I mean that it is 
only a one-clause Bill—there are two 
amendments, which the hon. Minister 
referred to, and strictly speaking, pro
cedurally, the amendments could be 
moved when the clauses are put to the 
House and the discussion will be open 
then, and the discussion is also com
petent at the consideration stage. So, 
I think, hon. Members should appreciate 
that we shaLl have one discussion 
wholly on the small point involved— 
there is no principle involved, and 
parties seem to agree— and the hon. 
Minister promises a much earlier dis
posal, at least hopes for a much earlier 
disposal than the movers of the amend
ments seem to indicate. I am not 
going to request the movers to press 
or not to press the amendments—it is 
their business—but what I would sug
gest is that we shall have one discus
sion, and we may have that discussion 
at the consideration stage, it being 
distinctly understood that there will 
be no repetition of the same discussion 
when the clauses are put. The clauses 
go m automatically, excepting this, that 
the hon. Members, if they so choose, 
will have a chance of moving the 
amendments; but the discussion will 
be common.

Shri Hukam Singh: I feel one. diffi
culty in that procedure, as at the 
clauses stage it will be difficult to refer 
to all aspects of the Bi!J and we shall 
have to confine ourselves to the ques
tion of period only. Now we can refer 
to many matters. We can refer to the 
working of the verification department, 
and to other matters also.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member is 
perfectly right in saying that when the 
amendments are moved, the discussion 
will be of a restricted character. The 
character of the discussion on a con
sideration motion will be wider. There
fore, I was proposing, from both points 
of view, a discussion at this stage in

cluding the discussion on the moving 
of the amendments. I think the posi
tion is ciear now.

An Hon. Member: I think the hon. 
Member, Shri Hukam Singh, has with
drawn his amendment.

Mr. Speaker: No.

Shri Hukam Singh: I will not move 
my amendment. I will only support 
the amendment of my hon. friend Ijala 
Achint Ram. But I hope that, whether 
I withdraw my amendment or not, I 
have a right to speak.

Mr. Speaker: I am concerned with 
the procedural aspect. This is not the 
stage at which the hon. Member can 
be called upon to withdraw the amend
ment. The amendment is to a parti
cular clause, and it is only when the 
clause is before the House that he can 
say whether he wishes to mbve the 
amendment or not. Of course, the 
House can take it for granted that he 
is not moving the amendment. That 
is another matter. But even if he witii- 
draws his amendment, it is perfectly 
open to him to speak, but it will not 
be open to him later to reopen the dis
cussion. I wiU give him an opportunity 
to move the amendment if he wants 
to, but that is for him, not for me.

Shri Hukam Singh: As has been 
properly explained by our Minister, this 
BiU seeks to extend the period of Dis
placed Persons (Claims) Act, 1950, as 
the claims are being verified. We have 
been told that about seven lakhs out 
of nine lakh claims have already been 
completed and nobody would question 
the propriety of extending the dur^ition 
of this Act because we are all keen 
that this job should be finished and 
finished as early as possible. When 
the original Bill was put before Parlia
ment in April 1950, it was the Govern
ment's amendment that the duration 
should be two years. Some of us did 
object that it should be one year be
cause we feared that already four 
years had passed and nothing had been 
done. The plight of the displaced per
sons was getting from bad to worse. 
What little they had brought with them 
in the shape of ornaments, clothes or. 
cash even, everything had been exhaust
ed.

[S hri M. A. A yyangar in the Chair]
The Prime Minister referred yester

day and said that when any Member 
of the Opposition criticises everything 
that is done by the Government, it is 
to be presifmed that his criticism is not 
genuine or honest. I am aware chat 
the Government has been making
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[Shri Hukam Singh] 
efforts to rehabilitate the displaced per
sons and sufficient, I should say, has 
been done in this regard. But I can
not refrain from observing that more 
remains to be done. We should not 
feei complacent that we have done 
our duty. I must at this moment out 
of personal regard as well as out of 
public duty pay my tribute to the Minis
ter that he has been very keen. (Hear, 
hear) He has been taking interest m 
the rehabilitation of the displaced per
sons. But I must bring to his notice 
that as I have felt, liquidation of camps 
also has been considered as tantamount 
to rehabilitation. If he wants* certain 
instances, I can quote him this one in
stance which is also the latest and 
which I brought to his notice two or 
three days ago. In Yol camp there were 
certain refugees. Though they may not 
have strict relevance to this Bill, but 
certainly' that is a very recent affair 
and I want to draw his pointed atten
tion to this. They have been trans
ported .to some place which is about 
25 or 30 miles from Bhopal. These 
persons were the residents of Kashmir 
and of Muzaferabad where the climate 
is cold. But now, where have they been 
put? The place that they have now 
been put in is a terrible place where 
even drinking water is not available. 
I was told that one child had alrea(Jy 
died. I have by this time received 
about a dozen telegrams and the Minis
ter also, I believe, must have received 
more than that. I approached the 
Minister about this and he assured me 
that he has asked the Chief Commis
sioner to look into the matter and 
arrange to deepen wells. So this much 
is admitted that the wells that are there 
already, do not give as much drinking 
water as is needed. You will be sur
prised that these people are all land
owners who have been sent there so 
that they might cultivate lands and pro
duce food. But it is regrettable that 
they do not find water for drinking 
purposes—what to say of raising any 
crops. I have been told that the Chief 
Commissioner has been asked to deepen 
those wells. May I ask whether the 
undertaking of deepening well® given 
by the Government would be any solace 
for those persons that happen to be 
there and do not find any water to drink 
for the present? That deepening of 
wells which has been directed by the 
hon. Minister now must take some time 
and th^ Chief Commissioner also must 
take his own time in implementing that 
undertaking of Government. After 
some time he will direct some other 
officer to do that. Thus things are de
layed unnecessarily and the problem 
continues to remain unsolved. I would 
stress the fact that such problems re

quire immediate relief and cannot 
brook any delay. But that is not being 
done here. So, this is only an instance 
of how things are done.

At that time also when the original 
Bill was brought, an objection was 
taken because the amendment came 
from the Government Benches that 
the officials were of the opinion that 
they required two years at least to 
complete this verification of claims. 
Some of us moved an amendment to 
that proposal and stressed that it should 
be one year. An assurance was given 
that the task would be completed as 
soon as it was possible but that period 
of time must be given. Otherwise the 
Government shouid have to come up 
again to this House for an extension of 
time. On that assurance we all agreed 
and the period of two years was grant
ed.

Now, this Bill is before us that that 
period of two years be extended by 
another year. I do not grudge it. We 
will agree that some extension is to 
be given but my contention is that as 
little time should be taken as possible, 
because even though the Minister gives 
this assurance that he will see that 
the job is finished as early as possible, 
this matter of extension of time wili 
ultimately have a psychological effect 
upon the displaced persons who have 
been waiting for those long five years 
for some relief to come to them.

We are told that seven lakhs of 
claims have been verified. We were 
also told on the 19th of this month 
that the work was started in Decem
ber 1950. So it has taken us about 
17 months to complete seven lakhs of 
claims out of nine lakhs. But even 
on mathematical analysis— which he 
says it is not proper to take into con
sideration here— it should not take 
more than four or five months.

Shri A. P. Jain: That is my hope.
Shri Hukam Singh: My request to 

him is that if the hon. Minister wants 
that the period should be extended now 
by one year, he should not forget \o 
consider the effect that this would have 
on the displaced persons.

This problem, we are told, is un
paralleled. Certainly, a!i problems 
connected with partition are unparal
leled, because partition itself was un
paralleled. When we accepted parti
tion, we had to accept all problem# 
arising out of that partition, and tackle 
them at the highest level.
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Now, so far as these cliaims are con
cerned, I have to submit one or two 
things as regards actual verification. 
In the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons we have been told that the dis
placed persons were slow in filing their 
claims in the beginning. I am sorry 
I am unable to agree with the hon. 
Minister there, because on the 20th of 
April 1950 when the original Bill was 
placed before this House, the displaced 
persons had already filed their claims 
in large numbers. At ieast most of 
those claims had been received and in 
the very statement of the hon. Minis
ter it has been put down that more 
than five la k h s — 5,34,700—claims had al
ready been received. So it is clear 
that a substantial portion of the claims 
had already been received. There may 
be some other reasons which did not 
permit the organisation! to work till 
December 1950, but this was not the 
reason that the displaced persons did 
not come forward with their claims. 
There is significance in that as well. 
It was right to a certain extent that 
the displaced persons were chary of 
coming forward, were hesitant, were 
reluctant because they had not that 
confidence in the Government that it 
would fulfil its pledges, because the 
Government had been changing its atti
tude towards this question of refugee 
property. I might develop the point a 
little further. When we came here as 
refugees in 1947 we had big hopes in 
our minds; we thought we had been 
sacrificed for the sake of the countrj" 
and perhaps it would be taken as a 
national loss, that all of us would be 
compensated out of national funds, that 
it would be a national problem for 
the whole country. But ultimately we 
found that as the time passed we lost 
the sympathies that we had in the be
ginning. May be we might I e to blame 
to a certain extent, I do not say that 
no portion of the blame lies on us. but 
I can say that the sjrmpathies that we 
had when we came here had been 
dwindling away as time passed. At 
that time we were received with 
courtesy, with warmth, now we are 
intruders, now we are competitors, now 
we are not liked as much as we should 
have been. And as the rehabilitation 
policy of the Government has not been 
planned—it has been changing from 
time to V time— t̂he displaced persons 
have lost their faith and confidence in 
the Government that they could get 
what they had been promised. In the 
beginning every effort was made so 
that we should get some initial pay
ment and the balance later from Pakis
tan for the excess of value of the 
Droperty that our refugees had left be
hind in Pakistan. Five conferences 
were heM but upto June 1949 our Gov
ernment found that Pakistan was not

prepared to pay a single pie. Our 
Government pressed that the settle
ment should be on a Government-to- 
Govemment level and Pakistan refused 
it outright; they said they would not 
accept it. Therefore when the situation 
had become clear that nothing could 
be got from Pakistan then a special 
conference was called here in July 
1949 when Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar 
assured the representatives of the re
fugees that compensation would be 
paid and detailed the »sources out of 
which it could be paid. He said clear
ly that one would be the evacuee pro
perty left by Muslims here in India, 
the second, he said, would be what we 
could get from Pakistan, and the third 
would be the portion that the Govern
ment could itself contribute towards 
this fund. But in December, 1950 we 
were disillusioned because a cate
gorical ^atement was made that no 
question of contribution by this Gov
ernment arose, there was no moral or 
legal obligation on the part of this Gov
ernment. That was a point of view 
which was open to doubt, but" then 
one of the three sources was eliminat
ed. We were left with two other 
sources: one, what we could get from 
Pakistan, the other was the Muslim 
evacuee property left behind in India. 
We were waiting in the hope that even 
if these two sources were speedily 
worked out it would give us some
thing. But subsequently in November.
1950, so far as I can recollect, there 
was a Press Conference when the Prime 
Minister told the Pressmen that we 
had been rather pursuing a wrong line, 
that we have been giving more atten
tion to the propertied people, that is 
to those who held property in Pakistan. 
He said that the real question was one 
of rehabilitation. Even this word of 
compensation was offensive to him; he 
did not like it except in so far as it 
related to the property left by Muslims 
here. The position was crystal clear. 
The refugees could know on that day 
that they had to look towards this 
evacuee property and to no other 
source. Even though statements have 
been made subsequently that whatever 
would be received from Pakistan would 
be distributed, the refugees are very 
sure that nothing could be got out 
of Pakistan. We have made it clear 
that war does not solve problems— 
it creates them— and we agree that war 
cannot be undertaken for these pur
poses. Therefore the question of use 
of force goes out. Then remain treaty 
and agreement by negotiation and 
Pakistan is not prepared to oav any
thing. Therefore, any question of 
Pakistan naying us any amount for 
compensation does not arise at all. 
Therefore, the dfsolaced person is left 
to look only towards this evacuee pro-
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perty. We are keen therefore that this 
claims verification should be settled as 
soon as Dossible because the property 
that is there with the Government 
which should have been considered as 
a trust by the Government for these 
displaced persons, is being reduced 
every day, it is dwindling in value, it 
it being destroyed—not deliberately but 
because nobody is looking after it, it 
is not being repaired, and so it is 
losing in value. The greater the delay 
the less would be the property that 
would be left in the pool. Alco, though 
I do not want to say that there is deli
berate volition on the part of Govern
ment, the refugees have the feeling 
that this pool also has been reduced 
during the last two or three years. 
Certain exemption certificates have 
been given, certain other properties have 
been restored. I am not one of those 
who would say that we should take 
away the property of those Muslim 
brothers who want to live here, but 
the property of those who have left 
for Pakistan, those who do not con
sider India as their home, should be 
taken into the evaciiee p r o p e r t y  pool. 
I have some instances where even 
Pakistan diplomats serving in India or 
outside are enjoying their property 
here: they are citizens of Pakistan as 
welJ as of India and are enjoying their 
prorierty here quite all riffht. The dis- 
plRced persons are afraid that the 
more the time taken for the verifica
tion of claims the more will it be to 
the detriment of the displaced persons. 
"LeFi the whole thing might be con
sumed by the Custodian-General’s 
Department and its officers, the dis
placed persons request Government 
that this question should be decided as 
soon as possible so that they may have 
something at least of what they have 
lost. They further r»ress that Govern
ment should consider this pool pro
per fy as a trust for the displaced per
sons and shou?<3 be managed as such 
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(English translation of the above 
speech)

Giani G. S. Miisafir (Amritsar): Sir, 
I do not have much to say with regard 
to the amending Bill introduced by the 
hon. Minister. All praise is due to the 
hon. Minister for the able handling of 
this problem. From the very day when 
he assumed office it has been his earnest 
endeavour to settle this problem as 
soon as possible and create such circum
stances as may bring a good name to 
the Government and benefit the dis
placed persons.

I appreciate the appeal he has made. 
It would be very nice if he realises the 
anxiety of the displaced persons and its 
reasons. I am very glad that he appre
ciates it, as Sardar Hukam Singh has 
just now said. The Statement of 
Objects and Reasons of this Bill indi
cates that the displaced persons have 
shown slackness in the beginning in fil
ing their claims. When the announce
ment inviting claims was made the dis
placed persons were not sure that any 
payment in respect of claims would be 
made. We had to make announce
ments and to approach the displaced 
persons individually to persuade them 
to file claims. Some of them asked as to 
why they should file claims when they 
were not sure of recovering even that 
amount which was to be spent on filing 
claims.. That is why they delayed the 
filing of claims. Of course the hon. 
Minister would think that I am support
ing his opinion but the fact is that the 
displaced persons did make delay, be
cause they were not sure whether even 
the amount spent on filing cteims could 
be recovered. I Vv’ant to tell him that

the root of the entire trouble was this 
impression created in the minds of the 
displaced persons. Even now we are 
creating this impression by this sort of 
delay.

I did not get an opportunity to speak 
on the Address of the President. The 
fact that the Address did not contain 
any reference to the displaced persons, 
strengthens this suspicion, and probably 
the Government also think, that the 
problem of displaced persons has al
most been solved. I am of the opinion 
that the impression that the problem 
has almost been solved accentuates ihis 
problem. That is why I had given 
notice of a couple of questions to the 
hon. Minister. In reply to one of them 
he stated that it was not in public in
terest to give the desired information. 
Ma-ybe he is right. I can understand 
his predicament- A difficulty may 
possibly arise if he gives the desired 
information which may harm the 
interests of the displaced persons in 
some way. But this t3T>e of answer 
enhances the suspicion in the minds of 
those concerned. Yesterday I wanted 
to know the number of claims filed and 
was told that the Government were not 
in a position to answer that question.

Shri A. P. Jain: The question asked 
yesterday was not about the number 
of claims filed.

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava:
(Gurgaon): That was my question.

Giani G. S. Musafir: I had also asked 
the same question but I won’t argue 
the point.

I want to say that people are getting 
more and more suspicious. The Gov
ernment may get the amending Bill 
passed by the House. But the trouble 
is that on the one hand they delay a 
task for their convenience and on the 
other they show quickness if delay can 
be helpful to the displaced persons. 
My point is that if the Government 
wants delay, let there be delay in all 
cases including those where delay can 
be helpful to the displaced persons and 
also those where delay can be of any 
use to the Government in any way.

A few days back, about 70 houses, 
built by displaced persons for their own 
use by selling their ornaments or hy 
raising loans from relatives or friends, 
were demolished simply because the 
sites where they were built were not 
meant for construction of houses, i.e. 
they were built by unauthorised occu
pation. The echo of the incident vibrated 
for quite a long time here. I do not 
want that any law should be broken, but
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what would have been lost, if the de
molition of these houses had been de
layed? These houses should have been 
demolished at a time when some pay
ment in respect of their claims would 
have been received by the displaced 
persons, so that they would have been 
in a position to build houses on alterna
tive sites. The point I want to make 
is that delay may be made in those 
cases where it can be beneficial to the 
displaced persons. Many displaced 
persons are residing in Jaipur House, 
recently acquired by our Government. 
They have suddenly received quit 
notices. Some of them have not even 
been offered alternative accommoda
tion. on the plea that they have mi
grated to India after December, 1948. 
But Jaipur House had not been acquired 
by the Government till then. The quit 
notice has become a source of w orry . 
for those putting up there. ‘

I have a request to make to the hen. 
Mmister of Finance also. I had asked 
a question in this connection, which 
was: whether he could consider giving
the same facility to the people who 
have been given loans by the Rehabili
tation Finance Administration, or are 
granted loans by the Rehabilitation 
Ministry. The Rehabilitation Finance 
Administration has granted loans to 
more than five thousand persons belong
ing to the middle class. They should 
also be given the same facility as 
announced by Shri A jit Prasad Jain 
for those people who have been given 
small loans by the State Governments. 
He had announced that the repayment 
in instalments of these loans may be 
stopped till such time as the payment 
in respect of their claims is made. The 
claims of these persons may be ad
justed against their loans. This will 
make things easier for them; that is 
why I have appealed to the hon. Minis
ter of Finance to grant this facility to 
the large number of people who have 
been panted loans by the Rehabilita- 
tiô n Finance Administration, The hon. 
Minister for Finance says that these 
people have earned money by virtue 
of these loans and they should rep a y  it 
in instalments. I agree with him fully, 
rather I would insist that instalments 
should be paid in time. But it is clear 
that to repay in instalments of loans 
amounting to Rs. 6,000, Rs. 7,000 or lls.
10.000 is becoming difficult because 
they have to make both ends meet, 
besides paying instalments out of the 
profit that they are making. They are 
not to blame for this state of affairs; 
even the circumstances don’t favour 
them: there is sometimes a slump and 
sometimes a boom in business but now 
there is slump all round and thev are 
finding it difficult to repay the loans.

I would again request you to see to it 
that if there is delay in payment in 
respect of claims, there should also be 
delay in repayment of instaimenti: 
which would be so managed as to be 
convenient for the displaced persons. 
Instead of gettiiig back instalments of 
loams, they should be given more time 
so that they get some relief. Even if 
they get the impression that the G ov
ernment would really pay some 
portion of the cla'jns, they would 
have the satisfaction that the 
Government are giving them some 
concession and are stopping the repay
ment of instalments of loans by them. 
This would ease their minds and they 
would feel relieved. This Government 
would earn their gratitude, and would 
facilitate its own functioning. I do 
not want to take any more time, I 
wish only to submit that the delay in 
the settlement of claims has resulted 
in loss of confidence in the minds of 
displaced persons. What we need at 
;^is time is to revive this confidence. 
The hon- Minister may get this Bill 
passed. He can realize better than I 
^ n  as to how the difficulties of the 
Government can be removed. But at 
the same time he should also accede 
to my request i.e., he should show some 
patience and sympathy by delaying 
niatters which can facilitate the ‘ dis
placed persons, Mke the delaying of 
claims which the Government are 
doing for their own convenience.

Chatterjee (Hooghly): 
After the very clear and comprehensive 
exposition given by the hon. Minister, 
there is no way out but to extend the 
Displaced Persons (Claims) Act, 1950. 
As a matter of fact, it has already 
expired on the 18th May 1952. The 
only question is how long it should Ue 
extended. The hon. Minister has put 
forward three grounds—fairly cogent 
grounds— for the extension. The first 
ground puts the blame on the poor un
fortunate refugees. They have to suffer 
various handicaps. They thought that 
this was not practical and perhaps 
nothing will come out of it. Now the 
position is different. The hon. Minister 
•as well as other Members of this House 
have to disabuse the refugees and the 
displaced persons of that fear. We 
have got to convince them that it is 
not meant for >\andow-dressing. W'e 
have to make a psychological approach. 
Coming from Bengal, I have got to saj* 
that unless th>s matter is here satis
factorily settled, so far as East Parkis- 
tan refugees are concerned, the psycho
logical effect will be tremendously 
bad. In view of the imposition of the 
passport system something like this 
legislation would be unavoidable in 
order to meet the case of millions of 
people who are affected in my part
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of the country. There is need for such 
legislation to save the situation in re
gard to East Bengal refugees.
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Now, how long should the extension 
be? I want the hon. Minister to re
member two facts. One factor has 
already been explained by Shri Hukam 
Singh. He has rightly said that we 
should take into account the psychologi
cal effect. One other factor we want the 
hon. Minister to realtse is this: V/ill 
not a longer time lead to procrastina
tion and delay? Will it not be better 
to finish the business quickly? The 
hon. Minister said that be had 300 
Claims Officers and yet he was not 
satisfied with the work they have done. 
The longer you put it off, the longer 
time limit you give, there will be the 
incentive to procrastination. I think it 
would be better to put a time-limit so 
as to make it incumbent on the officers 
to wind up their affairs and complete 
their business at the earliest possible 
moment. The longer time you put 
down, the longer they wiM go on in 
the usual administrative manner. I 
am pleading for this shorter time, not 
in a spirit of obstruction, but in order 
to impress upon the people concerned 
that you cannot stick to your office 
more than six months. What is meant 
by six months’ extension? Six months 
will take us to 18th November 1952. 
The hon. Minister hopes to finish in 
four months. 18th November 1952 will,
I think, be a reasonable time. That 
will convince the refugees that some
thing is going to be done at least by 
the end of this year. They will know 
where they stand. In spite of the 
difficulties, we have got to finish this 
business, and the sooner we finisii the 
business the better. Earliest disposal 
is imperative in the interests of the 
oppressed people, and in the name of 
oppressed humanity I appeal* that you 
should put a definite time-limit, not 
exceeding the end of this year. The 
refugees will then know where they 
stand. The Claims Officers also should 
know that they must finish their busi
ness by that date, and that will be 
some relief to the refugees. They will 
know that there will be some prospect 
of getting something.

, I also support what has been said 
by the learned speakers this morning. 
We should see that the pool or fund 
which may be available for compensat
ing displaced persons should not be 
whittled down in any way at the ex
pense of our people and to the advan
tage of those who have repudiated 
their allegiance to our country and to 
our Constitution. They have gone out 
of this country; they look upon India

more or less as an enemy State and 
not as their home. So, we shouid do 
everything in our power to see that 
the pool or fund is not whittled down 
in any way.
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^  21̂  ^  f  f% % 
^  rn̂ fi =̂n:vR ^  ^

^  ^  ^  ^
tiqiw ^ ^  ^  ^ ^RtT ^  ^  ^
^  q r  ^  ^  ^

fe r r  T̂PT t% f e n r  f+nd i f e n

'Srnrrr i ^  ^  ^  ^  '3rt^ r*<wni 
= ^ rf^  I
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(English translation of the above 
speech)

Pandit Tfaakur Das Bhar^ava: Sir.
I never intended to take the time of 
the House over a Bill which is so small 
yet urgent. There is no doubt that 
none can oppose this Bill; and those 
who are acquainted with the work 
of the hon. Minister, will remember the 
intelligence, industry and caution with 
which he completed this work. He 
deserves nothing but tributes from i*s 
all, and we, too, should have faith in 
his work as also expect the best from 
him that will be in our interests.

So far as the fundamentals of this 
Bill are concerned, I support them and 
also appreciate the services rendered 
in connection with the refugees’ re
habilitation by the hon. Minister. The 
only misfortune is that the problem 
of refugees is too big for the Govern
ment of India. What is more sorrow
ful is to see our Government not doing 
anythincf which it would certainly do 
for the solution of problems which can 
no doubt be solved. The subordinate 
officers of our Government never care 
for the promises made to us by our 
Government.

Having just now heard Sardar 
Sin"h I am reminded of t^e 

Delhi Premises Eviction Bill passed by 
this House. We w ork ^  for one long 
year on the Select Committee for the 
said Bill, and caused the hon. Minister 
to trive an assurance to the House. 
What was that assurance? It was that 
the houses built by the refugees settled 
in Delhi for residential purposes before 
August 1950 would not be dismantled 
without the policy being discusscd by 
the Committee. Our hon. Minister 
assured the House and took up thretf 
members of the Parliament in that 
Committee. This .Committee compris
ed of some Ministers also. Its first 
meeting was held and some cases were 
put before us, but the meeting came 
to a close before an3̂ n g  could be 
discussed or anything substantial could 
be done. In spite of all this, people 
read in the newspapers about the 
decisions which were not at all arrived 
at in the Committee, but somebody who 
had misrepresented the facts got 
this news published that the refugees 
would be removed from such and such 
areas. We complained to the hon. 
Minister against this misrepresentation 
^ d  contradicted the news to which 
the hon. Minister agreed sajring that 
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the incident had never happened and 
that somebody had blundered. I do 
not know who blundered but another 
meeting of this Committee never came 
off. We gave in writing to the hon. 
Minister that we had taken no such 
decision, but before anything else could 
be done, I was sh ock^  to learn from 
some refugees that about 70 houses, 
each one costing not less than five 
thousand rupees, had been levelled to 
the ground by the Police and the oc
cupants removed to Tehar in the dead 
of night at 11 o’clock. I leamt that 
amongst these victims there was also 
a woman who had given birth to a 
child onlv three days previous to this 
incident. Some of these people, who 
had come to me some days before, told 
me about the notice they had received. 
I assured them that such a thing could 
never happen and unless the Com
mittee decided something, the houses 
would not be dismantled. Expressing 
their helplessness they told me that 
they were homeless again and there 
was no refuse for them. They fur
ther said that they would give a tough 
fight if they were removed from their 
houses, since there was no hope of 
settlement left for them. They belong
ed to Peshawar. Assuring them again 
I advised them not to think i*n those 
terms. But when I came to know that 
their houses were dismantled I was 
shocked very much. The husband of 
the confined woman took up a lathi 
and told those people to kill him first 
and then his wife because, as he 
his wife would die if removed in that 
condition. That gentleman, however, 
injured some persons when his wife 
was removed in that very condition. 
Hearing this incident a Magistrate of 
Delhi went to the spot and appeasing 
them sent all of them to Tehar. If 
law declares it right that the houses 
of these refugees be dismantled and 
that they be rendered homeless. I do 
not object to it. However, I do very 
much object to this action of the Gov
ernment that 70 houses were dismantled 
without the Committee coming to any 
decision, in soite of fhe assurance given 
here in the House that no houses would 
be dismantled unless it was so decided 
by the Committee. People say that 
the Government are also going to dis
mantle all other houses of the refugees 
there. I do not know of any law which 
authorises the Government to dis
mantle years-old houses without the 
permission of the Committee. I endorse 
the view of Giani Gurmukh Singh and 
respectfully submit that such actions 
need delay. How would it matter after 
all if the houses which had got to be 
dismantled were dismantled after some 
days. I have this very grievance 
against the hon. Minister. Pt«viously 
also I had told him this thing
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[Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava] 
and I do it again now. Had the hon. 
Minister taken up this matter in his 
own hands, as I have ah*eady submitted 
that the Rehabilitation Department is 
bound to protect all the refugees, such 
a tragedy would have never come off 
and these seventy families could ;iot 
have been rendered homeless. I regret 
to say that because of the carelessness 
of the hon. Minister’s Department this 
calamity befell these homeless refugees. 
Here I want to bring to his notice that 
even one day’s delay in deciding claims 
means an indescribable misfortune for 
these people. Every refugee wants a 
speedy disposal of his claim. The more 
it is sped up, the greater help it means. 
How can I express the condition of 
these refugees, who are devoid of tears 
even with the intensity of misfortunes: 
they have lost all faith in you now. 
This big problem of refugees stares 
you in the face now. Everyday you 
claim the credit that you have settled 
so many refugees. This, no doubt, is 
a matter of credit. No Government on 
the surface of this globe could do such 
a feat as has been done by ours; but, 
do listen to their complaints as well.
I mentioned in. the last session that 
the refugees at Palwal, who are about 
ROO in number, are stiM residing in 
camps. I was told that houses have 
been built for 1,000 people. I, however, 
want to ask why should there be a 
clamour for the houses alone? These 
houses have not been completed even 
by now. I would like to bring to your 
nbtice that these people in Palwal are 
starving; they have no work and are 
placed in such a condition as cannot 
even be imagined by you. Deciding 
of claims, etc., is a thing so big and 
distant; unless something is planned 
for their livelihood, nothing wVA be 
effective. They say that they have no 
work though they possess both physique 
and acumen for doing any job.

Likewise, there are a few of them 
at Faridabad. You helped some of 
them by providing jobs to them at 
Okhla and to others you are providing 
jobs in Delhi; but I would respectfully 
submit that in spite of this all there 
are still 3,000 such persons in Faridabad 
even who have no work. You say that 
you are going to speed up the verifica
tion of claims, but for how many of 
them are you going to do so? You 
have only taken up claims for some 
oroperty, while big claims for movable 
property, such as shops and furnished 
houses fuM of goods, covering crores 
of rupees, are left untouched. Neither 
Pakistan nor you are going to give 
them any compensation for that. This 
much about claims. Deciding the 
claims does not mean putting money 
Into somebody’s pocket or giving him

bread. Tell us how far you have veri
fied the prices of the property, cind 
what will you pay for each when some
thing IS decided? This problem needs 
consideration. Sardar Hukam Singh 
said the other day that the rate of 
compensation should be eight annas in 
the rupee at least.

Shri Hukam Singh: You opposed 
it at that then.

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: I
did oppose it then because I wanted 
the Government to pay more than one- 
half. I say it even now that it would 
give me pleasure if the Government 
give more than one-half. I never said 
that the Government should not give 
compensation: that time I had ques
tioned as to what was the total value 
of the claims, to which no answer was 
given. Had the hon. Minister given an 
answer to that, I would then have 
asked him about the total value 
of the evacuee property, so that v/e 
"ould have known if they were going to 
pay eight annas, four annas or two 
annas.

I know it. From what I have heard 
about the extent to which you intend 
meeting these claims it would be better 
if you could go on deferring their pay
ment as long as possible, for the day 
you make the announcement regarding 
the rate of payment for these claims, 
thousands of men, women and children 
will weep bitterly when they would 
rome to know the poor rate in which 
the payment would be made. One 
healthy result of delaying the an
nouncement would be to put off their 
ultimate disillusionment. You may 
make any payment you like: be it 
one-half or one-fourth, but defer this 
Bill as long as you can, because the 
day you announce that you want to 
pay say one and a half annas per 
rupee of the claimed sum, these people 
would be dead dismayed. I want to 
submit that the question is not one of 
delay or expedition, but the issue re
volves round the answer you would 
ultimately give. ^

Different people talk in different 
ways and Look at this problem from 
different angles when the question 
about the Evacuee Property pool comes 
up. I do not want to be unjust to nny- 
body. If your predecessor has made 
any statement because of which the 
pool is decreasing, I can but regret 
that. But. as the refugees complam. 
is it not a fact that the sympathies of 
the Government for the refugees are 
waning? If you make any more de
lays, the remaining sjonpathy would 
also be exhausted till it dies away. I
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would like to submit that this ques
tion be solved as soon as possible. iTou 
may delay claims, but do immediately 
solve the question as to how much 
payment you are willing to make and 
the contribution that the Government 
will make. They will be satisfied if 
this question is solved. You may de
lay the Bill, however, but do answer 
this question.

Refugees come to me and ask me 
if they sl\ould enter the claims, and 
whether they would get something as 
compensation. I can never give them 
an answer that would satisfy them. I 
understand the hon. Minister must be 
sympathising with them more than I do, 
but I do not know if he too can give 
a satisfactory answer to this question. 
I want to submit that today you should 
give me a satisfactory answer which I 
will convey to them saying that though 
there is still some delay in the pay
ment of their claims but that they 
would get so much money. You may 
pass the Bill but my submission is 
that you should give such a reply as 
might satisfy them.

There is one more thing to which 
our attention has been drawn by 
Giani Gurmukh Singh. He has very 
kindly represented to the State CJov- 
ernments that the loans of the people 
may be adjusted against their claims 
lodged with the Government. It is said 
that there is force in what Gyani Ji said 
yesterday. I would respectfully like 
to ask if there is no force in the plea 
of a man who says that the amount of 
his claim lying with the (Government 
may be adjusted against the loan he 
has taken. There is nothing unreason
able in that demand. We have been 
observing that in Civil Procedure Code 
and other provisions of law loans are 
adjusted against claims. Why should 
you find such a readjustment difficult? 
Is ne to be barred from using what 
is his own just because the Govern
ment is persistently delajdng a settle
ment?

The hon. Minister complains that 
some pepole did not submit their claims. 
I can remind him that previously also 
these pepole had submitted claims 
worth crores of rupees, but all that was 
in vain. Maybe those claims have 
been exaggerated and unreal, but then 
also you could as you did this time very 
easily announce as to which of those 
were real and which unreal. This de
cision could as well be taken four 
years earlier. I do not mean to sa.v 
who stands responsible for this deLay. 
Circumstances are to blame but not 1 le 
refugees, at least. I would like to 
submit respectfully therefore that 
while passing this Bill it should be 
the duty of the House to draw the

attention of the Government to these 
cases of refugees, and so far as che 
claims go, an announcement should 
be made first of all as to what amount 
is going to be given, no matter if the 
decision gets delayed. We. must get 
an answer to this question regarding 
the payment.

With these words I strongly su p p ort 
the Bill and want it to be passed 
immediately.

Several Hon. Members rose—
Mr. Chairman: All hon. Members

will have opportunities. In a Bill 
there is no restriction regarding time 
or number of speakers inless the 
House feels at any particular time that 
there has been sufficient discussion and 
moves for closure. Even then it is 
open to the Chair to find out if there 
has been sufficient discussion or not. I 
shal?i give opportunities to all hon. 
Members one after another.

^  hth

^  ^ IT

^  a m r
% 5TTR' 3Tnr 3fT

t, ^

TO 3T̂ nT

TO I TO

3TRft ^  ^  ^  5TR»
3fk  ^  ^  ^  I ^

^  ^  \ ^  
^ . 1  ^  %

^  ^  I i I tell
you I belong to the farthest
corner of India, westward
of Peshawar.
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SFRf !
^ ^  i  ftr 4' #
^  ^  ^  I
^  ^  TT̂ qf^ ^  ^  ^ ftr

3TRr ^ ^
I

if iv ih i fWflT : 5HTT ^  ^
#FiRT ^  «Tl^^i ^ r f ^  I

«fr ^  ^   ̂ #■ irt
^t^TT 9TVt  3TT«R^T^  ̂ qf«fj ^

^  «Tlt̂ <i I I 4  ^

^  ^  ^  T̂PTT3ff
ŜTPRTT j  I

^  5pniipff ^  %

^T% ^  ^31 pTT «TT I ^  ^ W t #  ^

fR^i 3rh: ŷrj- arrr ^

3TN  ̂^  3Tt  ̂^  3TT ^  I 4  #  ^

3rrr 3niri[^ ^  ^
^  ^  ^  F̂FRT ^

^*TT  ̂ t|  f% ^T V(

n^JTR ^  t  I ^  ^  ^  3T7#

^  vTR ^rft f  I ^  anrnr f  
f ^  ^  t  I 3rrr ^ht sRFtr
^  ^  ̂  -drrt^
^  m  ^  I V  ̂ ^  ^  ^

I ^  f  ann: ^  5?fHf

•T 3TT^ *TPT ferr 3ft?;
a m  ^  % ’Ttt ^  ^
^ T  eft ^  ^  <TT T ^  aftr ?n7*TT«ff 

3R% I a fk  5T JTf a n ^
fip ;3^ % w  I ^

^>T ^  3n^ I ^  ^
^  % 31% ^  fl^HTJ% «tV I 3R?TT 

tî i<<<il «Mdl T ^ , ^f^*i 
fqp; ^  ^  ^  %o, V30

«W f 3TR I  atfh:
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^  ^  rVTW WW ^
t  aftr ^  ?fWr ^  e r rn r
^ ^  q? T  ̂ t  ^  ^3?^

^  (Charity 
begins at home) \
^  ^h k i ^  ^  1 1  viTfnr

^  ^  a m  ^  f^^f^lfrtd^M

(Rehabilitation Deptt.) 
^  3iV?: f̂ qTTflz # r̂pT

f w  I arrsr ^  5T w f«prf ^  
^  ^  f3rr ^

^  ^  ^  r̂row^
^  ^  ŷpT ^   ̂I ^

^̂ nraTfftr ^Osi WTT̂ TT̂ nfWlr qr

3R5T2Tff R̂TJTTfwf qx
^  ^  Wf r̂f ^  ^

*Tf 11 arftr̂ 'd < ^Rwff ^  % 
=?fet 3»>T *r̂ nr̂  %
3rf^^ t  ^  ^  F̂Tzrf̂  ^  
q f^  ^  >ft f^wRf ^  ^  I 1 ^
qirr̂ rf̂   ̂ ^  ^  ^
^  fan I

^  ŜTRTT t  ^
ni[t ^  (claim) an# 3rnt>T ftr |

^  5T

#' ^  JT̂  ^  ^
^ ^ '3TI#^qrairt # #ir Î tjit 

w  arPT̂ p̂R q^ ^  i
3R^ I ^  % ^ r t (  n

^  ^  t  ‘ ^  3 m  ^r^zfhft
«fV ol+<, HR«( ^  ^  3(̂ *0

3TT̂ ^  ^<q||<iff
sFt 5T^ t  ^  ^  ^

I 
^  ^rmPpff WT a(H ^



^  griT ^  trqRTfsH (extension) 
f ^ r  '»imi ^ '*iid( ^ IV 21̂
m n  ^  jjRnrrrf qr f̂ prgr
^  TfT t  I

^  at iRfhrfr T5C ^
|, (Government
Planning) 'tt: t ^
ĵfTwr f  fV ^nTnflwt ’TT ̂  I ,

f^^TFT W  I

^TT ^  t  %
^  ^  t̂?TT =^rf  ̂ I

w «\ i^  >sft
5fr 5T?TT%T #  ^  ^

t  I ^  3TW f  Cr

^nmf^Rff ^  ^  1 ^  ^  p̂ft
^  ^  ^  ^  ' T ^  #  ^  ^  ^  I 

<pf^zn:, f f̂T  ̂ 3 ^  % «i^ri ^

I JRHT % ^  ^

a n ^ ^ I  ^
2f^ ’TT ^  fW  ^  ^  ^ R  ^  '»I«IW'̂ 1 
^  *niT â Vr T̂T ^  artr
*TT I ^W n % 3TRT 'dH *i»̂

3RiH ^  3ft fk^TT TOT <11 3TR
^  *PT >ft I
%  3 f % f ^  ^  I

3fN ^  3Plt vso *i«T>m Hi<|4 v ^  
^  f  I ^T^pr ^
3TT̂  ^  f^ m ^  fSTC^  ^  era? 
% ^̂ nfif̂ RT ^  fair I  ^

r^c^« 'Ĥ  WT. TT̂  ^  aftx 
arr̂ r ^fntw# ^ qt | i

*TT f̂tST aftr rTFT an^
^  ?[^  3(ir ^  % f̂ !JT «iq*?^d 

^  %■ ÎIT̂ mHi pTT ^ aftr

SR" ^ TT ^Rti+ ,«i^  ^ 3iilT ^  
îirHqi'ii 3rr3f 'T̂  viAî i ^  +̂r 

3^ ^  ^  3ftr
f w  ^  ^  11

v^ ^  ^ fw  % 3F^ ^  
%CĤf|ĉl3rt ^ ^  iK«INT |IT q- 
an̂  ^  ^  ^  t| t I

rTOJ ^ ant# 3tr ffT “within' 15 
days you shall have to vacate 
or you will l>e removed .by 
force”.^  [̂ft ^  ^  ^  %̂ OTT
ŝrmr, % Ph+'R M  imft̂  i 

aw ^  I  fV  ^  ^  ^  ^

% «t>̂ l '»lldl ^  fV ^  •Tl  ̂

jft̂  fT, 5*^  ̂ sffrFf̂ rt ^
^  ^  t , ^  I 2TfT q r  ^

^  t  % ?TTT ^
# ^ arr# ^rt^ =ftv3
f  I ^  t  ^  ^  ^

irraft I

^  arlw^ t %  
3(Fr ^  ^  ^

i * ^ 5 R  qr  m*rr ^
T ^ |  l ^  W

^  ^  ^  I
ITRT ^51  ̂ ft? 3fk  ^  JT#

wm ark ^  I *RFT̂  
aik^ (invite)
i f j ^  5*T ^  ^
arVr  ̂ ift I ^  ^  t
;3?T %  #  T O  ®F^ ŴT?TT I 3?1R

TT?PT#5^ ii^ s n ^  (problem) ^  
^n?ft ^  ^  ^

q r  r^OTR t  ^  ^TR% ^  
arftRTR ^  ^  ^

^Ti*rf% 5 « ^  a d W T  ^  t ,  ^



[«ft 5Tid]
^^^1 <1 I

"HF ^ ^  ^  *Tî  sftr
^  ^  ^  TTR# ^  ^m x

^  t  ^  ^  ^  % 5?T ^
^srmr I % ^fTF^ #
^  ^  f k ^  w  aflT 

^RT  ̂(Custodian General) ̂  
aiT^ ’IT  q^T %

qT q^ ^1^ | f  I  I^^TW^ff
^  5T^ I ^
^  #■ ẐIT |3IT 3(t^ ^

t  f% (̂T«r -.^1 ^  7̂ T̂

^  t  I ^  ^  ^TR% t

T T ^  t  • ^  ^  ^
PiqitTl ^TOT ^  ^Tft 3TT̂  #  I ^  ^nr§T

WX ^  3TR ^  ^  ^  r«1^^n

^  ^  \̂̂ *\\ ^  tr̂
% «̂T, ^  

f ^ T  T̂RTT ^ I M<»^ ̂  ^  3TFT

q r  ^  ^  ^  3iq^ ^  ?T

3RT ?Twr w  arh: f r o
f t  ^  ^  ^

a n t sftT ^

% 3 tR  ^  ^  q r f ^ ^ l

^ P̂ *t>*î  f+^T l*T>
^  21̂  55l»T ^?T %, ^

STT̂ jft ^  cfr 3^  %
^  ^  ^  T̂R” Hriill

5TT®ni^lff % ^  ^»IT I T̂5T

IffiTT ^
f  T^ g jf % ^

' ^  szrf^RPft ^  A' ^ i^ d l g 5ft ? T ^

^  ?  .v$imTT I  ^^F5T ^
WTO“ ’t^ft % 3TT̂  t ’ q r

v rffw  ^  2?t^ I  a ftr
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 ̂ ^r ^  q ^  +jM̂ *l  ̂ I
^  î*sTl ^h T̂I ^  ^T^TWr f̂ T  ̂

t» ^  ^umT̂  |,
^  % lft7?T I’ ^  ^  5RTR
^  ^TfTWT ^  f i r ^  I

%TT  ̂%  3nft ^  T̂T̂ nr
^  ^  ^  TfT t  ^  ^  arrwr^

^ I «<<l«(<

n̂rPT «<4i’̂  ^  aTST5T
3 j^  3T f^^^  ^  >TT^ ^
^  ^  ̂EPTT = r̂f  ̂ I W  «ft =^3ff
# T̂pq ^  f ? r ^
vdHM'tti ^ I HH % «IK ^

I  ^  ^  ^  I

Sfjft ^  ^
^  I  1^  ^  I
%TT 3nq •rtî n îvĵ  %,

2T̂  ^ *M*i ^
I anft ^  ^  %

^  ♦i*f>H q ^  qr I*h« i 
q‘ ^ !P t ^  ‘dq̂  f ^ w | i  q ^
I 31̂  ^  ^  w r  ^  ^  qrt ^  
^  3tt̂  I 3T̂  qqr
^Kqriipjt # ^  qiTtft
^q  ̂qĵ TT t  fro  % ^  ^

^  ^  ^ + K  f^wHI «RT ^  *niT I

T̂TT r < | in r r t« R  ^

TO M '<^  t> ^  t  ^
^  ^  ..............

?ft 1̂ 0 qte ^  ; 3nq % 5̂̂
^  ^  I

«fr 5T  ̂ «T??y ^  t
^  VtW  3ITq l̂*4H q>̂  5

fqr »T?5?r 1 1 ^ T̂?flf ^



STT̂ ft 3TN  ̂ ^  ^ ^  ^  *t̂ T
^  I ^  ^  ^  ^ o<ta<mO

^»T^ % ^  ^  ^1% q I '*l'*K
^  ipfTT ^  ^  ^  f ,  ^fTTR ^

p ^  TT^

f f  t  I f e  ^  w f f^  f i r f ^ ^
#  t  f¥ ^  ^
^  ^  % 3TPT F̂r?7TT i  I

\h^<^ t  ^  ^  ^‘HTdiiH ^  f̂ RTTT 
^  ?7% vddHI ^RrT ^

^  3Ttr 3TPT ^  f^ » f t  '3<fq+
^  m v ^  ^  ^  ^  ark

w k f t  ^  ^  
f ? T ^ , fk m ^  3fhc fJ T f^  ^

(mechanical force)
% ^  ^  I *T̂ TŴ ^

^  ^i«i»ii ^  r̂*nr ^ » r  dl"
^ n r  r^qid+i'd ŝTR̂ T I

{English translation of the above 
speech)

Shri N. L. Sharma (Sikflr); Sir. 
I had given notice of an amendment 
to the President’s Address in this con
nection and as I did not find any
opportunity to express my ideas on this 
subject on that occasion, I welcome thi^ 
opportunity.

Refugees, who are called displaced 
persons at present, did not find any 
refuge anywhere in spite of the fact 
that they were named refugees. I 
have no grievance against the Indian 
people, because I remember well how 
people entertained the refugees with 
puries and vegetarbles when they 
arrived at the Khurja Station in those 
overcrowded railway compartments. 
People used to bring these things on 
their bullock-carts from far off places 
even. I was moving to and fro on that 
Station. Nobody paid any attention to 
me. Nobody could recognise that I too 
was a refugee. I tell you, I belong to 
the farthest corner of India, westward 
of Peshawar.

, An Hon. Member: Please speak on 
m Hindi.

Shri N. L. Shanna: Thanks, I was 
expressing my ideas in Hindi because 
this is Indian Parliament and I thank

our President for having delivered his 
Address first in Hindi.

An Hon. Member: You ought to
speak in Sanskrit.

Shri N. L. Sharma: I would speak in 
Sanskrit also and, if necessary, would 
speak in Pushtu also. I am familiar 
with different languages, varying from 
Pushtu to Gajerati, spoken in various 
parts of this coimtry.

So being ^ refugee I was sitting 
quietly there. Some persons looked 
towards me and enquired of me as to 
why tears were coming in my eyes. I 
told them that they were receiving 
those refugees with open arms and 
were entertaining them with puries 
and vegetables but they were not their 
guests in the sense that they would 
return to their homes after some time. 
Adding further that they were those 
unfortunate persons who were to re
main here. I 'asked them to arrange 
things in such a way that they may 
be able to get simple bread for the 
whole of their life. I asked them not to 
entertain them. I say that had these 
persons changed their names and bid
den good-bye to some of their religious 
marks—they could have remained there 
and would have no longer been le- 
fugees. No question of their ladies and 
children being murdered would have 
arisen. But they came here. In the 
beginning people were very sympathe
tic towards them, they continued to 
helo them, but when .they saw 
that their number sweMed to sixty 
to seventy lakhs and that they 
were found in thousands in every 
town and city and that because of 
these people their trade was hcindicap- 
ped, they began to think in terms of 
the adage, ‘charity begins at home*. 
They felt that the refugees were lajring 
their hands on their own livelihoods.

Unfortunately Rehabilitation Depart* 
ment was established, and this depart
ment did a lot of work. But up till 
now no refugee has come to believe 
that anybody could get any help from 
this Rehabilitation Department. It is 
said that crores o f rupees are being 
spent on refugees. But the question i«; 
how much out of this huge sum actually 
went into the pockets of the refugees. 
Most of the refugees, who are poor 
and who, in fact, deserve • this help, 
dare not to go to these officers. Under 
these circumstances it can bp. at^ked 
how far iney nave beneiited from this 
Department?

It is said that the Department began 
to receive the claims in April 1950. I 
say claims had, in fact, tjeen submitte<J 
even before that date. But they not 
only were thrown in the waste-paper
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basket but perhaps were kept at some 
place wherefrom they coula not be 
traced at all afterwards. Well, re
fugees have no faith in this claims 
business. I support the contention of 
my colleague Shri ThaKur Das Bhar- 
gava that refugees never believed that 
they would ever get even a single penny 
as compensation. What greater mis
fortune can there be lor refugees 
than the service extensions which are 
repeatedly being granted to highly paid 
officers and we are told that all this 
■Is bei'ng spent on the Rehabilitation 
Department. Though money is being 
spent on the Governmental machinery 
as also on their planning but it is said 
that all this is being spent on refugees, 
as welL as on the department which 
was established for them. My con
tention is that such injustice should 
not be done to the refugees.

I would like to say, as Giani Gurmukh 
Singh Musaiir has already said that the 
refugees who came from West Punjab 
were allotted agricultural lands in the 
East Punjab. But it is not known what 
happened to those persons who came 
from the Frontier Province, Sind or 
Baluchistan, What sort of jungles have 
been given to them, is not known to 
us. Some are kept here, some are sent 

.to Jabalpur and some to other destina
tions. In the same way, nothing is 
known about the proposals for rehabili
tating them in the suburbs of Delhi. 
Besides we can see what is happening 
here. You have just now received 
the report that seventy houses have 
been demolished. Even today you 
would find a canopy installed by the 
Rehabilitation Department on the bank 
of the river Jamuna where those 
persons, whose huts were burnt down 
in a recent fire, have been accommoda
ted. There was a time when the place, 
where refugees have now been shel
tered, was open to traffic. Now it is 
closed to traffic and the canopies are 
5̂ 11 there. No arrangements have been 
made for those persons.

In the same way, in Hard war notices 
are being served upon the refugees 
staying in the various dharmashalas to 
vacate those dharmashalas . I have 
myself seen orders from the Collertor 
addressed to the refugees, directing 
them, “within 15 d a ^  you shall have 
to vacate or you will be removed »y  
force” . In brief, they would be re
moved forcibly fii^m those places or in 
other words from Hardwar proper. 
These poor people ask where should 
they go. They are told to move two 
or three miles away from Hardwar 
where huts have been built for them. 
They have their shops in the town 
from which they make their scanty

livelihood. But ihe administration is 
asking them to vacate no matter whe
ther they five or die.

What I mean to say is that without 
doing anything for such persons we are 
repeatedly being asked to grant exten
sions alter extensions. We do not 
oppose it nor do we want that the 
work should not be completed. Seven 
lakh c’jaims have already been received 
and two or two and a half lakh claims 
are stiil to be received. The Govern
ment would invite more claims asking 
people to submit ten or twenty lakh 
more claims. But nothing is said about 
the sources wherefrom these claims are 
to be met. If the Government wanted 
to solve this problem they could have 
given first lien to the refugees on those 
properties which were, lying with them 
and would have declared “ that they 
would have a right to this property, 
and theirs would be the first claim 
over it.” But so far as the Government 
are concerned they have never said so 
and would never be prepared to agree 
to the proposition that the claims of 
the refugees would be met from that 
property. What happened in Chhatri- 
wala case and the circumstances uhd^r 
which the last Custodian General 
had to submit Jiis resignation are things 
that would ever remain fresh in the 
minds of the refugees. The refugees 
know it fully well what has been the 
decision, with regard to Chhatriwala 
case and they know what justice is 
going to be done to them. They also 
realise that they have no other way 
out. They came here in the belief that 
they were nationals of India. They 
never came here with the impression 
that they would be treated like foreign
ers or like persons who come from 
some enemy country. But they 
were treated as foreigners even though 
they had come to their own country. 
Not only that but even those persons 
who played a prominent part in the 
Congress organisation there— some
had been presidents— were badly neg
lected here. Only afterwards when the 
Pakistani Muslims recommended them, 
giving their antecedents that they were 
perhaps recognised. They were possibly 
impressed by that recommenda
tion, but the refugees were 
not taken at their word. The
hon. Minister would excuse me
when I say that I know several such 
persons in his office who outside their 
office use hats etc. but when they come 
before the Prime Minister, they wear 
Gandhi Caps and say that they are 
true Congressites. But the persons, who 
are real refugees and deserve evnrT 
help, are not being given any “help 
whatsoever.



I submit that the steps which the 
::;overnment are taking may be neces
sary steps. But the sense of mistrust 
and frustration which would arise by 
the extension of the time-hmit Ume 
and again must be removed. As Shri 
Chatterji put it, extending the period 
for six months instead ol one year 
would be more than sufficient. Even 
alter that period it is to be decided 
whether anything is to be given to the 
refugees or not. For the present the 
claims would be verified and after that 
it is to be decided what is to be given. 
So I request you Sir, and the House 
as a whole that this work should be 
completed as soon as possible. We 
were just now -hearing about the re
habilitation work. One thing is thai the 
houses which were formerly being 
given on instalment basis, are not be
ing given so now. It is said that houses 
would be allotted to those persons 
only who would pay the price in Lump 
sum. Now please tell me if the refu
gees have earned lacs and crores of 
rupees in this short span of five years 
which has enabled them to pay the 
cost of the houses in a lump sum. Is 
there any justification for the stoppage 
of allotment of houses on the instal
ment basis? So my humble request 
to the hon. Minister of Rehabilitation 
is— it is possible that my words may 
he full of anguish...........

Shri A. P. Jain: Your words are 
-wrong as well.

Shri N. L. Sharma: They may
«ven be wrong because you are saying 
in my face that they are wrong. But 
what about those things which I have 
seen with my own eyes? I do not say 
that I tan stating things which I have 
read in newspapers. If I say anytoing 
about the refugees living in Hardwar 
or on the bank of the river Jamuna 
here, that is what I have seen with my 
own eyes on the spot.

And yet I submit to the hon. Minis
ter when he says that my words are 
wrong. But I request him to lessen 
the period of extension as much as 
possible and finish this work with as 
much speed as possible, and not to pur
sue it half-heartedly, or in a mechanical 
"Way, devoid of the human touch. The 
whole Department would change over
night if men are treated like men.

Shri H. N. Miikerjce (Calcutta 
l^orth-East): I do not propose to take
much of the time of this House, but 
I think the Minister of Rehabilitation 
should be very well advised to accept 
the sui ĵ^estion which has been ofTered 
from this side of the House (An Hon 
JVfemh4»r* Not from TOur side) that

if he is going to act in conformity with 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
then he ought to accept the amend
ments which have been offered, apd the 
amendment in particular which has 
been tabled by Lala Achint Ram. I 
say this because I come from ^ n g a l 
and the question of lefugee rehabilita
tion is a matter which is nearest to 
our hearts, and we know how the re
fugees from Pakistan have shown 
character and grit, determination and 
a spirit of self-help, of which you find 
so many striking examples in the City 
of Delhi, for example. There is no 
question about the distress to which 
the refugees have been reduced, and 
there is no question also about their 
own honest efforts for rehabilitation. 
As far as the Government’s attempts 
to assist the refugees and put them on 
their feet are concerned, I should 
think that the hon. Minister of Rehabih- " 
tation should come forward in a more 
helpful spirit and should accept the 
amendment, so that he need not have 
one year’s extension of the Act. but 
six months, which. I am sure should be 
considered appropriate by this House.

I would refer the hon. Minister to 
what he has himself said in the State
ment of Objects and Reasons. He says 
that the whole operation of this Act 
was delayed because, many of the 
refugees, not knowing very much about 
the subtle intricacies of the law, com
mitted some delay in putting in their 
applications. He has also said that 
his office was under-staffed and the 
result of it was that he could not go 
ahead with his job as promptly and as 
efficiently as the Act required. He says 
also that the position in West Pakistan 
was so peculiar that there were certain 
extraordinary difficulties in regard to 
verification of these claims. In spite 
of all these, his office has succeeded, 
on his own computation, in verifying 
more than two-thirds of the claims 
which had been submitted.. That is 
why he himself has come forward with 
a guarantee that he is going to com
plete the job in four months* time. I 
would say that if the hon. Minister is 
in a position to assure us that his job 
can be comoleted in four months’ time, 
that is, if the refugees who are in an 
extremely distressing psychological 
condition can have the assurance that 
in four months’ time, more or less, 
their claims are going to be acted upto,
I do not see any reason why the Minis
ter shoiild ask for an extension, as far 
as the Act is concerned, for a whole 
year.

As a matter of fact, our experience 
of the operation of the bureaucratic 
machinery is such that once jrou get
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an extension of this sort, further similar 
extensions foliow, and the imperative 
nature of the task gets blurred and 
overlooked. There is always this 
danger that if the refugees, about whose 
distress I need not say anything now 
because that has been dwelt upon by 
so many hon. Members present here, 
get a feeling that their claims are going 
to be shelved, as they are likely to be, 
if this Act is extended for as long as 
one year, that would be an undesirable 
state of affairs. That being so, I should 
suggest to the hon. Minister of Rehabili
tation that in view of what he him
self has said, in view of his own 
guarantee and assurance, in view of his 
Statement of Objects and Reasons 
where he has said thai already two- 
thirds of the cleims have already been 
verified, he should accept the proposi
tion which has been made from this 
side, and shorten the proceedings by 
accepting the amendment of Lala
Achint Ram.

I support the amendment tabled by 
Lala Achint Ram.
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(English translation of the above
speech)

LaU Addnt Ram (Hissar): Sir, I am 
sorry that I was not present when this 
amendment was called. I could not 
decide whether to support this Bill or 
to oppose it. The fact is that I support 
this Bill as well as oppose it.

You will ask how? I welcome this 
Bill because I have deep regard for 
the hon. Deputy Minister who has 
moved it. When he first took office he 
was somewhat inexperienced but the 
way in which he has worked after 
assuming office and the diligence and 
devotion that he has shown in the

interests of refugees has led me to be
lieve that all his efforts will be directed 
towards the good of the refugees. This 
thing compels me to welcome this BilL

My opposition to the Bill is due to 
the fact that sometimes blame is 
attached to innocent people also. It is 
reported that in the d ty  of Delhi 70 
houses have been demolished, and this 
has caused great hardship. I was not 
in favour of the demolition of these 
houses, but I was present at that time 
and I can say that the attitude of the 
Delhi authorities was very sjnnpathetic. 
I requested the Delhi authorities ta 
accept their demand that they should 
be provided with accommodation at the 
same place. They accepted this demand 
and provided all the 70 families with 
accommodation at the same place. It 
is not proper and just to criticise a 
thing which has been rightly done.

Pandit Thakar Das Bhargaya: May
I ask the hon. Minister why these 70 
houses were demolished without the 
permission of the Municipal Committee? 
Was the value of these houses less 
than Rs. one lakh? Was the three 
months’ notice, necessary according to 
the assurances, given?

Babu Ramnarayan Singli (Hazari- 
bagh West): They were demolished
out of s5Tnpathy.

Lala Achiiit Ram: Panditji asks as 
to why these houses were demolished.
I have great respect for him Those 
people have been provided with alter
native accommodation. 'Fhose people, 
whose houses were built after the 15th 
August, 1950, have also been given 
houses. Previously, it was pro
posed that they should be 
piven plots and Rs. 500 cash 
with which they should buiid their own 
houses. We have been demanding of 
the Ministry and the Grovemment that 
they should be declared the owners o f 
these houses. But the Government 
provided them with alternative ready
made houses. So far as the allotment 
of houses is concerned I cannot accuse 
the Government.

Now I will come to the point as to 
why I oppose this Bill. Let me briefly 
trace its history. Two years ago when 
this Bill was first introduced there was 
a general demand for payment of com- 
oensation on the part of refugees. This 
Bill was introduced to fulfil this de
mand. People were very glad to note 
that Government was going to get 
the'ir claims verified, but they were 
disappointed to see this Bill. T he're
fugees had already been here for three 
vp^rs when this Bill was introduced. 
They were expecting to get compensa-
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tion but this Bill haTi a provision that 
a period of two years should be allowed. 
The people were dejected that three 
years had already elapsed and it will 
take two years more. We assured them 
that we would get it amended. At the 
time of its introduction, I asked Shrl 
Mohanlal Saksena, who was the Minis
ter incharge as to why they were fixing 
a  period of two years. I urged him to 
finish this work in one year, because 
three years had already passed and 
the people had not much left with 
them. Shrl Mohanlal Saksena showed 
much sympathy and said rhat he ac
cepted the period of one year. But 
the next day when he had spoken to 
his Secretariat he said that this work 
could not be finished in less than two 
;years. He expressed his helplessness 
in this matter in the ParMament and 
said that the work would be finished 
in two years. Thereupon, Shri Jaspat 
Roy Kapoor moved an amendment that 
the period be reduced from two years 
to one year. This led to considerable 
•discussion and the arguments that are 
being given now were also offered at 
that time but unfortunately Shri 
Mohanlal Saksena did not accept the 
amendment and the two years’ limit 
was passed. As soon as the Bill pro- 
"viding for the two years’ limit was 
passed a wave of dejection and depres
sion prevailed all over the country. 
All the hopes of the people were frus
trated. You would ask how. The 
Bill that has now been moved says, 
•“ It has. however, not been possible to 
complete the work within this period.*’ 
And the reason given is: “ In the begin
ning, the displaced persons were slow 
in filing the claims and the period for 
receipt of claims had to be extended.”

Now. the question arises as to why 
it happened like that. I would say 
that this Bill had a very bad effect as 
soon as it was passed. The people 
wondered as to what they would do in 
these two years and this led them to 
believe that it was useless and a waste 
o f time to file claims. This thing was 
brought to the notice of the Ministry. 
The hon. Minister and we appealed to 
the disci aced oersons not to be anxious 
and told them that the Government 
wanted to give them an opportunity 
and that if no claims were forthcoming 
Government would not be able to take 
any action. Anyhow we tried to keep 
the people pacified for two or three 
months. When their attitude improved 
a little they restarted filing their 
claims. I had an idea that the verifica
tion work would be completed much 
earlier, but it has not been completed 
even to this date

While I respect and admire the hon. 
Minister. I beg to differ from him. Un
fortunately I cannot accept his plea 
that the work of verification could not 
be completed on account of non-avail- 
abiiity of qualified officers. I am of 
the opinion that it is and was not 
difficult to find three hundred or even 
six hundred officers in the country. I 
fail to understand what makes it diffi
cult to appoint these officers, when you; 
have got the funds. I had also suggest
ed that instead of Government paying 
the money themselves, the amount 
should be deducted from the compen
sation to be paid to the refugees. Is 
this work of verification so difficult 
that the Government could not find 
300 suitable persons in the whole of 
the country to tackle it?

Supposing that qualified persons are 
not available, there are the I.A.S. 
people and the Deputy Collectors, who 
could be given 3 months* or 6 months’ 
training and then put to work. You 
are, of course, more experienced and 
have more sympathy, but I do not at all 
believe that this work could not be 
finished earlier. It can be finished 
earlier. W hen'you fix a limit of two 
.vears, it means it is not going to be 
finished in two years. Similarly f 
you fix a limit of one year, it would 
not be finished in one year. I do not 
worry about that but when you say 
that you would be able to comolete it 
in four months, you should stick to it. 
If YOU pass a limit of one year once 
more, then “ the same wave of deiec- 
tion” will follow, and insDite of your ai  ̂
surance to them that Government is 
doing everything possible, they will 
feel dejected. We could with great 
difficulty oersuade them not to be de
lected and we told them that the hon 
Minister and the Government were 
doing everything in their power, and 
it took us two or three months to pacify 
them. If you pass a limit of one year 
once more, it wouM spread a greater 
wave of dejection. Three years had 
already passed, you have already taken 
two year.*; and now you are proposing 
to take one year more still. This would 
amount to a period of jsix years and I 
think that in six years, a new genera
tion will be ready.

We should act in a manner which 
benefits the people and does not cause 
them disappointment. The hon. Minis
ter can say that the work would be 
completed in four, six or eight months. 
Supposing you succeed in completing 
it in four or five months, you can then 
issue an ordinance to that effect. The
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President can issue such an ordinance. 
It is not an unsoluble problem. If you 
pass it and if you succeed, then the 
lakhs of peopie who have left property 
worth crores of rupees, would be much 
disappointed.

I admit that our Government have 
done and are doing their utmost to 
solve this problem. But I want that 
we should proceed in such a way that 
no harm comes to the refugees. The 
Government have spent Rs. U crores 
on this and have given loans amounting 
to 30 crores to the people. This comes 
to about Rs. 55 per head. There is no 
harm in floating a loan to increase this 
amount. I would repeat that we should 
not cause any harm to the refugees. If 
you proceed in this manner I woulti 
welcome the passage of the Bill and 
I wou].i withdraw my amendment. 
Your actions and policies should be 
directed towards the welfare of the 
unfortunate people who have had to 
migrate to this country.

5?’ 3TT?fr

^  ^ I ^

f  I ^  THT ^

5? ^  I .

^  I

Mr. Chairman: The point seems to be 
very simple— ^whether it ought to be six 
months or one .year. There seems to 
be a large body of opinion in favour of 
continuing this, but the only question 
is about the period. There does not 
seem to be much opposition. A lot of 
other work has to be done. Hon, Mem
bers will kindly bear it in mind.

Babu Ramnarayan Singh: The matter 
is very important.

i?o gnro 4
I ITT 3Tt^  ̂ %

|3Tr fsF 4  
^  ^  ^  r^ZTT-

^

^  ^
% arnf ^ , 3TT^ f  i

% T F S r f t - ^  A 3rT5f^

^  ^  ^  i 
^5T ^  ^  3nT5T^r 31^ ^d 'l

^ IV ^

^TTFft, ^
^  arfVaT|-»T «fr

nPT ^TPF ,̂ THT
3ft?: ^

a ftr 3TEW ^  I ^

^  (%^SrFTTn) ^  «IT
WTK 3TT  ̂^  i r ^  q r  5fi^ f  | F r f i i f

^bA'\4\ ^  ^  ^  ^  t  I

VT cTST'̂ rr ^ I
^  3T5?f €IH»f 3Tf^ ^

^  ^  ark ^

?f fT̂ n* % fspf^r ^  fa^ f|  ^ i f f
^  IV<4i I 3Tr^

WK %, 4iif^'f44> artr
In ^  f^ T T  ^RTT ^
^  ^  ?f ̂  ^  I IR*. ^

3T̂ * fn rr  ŝtrtt ^  a ̂

'd^ ^ l*T)

T̂RfT ^  W  ^
• ^  ^  ^  I

#3rnr% ^wiT

3̂THar ^  V9 0 fTR'R f
aiftr ^  iTff f^nr

^  'JTm ^  ^  ^
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[*Tf^ 3(TTo ]

w f w  TO ’T rdN %  % ^  %

^  T O K  ^  P i <i<T i

^  ^  ^  «ft
qf<^p0i % 3 IT ^  ^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^  ^  ^
^PTff% ^  ^  ^
% 3TR ^  I q fm < f  5f ^

^  ^  ^  I

T?: ^  ^  ^rnRT ^
^  3 1 ^1 - ^  ^  I

^  % ^2T ^
^  ^  ^  ̂ 't ^  TO ^  am
^  STRTT  ̂ ^  IPTT ^1* rThft ^  *t»^
|3TT I W T # t f  ^  ^  ' T f ^

3TR f  %  TO ^  ^  ^  »nn 
3^T <4̂ 1 PfJl TO ^

T ^  3 ftr 3 f ^  3f;55?]-|^i:qT

^  T ^  q I dl" ^  qT^ ^  T̂Rf ^

*rf 'T t^  ?T W n T  ^  3 f k  ^

ITF55 ^  T?: ?T =5ftW  f  I ^  #

^  ^  3 rrr ^  ^fr^

^ h: I 3 r r T ^ ^ = 5 f N n T

J T T ^  ^ T  t  I a m  ^

MMHT «r^Rt I arrr ^  anr#

?FT^ ^  +<n7 *̂ lf̂ *J I

W  ^1- %  W R  3 m  5fft ^  T O

^  a m  ^  ( s l e e p 

i n g  d o s e )  %5fV ^nff4" i ^  ^  ^

^  ^  ^  ^ « N  ^  3 ftr a m  a n r n T .

% »ft^ ^  ^  I ^  H+in f*rCRT

-̂*f WT ^  TO TO^ ^
ItoT? T^ <T ? 3RT ^  *̂ «T>ln TOT 

qFTT®r %  P k H  T o  I  ^  T T ^ h r  

^  fTORT ^ I TOT TO % TOTO 

fijrni ^TH ^  ?ft TO ^  VBTHITT
ftm  ’^nf^  ^  aftr t o

TO^ W F f TOR % TO“̂  ^
^ ' t  «ft I

^*wftf «nft ^o  <fto 4r )

T̂ C ^R T ^TO TO W  ^  TfT f  I

m(w  ^ o *n ro  : jp ft ^
5f 3PR TOR ^  ^  ^  ^

^ I ^  TO- ^  9W M IT  i  I
TO % #  sR^rrlrot % «iTt

t  I 3T ^  TO ^  ^ * r  t  
TOT ^  TOTO #  f r o r
TO ^  ^  TOhTR'i r ^ frorr

=^Tf^ I vy ^  ^
TOt (psychological)
^Tn T ^^  TOTO fhTTnf 3TV̂  TOFiT
aftr ^  ^ ^ r i ^r,Tif

^  t  I

•ft ^o  ^ o  TO : ^  TOTO

*T^ afh: I

«ififf f^oarrro ^ n W t: A ^  ®fft
TOt#5rrfn‘^  % T^^r g I TO’ ^  

TOTO f^TTO T̂T̂  T^ 3Th: TO ^

TOFT ^  T^^ I f r o

5R5f ^  ^  ^  A

T̂ 5T^

%  T O T  ^  »T?ft ^ 't  ^  ^  «rr f v

ar̂ rt ^  TO % f ‘̂^?fTa:

f t  t  • ^>^'r F̂Tg»Tr f ^

TO ^  ^  ar^^ ?ftf^ fTOTP<d
^  T O f t  =5n f ^  I ^  3iT T « r i^

TOf a m  |ll[ f  TO ^  ^̂ HTT ^ s ? r  
^  ^̂ TnT ^  atfVr TOf^ *r»̂ «*̂  ^  TOTT 

f  f %  ^  T O  ^  ^  T O H T ^ T O ^ ^ ^  I 

^  5 : ^  ^  *FT a r w  5  a f tT  5 *rr^

^  ^  ^  ^ I ^  TO ^t*T TO  

'<RTt ^  afV?; 5*̂  TO ^*ri ^  TO W
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I 3R T  a rfkv  ^

^  I

^  r̂?7i7 ^i^dr ^ ^

’jft ^ * ff  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  
f w  ^  ^  ^TjFffR

fsrr f ^ r  ^  i %
ŝrnr ^̂ rnr t̂rt afh: ^

^  W  n "̂t I

^(t 3TTT ^  (Inter
national )  ̂ tTcp tot?:

% 3ĥ  Tr 2ft ^  ^  ^ w r  
^  fn**rW ̂  '̂ *1< ^  % Hd ̂  f̂ ’ r̂Rft

^  vi^is ^
% ^ r  i\  ^n a^ ^  ^  ^
3tV̂  tt̂  iTTn’jf ^

^  ^rnr, ^  ^ r  ^  arrf%^ r̂fn’ 3fV̂

^ i i  ^  ^  ^  ? 
^  ^  !T^’ 3TN % T^ Tfr f

^  3t«t zî  ^ ^

h T ^  ? n r  sTRrrf^' qr ̂ 1- ^  
^  't* 

T̂ r f  I 3rnr> ifkm (Gove
rnment of India) f̂ft ^
•̂ •f =5|T̂ 't t  ^   ̂ ^ ^
^ftf 3TT̂  3Tr̂ W 'ddl f̂+H"
A ^  ■̂ l âT g iV

2̂TT ^  ^  ^T^FR
% 3ftr ^iW5!: % 3?^* ^

(taxpayer) 
%, TO* ^  *TR ftl»

^  t» ^  

t ,  35TT ^  t ,  ^  =FT jTT g;rr 
n̂  ̂ I ilW ?ft ^

38 P.S.D.

«ft, ^̂ rr m̂r

^r ^  ^  T f^ ^ w r ^
t|, OT ^  ^  ?r ^

3t1t  ^̂ TT n ^  1% 5r^TT ^
^  ^  JXKt̂  f  ^  ^  ^  aflr
^  T f^  t  ^ 4  f^ ^ ’T
% wrm ;3n- % 3t;̂  3fcqT^ ^ ar^f^^ 
^  ®2T^^TT ^  I

^  ĤT ^  f   ̂ arrfer *̂rr̂
^  5TfTT<C5t^^f
% T^’T f  3fk  Tn f^^fr sTfrn: ^  
^  n f  I 2rrr<T̂  >nf
^  f , ^  ^ r

t |  t  ^

%Tt n^ t  • ^  f
W  t  ^

l<^K ^  T̂ZRr 3r̂ ft <̂1 
^ r  T̂!Ft t  I
fCT jt4, 3TJft
q^ 3̂ f̂?:r |, ^  ^ r  ^ -t %
^  3ftr 3TNiiW<Tr
t, qift ^n T€ ^r fe^RT ^

^  ^»TRr ^ ^ \  f3rr f*?%qT i 
^  ^  3T5ft >r̂ T n|r |, afjr
^  ^  t» ^  

T O I ,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 3 r 4 t  
^  n|f q-RF t ,  3T̂  ^  arrr
#  afrr ^ ? m  t . ^  3r<rr<

^  3rrr ^rrar ^?r# aftr 
fn fr  ^  3rnr 

WT ^  ^RT^ sr^r^ ’Tf^ ^r 
t  I f̂t ^  ^  ^
^ r  ^srmr f f m  % ^ c^ «r 

^  ^  t ,

3ftr ^

3R" ^  Mlf+WI^
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[  T fer T][o srnco ]

% T̂PT ^  ^  ^*110
^  w r t ,  3ftr

^  3PTT ^  ^  §«^H d %

^  ^  t  ^  ^  anR fto ^

^  T € f ^ -  ^  t

f% ^  *i^«i '3T?̂  ^  ̂  ^  '5THT
I ^  3TTT %

+^^(l f% ^  f̂n* ^  ^  STTT ^  %
WF\ ^*r sftr ^  % f^q"

3 1 ^  i j 3 n f ^  t  ^  ^
<. n̂i srnrr ^ 3^  ^  q i« i ^

^  ^  «*^NI W ^  I STFnT t  q K

^  f^rr ^qpfl, ^

s n f^ t  W f  ^  STFiT 3TT%ZTHr I
3 R ^  3TRT  ̂ ^  ^  ^  ^

^  STpft ̂  '5pi^ q7̂  ;sr^ %

^  ^  f^=M« «̂ l̂ < R>iil THTT
^  q r  ^  ^  I

sftr ^ ^ R efT F C , ^n^nr

^  t  ^  ^  ^
^  ^  3F^ #  ?Tw ^  ^  5fft ir^
^  ?ft

^  ^  p̂nrf^r^ n |f
^  3ftr

^  ^  ■4'M»i ^  '*TTT TRT T̂*T
3ftr ^  2TT dl" 3FFT ^  % n̂’

^  ^>iT ^  ^  ^  t* 3ftr
tv  ^  ^  ^TT  ̂^TIT ^
^  3 T ^  ^anf -̂vai ^  ?ff)r ^  1 ^

^  3TRT ^ ^  ĴTT ? '4̂ <vC(

% 3ITO ^  I

^  FiPft : ^  ^  f^RT^ yIsTT

1̂ 0 3nr» ? n ^  : ^^rrft ^  
^  ^ * r  'TT ^  t w

^5in%t I

r̂Y*TFT %TT 
^ t  ^  am  ^  ^  f ;
^  ^  ^  «ft ĉ TPft ^  3FR varrfW r 

■^^1̂  t» ^  ^  +g^li fV  ^  ^ i P q ^ r  

n ^  f  I

ĉ TFft 3ft

1̂ 0 3TTTo STTF  ̂ : ^TT tTcT ^  

(F in a n ce  M in i
s try ) % % ^  ^  t w  % ^
^  ^  *T><.di ^ 3fVr ?nr^ «r* <,dT ^ j

^  ^  ^  d H f ^ c i i ’ii 
^  ^  I ?Tf ^

iT3nf¥irT ^  ^  t  ^  ^
^  ^ 414 I ^  ^
^  srrr % ^q- #  ^
^ ^  ti'Hi ^<ir (
ip n f^ w  ^  ^  ^  ^ <+ 1 <
^  «T>ti«4 ^ fV  ^  ^  STRT ^  f^r^ ^

^  ^  <1̂ 1 ^ ^ sftr ^
^rrft ^FTf% ^  3TT^^ ^  f̂ 2TT 
I  I W ( ^  ^  TK ^  ^
PiHdHF ^  I ^  ^  ^
^ artr ^ fV  ^<+R ^  ^

#  a m t  ^  sr^tr
«t>̂ nl ^  ^  ^
^ ^  ^  ^
+ r̂iT -qi^ai ^ 1  ^  Wf{
% T̂PT Pi^<^ +^^if IV  ^  spxrtr^fhr 

IH4H ^ fFT^ ^  ^  ^ ^  %“
'yf<4 ^  ^  ^  5nr^ fV̂ TT

^T ^  I ’*ft V t f  t  ^

«rrf^ fNhr % ^
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^  3 fk  OT ^  q r
^ tr  ^  ŜTR aftr OT

5frr ^  ?T ^

=^rf^ I vYfTW

STTTR ^  f f ,  ^  ^3TT^ ^

^  ^  11  ^  q r fq ^ ?r

q arrf ^  'TTf 3RT ^ ?

% HM r̂T '^iP+WH 
% ’ TR ^  ^  ĵfPT, 3Ttr
3nTT 3TF3f STxTT^^hr ^  ^  ni l̂
^  i  €\ ^

3Rrd^^ft^ ^  TRr ^ r f^ ,
^3PE^-

sfiT Pi<^^^ldl % ‘T'H ^  3hx 

^  ^r ir^ t  5nrr ^ j m

^  WW[ ^  'd'allf^ ^  ^5  ̂ I ’CT ^ 
^  t  I ^  ^  O'T*'! ^  

^"t^T ^  t  ^  ^nfewPT ^

^  "jl̂ id ^  Ml  ̂ ^  3T^ ^
a fk  3FTT ^ <4>-| <

-Hlw ^  P̂TZT - 1̂̂  ^  ^
^  t ?  ^

t  I ^  ^Tff t  4 ‘

am  % f^T%^ 3TFT ^  ^
5TP1% ^  M + K 5¥T 5T^
^  ^  =^T^ t  I TT

% T̂T̂  t% ^  ĵrRq’ 3j1t 3TTT %
^  t  ^  ^  ^  ^3TT^

3t\t ^  r̂nr ^  ^ sAr
?pT fTT^ f  3ftr ^  ^

3TTT ^ SR’ rRT f̂ RTT ^ 3t1t  P*!̂  %
^  fk H  #  ^nsfii sft t .  ^

^  cTT̂  fdf^ ̂  «M I ^  3(1t

^ ^ 3 ftT 3 T P t%  flyq’ ST^ ^
T f ^  I ^  ^  ^  THT
% ^  f r f ^  ^

aftr ^  T̂TH’ ^

(satisfy)
’TTfe^TPT

^ ra rrr  ^  ^  ^  ^

5HT^ ^ 1  ^  ^  ^  ^

«ftfT ^3TTf^^ 3TR  ?TT ^

?TT ^  ^  I «ftfT ^  ^  ?

3i1t  ^  ^ i% '*Trf ^  ^
T̂FTt, MlP+WK ^<+K  ^  ^  

^  ?Tfr I ^  ^3TT^ ^  ^

TTFT aPrTT^ftiT f ^ ^ f f  ^  
% t  2TT 3Tjf%^, TniT q^irm"

^iNl % ^  9l®̂  ^r? 3TT̂  ^ i% '3RT
^  ^  ^  % 3|t|^

3 T ^  ^Tf^ t ’jf, 2irwfiT
5PTFTT ^  ^ ? r f f f >  1 ^
?T ^  %  P̂T2T ^  a rk  f^ r n i

T̂R" T f  I ^  ff?5TlV, ?T̂

( extreme ) wr |, qr
^ ^   ̂'»n<  ̂ ^
^  ^  ^  ̂  ̂ -̂hPti

p r ^  ^  ^  ^  3TR t ,  ^

^r3TT a r m  ^  3 (k  ^  fR- ^

=^rf^ I 5T' mP+MK r̂ p̂tt 

^  ift arqpft ^  3Tf f?T%^
^>W =^7^ w  5R^ TT 
ar^TfR ^  3fh: p r f t  ^ q'^P^d
^rt^ ^  ^ ® M <. *t><  ̂ ^TT  ̂ %■

5T% I A a^q^

^m̂ <v>>\<A ^  «FT

g ^  ^  

a ^  ^nf%  % 3TT^ ^nrnr ^

^  I * n r  ^

^ r w  = ^ T ^  ^11
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[  3rT\o ]

^  ( r e c i p r o c a l

t r e a t m e n t  )  ^  ^  arr |  I

3RT2: ^  TO ^  MlP+WH

’ TFT ^  H 1 + K  ^  ^

ip R H  % ^  t
SFHT #  ^  ^  =?nf^ I
3TT̂  3Ri <rt;̂ ^̂  T̂w rrgft % %

f t  WJVJl ^  ^  t

9RŶ  ^  ?T ^  ^  t  I ^

5R^ ^  r^HSRT ^TT# % ^
^  Sr t u ^  ^  ^
3Rt7T 5FT5TT s fk  ^  ^  #

^ r r f^ , sF^TPft

% 5T% 3P]t; ^  >d<;i<.dl 3 ^  ?3TT ^  '̂ TT̂  

3 R fer  t  ^  ^  % 5T^,
I^FT ^  ^  ^nrr ^  s ftr

^  3 T T ^  |3TT t ,  3F?TT^

^  1 1

^zrnr% tt

^  ^  3TPPTT fti ^
^  ^n̂ FTT m f+W M  ^  W5T
3 ftr  ^  % 3>TT ^  «r)51l TI%

*T f% 3PT^ 'd»M < ^t5rr ^  ^  I zrf^

^  3TH fa ?T ^  ^  ^  €\ w  ^

^  ^^TT ^  ftp 5ft t  ^  ^

#  t  •

?T q ^  ^  iF tI  

^T % TT̂  ^  ^  ^ftf I

^  ■«ri<i ^  «ft^

ift^ ^ I ^ ^
T ^  f  ^  ^TOf WK ^

% ^  ^ 5T ^  1TR5TT % %
^  *T5 I

(English translation of the above 
speech)

Pandit A. R. Shastri (Azamgarh 
Distt.— East cum Ballia Distt.—^West): 
Sir, I would like to submit a few words 
to the hon. Minister for whom I have 
great affection. While my brother 
Lala Achint Ram has resj)ect, I have 
affection for him.

The Minister of State for Finance 
(Shri Tyafi )̂: Not affectionate.......

Afr. Chairman: The point seems to 
be very simple— whether it ought to 
be six months or one year. There 
seems to be a large body of opinion in 
favour of continuing this, but the only 
question is about the period. There 
does not seem to be much opposition. 
A lot of other work has to be done. 
Hon. Members wiU kindly bear it m 
mind.

Babu Ramuarayan Singh: The matter 
is very important.

Pandit A. R. Shastri: That I said 
in Hindi. I have risen to speak on this 
simple subject because like the lacs 
of refugees coming from the West 
Punjab I also consider myself to be a 
displaced person. I am a life member 
as also the Vice-President of the Ser
vants of the People Society founded 
by the late Lala Lajpat Rai. Rajrishi 
Tandanji is the President. I feel a 
sense of pleasure and pride in saying 
that among the life-members of this 
society are also my hon. friends Shri 
Lai Bahadur Shastri, the Railway 
Minister, Pandit Lingaraj, Lala Achint 
Ram, Shri Harihar Nath Shastri, Shri 
Balwant Rai Mehta and Shri Purushot- 
tam Das Tandan who, as I said, is also 
the President. Formerly the head
quarters of the said society were at 
Lahore but now they are not. The late 
Lalaji’s statue also is not there. We 
do not find there Lalaji HaU either. All 
these things pinch the heart. When 
such issues are before us, it becomes 
the duty of the Cabinet as also of the 
Government to consider them with al!i 
the sjrmpathy they deserve—the kind 
of sympathy with which the blind 
poet Surdas described the agony of the 
Gopis in separation of Lord Krishna. 
Unless such problems n̂ -e ronsidf"*ed 
with utter cool-mindedness and extreme 
sympathy, they are not likely to be 
solved. The difficulty is that whenever 
any question of this tjrpe is brought 
forth it is hushed up on the pretext 
that it encourages communal mentality. 
This makes confusion worse confound
ed.



Although, Sir, I am not weU ac
quainted with the circumstances mat 
led to seventy houses bemg demoUshed 
and about which Shri Thakur Das 
Bhargava expressed extreme sorrow, i  
do not quite understand why these 
houses were demolished. It was but  ̂
natural that these seventy ./ a m ^ s  
wanted to settle in close vicmity. The 
reason is not very difficult to ui^er- 
stand. They have suffered all sort of 
troubles together and now they want 
to resettle together. It is, no doubt, a 
very good idea. It may be that their 
rehabilitation at some other place suits 
your convenience but not theirs. They,

, on the other hand, experience much 
inconvenience on this account. They 
have already once left behind their 
homes and lost their aU. Under such 
circumstances wiU it not be undesir
able to remove them again from one 
place to another? It is Uke your 
complaining of your sleep being dis
turbed when I groan with pain on 
account of my shoe pinching me. You 
do not like to hear the sufferers m o ^ . 
You should have some sympathy wim 
them. If your ears do not like the 
cries of the sufferers, then I would 
vise you to have them treated. The 
sooner it is done, the better. If your 
sleep is disturbed on account of the 
cries of the sufferers you would do well 
to take some sort of sleeping dose so 
that you may enjoy sound sleep. Were 
the demolished houses marring in any 
way the beauty of thaft locality? If 
the reason for their demolition was 
other than this, it is clear beyond 
doubt that so much public money has 
gone waste. If their houses were to 
be demolished at all, they ought to 
have been paid due compensation for 
that and provided with alternative ac
commodation elsewhere.

Shri A. P. Jain: Water-works is being 
constructed at that site.

Pandit A. R. Shastri: I am grateful 
to the hon. Minister for having clari
fied the position. I am glad to learn 
that he has S3mnpathy for the displaced 
persons. Now I would sa.v that if such 
were the circumstances in which these 
houses had to be demolished then cer
tain psychological factors should have 
been taken into consideration. These 
things have a great psychological bear
ing— I mean the conditions in which 
houses are demolished or constructed.

Shri A. P. Jain: Those were hlthy 
and kuccha houses.

Pandit A. R. ShasM: I am only 
taking the psychological aspect of tlie 
question. Their houses were demolish
ed without providing for alternative

a ccom m od a tion . W h ile  r e p ly in g  to a
question in regard to this subj^t yes
terday, the hon. Mimster had saj^ 
that no definite poUcy was a d o p ^  
so far in that connectwn. I say s o ^  
policy must be adopted. It is 
duty, nay human du ty , towards 
distressed feUows who having s u ff^ d  
untold miseries at their homes ^ d  
have taken shelter in this c o u n ^ , t^at 
we extend to them every possible help. 
They all are like our brothers and we 
should do every service to them, ^ t  
there be some definite po^cy in tois 
respect. If this requires sufficient time, 
then we could take some mtenm mea- 
su reslo  as to give them relief f^^toe

w Sle ^rm ulating it^due co°^dw ation

Is this your international justice that 
when two countries emerge as inde
pendent countries on the basis of a 
mutual agreement, then one indepen
dent country drives away a part of its 
population from its territory and also 
seizes their properties. The displaced 
persons seek asylum in the other inde
pendent c o u n tr y .  Now is it in accord
ance with the international laws that 
the losses suffered by these displaced 
persons in one country should be made 
good by the people of the other coun
try? I do not for a moment mean to 
oppose any aid being given or pro
posed to be given to the displaced per
sons by the Government of India. Let 
the Government give them what they 
want; I am not taking exception to 
that. What I want to ask is whether 
our Government would not claim from 
the other country or the tax payers 
thereof the compensation for the loss
es that the displaced persons coming 
from there have had to suffer. It is 
in the fitness of things that such a 
claim is made. When Mahatma Gandh! 
toured Noakhali he sincerely felt that 
everybody should be allowed to reside 
where he had originally been living . 
and that he should not be compelled in 
any case to leave his native land. He 
was afraid lest we should discard the 
poor and treat a section of our popula
tion cruelly and unfairly simply be
cause of their religion. After all they 
are our brothers and, therefore, we 
should see that they do not suffer on 
any account. The plight of the dis
placed persons from Pakistan is not 
unknown to us. We all know in what 
miserable conditions they are living at 
present They have been deprived of 
all their belongings in Pakistan. It 
remains to be seen now whether or 
not the pLedge that we made about
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[Pandit A. R. Shastri] 
two years back is honoured. That 
pledge has not yet been fulfilled. It 
calls for strict and solid action being 
taken. Only in that case can they be
lieve that they would get compensation 
for their heavy losses. Their wounds 
are still unhealed and the passage of 
time cannot but make them still more 
deep. Now you are extending the 
period by one more year. If time is 
allowed to be extended in this way, it 
is likely to do more harm than good. 
If this issue is put in cold storage, 
the Government will cease to feel its 
responsibility towards these displaced 
persons considering that it would be 
vain to claim any compensation from 
Pakistan, she having turned a deaf ear 
to what it says. In that case things 
will worsen. It is, therefore, of utmost 
urgency that we solve this problem be
fore long. I would submit that the 
demand for the payment of compensa
tion should immediately be acceded 
to. Real compensation would be that 
all the displaced persons are rehabilita
ted in their own homes. In this con
nection I quote an Urdu couplet which 
says:

‘‘I am reminded of those golden
days of the past,

Of those bushes in the garden
and of my lovely abode.”

The real rehabilitation, therefore, would 
be to rehabilitate them in their homes 
from where they have been uprooted. 
The Government of India can deserve 
to be a Government worth the name 
only when it succeeds in doing so. The 
due compensation wouW be nothing 
short o f this. It is not the way that 
Shri Deshmukh or Shri Tyagi are bur
dened with the responsibility of pay
ing compensation to the displaced per
sons and they having collected gold 
and silver from this country make 
such payments. This should not lead 
them to think that they have turned 
the corner, for this would not be a 
real compensation. The point is that 
something should be done with respect 
to the properties left behind by the 
displaced persons in Pakistan. The 
need of the hour is that we make 
Pakistan pay us compensation in full 
for the properties left behind in Pakis
tan.

Shri Tyagi: But whose gold and 
silver have we taken?

Pandit A. R. Shastri: You have taken 
gold and silver from thousands of tax
payers in this country in the form ol 
taxes. If the compensation is sought 
to be paid from the monies so realised 
in the form of taxes, then I would say

this is not the proper way of giving 
compensation.

Ch. Banbir Singh (Rohtak): ly a g iji 
does not practise tyag.

Pandit A. R. Shastri: I was referring 
to the Finance Ministry. It is that 
Ministry which realises taxes and if 
it uses that money for the purpose of 
giving compensation, I think it would 
not be a proper thing. Is it proper 
that for »the purpose of giving com
pensation to some persons you realise 
money from others? It would not 
amount to the proper utilisation of the 
money collected by taxation. The Gov
ernment, on the contrairy, should realise 
compensation from the Government of 
that country from which these unfortu
nate persons have been driven out 
after having been deprived of all their 
properties and other belongings. This 
question should be considered at Gov
ernmental level. When I demand of 
the Government to do its best to see 
that full compensation is paid by the 
other Government, I do not say so .n 
a Napoleanic vein. My humble sug
gestion is that this issue be sought to 
be tackled in accordance with the pro
visions of the international law. Is 
it justice that p^p le  of one country 
having been deprived of their proper
ties etc., are driven out of the country 
and that country is not even asked 
to restore those properties or to give 
compensation to the displaced persons? 
We know that even in wars—wars 
with Germany and wars with Japan 
etc,— the defeated countries were made 
to pay war reparations. When such 
things can happen in wars why can 
we not compel the Pakistan Govern
ment in this case to repay every pie 
of our loss? Let us ask Pakistan to 
give compensation under the inter
national law and usage. In case there 
be no such international law, one 
should be enacted by the internatioua’i 
organisation by which freedom and 
security be guaranteed to those people 
whose governments are out to drive 
them out of the countries. The only 
way to save people from disaster and 
ruination is to ask the Pakistan Gov
ernment to give full compensation. If 
Pakistan asks for some time for this 
purpose, we do not mind granting them 
one year or say one and a half years 
even. I beg of you not to delay action 
in this connection for this would only 
caruse people’s enthusiasm to wane. 
What is more, with the passage of time, 
the Government, too, would find itself 
less inclined to take any prompt action. 
The extension of time, therefore, would 
hamper the progress that you have 

•been achieving so far and for which



you have been receiving congratuJiations 
from all quarters. In view of these 
things I extend my full support to the 
amendment moved by Lala Achint 
Ram and request the Government to 
•consolidate all the claims at an earlv 
date and take prompt action to have 
full payment made by the Pakistan 
Government against these claims. Let 
not the Government seek to satisfy the 
claimants by paying a little compensa
tion from its own exchequer and say 
that that is ali it can do. Let the 
Government not ask the displaced per
sons to be contented with what little 
they are in a position to give on the 
pr:.'text that Pakistan Government is 
not willing to pay a single pe'nny to
wards the compensation. I do not 
know whether or not my demand 
in accord?>nce with international prac
tice and usage, but I do recollect 
Mahatma Gandhi’s words that unless 
these displaced persons were resettled 
in their old homes, the rehabilitation 
problem would not be solved. I am 
afraid lest our enthusiasm should cool 
down with the passage of time. Al
though this demand is an extreme one,
I fully support it and wish that the 
properties left behind by our brethren 
ii- Pakistan must be evaluated and 
payments made accordingly. I would 
also take this opportunity of sub
mitting to the Pakistan Government 
through our Government, that they 
should give due consideration to this 
issue and accede to our most justifi
able demand thereby doing justice to 
humanity. I am a whole-hearted sup
porter of cur national leader Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru’s policy which says 
that we should seek to solve all the 
issues by sincere and peaceful means.
1 would, however, suggest that such 
issues cannot be treated as ordinary 
ones. Then the international justice 
provides for reciprocal treatment. We 
are not to show our helplessness in 
solving this problem simply because 
Pakistan does not seem to accede to 
■our demand. Let us not hesitate in 
employing other means available to us 
for making Pakistan accede to our 
demand. It is the international state
ments which are the cause of the war 
in Korea and elsewhere. Let us, 
therefore, not hesitate to adopt all 
available international sources in order 
to get this matter settled. Let us not 
forget that if we show any signs of 
weakness and generosity in our treat- 
Tnent with those who are unjust it 
would prove fatal to those who have 
t>een deprived of everything. There
fore, 1 would appeal to the Govern
ment in the name of justice and fair- 
play to draw Pakistan Government’s 
attention to this question of compensa

tion. Let our Government also make

Pakistan share the burden of compen
sation.

In the end, I beg to be excused for 
saying anj^thing improper, if at all 
I have done so. I hope you would not 
mind it, considering that I have a deep 
wound on my heart. I am reminded 
of a couplet:

‘ ‘Unless it be through the 
mouth of a wound Ct is difficult 
to communicate with you.”

In the same way I am not speaking 
from my mouth— it is the sore on my 
heart that is giving expression to its 
anguish. I have no desire whatsoever 
to create difficulties.

^  ^  t  • ^  ^

^  ^
^  g afh: ^  i

^  teqrafhg- % ^

t  ^  ^
% ^  I ^  I  %

^  t  ^  ^  f  ^ arrtrnr
f  I ^  f  ‘ ^  I

^  ^  I  ^

% ^  t  ^  ^
w fft i  ^  t  w p : ^  3rT?Tf
armpT 11

^  t  ^  ^  ^  ftr
^  ^  ̂  ^  arw t  ^  %

^ ^  ^  (compensa
tion)
% a m  ^  ^  ^  I arrsr ^  arr̂ rr ^  
TTFT ^  ^  1 1  ^  ^  ^

w  aftr fe jR T  1 
^  ^  ^  ^



^  ^  ^  ^  ^  p :  t , 
^smr^ ’Tir+'WH ^  ^

«TR t ,  ^  ̂  i W R T  I fRT

^rR% ^ 1% 3TTT % T̂FTT
^  3rnr ^ ^T^^

#■ ^  ^  ^ 5 ^  I ^  ^

^  ^  ŜTPTT ^  I

t  %  ^
afhc ^TOT ^  T O , ^  ^
^  ^  M«^ll I ̂ IV»1 '3R'

fil̂ «< ^  f  f% ^
^nRT% t' f% ^  ^  *^i*i«i ^

^  5̂F5T 3 r f^

^  ŜTTJT, ^  OT ^

^  F̂T: % 3TPT ^  I  ?

3RT 3ITT ̂  ^rr^ ^  ^
arrr s t r  ̂  f̂t«FT ^  | f w r f
5?rT# WJ I a m  = ^  TR^  % 3 F ^  

3Fr*T ^  •̂T»di t  ^  ^T^t# % 3 P ^

^  =^Tf^ ^5pff^ f r ^ ^  
^ i N r r r t ^  f ^ t i  s n r r ^
% ^  3rrr ^  ^  ^  f ^

^  STTT 3frt ^  ^TT Hr.^ «<dw1

g ĥtkt ^  I I*TT̂  fir^
? p r o  f%I w  5TfT ^
^  3Tk 3 r f^  TPT ^  ^
^  ^TFT̂  % ^  ^rfip^ f  r>1a»i1

I ^  r * W  S TfT ^  ^  ^  «ldiMi 

^  r«l<rJW ^p5^ I  I ^  ^

^  ^  ^  t»
f e ^  ^  fo^rf^nff % T̂PT ^

5 T ^  ^  w  t  ^  ^  I  •
3R^ ^ 5 r+iPitd^

^  ^  f w  t  ^
^ t| |  I ^  ^

^  % ^.'TT ^  t |  t  I ^  t

^  t  ^  JT̂  ^  5t?fT

t  ^sfk^ 3RT ̂  ^  q f< f^ n r
5^55TTf m  I  I

A 3rrr ^ r̂f?;7r ^ 't f  ftr ^

^  ^  ^  5|ft irnKiT
# t f  ^  arnrr p i T

^  *f^T f  3tt 11 TT ;f ^  ^
^  ^'t f r ^ ’ 5 ^

(cancer) ^  Tfr f  afhc ^
^^Tw fqrq-fT f 3rrt I ^  arh^ ^

^ViTK 'ri^ f ,  ^  T̂TIT r̂?:  ̂^F5T
n |lr I  I OT % q w  ^  ^  n*^ 
^ I f^ *  ^  TfT ^
f¥ rpf % qit^ <̂.*T*K ^  Hllcti ^Irfl
f  I A ^ ^  ^  3m  ^  ^ «ft§T 
Am  f ^ ,  srh: ^  ^  ^  #  o t  ^

^  ^  'T ^  I ^

3fh: 5^ n^ = ^ 4  I ipT p iT  
5pT |3n ^  % ^̂ 5TFT TO
3Tiir ^   ̂ ^  % ^n-
^  fipsrr ^  ^

^  4  ^ ^n r ^  1̂"
% ^rn?T ^  W  I aT^ ^  JT̂

f^FFrr n^t t ,  ^  f  I 3TTir
1  ̂ Ml^ T̂RTV ^ I

^  t ’ f*r
T̂TT̂  ^  = ^  ^ ^ !T

^  ^<+l'< ^  ^ 1  ^
w i m  s ^  3rrqr ^  ^w^l" i 

oT^ fr«?ft^ ^  ^nr ^  ^
^ I Z\  ̂ ^ci* I  I i^Tfct 
t  «̂T ^ 'Tf^ ft^'t'B
ferr, 3T3T fr^t^ ^
=«nf^ I ̂  ^  r̂nr arrr w
^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^

t  * ^  ^  ^
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^  1̂% ^  ^  ̂3TT̂
% 'T»g<rV I ^

t̂ F wr̂  i  I ^  ^
^  t  I ^  ^

fer ^   ̂5 |TT ̂  I ^
TT

IT^ |3TT I #  #  ^

^  ^  tTt^ T  t §  f q  #5
|TT ?f ? ŷap̂ 'V ^  ^  <6fiT^

f f  5ift I 
f  ^  ^  «ff I

^  ^  p r r  ^  #5 flT I ,  ;j?f

^  ^  f  ^  ^  ^  
^ T  ^  -;|f I ^  ^  i i  fcT I  I

^  ^ftf fr^l«lI^'J’̂ *  ^r 
'̂\ ^  ^  ^  -r|f 3T7̂  I

ir̂  amnTfV 3rn?> (irony o f  fate) 
f^ *  ^  3n?»Ri’«TTn 

^  «rr, ^FT <nPT ^̂ JTT ^  #5

3TFT IFTf 'TT #5r
f^qr I ^ f¥ n  fjTn ^  3TTrW<̂ T̂Tn

qr, =3TT̂  ̂ *4 Try

^  3rrT ^ fT^n^Hrid^'’ % STTT

n ̂  t  I ^  ^  arra- #‘
^  ^  ts  ̂ g-ff ^
^mT5n^ 3TT# f  I fej'-T % %

^  I m x  ^  % ?TT-T % ®

WTT f ^  T̂PT ^  ^  ^  I
a^R n fsrr ^  ^  ^

1
ipr ir^ ^ - : r  | ^rrr ^
Vtf^PT I fjlQ"^ ^  3TFT +^M 

in^T^T^^'loT^TTW I 
ITT̂

5TTOf (Evacuee property) 
fi^^r^dV ^5fm t I ^  f^TT^ #*

^  ^  ^T% -qi^oV ^  I ^

^  w fe c  ^rr  ̂ # = 3̂̂  #
^  ̂  ( pool) 

f e r  ^  ^  ^  ^  3r4if<d^

(authority) % ^  ^
^  ^  # ;5Tf^ 3t^  ̂TR ^  %
?rnT wTa f f  I >d«̂ *»i ^  
f ^  I ^  = ^ 5 ra "

 ̂ ^  ^  ’T̂ FK f, ^
*i'T>in 3rr̂  TTsr %■ ^  ^  ^
artr ^TT^ ^  T^ ^ I w r  n i^
^  '̂t ^ ^  3T̂  TO- ^  t? ^
cTT^ %  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^THn'r ^  ^  I

^  % VRT̂ YiTTn ^  ^FRf 3TT ^ t i  
^  ^  %  i T ^ n  W m

W ^  fe" ^ T  ^

I I # ^-:jt f  f¥ arrq-
^rnrf f^ s?^  f  I a n fw #
(claims officers) ^
3Tf%n' TT«T ^  ^  I ^

#  ^  ■’ft f ^  wRTnraf 7?9Rft ^
^  ^  (tl^«t> l̂?T +-Hdt ^  ^ H <  «f»ll^ 

^  4 t  I 3nR arrr ^  ^
1% f 3 T T ^ 4 t  dl" ^  ^
^  ^  I 3T^ ^ T m  ^^rr \ o o  

=^4^, 3T̂  f% ^if^V
3nr ^  ............

«ft<To ;#;t : ^
g;^*r =^T^T ^ 3rrr ^  iV ^
3TFT ^ r<.+^’‘SRln ^  3 ^  ^

3nT)?f^ ^  +Î Rr><̂ o %
^  STTT ^  W r TT4 I?

*̂VR5f! spr^TRt :

TO' ^  (applications)



3 n f «ff ^  #  3T5# 3TR I 3PR  

ĉTT ^  3T^ 3TT̂ *ft

3 T F T ^ ^ T  ^  f c | M ^  ^
= ^  I t ?  ^  ^  I 3 R  

W T  3TS# 3TT^ ?r^ f  f^?T ^

% 5 F ^ r  3Ti^ ^  I 3 nTT ^  3fTT tT

3 T ^  \K\<\ 'TTO’ ^

^  ^  ^ 3 r 5 # 3 T r ^  
'5T7% I ^ ^ 0  ^Tcf ^  ^ iV  ^  

=̂5̂  ^  ^
^3rrr ^ .................. (appoint
ment) n^ ........

y  ^ o  qto ^  ^  4 ‘

a m  ^  ̂ r ? :^  g  I ^  atrrr ^

3TT^^ OT % ^
% 3p=^ ^  ^  ^

I

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. I would 
like the przpctice to develop where 
hon. Members address each other only 
in the third person.

fT O R t : n  ^  3T^ %
arrr %  f  a m  %

f% arrr^d^d^ ^  ^

t ’ ^  ^  ^  ^  11 apTr^dHd

^  (posting) ^
f t  t  I ^ a ’ f ,

TOT̂  STTTis: t I ^
f W t  a m  ^  T T ^ - ^  I ^•

^  I ^  ^  ^  q*?:  ̂ %

3 R ^  (urgency) n|f f, ^
Ir 5 T ^ n  ^  ^  ^  ^ I

«5iff % #  2T̂  5fT TfT

4  ’T ra w  ^  ^  n |r I

^  vfhft ^  i% r < ^ '^ '^  % 3 F ^

t ,  ^  r*i^^ 5
3ftr T̂55% ^ ft> f% ^  ^  W

^TTW, 2T̂  ^T3ft I 
^  n ̂  ^ I ^  ^  f

IV ^  ^TFR arnrr 'jtht i 
STJT
5TTOf ^  fef?rr q r f e  i ^
MNdl ^  ^  TT ^Tf 3TR f
atfh: ^  M iMciT ^  ^  ^ ^
f^<l*fl 3T^ ^

v$Wt ^  ^  ^  ^ I 3RT
^  ^  ^  ^  *liw^ ^  WRTF fV

^  ^  ^  f f ^  €\ Zt^ ^  \

T ^  I arrsT
^  ^  f t  I  1 ^  f^^rr

^  ^  f^T  ̂ 'jfPT
3T5^ ^  I ^ T T ^  % 'f)R ^

^  ^T?f ^ IV «T̂  ^  Vt ^ P T  fV
^  Vt I ^  ^  aF^¥T 
^  fV  ^  ^  fe R T  PĤ r̂r 3frc 
^  ^  ^  WK ^  I W  IT JT ^
ĥ fhf) (Relief Facilities)
3TN r̂̂ T% ^  1 3 fk  ^

^ I arnr Vt

% ’TR ^  ark fr l^ r^ d d

^  ^T% sftr
^ I t][  ̂ «IT̂  ^  ^ fV “l^d" arV^

'd*^H arrir rR» 

n ̂  ^  T O  I ^  V

1%^ ^  ^  fv  (h rw .<
^l^«l V tt ^  %



^  ark ^ 3rr5T
trcRT>t̂  (extended)

^  I % f W  ^  ^
^ 1  ^  ^  ^TPTcft g  IV  <l'<*4'Hd

^  ^  =̂!TTn tT  ^  v t f e r

-I, i 5 f ^  ^rrr w i T ^  |
it 2T̂  f5RT qT^ % = ^  T ^

^  ^  ^ r  t
^ ^ f f  >̂TTPC ^|r fsr^r ^r T^r t  

^  n X f I

#■ ^

m j i  f  3 fk  3rf%^ THT ^  %
^ijW iid' ^  g I

(English translation of the above 
speech) .

Shrimati Socheta Kripalani (New 
Delhi): Sir, I too feel faced with the
same problem that has confronted Lala 
Achint Ram. I both support and op
pose this amending measure now be
fore the House.

I claim to have some knowledge of 
the refugee problem—in particular 
that of Delhi. I am aware that the 
word ‘refugee’ is much insulting to our 
brethren in question. They do not 
feel quite happy about it.

Again, it is a fact that they are re
ceiving Government aid, but they do 
so out of sheer he]$)lessness and not 
infrequently a sense of humiliation 
overtakes them. They prefer to receive 
some compensation for the properties 
left behind them in Pakistan and 
utilise the rightful money so received 
towards their rehabilitation. They are 
demanding their right but not without 
a sense of humiliation. That is why 
we have been stressing from the very 
beginning— since this problem of re
fugees first confronted us in 1947—to 
give them early relief and before giving 
them that relief you should settle the 
issue of their properties left behind 
in Pakistan which is their rightful 
< l̂aim. We are aware that some diffi
culties exist in this behalf; still we 
see no justification for the delay on 
Government part. The issue should 
have been settled much earlier. The 

hon. Minister has always been pleading

for more and more time. We have no 
other alternative but to accede to that 
request— for this is the primary object 
behind the introduction of this Bill- 
I do not see why the hon. Minister is 
reluctant to accept Lala Achint Ram’s 
amendment to settiie the issue within 
six months when he himself thinks that 
it can be settled in four months. Why 
does then he want to fix it at one year 
in this Bill? It will result in nothing 
but more opportunities to the staff of 
your Ministry for making money. If 
you think the task can be accomplish
ed within four months then you should 
not ask for more time. It should be 
none within that period, for the re
fugees are in great distress. It will 
take me several days to unfold the 
full story to you. I wiM content myself 
with two or three instances only.* My 
hon. friends Giani G. S. Musafir, 
Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava and Lala 
Achint Ram know as much of this 
problem as I can claim to know. Pandit 
Thakur Das Bhargava has narrated 
quite a true story. We have worked 
together on the Committee and we 
know quite well what sort of treatment 
the refugees are receiving in Delhi. I 
admit that the hon. Minister has done 
and is still doing quite a lot for the 
welfare of the refugees. It is however 
true that the refugees are being sub
jected to great hardships. Conditions 
are no doubt such in which such things 
invariably happen; but it cannot be 
denied that, should the Government 
so desir*;, an improvement can certain
ly bo brought about.

I want to tel! you about an incident. 
Many months before I happened to 
visit Rajender Nagar. A man told me 
that he had left behind property worth 
Rs. 50,000 whereas his claim had been 
accepted for Rs. 30,000 only. He was 
by no means a capitalist. I found him 
in a deplorable condition. He was 
sufTering from cancer and was confined 
to bed. His wife was also ill. They 
had five children with no other earn
ing member in the whole fami’iy. They 
had no money. As if to provide a 
climax, a notice from the Government 
was served on him in connection with 
the house rent occupied by him. I 
gave him some money out of my ovm 
pocket. On my making enquiries the 
man burst into tears. He told me that 
he wanted only this much and nothing 
more that he be naid for the time 
being only Rs. 5,000 for a claim of Rs.
30,000 sanctioned in his case so that 
he could live. A few days after I was 
told that the man died for want of 
money. There are many stories like 
that. Many women come to us these 
days. They are much worried. They 
want to take any sum you
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should understand this °
the one hand you are linutmg the sco i» 
of reUef measures. The G ov ern in en t s 
stand is that they have been 
reliet tor the last Butconsider it time now to stop it. But 
that does not mean that you should turn
your back on the TwiU
our people are actually living.. I ^  

^ h in g  that is not based on W  
own experience. There is a place 
known as Tehar m Delhi. It ^^s ^  
colony by the name BasU Nabi Karim. 
You have just to go and see condi 
tions of people yourseU. A  few days 
back an event of importance l^appened 
in Basti Nabi Karim. I found two 
families passing their days in a well. 
You may ask, ‘how could it be. well, 
they had thrown two planks of wood 
across the well, each family occupying 
one such plank. The hon. Mmi^er had 
knowledge of such things. Anyway 
the families in question h a ^  b ^ n  given 
accommodation in Vinay Nagar. Now 
what about the conditions in 
cani? There is a mosque in that 
focaUty. No less than 2.000 persons 
are occupying that place at present 
The sun never finds its way into 
rooms. The people there ‘̂ ave not b ^ n  
given any aid by way ot reh^^^htation 
on the ground that they had not shift
ed to the Camp. It is an irony of fate 
that persons with comparatively less 
sense of self^esp^t who jhose to 
avail themselves of the relief benefits 
offered in the camp, have been Provid
ed first by you. But tho^  
of self-respect, who did not want to 
avail of any Government aid, have n ^  
been helped by th^
habilitation. You shouLd ]ust ask ^  
persons squatting in J^e mosque how 
much property they had I f  t behind 
Just have a look at the claims fiiea 
by them. An early aid may enable 
them to keep themselves alive. Should 
that not be forthcoming, it is leared 
they wiU die before the settlement of 
their claims. I, therefore plead t ^ t  
the matter should be exj^dited ™  
more you delay this matter, greater 
and greater shall become the distress 
of our people. While refugees shall 
face death and distress on one h ^ (^  
the evacuee property will' fritter away 
on the other. I have to make one or 
two observations in this regard. I can 
vouchsafe on aruthority that the view 
expressed by Giani Gurmukh Singh . 
Musafir and Shri Chatterjee regarding 
ibc continuousTv decreasing pool ol 
evacuee property is quite correct. I

-jrm em m vnr m ijr

had a talk with Justice Achhru Ram 
in this connection. He cited an in
stance. He told me that the Muslims in 
Saurashtra had left behind huge man
sions. Those buildings have been ly
ing unoccupied for the last five years. 
Their condition has steadily been de
teriorating and none knows of their 
present value. The evacuee property 
pool is thus gradually decreasing. Many 
Muslims are daily returning to India 
and they will get back their houses. 
We should*take note of the diminishing 
pool and speed up a decision on the 
issue. In saying that I am not obli
vious of the difficulties facing you. 
Lala Achint Ram has described the 
various difficulties which our Claims 
Officers are experiencing. As a member 
of the Selection Committee, I too pos
sess information on this point. Had you 
just given us an idea of the require
ments of staff for this work in the very 
beginning, we would have made pro
visions for that. At one time you ask 
for 100 persons, another time you come 
with a demand for fifty. I f ...............

Shri A. P. Jain: I have one question 
to put to the hon. Member. What is 
her opinion about the efficiency or 
otherwise of the officers recommended 
by the Committee?

Shrimati Sucheta Kripalani: The
applications we received for the first 
time included many competent candi
dates. Had you intimated us at that 
time we wouLd have found it ix)ssible 
to recruit competent persons for you. 
Those people have now been re
habilitated and their services are no 
longer available. It is now a year and 
a half that this happened. Maybe 
that the applications received now are 
not of such competent persons. Had 
you taken a firm decision regarding the 
requirements in this respect, you would 
have got competent persons. Another 
fact is that you do not recruit people 
even six months after their names have 
been recommended.......................

Shri A. P. Jain: I deny that. People 
were appointed within a week after 
the receipt of the recommendations.

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. I would 
like the practice to develop where hon. 
Members address each other only in 
the third person.

Shrimati Sucheta Kripalani: I
respectfully point out that the appoint
ments in question were not made with 
so much speed as the hon. Minister 
thinks. Even after appointments their 
postings have not been effected. 
Although several months are past now„
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yet the selected persons have not been 
appointed. I wish I were wrong. But 
I know he is wrong. Let him investi
gate the matter. No sense of urgency 
has been displayed by the Government 
in this respect. It is causing harm to 
them. The suspicion in the minds of 
people is gaining ground that Govern
ment intend to give them nothrng. We, 
who move amongst the refugees, are 
generally confronted with the question 
regarding the Government’s intentions 
in this resp^t. We have, however, no 
answer to give. Generally we tell them 
that they may get an anna in the rupee. 
Pandit. Thakur Das has also enquired 
:about the percentage of property they 
are to get. It is important to know 
the total value of property left behind 
by the refugees and the total pool 
value of the evacuee property against 
which their claims are to be settled. 
It is so because the p>eople’s hopes have 
been greatly aroused. It was alright 
had they been disillusioned in the very 
beginning. Had all hopes of getting 
anything been shattered then the 
people would have reconciled them- 
sê -<ves to fate. But today their hope 
is much high. The sooner they receive 
somethin?, the better will it be. It is 
in the interests of the Gwernm nt 
themselves to teU them as to how 
much they intend to give them. It 
shall give the people an idea as to how 
much they stand a chance to receive 
and whether or not it shall- be sufficient 
-for their needs. I have already stated 
that you are gradually restricting the 
scoDe of relief measures but the pre
vailing business conditions have created 
so many hardships for the people, 
f^iving them some compensation at this 
iun':ture. therefore, will enable them 
to  pull on in these hard times and will 
lielp them towards rehabilitation.

I hgve to refer to two more minor 
issues. One is that an appreciable 
number of women are widows and be
ing illiterate have not been able to file 
their claims. I request the hon. Minis
ter to devise some means for receiv
ing claims of these women.

Another point is that the scope of 
this Bill has not been extended to West 
Bengal so far. I am aware that the 
Central Government try to keep all 
interests in view. It is. however, my 
pxT)er’®nce that thiners in Bengal are 
just what they were before. I feel that 
adequate attention is not being paid to 
the problems in West Bengal. I. there
of ore, want the scope of this Bill to be 
“extended to West Bengal.

With these words I support this 
3 i l l  and also the amendment moved 
Ijy Lala Achint Ram.

Shri U. S. Malliah (South Kanara—  
North): I beg to move:

“That the question be now put.”

Mr. Chairman: The question is:
“ That the question be now put.”  

The montion was adopted.
• Shri A. P. Jain: Sir, you summed up 

the proposition very correctly and suc
cinctly when you said that there was 
general agreement in the House that 
the life of the Act should be extended. 
The only question that remained for 
decision was whether it should be ex
tended for six months or for one year. 
I said that I fully share the anxiety of 
the hon. Members here as also of the 
displaced nersons that these claims 
should be processed at the earliest pos
sible date. The question: then is that 
if I can complete the processing of 
these urban claims within a period of 
four months, why do I want an exten
sion for one year? That is a very 
pertinent question, and I must answer 
it.

As I said, the rural claims are being 
processed separately, and possibly they 
may take a little longer. That is one 
of the reasons. The hon. Member Mrs. 
Sucheta Kirpalani. I think, has an
swered the question why I want 
an extension for one year. She has 
said that even today there are some 
women who have not filed their claims.

I cannot understand that when 
claims are coming in even now, how 
it can be possible to wind up the 
organisation. I find there are two
fold and self-contradictory deman 
coming from the hon. Members of t.' 
House who contacted me either as i 
dividuals or in Committees and also 
from the displaced persons. It will 
be very hard to bar out any claim 
merely because a person could not 
file it in time. At the same time, the 
demand is there that the claims must 
be finalised and some scheme of com
pensation should be worked out at a 
very early date— a very legitimate de
mand. I have to steer the midway 
course. At the end of January 1952 
I passed an order that in future claims 
shall be entertained only when they 
are supported by documentary evidence 
and I found that thereafter the num
ber of claims dwindled down. None
theless some hard cases are still com
ing up. Sometimes it happens that 
the claimant is absent on the date 
fixed for hearing and in that case it is 
open to a Claims Officer to reject that 
claim straightway and to consign it 
to the record room. Yet I feel that 
even if for one reason or another the
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claimant has not been able to appear 
before the Claims Officer on the date 
fixed and he comes later on and wants 
his claim to be revived, there is no 
reason why he should ordinarily be 
deprived of that opportunity. In fact 
we have been reopening Lhe claima 
because we do not want to stand upon 
technicalities. A few days ago I had 
a talk with my Chief Claims Com
missioner and he said that there were 
about 20,000 or 30.000 claimants to 
whom notices had been sent at their 
usual addresses, but those notices had 
returned unserved. What am I to do 
in such a case? Is it the intention of 
the hon. Members that if a claimant 
fails to appear on a particular date 
but comes later on. his claim should 
not be reopened? Personally I think 
it would be hard upon such claimants. 
I said that these claims will be veri
fied within a period of about four 
months, I am not in the habit of fix
ing dates. Ih fact I have been accused 
by the hon. Members here and by 
certain newspaper editors quite vehe
mently that I am not promising as to 
when this thing and that thing will be 
done. I believe in applying myself 
honestly and earnestly to the iob. I 
know that there are always unfore
seen happenings and difficulties. 
Everyone of us. however honest and 
capable he may be, is a victim to these 
difficulties. I have myself been a vic
tim to these difficulties. Therefore, 
when any question arises about fixing 
a date. I am reluctant to do that. But 
today I said positively because I feel 
confident that urban claims will be 
finished within the next four months.

Supposing some of these claims are 
rejected because the claimants were 
not able to appear before the claims 
officer and if after six months there is 
no Claims Officer, no Claims Commis
sioner and no Claims Organisation, 
there will be nobody to re-open those 
claims and pass orders. I ask the 
hon. Member Lala Achint Ram— I 
know that he is a sincere friend of 
the refugees, he has been very friend
ly towards me—whether he wants the 
period to be cut down to six months. 
(Lala Achint Ram: Yes, six months.) 
If a widow or a minor or a patient 
lying with T.B. in the hospital or 
undergoing cancer treatment comes 
after the expiry of six months and asks 
for re-opening of his claim. I shall not 
be in a position to do that because I 
shall have no power and no organisa
tion after the expiry of six months. 
It is for that reason that I wish I 
should retain this power for another 
eight months so that I may be able to 
deal with those hard cases.

Lala Achint Ram: I shaU accept 
your suggestion provided you give an? 
assurance that all those claims which 
are in your hands now will be verified, 
within four months.

Shri A. P. Jain: I have given the' 
asffuranof' and if the hon. Member 
has no faith in my assurance, I can
not help it.

There is another point. When the* 
Claims Officer passes an order, the Act 
provides for the revision etc. of those 
orders. A  claimant may be dissatis
fied with the orders of the officer ^nd 
he has a right to file a revision. Sup
posing a person wants to file a revision; 
against a claim decided on the last 
date, that revision will take some 
time to be decided. What is going to. 
happen in that case if I am left with 
no organisation? I have made it per
fectly clear that I will wind ud the- 
major portion of the Claims Organisa
tion within four months. I will keep 
a skeleton staff which will deal only- 
w’ith hard cases, to put it metaphori
cally, which will fasten the loose ends 
that remain over. In all administra
tions such loose ends remain over and 
I think it will be very unwise of this 
House to deny me an extension for 
one year. I do hope that Lala Achint 
Ram will reconsider his position in the 
light of what I have said.

Shri Hukam Singh: Would thi?
valuation of Muslim property and 
coning to a conclusion what compensa
tion can be paid, wait till this one 
year is over?

Shri A. P. Jain: The objective be
hind the verification of the claims is 
that the displaced persons must re
ceive compensation. I am not in a 
position to commit myself now as to- 
what will be the quantum of the com
pensation. It depends upon many fac
tors. My friend Shri Hukam Singh 
said that the policy of the Government 
has been changing. I think he should 
realise that the policies in a living, 
society are always changing. Policies 
have to adapt themselves to the chang
ing conditions. May I remind my 
friend about the history of the Evacuee 
Property law? Originally the Evacuee 
Property law was meant for the pro
tection of the properties of the oer- 
sons who were evacuees in the sense 
that they had left their usual place o f 
habitation and could not look aXter 
their properties. During the unfor
tunate days 1947 when disturbances on 
a large scale took place in parts o f  
India some of our countrymen did not 
feel sufficiently secure in their place 
of usual residence. Some of them
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went to Pakistan, others migrated to 
other parts of India, and the whole 
idea of the evacuee property law at 
the time was that som e public officers 
must be appointed to look after the 
property of these people. There was 
a orovision in the early laws that as 
soon as the owner of the property comw 
and wants the property to be return^  
to him, it would be restored to hmi 
subject to adjustment of some expenses 
etc. that might have been mcurred 
during the period of management. 
Later on when it became more ap
parent that those who had migrated to 
Pakistan would not be commg here, 
and those who had come from Pakis
tan were not returning to their old 
homeland, the evacuee proj^rty law 
took a different complexion. We wast
ed to settle with Pakistan that the 
properties left over on that side by 
our displaced friends and by the Mus
lims here might be adjusted m some 
way. An agreement was reached b ^  
tween the two countries whereby indi
vidual exchanges were permitted. But 
that scheme did not work. Pakistan 
is still harping u_pon it but in con
sultation with , the displaced persons 
we took a decision that hereafter eva
cuee property here in India will oe 
treated as a pool to be adjusted 
against the properties left behmd m 
Pakistan. We suggested exchange of 
evacuee property on Government^ 
level. That was not acceptable to 
Pakistan. Certain consequences follow
ed from it.

It will be seen that the problem of 
evacuee property has been a growmg 
and a changing problem, changi^  
from time to time in accordance with 
the attitude taken by Pakistan in 
accordance with the conditions t^at 
have solidified in this land. Therefore, 
the policy had to be a dynamic policy. 
And I say that the day our policy 
ceases to be dynamic and we become 
static it will be ui^ortunate for t^s 
country, for this nation. I do not think 
that the changes or modifications of 
the policy have b e e n  unnecessary or 
were uncalled for. And as I speak 
here today I say that in future also 
perhaps some changes may become 
necessary.

That is just by the way. The main 
question is what are we goir^ to do 
for the payment of comper^ation. We 
have set up an organisation for the 
evaluation of evacuee property, ^ a t  
has made considerable progress. The 
other day while answering a question 
in this House I said that out of a 
total of about 2,60,000 properties more 
than 85,000 have been evaluated. I 
may say feat the evaluation of the

evacuee properties involves a lot o f 
office work, collecting certain data and 
working out certain formulae. After 
they have been worked out. at a cer
tain stage the problem converts itself 
into arithmetical calculation. And 
when I say that about 85,000 proper
ties out of a total of 2,6n,ono have 
been evaluated, I pray that i may 
not be judged about time-limit by a 
mathematical calculation, because much 
of the office work has been done and 
I think what remains of this evaluation 
work will take comparatively smaller 
time. I did not content myself only 
with the verifijcation of the claims and 
the evaluation of the evacuee property 
here, but I have been working out 
scheme for juxtaposing the one agamst 
the other. I appointed a Committee 
consisting purely of the displaced per
sons under the chairmanship of Bakshi 
Tek Chand. I deputed some of my 
officers who were working as associate 
members of this Committee to supply 
them with information and to ad
vise whenever their advice was need
ed. I wanted to have a free and un
hampered opinion of the displaced ver
sons as to how we should equitably 
distribute the evacuee properties among 
the displaced persons on the basis of 
properties left behind by them in 
Pakistan. That Committee has worked 
for several months. I am very grate
ful to Bakshi Tek Chand and his col
leagues who have worked hard and 
submitted a very valuable report. We 
have partly implemented that report. 
One of the recommendations of that 
Committee was that the realisation of' 
small loans which have been advanced 
to displaced persons through the State 
Governments might ’ be stayed. We  ̂
have accepted that. With all respects 
to the sentiments of the Members who 
have spoken today, no less than nine 
or ten, I say that this scheme of com
pensation is going to be a very com
plicated scheme. Ideas after ideas 
have occurred to me. I have been try
ing to work them out. I have even 
started a pilot scheme. I do not want 
to rush ahead without having formed 
my own opinion based on concrete 
facts and definite • data. My approach 
has been an all round one with the 
object of the distribution or disburse
ment of compensation. I have been 
asked questions: What is the value
of the claims? What is the value of 
the evacuee property? I have been 
reluctant to give that information for 
it is not in the public interest to do so. 
We talk about some important things 
in a Committee. Very few secrets are- 
kept in this country and what we said- 
in the Committee, a few days later, 
found its place in a yery distorted 
manner in the comments of the H e-
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fugee Log’ in the Hindustan Times. 
That was most unfortunate. I have 
known how the Government of Pakis
tan and Pakistani Press have distort
ed facts: I have also known how we
have been misrepresented all over the 
world by Pakistan who misconstrued 
and misrepresented things said here. 
I have also to look internally. I do 
not want to say anything which may 
lead to speculation, lead to forming 
of hopes which may not fructify— 
frustrated hopes are one of the worst 
things— and therefore if some times 
I have been reticent, if some times I 
have said that it is not in the public 
interest to give these figures, I did so 
in the interest of the displaced persons 
and I dare say that I have as much 
love for them, as any Member in this 
House or outside can claim. I may 
assure the House that I am none too 
fond of sitting here. Some friends may 
think that I have got too much affection 
io r  this chair, but let me tell them that 
I told the Prime Minister that I do 
not want to continue as Rehabilitation 
Minister. Even now I tell my friends 
that if they can find a better man, 1 
will vacate my post just now.

Lala Achint Ram: It would l<ave
been very unfortunate if you had re
signed.

Shri A. P. Jain: I am here to do
service. I am here because I feel that 
I have been dealing with this problem 
for the last two years and it has reach
ed a stage when I can make 
some useful contribution. The 
day that contribution is over— 
ZiUd there are always limits 
beyond which a man cannot usefully 
contribute— I can assure you that vou 
will not find me here. I am sorry at 
the attitude adopted towards me by 
Members both from my party and the 
Opposition. They said: “This Minis
ter is a good man. He is applying 
himself to the task sincerely” . Yet 
they said...........

An Hon. Member: That is no credit 
'to the Government.

Shri Hukam Singh: It is a credit to 
tiim.

Shri A. P. Jain: I am a part of 
the Government and if it is no credit 
to the Government then it is no credit 
to me either.

Now. what do they say next? They 
say: “Refugees do not believe you. 
They do not trust you. All that you 
have been doing is wrong. Seventy 

-displaced persons were living happily 
.-and you have • uprooted them. You

have done nothing in Palwal. You are 
driving out refugees who are staying 
in dharmasalas in Hardwar. You are 
sending them out mercilessly. You are 
a very good man, but ever3rthing that 
you have done is stupid. It is wrong. 
It is foolish.” This is the general ap
proach. Now, I ask you: What is the 
use of one’s being a good man if you 
are unable to do anything good?

I will not cover the ground which 
so many hon. Members covered. Per
haps during the Budget debate, we 
shall have ample time to discuss those 
thmgs. But there are one or two in
stances about which I would like to 
say a few words, more by way of 
Illustration. Some of my very good 
and esteemed friends— friends for
whom I have great affection and re- 
gard—have referred to some of the 
specific acts. The first complaint was 
about the 70 or 71 families who have 
been uprooted.

Paadtt ThakM Das Bhargava: That
is not your Ministry’s work.

Shri A. P. Jain: I cannot escape 
responsibility, because the Government 
IS one and I am a part and parcel of 
the Government. Therefore, whatever, 
is done by any other Ministry con
cerns me also.

An Hon. Member: How generous!
12 N oon

Shri A. P. Jain: It is a fact that 
70 families have been removed. Their 
hutments have also been demolished. 
But what are the facts? The Delhi 
Municipality required a small plot of 
land for building a water reservoir for 
supplying water to the residents of 
Delhi—both displaced persons and non
displaced persons. They required this 
land for a public puroose. There were 
these 70 hutments—improvised struo 
tures—on that land. These people 
were requested to remove themselves 
They said, “ we all want to go to
gether” . The services of my hon. 
friend Lala Achint Ram— a man who 
does not give in unless he feels that 
the proposition is a sound one—were 
enlisted and they all agreed to move 
out. They moved accordingly. If the 
protest has come now, it has come from 
the leaders who have never been there 
and who do not know the facts and 
yet who have waxed eloquent. There 
was no protest at the time. They went 
gladly and they settled down there 
and I daresay they are much happier 
there. Now, my hon. friend Sliri 
Algurai Shastri said: “Why do vcJu
demolish the houses? Why do you 
remove these people?” Now, th?t is



one side. On th^ other side, there is 
pressure upon me that I should con
struct a house— a modest house—for 
every refugee family that is squatting 
today somewhere or other. That de
mand is a very legitimate demand. 
But if these people who are squatting 
on the roadside or are staying in 
dharmasalas are not to be removed to 
these new houses, then I ask you: 
Why do you want me to construct 
houses? What is the use of my Minis
try? Abolish the Rehabilitation 
Ministry rightway. Now, a majority 
of the squaters willingly remove them
selves, but there are left behind a few 
truculent type of persons who lefuse 
to move. What is to happen if out of 
500 families, 400 or 450 families move 
and the other 100 or 50 families re
fuse to move? We have to remove 
them by force.

My hon. friend Shri Nand Lai Shar- 
ma referred to the case of Hardwar.
I know something about Hardwar. I 
come from the district of Saharau- 
pur. Hardwar has been part of my 
constituency for the last fifteen or 
sixteen years. I have great affection 
for Hardwar. There are a number of 
dharmasalas there and also lodging 
houses. Displaced persons came thci-e 
about four or five years ago and occu
pied these dharmasalas and lodging 
houses. Hardwar, as .you know, is a 
place of pilgrimage. Both displaced 
and non-displaced persons come there 
and bathe in the holy Ganges to pu
rify their soul. These dharmasalas 
form an essential part of the social 
and spiritual life of Hardwar. Most 
of them were, however, occupied by 
the refugees. We did not want to and 
we could not ask them to leave these 
Dharmasalas, unless we could provide 
alternative accomodation for them. 
Therefore, they have been living there. 
We are now in a position to provide 
alternative accommodation, because we 
have built houses. We asked these 
people to move, and some of them 
have moved. Others who have been 

. used to free electricity and free water 
and no rent refused to move. Should 
we allow them to live because they 
ar£ recalcitrant? Some day I would 
like to have a clear verdict from the 
Members of the House in regard to 
what they want me to do in such 
cases. If the intention is that those 
persons who are staying in these 
places must continue to stay there, 
then I say, wind up the Rehabilitation 
Mmistry. Do not ask me to build 
any more houses, because everybody 
is quite happy, according to you, 
where he is living. What was done 
in Hardwar should have been appre
ciated, rather than criticised. I can 
38PSD.

understand it coming from my hou. 
friend Shri Naiid Lai. Perhaps he 
thought that here is something which 
can be used for discrediting the 
Government. I do not say that every
thing has been done. It is beyond the 
capacity of any R 2habilitation Minis
ter, or of any Cabinet, or of any 
Government, to provide everjrthing 
that a displaced person needs. Here 
is a small plant. You uproot it; you 
pull it out and re-plant it and trv to 
fix it in another place containing 
much better soil. Even then the 
plant suners by the very process of 
uprooting. Displaced persons have 
similarly suffered by the process of- 
uprooting and no amount of money, 
no amount of effort, can compensate 
them ior the injury which they have 
suffered.

All I can say is that I have been 
honestly applying myself to my task 
and I can give this assur.ance that the 
day I find that I cannot usefully apply 
myself, I would not any more incon
venience any friends.

As I said, many points have been 
raised, I shall answer those points at 
some later date perhaps when the 
General Discussion of the Budget 
takes place. I am glad that Lala 
Achint Ram has decided not to press 
his amendment. I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House.

Mr. Chairman: The question is:
“ That the Bill to amend the dis

placed Persons (Claims) Act, 1950, 
be taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.
Mr. Chairman: There is an amend

ment standing in the name of Lala 
Achint Ram. I understand he does 
not want to move it. There is also an 
amendment in the name of Shri 
Hukam Singh.

Shri Hiikam Singh: I am not mov
ing, Sir. I had expected the hon. 
Minister to say something about com
pensation. He said he was coming to 
it but he did not say anything.

Shri A. P. Jain: It is being proces
sed even today. We are working on 
it.
Clauses 1 to 3 were added to the Bill.
The Title and the Enacting Formula 

were added to the BiU.
Shri A. P. Jain: I beg to move:

“That the Bill be passed.”
Mr. Chairman: Motion moved:

“ That the Bill be passed.”
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ÊHRT ^  ^rrf

f¥  w  fjnrl- 3fh: ^  % srw ^ f
^  3fp9r ^  f^ti*
^ p tr  m  ^ m  5in r# ^  I

^n ^  3!rr^ % 2T̂  ^®Mn 5FFT
^  fCr 3f\7: ^  |(T 5ft ^RTT^

^  ^  #ZTR f r | t  ^  ^Ifjr I

^r^hft ̂  ^  'H'm H' ^  ^f*T I

OT ^^^ ^  5fft R̂TH* 5r^n# ^
^  ^  f t ^  w  I ^  ^
^  ^  «ii^Kr ^  ^



505 Displjcid Ferscms (Claims) 23 MAY 1952 Amendment Bill 506

TTTTTTTROT 
^  T O T  ^^TRT

^  t ,  ^  sj  ̂ W
I  I 3FR ^  ^  qi: r̂T3T 5T

s f n c ' 5 n r ^  Tc «(ni r<^i 'Jiidi 

^  ^  q r  I SRTT ^

'R  ^  3mmTn

sfV?! TT ^ r f  I

^  aftr

3 T ^  I ^  ^TT ^

^  ^  ^  ^  t  3ftr 3R-
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(English translation of the above 
speech)

Baba Bamnarayan Sin^rh: Sir. this
is a very good Bill and enough discus
sion has taken place on it. Though I 
had no intention of taking Dart in tlie 
discussion, certain points have arisen 
which have necessitated my 'taking 
the floor. I am sure that my friend 
the hon. Minister would admit that 
the problem of displaced persons has 
not been paid the attention it de
served. This is an established fact 
that we got our independence as a 
result of the sacrifices of the displaced 
persons. Our friends occupy the mi
nisterial chairs because we sacrificed 
the displaced persons.. Humanity 
and gratitude demand that their prob
lems should be given priority. Reha
bilitation Ministry has been formed 
to tackle these problems and the work 
of the Ministry is increasing. We see 
that whenever a new Dost or a nev.’ 
Department is created, it has a ten
dency to continue for ever, even 
though the purpose for which it is 
created is achieved. This is not 
proper and I am entirely against it. 
What I would have liked is that these 
problems should have been solved on 
a ‘war basis’ by diverting all the ener
gies of the Government and the 
country towards their solution and the 
whole task of rehabilitating displaced 
persons should have been completed 
within six months. The continuance 
of the Ministry was not imperativv?. 
The task should have been completed, 
as I said earlier, by putting in all the 
energy we had. The work of the 
Ministry is increasing and that is not 
desirable.

Sir, as my hon. friend Shri Algu Rail 
Shastri put it very aptly, we should 
have rehabilitated the displaced per
sons in the same places from where 
they had been uprooted through love 
as Gandhiji thought, if our Govern
ment had the force of love or through 
sheer force if it had been necessary* 
We should admit that a Government 
that cannot do this, has no right to 
be called as such.

I want to say, as you yourself 
remember, that whenever somebody 
raises the question of Pakistan, our 
Prime Minister says— "Pakistan has 
come to stay” . I also wish tha* 
Pakistan should stay and thrive. 1 
do not oppose it. All I want to say is 
that the people of Pakistan and our 
Prime Minister should remember .hat 
as long as a single displaced person in 
any part of our country thinks that 
he is unhappy because of Pakistan, 
Pakistan will never enjoy stability,

even if our Prime Minister and other 
people in the world were to bless 
Pakistan. This is not an ordinary 
thing. Whatever is done bv giving 
palln to others, by bringing misfortune 
on others, will be unsuccessful and 
should be so.

Well, what is done is done. You 
must be remembering that day before 
yesterday a question was raised as to 
where the claims of disolaced persous 
were being verified. Sir, I was under 
the impression that the verification 
was being done in Pakistan. That is 
why I asked how it was being done. 
Claims should bp verified at the place 
where the property is situated. The 
property of the displaced persons is in 
West Pakistan, Lahore or Karachi but 
the claims regarding that property are 
verified in India. When I asked the 
hon. Minister for Rehabilitation 
whether the displaced nersons or anr 
representative of the Government of 
India was present at the time of veri
fication I was told that verification 
was made not in Pakistan but here in 
Delhi. The hon. Minister only might 
be knowing as to how verification of 
claims is being done, but I would re
quest him, as our friend Shri Algu Ral 
Shastri has rightly remarked, that the 
displaced persons should be settled in 
places where they have come from 
If it is not practicable, the alternative 
is that they should be fully compen
sated for the loss they have sustained.

Now the question is as to how and 
wherefrom can the compensation be 
paid. The property left behind by 
displaced persons in Pakistan should 
be evaluated and the sum should be 
paid by Pakistan and her people. This 
only is justice and we should try to 
secure it. Sir, I havie heard and many 
others apprehend that the evacuee 
property in India is slowly ‘evaporat
ing’. I have also ^ome to know that 
people who have migrated to Pakistan 
are l^eing invited to come back and 
settle down in India, God alone 
knows how far that is true; TTie 
Muslims who would come back from 
Pakistan would heln the Congress 
Government. Muslims are beinc 
called back and resettled here to helo 
this Government. I cannot say how * 
far this is true.

Shri Tyagi: Where did you learn it 
from?

Babu Bamnarayan Sineh: I do not
remember the name of the oerson who 
told me this, otherwise I would have 
told you. I cannot'have any objection 
in divulging his name. But that is 
what I have come to know. Our
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[Babu Ramnarayan Singh]
friends want to maintain themselves 
in power by such methods, by the help 
of foreigners.

Just now an hon. friend mentioned 
the demolition of 70 houses, which 
has grieved me very much. Shri 
Jain’s remarks in this connection have 
consoled me to some extent. I can
not understand why our Government 
and its officers closed their eyes when 
these houses were under construction. 
After all they knew that 
houses were being built and 
their construction could not have been 
completed in a week or two, it muat 
have taken many months. Why were 
the owners not prevented from cons
tructing houses at that time? When 
the houses were completed they were 
demolished on the plea that municipal 
v/ater works was to be constructed at 
that site. What would have been lost if 
another site were chosen for water 
works? The skies would not have 
fallen if those people would have been 
allowed to live in those houses, nor 
would it have harmed the work of the 
Government. The Government and 
our Cabinet should have some sense. 
Those people were living in those hou
ses for some years past and they were 
not evicted. I have come to know 
that even now people are being evic
ted from their houses. I dare say I 
would not call that law a law, under 
which they were evicted. That is a 
"lawless law.” If a displaced person 
is evicted...................

Shri C. R. Narasimliaii (Krishnagiri): 
On a point of order, Sir, is akal parlia
mentary?

Pandit Thaknr Das Bhargava: I
would like to ask Babu Ramnarayan 
Singh through you, Sir, whether he 
was not a membei' of this House when 
this law (Delhi Premises Eviction A ct), 
was passed? Was this Act not passed' 
in his presence? If somebody is evic
ted on the basis of that law, it would 
not be proper to label it as a “ lawless 
law.”

Mr. Chairman; He may have com
mitted a mistake.

Babu Ramnarayan Singh: A  very 
good question, I should say.^ You 
know how a measure is voted upon 
here. Whenever the Government brings 
forward anything, it is passed. At 
the time of voting nobody has the 
right to ask whether that measure is 
proper or not. What I want to say is 
that if we want to have any amend
ment. it would go the way you would

wish it to. This has been going on. 
However, what is done is done. I 
want to request my hon. friend Shri 
Jain that he should take care lest such 
things are repeated in future. We 
should get an assurance to that effect.

Shri Tyagi: Assurance is there.

Babu Ramnarayan Singh: Thank
you for that. I have no objection to 
the Bill and I welcome it. But I 
would be very glad if the time limit 
is fixed at six months. I want that this 
problem should be solved at an early 
date. No one should be without a job 
and a house.

Sir, you may remember that Shri 
Tandon remarked in a meeting of dis
placed persons about three years back 
that the Government who had not till 
then resettled the displaced persons, 
had no right to continue in office. 
Two years have passed. If the prob
lem is not solved within six months,, 
the Government should relinquish 
office.

Shri Meghnad Saha (Calcutta 
North-West); rose—

Mr. Chairman: There is very limi
ted scope in the third reading...

Shri Meghnad Saha: Sir, I am very 
thankful to you for giving me this 
opportunity.......

An hon. M ember:' He has not 
given

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. The 
hon. Member wilj kindly resume his 
seat. I was telling the hon. Member 
that the scope of discussion at the 
time of third reading ig very limited.

Shri Meirhnad Saha: It will be a 
very short speech. Sir.

Mr. Chairman: All right.

Shri Meghnad Saha: I am very 
thankful to my hon. friend on my
left for his speech. It exactly re
presents my ideas and my feelings.
I come from East Bengal where
millions of my own kith and kin
have been uprooted and deprived of 
all their belongings. They have 
taken shelter in West Bengal and I 
know in what plight they are living.



Of course the Government of India 
has spent crores of rupees and done 
all in its power to give relief to these 
•people. But I am compelled to say 
that the measures taken are absolute
ly inadequate. When this matter of 
the exodus started I had a talk ^ ^ h  
the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
and I told him that if this problem is 
to  be tackled it lias to be put on a 
<iefence basis.

Mr. Chairman: Order, order. The
hon. Member is new to the Hou*e. I 
would only teU him that the scope of 
this Bill is very Umited. It relates 
only to claims and not generally to 
the difficulties that are suffered by 
displaced persons. The hon. Mem
ber may take another opportunity to 
express his views in that regard.

Shri Meghnad Saha: May I go on.
Sir?
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Mr. Chairman: Yes.

Shri Meghnad Saha: The great mis
take was an administrative mistake. 
This matter should have been dealt 
with on the basis of emergency, and 
i f  this was done for the same amount 
of money which we have spent much 
more relief could have been g ^ n  
I  will give you one example.^ , ^
the displaced persons want is land 
and there are two million acres ol 
•cultivable waste in ’West l^ngal. 
'This is not my opinion. This 15
from the Government statistics and 
I suggested that all this land should 
be acquired compulsorily by the
Government and distributed' according 
to some system amongst the refugees. 
This was not done. The usual pro
cedure for land acquisition is being 
resorted to and if the usual methods 
*of land acquisition are resorted to. I 
know it takes two to four year? 
before anything can be done and
then vou have to go to a lot or liti
gation. Most of the moner. I can
assure mv hon. friend opposite and
the Treasury Benches, has not gone 
-into the nockets of the refugees but 
Into the nockets of greedv zamindars. 
officers and others and. therefore
this monev has not gone to the relief 
o f  the refugees themselves.

*Mr. Chairman: The question is: 

“ That the Bill be passed.^'

The motion was adopted-

INDIAN TARIFF (SECOND AMEND
MENT) BILL

The Minister o f Commerce and In- 
dnstry (Shri T. T. Krishnamachari):
I beg to move:

“That the Bill further to 
amend the Indian Tariff Act,1934 
be taken into consideration.”
This amending Bill consists of a 

number of items. I believe the 
Commerce and Industry Ministry 
have sent out to hon. Members notes 
in regard to the contents of this Bill, 
and I hope every hon. Member has 
got a copy thereof. The one feature 
of this Bill to which I would draw 
the attention of hon. Members is. 
with the exception of the zip faste
ners, all other items mentioned in 
this Bill enjoy protection now. The only 
new item is zip fasteners, and that 
is the only item which has not been 
notified under the powers vested in 
Government by section 3A of the 
Indian Tariff Act, under which 
protection can be given as soon as. 
the Tariff Commission or the Tariff 
Board submits a report. All the 
other items have been notified under 
the powers vested, as I said by sec
tion 3A. The duration of protection 
of the various items varies. I would 
again like to tell this House that in 
regard to only two items, the Gov
ernment have acted on their own 
without any specific recommendation 
by the Tariff Commission. The items 
concerned are aluminium and bi
cycles. These two subjects are now 
being considered by the Tariff Com
mission and it is expected that re
ports will be forthcoming before the 
end of the year. As the protection 
was lapsing. Government had to take 
action to continue protection on the 
existing scale till the end of this 
year, so that further action can be 
taken on the recommendation of the 
Tariff Commission.

I shall just say a few words in 
regard to the other items. Sago flour, 
starch and farina relate to the starch 
industry. I suppose some hon. Mem
bers are familiar with this subject as 
people who have been here before 
must know all about it. This kind 
of measure is a sort of an annual 
which appears Jime and again In 
every session. Starch is an industry 
which has been promised protection 
by the British Indian Government in 
1944. In 1948. the Tariff Board 
recoynmended protection and it has 
been enjoying protection since then.

Silk products, silk waste, silk yam. 
silk sewing thread and fabrics not 
otherwise specified, which contain 90
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rShri T. T. K rish n a m a ch a r i]  

per cent, of ^ “rlfl^ B oS d
joying t<j this particvdar

f e r h a s V c o m m e n ^

“  ^  S d “u ?

I f i M s i r i
| k d ''p ^ o t e | o n ‘' ‘ i o '^ ^ ^ ^

“s
i i s ^ s s s ^
“=%;nrf..,-V - ’s
purpose of Board’s report.
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to last tm December 1954.

Items 66(a )  “ d  6 6 (1 )  re la te  to
“ ' r a “ h i c f i s ^ o w U f  c o n n 
ed by the Tariff Commission, ^ e  
protection granted is a purely tem
porary one.

The next item relates to^Krmdmg 
wheels. At the moment, the protec
tion for grinding w h e e l s  has lap s^ , 
unless this House passes this BUI and 
it is also passed by the other House, 
no protecUon will be available to this 
industry. The report of the Tariff 
Board on this particular mdustry does 
not recommend protection in ^ e  
same form and to the same 
extent as was granted 
The rate of duties has been changed 
and actually the duties have been 
substantially reduced from 105 to 50 
per cent. Certain types of grinding 
wheels have been withdrawn from the 
category that has been protected, 
namciy, big;?er wheels which are not 
being manufactured in this country, 
and which industry needs.

I have already mentioned about zip 
fasteners. So far as protection for

this particular industry is concerned, 
it would only be afforded if the House 
approves of this Bill, because, a noti
fication under section 3A has not been 
issued in this connection. There have 
been minor variations in regard to 
duties on zip fasteners which the Fin
ance Department have made under the 
powers vested in them by the Sea Cus
toms Act; but they are not in any 
sense protective.

The one item which needs explana
tion is the variation in the Tariff Sche
dule which appears at the end, namely, 
that in item No. 75(9) (ii), in the entry 
in the second column, after the word 
“ leather” where it occurs for the first 
time, the word “plastic” shall be in
serted. This is merely a matter of 
bringing the Schedule up-to-date be
cause this particular item relates to 
parts and accessories imported for the 
purpose of the motor car industry. 
NoWj plastics are beins introduced for 
the purpose of making upholstery for 
cars and things of that sort and there
fore this alteration has been made.

The total import of this particular 
Bill is not considerable. It may be that 
some hon. Members here feel that the 
protection granted is inadequate. But 
I do not believe there are many people 
who feel that the protection should not 
have been granted. The essential items, 
perhaps hon. Members might be in
terested from the consumer point of 
view, would be the two industries for 
which we have given only temporary 
protection, namely, bicycles and alumi
nium; bicycles, because it is a convey- • 
ance needed by the common man, 
aluminium because of the vessels and 
other things that are made out of 
aluminium. But both these will come 
up for review again before this House 
when the Tariff Commission reports on 
them. I might humbly submit that 
there is no possible room for dis
satisfaction that the measure of pro
tection granted is excessive. It may 
be that some might feel it inadefuate, 
but the hands of Government are tied 
in this matter, because the Gk)vern- 
ment normally does not act in an execu
tive capacity in this matter. We are 
dependent on the Tariff Commission’s 
report. Some hon. Member who spoke 
to me privately said, “ I would like the 
duty to be raised further” . Bjit it is 
not a matter which I can decide; the 
House can decide, but I cannot decide 
on behalf of Government for the reason 
that the ultimate consequences of the 
rausing of duty on a particular commo
dity are consequences on the consump
tion of that article by the general 
consumer. It has to be considered and 
reported upon by the Tariff Commis-
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which is a statutory body. Therefore, 
to that extent we are precluded from 
accepting any amendment which seeks 
to raise the duty. It may be the House 
might totally reject the Bill, it may be 
the House might want the quantum of 
protection to be reduced—the House 
is sovereign in this matter— but so far 
as Government is concerned, it is not 
in a position to exercise its discretion 
in the matter of raising the duty or in 
importing into the body of the Bill 
another category relating to any parti
cular item mentioned in this Bill. That 
is the position of Government.

I do hope that I have by way of pre
liminary remarks mentioned enough to 
make the position clear to hon. Mem
bers. Should any hon. Member feel 
that he wants further clarification, I 
shall have an opportunity of speaking 
again towards the end of this discus
sion. I shall then satisfy him to the 
best of my ability.

Mr. Chairman: Motion moved:
“That the Bill further to amend

the Indian Tariff Act, 1934, be
taken into consideration” .
Shri S. V. Ramaswamy (Salem): I 

have been listening to the hon. Minis
ter with great interest. Now, I am 
interested only in two items about 
which I would like to place a few 
facts for the consideration of this 
House. With regard to item 11(2)— 
Sago flour— I wish to submit a few 
points. The starch industry is supply
ing materials which are necessary for 
three main industries, namely the 
textile, jute and the paper industries. 
I see from page nine, of the Tariff 
Board's report that the total require
ment of this country per annum is 
about 50,000 tons. Now, if that is so, 
I would request the hon. Minister also 
to look at page 30 in which it is said 
that starch can be produced out of 
some other indigenous material, avail
able in our country to the tune of about
90,000 tons. At page nine it is stated 
that though the present requirement 
is only 50,000 tons, if the Size Control 
Order were withdrawn, the consump
tion of different kinds of starch, ex
cluding wheat starch, would probably 
increase to 75,000 or 80,000 tons. Even 
if that be true, we find from page 30 
that by using some material which is 
available to us in our country and 
which has not been fully exploited, we 
can be completely self-sufficient in the 
matter of our starch production. We 
will even have a surplus of 10,000 vofia 
per annum. The protection lur the 
starch industry is necessary for this 
reason. I am only sorry that the pro
tection is not greater.

My hon. friend has told me that at 
this stage it is not possible to increase 
the duty. I wish the House had the 
power...

Mr. Chairman: The House has al
ways got the power; only the sanction 
of the President is necessary.

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: Thank you. 
Sir, I shall now give some other reasons 
to show why the duty has to be in
creased. Starch is now produced out 
of maize, and tapioca. As my hon. 
friends coming from Travancore will 
know, tapioca is an important item 
which comes into our food require
ments. It is unfortunate that so much 
of tapioca should be used for the starch 
industry alone, instead of being used to 
satisfy the food requirements of the 
country.

The difficulty about the sago imports 
is this. If sago is allowed to be im
ported' freely, it affects the starch in
dustries of our country. I know there 
are about 100 sago factories in and 
around the Salem city alone in Madras 
State. About half a dozen of them 
produce sago starch. The indiscrimi
nate import of sago has led to a seriou5 
loss in those factories. The stuff which 
is imported from abroad is consider
ably chpeaper; it needs investigation as- 
to why and how those foreign factories 
are able to export to us at such a low 
price, so low that factories in our coun
try are not able to compete with them. 
It is therefore necessary that protec
tion should be g ra n ts  to the indigen
ous industries.

In doing so, I should like to make a 
few suggestions to the hon. Minister. 
Steps should be taken to see that 
tapioca, which is such an important 
item in our food requirements, should 
not be used for the production of starch.

Secondly, I would like to urge that 
some urgent steps should be taken to 
see that a full utilisation is made o f  
the tamarind seed kernels. In this 
connection, I would like to draw the 
attention of hon. Members to some 
extracts from the report of the Tariff 
Board.

On page, 31 it is said that there was 
a reference made to it in 1947, with 
regard to the tamarind seed kernel 
powder as a sizing material. On page- 
30, it is stated

“ In a note dated 25th May, 1951, 
forwarded by the Ministry of Food 
and Agriculture, it was stated that 
the progress of research and 
developmental work on tamarind
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kernel powder had been extremely 
slow owing to non-availability of 
electric power in Bombay city 
where one of the more important 
manufacturers had his factory.*’
Again in the same page, it is stated:

“ The Indian Standards Institu
tion had alreaciy prepared a draft 
standard specification for tamarind 
kernel powder, and that this was 
now under consideration and 
would be ready for adoption in 
three months* time.’*

Hon. Members are aware that 
^tamarind seed oftentimes goes into 
the dust-bin, while we can make wealth 
out of f.iis. Here is a case where 
wealth can be made out of waste. I 
am sure, that if all the tamarind seeds 
are collected, we can manufacture en
ough starch out of them. Not merely 
will it be possible to meet our possible 
increased requirements, but we may 
also have a surplus left after meeting 
the sizing needs which will come to 
about 50,000 tons. You know that all 
our avenue trees in all the district and 
local fUnd roads in the whole of the 
Madras State, consist only of tamarind 
trees and nothing but that. The seeds 
coming from them can be utilised for 

i;his purpose; by this we can save so 
much of our national wealth, which 
can be conserved for other and more 
useful purposes.

Incidentally I may mention—my
friend the hon. Minister will also be 
interested in it—the tamarind seed 
contains another very important 
material for another industry. The 
brown rind of the tamarind seed con
tains tanin out of which tanic acid is 
made for swabing our throats if we 
have a sore throat, probably by making 
a vehement speech.

An Hon. Member: The Opposition
can then take advantage of it.

Shri S. V. Ramaswamy: If an indus
try can be started for making starch 
out of this tamarind seed kernel, you 
will incidentally be having as a by-pro
duct tanin which will be useful for the 
pharmaceutical industry. I therefore 
submit that the hon. Minister will 
kindly see that there is no delay in 
pushing forward the schemes for the 
utilisation of this waste-product and 
thus see that we manufacture 90.000 
■tons out of this tamarind seed which 
goes into waste, into the dustbin and 
municipal refuse dump, and make 
wealth out of this for our country, for 

•:4he benefit of the people at large.

I,pass on next to the sericulture in
dustry, and I have got a report about 
that also. I am not so much interested 
in the rate of duty as the duration of 
the protection that is sought to be 
given. At page 14 of the report, I 
see a note to the effect that the import 
of raw silk from foreign countries has 
had a very depressing effect upon the 
sericulture industry of this country. 
You know that sericulture is a very im
portant cottage industry. You know 
that in portions of Kashmir, Bengal. 
Mysore, Kollegal taluk of Coimbatore 
district and Hosur taluk of Salem dis
trict, this is a flourishing cottage indus- 
tiT. And if sufficient protection is not 
given to it, this industry might well 
be threatened with destruction, be
cause under conditions of sweated 
labour, foreign countries produce silk 
and export to us at rates at which we 
cannot compete with them. If that is 
so. and if that proposition is accepted, 
I shall place before this House another 
proposition, another statement of fact 
which I find at page 31 of the same 
report. The domestic demand of raw 
silk is estimated at four million lbs, 
per annum. The indigenous production 
during the last three years has been 
of the order of 21 million lbs.' It is 
patent that we are able to satisfy our 
requirements only to the extent of 50 
per cent, and the gap is about 50 per 
cent. If that is the gap, we will not 
be able to fill up that gap within a 
short period of six months. We are 
now in May, 1952. This Bill, if it is 
passed into-an Act, is to have effect 
only up to the end of December. 1952. 
I ask you. Sir, in all humility if this 
gap can be filled up by them? What 
would be the effect of such a short 
term protection upon those people who 
are interested in this industry and 
possibly in increasing the production?

Unless a reasonable guarantee is 
given to the producers that there will 
be a continuity of the protection given 
and an assurance is given that the time 
will be long enough for them to invest 
some amounts to increase the produc
tion, I am afraid and I respectfully 
submit, that the producers will not 
come forward to invest their n^oney.

I am rather surprised at the report, 
which has got two conflicting para
graphs which are almost iuxtaposed 
on page 32 and 33. At page 32 the 
report says that the Board wishes to 
examine this question every six 
months. At page 33 the report says:

‘‘The consensus of opinion at
the public inquiry was that sucn
mstability wUl seriously militate
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against the success of any efforls 
at improving the quality of co
coons and raw silk. ' We agree 
with this view and consider that 

.apart from long-term measures 
such as those designed to reduce 
the cost of mulberry to impro\e 
the quality of silk worm seed and 
cocoons, to secure more orderly 
jneirketing of cocoons and to mi- 
prove the efficiency of reeling, ic 
is urgently necessary to devise 
measures to promote greater sta
bility of raw silk prices.”

There seems to be a conflict in the 
report between long-term and short
term measures. My respectful sub
mission to you is that these things 
cannot be reviewed off and on, within 
three months and six months. The 
people who are interested in this busi
ness of increasing silk production 
should be assured of a longer duration 
o f  protection so that« they may have 
the incentive to invest in the business 
.and increase production.

With these few words, I respectfully 
l^eg to submit that the hon. Minister 
w îll be kind enough to take note of 
ihe  few remarks that I have made and 
try  to implement them.

Shri Venktaraman (Tanjore): I
propose confining my remarks to the 
;grant of protection for the new indus
try. namely, the zip fastener industry. 
The idea of granting protection has 
not come a day too soon, and v/e all 
welcome it because for the first time 
'Our country is launching upon fabricat
ing high value out of small material. 
The zip industry is very prosperous in 
other countries, and though we do not 
have exact figures as to the amount 
which we import, from the variety of 
uses to which it is put, from the large 
use that every one of us makes in the 
country. I take it that the demand for 
zip fasteners must be something very 
great. I am unable to agree with the 
Tariff Board’s conjecture that the de
mand would be about 7-5 lakhs per 
annum. Our suitcases, our leather 
handbags, ladies’ handbags and what 
not are all made with zip fasteners, 
and, therefore, there is a very great 
market for zip fasteners in this 
country. (Interruption.) Our bush- 
.^liirts, as my hon. friend reminds 
me. are made with zio fasteners, but 
o f a different material; they are made 
out of plastics, but protection is not 
sought to be given to the zio faste
ners made out of nlastic material. So 
far as zip f.?«teners made out of 
brass strips are concerned, the coun
try has already established a very 
important industry in my part of the

country, and I am happy to say that 
it is progressing well. But unless 
the helping hand of the Grovemment 
goes to that industry, it cannot pros
per in the face of competition from 
other countries. The total amount 
produced so far has been negligible 
In 1950, I find they have produced 
only about 61,000 feet, and for the 
year 1951 the production is 67,000 
feet. But we are happy to find lhat 
in the Tariff Reoort the expectation 
for the year 1951-52 is 1,20,000 feet 
and for 1952-53 it is 4,80,000 feet, and 
that for 1953-54 the production is ex
pected to be 7,20,000 feet. There
fore, we may take it that experts 
have gone into the question and have 
come to the conclusion that this in
dustry deserves the support of the 
people and the Government.

There are one or two Doints on 
which the Tariff Board has made cer
tain recommendations, and I won
der whether the Government are 
gomg to adopt them in giving this 
protection. For instance, the brass 
strips which form the basic material 
for the manufacture of zip fasteners 
are not readily available in this 
country. Our metal fabricating 
companies, like Devi Dayal and the 
Kamani Metal Products, do not pro
duce these metal strios, and 5iey 
have got to be imported from other 
countries. It was urged on behalf 
of the companies which produce these 
fasteners that protection should be 
given for import of metal strips from 
other countries, whether it is from 
hard currency areas or from soft 
cu rr^ cy  areas. I do not know what 
the Finance Minister is going to sav 
with regard to the import of this
material . from the hard currency 
areas, but if they -want that this in
dustry should prosper in this country, 
they should strain every nerve to 

that the import of metal strips, 
the ,quantity of which is not likely to 
be very large, is allowed from even 
hard currency areas. There is an
other handicap with regard to this
industry, namely, that only 35 per 
cent, of the material comes out as 
zip fasteners and the remaining 65 
per cent, of the metal scrap becomes 
practically waste. There are no 
facilities existing in this country for 
re-rolling that scran. Permission 
should therefore be given to those
factories to export that scran for the 
purpose of getting it re-rolled. But 
if under the very strict enforcement 
of the law such permission is not 
given to one to export this metal 
SCTap outside India and the compa
nies are prevented from sending it 
to other countries for re-rolling into
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metal strios, then the industry will 
be under very great handicap. It is 
up to the Government to say whether 
they would permit exDort of scrap 
which is left behind after making 
of those metal teeth. The question 
is very important because 65 per 
cent, of the raw material which is 
used in the industry becomes scrap 
and the cost of production becomes, 
therefore, very high. Therefore, I 
would urge on the . Government that 
this aspect of the industry should be 
given due weight and the companies 
which are making these zio fasteners 
should be permitted to export the 
scrap to foreign countries for the 
specific purpose of re-rolling them 
into metal strips. '

are very glad that the Gov
ernment has come forward to protect 
a nascent industry which according 
to me requires only these two facili
ties, namely, the right to export scrap 
and also the right to import from 
hard currency areas. We do hope
that the Government will give their 
sympathetic consideration to this 
matter.

With these few words. Sir, I heartily 
support the measure before the House.
* Shri A, C. Gaha (Santipur): I
think the Gkjvernment is committed
to the principle of affording protec
tion to the industries. So. from the 
point of view of giving protection to 
the Indian industries, there cannot
be any objection. But the question 
is whether the protection that is being 
given is sufficient or whether the protec
tion is being mis-used by the indus
trialists. The hon. .Minister was 
kind to mention the interests of the 
consumers, and I think when an in
dustry is given any protection, the 
interests of the consumers also 
should be taken into consideration. 
The hon. Minister will find that the 
fair selling price of the two items— 
sago globules and tapioca pearls—  
before 1950 was reported to be Rs. 34 
per cwt. In 1950 the fair selling 
price was reported to be Rs. 41 per 
cwt, and now we find that the fair 
seUing price is Rs. 61 per cwt. So, 
the question naturally arises as to 
whether the in d u s ^  has been mis
using the protection that we have 
given to it. Why has the cost of 
production risen so much? One reason 
is given in the report, that is the cost 
of maize starch.
1 P.M.

Mr. Chairman: It is now one
o’clock. The hon. Member may resume 
his speech later.

The House then adjourned tdl Five 
of the Clock.

The House reassembled at Five of the 
Clock.

[M r . S pea ke r  in the Chair] 

GENERAL BUDGET. 1952-53

The Minister of Finance (Shri C. D. 
Deshmukh): I deem it a great pri
vilege to present this Budget to the 

Ijfirst Parliament elected under the Con- 
fstitution.

As hon. Members are aware, a bud
get for the current year was presented 
to the Provisional Parliament last 
February as usual and a Vote on 
Account was obtained from that Parlia
ment to enable the Government to be 
carried on for^the first four months of 
the current year. A  Finance Act was 
also passed by that Parliament con
tinuing, during the current year, the 
taxes in force when the Budget was 
presented. I then mentioned that the 
Budget as then presented will be pre
sented again to the new Parliament 
with such changes as may be consider
ed necessary by the new Government.

The usual factual information con
tained in the Budget speech was em
bodied in a White Paper which was 
circulated with the Budget last Feb
ruary. I am having this White Paper 
and the speech I then made circulated 
to hon. Members. I do not propose to 
go over the whole ground covered by 
this Wliite Paper and I shall only deal 
with the further changes that have 
taken place since I presented the Bud
get to the Provisional Parliament.

In my speech last February I men
tioned, as a welcome development in 
the country’s economy, the steady drop 
in prices which had been taking place 
from July 1951 onwards. At the end 
of January 1952 the general index 
number of whole-sale orices stood at 
430*3, a drop of nearly six per cent, 
from the peak figure of 457-5 reached 
in April 1951. Between January and 
March there was a more pronounced 
fall in the index number, which drop
ped to 364-9 points, that is, by a fur
ther fourteen oer cent, by the middle 
of March. Since then there has been 
a slight upward movement and the 
index number for the week ended the 
third May stands at 369*8 points which 
may be compared with 301*4, 367*2 and 
393*3, the corresponding index num
bers for August 1947, May 1948 and 
May 1950 respectively.
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This general fall in prices has. as 
I had occasion to exolain more than 
once in the debate following the Bud
get. not been confined to any narticular 
commodity although in the case of 
some of them the drop has been rather 
abrupt. It has been largely due to' the 
disappearance of several international 
factors which led to an artificial rise 
in prices since June 1950, the impact 
o f the monetary and credit policy 
adopted by Government to check in- 
fiation and the improvement in the 
general internal supply position as a 
result of increased production and 
larger imports. The fall in prices in 
the case of certain commodities has, 
however, been sharper than these fac
tors warranted but. this is mainly be
cause of speculative overtrading which 
had led to an artificfal increase in 
recent months in the prices of these 
commodities. On the whole, the drop 
in the price level in recent months has 
been beneficial to the country’s econo- 
iny. although the readjustment neces
sitated by lack of accord between costs 
and prices is bound to cause some un
avoidable difficulties to those engaged 
in business. In their own interest they 
must now decide to cut their losses 
reasonably and concentrate on economy 
and efficiency of production.

Hon. Members are aware of the 
measures taken by Government from 
time to time to meet the situation 
created by the abruptness of the fall 
in prices with particular reference to 
its effect on the country’s export earn
ings. The export duty on hessian was 
reduced last February from Rs. 1.500 
per ton. to Rs. 750 per ton and was fur
ther reduced a few days ago, as simply 
a revenue duty, to Rs. 275 per ton. 
The duty on sacking was also similarly 
reduced from Rs. 350 per ton to Rs. 
175 per ton. Export duties on raw cot
ton and cotton waste have also been 
reduced, while the duties Qp wool and 
groundnut oil and some oil seeds have 
been abolished. Licensing restrictions 
on the export of jute goods have been 
almost completely withdrawn. In the 
case of cotton textiles, in which there 
has been, as in the other exporting 
countries in the world, a sharp reversal 
of the relative strength of demand and 
supply, distribution controls have been 
relaxed and mills have been allowed 
freely to sell the entire production of 
fine and super-fine cloth and 80 per 
cent, of the production of coarse and 
medium cloth. They have also been 
permitted to export fine and super-fine 
cloth freely for shipment upto the end 
o f September 1952. Last week Gov
ernment also permitted the free export 
of coarse and medium cloth for ship
ment upto the end of August 1952.

Government have also assisted the 
industry in purchasing foreign cotton 
by arranging special credit facilities, 
while the concomitant fall in the prices 
of raw cotton has been arrested by 
Government’s offer to purchase the 
cotton at floor prices if necessary, 
backed by the necessary organisation.

The level of industrial production 
during 1951 showed a marked improve
ment in spite of the special difficulties 
which some of the industries encounter
ed in obtaining essential raw materials 
and the cut in electric power in Bom
bay. During the early months of this 
year the improvement in the produc
tion of important commodities ‘ like 
steel, cement, and cotton textiles has 
been maintained. Production of jute 
goods in the first three months of the 
year also showed an increase but from 
the 1st of April the industry has had 
to reduce working hours owing to a 
fall in demand which in its turn is the 
result of the recent trend of prices. 
The abrupt change over from a seller’s 
to a buyer’s market is reflected in the 
consumer resistance Which the pro
ducts of a number of industries are en
countering at the moment. But once 
the necessary adjustments have been 
effected in production and prices it is 
hoped that the level of production will 
recover from its temporary set back.

The improvement in agricultural pro
duction has also been well maintained, 
although in the case of foodgrains the 
additional production from the Grow 
More Food schemes was more than off
set by the fall in production in large 
areas of the country affected by 
drought or insufficient rains. Jute pro
duction has increased to 46-3 lakh 
bales, nearly thrice the quantity pro
duced in 1947-48. Although the cotton 
crop was affected by adverse seasonal 
conditions, the .vield is estimated at 
33 lakh bales compared with 24 lakh 
bales in 1947-48. The production of 
sugar has shown a remarkable increase 
and is estimated at 13  ̂ lakh tons as 
against 10? lakh tons in 1947-48. As 
the House is aware, a committee under 
the Chairmanship of Shri V. T. 
Krishnamachari is eno.uiring into the 
achievements of the Grow More Food 
campaign and the results, of this en
quiry are. being awaited with keen 
interest.

The question has been frequently 
asked in recent weeks whether the fall 
in prices over the last few months is 
not an indication of the onset of a reces
sion or even a depression. Personally 
I do not think that this is so, although 
I confess that in this matter, where 
so much depends on unpredictable '
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world developments, it is hazardous 
to prognosticate. But I believe that 
most competent observers are of the 
view that the fall in orices represents 
in a sense the phase in which the in
flationary trends which have been such 
a marked feature of world economy 
for the last so many years have been 
spent out and. in our country, counter
ed by measures deliberately adopted to 
curb them. I do not subscribe to the 
view that at the present juncture the 
fall is a portent calling for the reckless 
injection of purchasing power into the 
country’s economy. While it would be 
premature to talk of anything in the. 
nature of a recession it is clear that 
prices have now reached a more stable 
level. I venture to suggest that a fall 
in prices is not per se a thing to be 
feared especially if it can be brought 
about in an orderly manner.’ It is 
only when it is of such a nature as 
to lead to a reduction in production 
and employment that it contains a 
t-hreat to the country’s economy. I need 
hardly assure the House that Govern
ment are most keenly alive to this 
danger and that they would take ade
quate steps, so far as lies in their 
power, to see that the level of produc
tion and emDloyment is not adversely 
affected by a disorderly movement of 
prices.

I shall now digress to deal briefl.y 
with the country’s balance of payments. 
Hon. Members may remember that 
both in the White Paper on the interim 
Budget and in my speech last Feb
ruary I drew attention to the fact that 
the balance of payments position during 
last year was not as favourable as in
1950. After taking into account the 
amounts drawn from the American 
Wheat Loan the deficit on current 
transactions for that year is iikely to 
be of the order of Rs. 30 crores. This 

has contmued during the first 
four months of the current year and is 
reflected in the drop of Rs. 81 crores 
in the amount of our Sterling balances, 
between the end of December 1951 and 
the end of April 1952.

I do not want the House to gather 
the impression from this that this posi
tion was wholly unforeseen. Under 
the stimulus .of the devaluation of the 
rupee and the boom in prices which 
followed the outbreak of the Korean 
war we had accumulated a substantial 
surplus in our balance of payments 
during 1950 and the early months of 
1951. During this period we could 
not import as much as we could wish 
owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies from abroad. In consequence, 
the domestic stocks of essential sup

plies had fallen to a low level and it  
became essential to take measures to- 
restore the stocks by reducing exports, 
as for example of cotton textiles, oil 
and oil seeds, and by stepping up im

' ports of raw materials and essential 
consumer goods. We also had to pay 
higher prices for whatever supplies we- 
could obtain. The unavoidable in
crease in the import of foodgrains also 
contributed to the large import sur
plus during this period. It is not, 
therefore, a case of frittering away the- 
country’s assets; the deficit could be 
said to be. in a sense, a planned deficit.
I might mention in this connection 
that till the end of last month the de
ficit on current transactions had been 
met wholly from the surolus accumulat
ed by us in 1950 and early 1951 and 
we had not to draw on the release o f  
£35 million for the year ending June 
1952 under the Sterling Balances 
Agreement.

During recent months the rate of the 
deficit in our balance of payments has 
risen owing to a change in world con
ditions and the fall in the demand for 
.some of our principal exports and 
their prices. I mentioned earlier the 
various .steps taken in the field of ex
port duties for stimulating exports and 
maintaining our export earnings. We 
have also considerably relaxed the 
procedure for the licensing of exports. 
It is difficult, when conditions are set 
fluid, to forecast the future trends 
which are affected, as they are bound 
to be. by conditions in world markets. 
But the House may rest assured that 
Government will take all possible steos  ̂
to arrest and reverse the recent trendff 
and maintain the deficit in the over
all balance of paymen^ts within the 
amount available to us from the ac
cumulated sterling balances.

A brief account of the deterioration 
during 1951 in the dollar oosition o f 
this country and of the Sterling Area 
as a whole and the measures taken to 
stop the drain on the Certral reservei: 
has been given in the White Paper 
circulated with the budget papers. 
Although the measures taken by the 
Commonwealth Governments, follow
ing the meeting of their Finance Minif;- 
ters in London la.st January, have not 
taken full effect, the rate of decline 
in the gold and dollar reserves of the 
Sterling Area has come down consider
ably in March 1952. In our own case 
it may he expected that the present re
latively improved position in the stocks 
of wheat and raw cotton should enable 
us to reduce our dollar expenditure to 
some extent in the second half of this
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year. It is also likely that the recent 
reduction in the export duty on hessian 
will stimulate exports. If the negotia
tions for loans from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop
ment, which are in train, result in the 
grant of loans, this will also assist the 
country’s dollar position.

I shall now pass on to the changes 
made in the Budget as presented to 
the Provisional Parliament. But be
fore I do so I should like to mention 
a change in procedure in regard to the 
preparation of the Demands for Grants. 
It has been the practice so far, where 
any recoveries are, under the ^count- 
ing rules, taken in reduction of the ex
penditure, to ask Parliament to vote 
the net sum under the demand. The 
recoveries so included in these De
mands became, in effect available for 
expenditure although they may have 
no direct relation to the sum actuaUy 
spent during the year. This procedure 
has recently been examined in consulta
tion with the Comptroller and Auditor- 
General and it has been decided that 
in future the Demands for Grants 
should be presented for the gross 
amount of the exDenditure, without 
regard to the recoveries that may come 
in during the course of the year. These 
recoveries will continue to be adjusted 
in the accounts as at present in reduc
tion of the expenditure but. so far as 
the spending authorities are concerned, 
these will not be available to them and 
they will be answerable to Parliament 
for the gross amount of expenditure, 
which in a sense represents the real 
outgoings from the Consolidated Fund 
for which the authority of Parliament 
is required. I need hardly mention 
that this change does not involve any 
actual increase in expenditure. It is 
only a change in the method of presen
tation and I hope that the elimination 
of these recoveries from the Budgets 
of spending authorities will result in 
an improvement in the control of ex
penditure. A note explaining the 
changes made on this account in the 
Demands for Grants is being circulated 
with the Budget papers.

The Budget presented last February 
provided for a surplus of Rs. 18-73 
crores on revenue account and an over
all deficit of Rs. 56*35 crores, taking-the 
revenue and capital Budgets together. 
I now estimate that the revenue sur
plus will be Rs. 3-73 crores and the 
overall deficit Rs. 75-6 crores. The fall 
of Rs. 15 crores in the revenue surplus 
?s mainly due to a drop of Rs. 25 crores 
in the receipts from customs, which 
includes export duties, owing to the 
lecent reduction in the export duty 
on hessian and sacking, raw cotton and

cotton waste, and the abolition of the- 
export duties on raw wool, groundnut 
oil, oil seeds, etc. This will be partly 
c«junterbalanced by an improvement o f 
Rs. five crores in advance collections 
of income-tax. On the expenditure 
side, I expect a drop of Rs. five crores 
in civil expendtture, made up of a re
duction of Rs. ten crores in the pro
vision for food subsidies set off by a- 
provision of Rs. five crores for grants, 
of which Rs. three crores represents the 
Central share of the expenditure orr 
community development schemcs spon
sored under the Indo-U.S. Technical 
Co-operation Agreement and Rs. two 
crores is for subsidising industrial 
housing. I do not propose any other 
•'-hange in the revenue Budget at thic 
stage. In the capital Budget I expect 
a worsening of Rs. 4-25 crores due to 
an additional provision of Rs. ten crores 
♦jr loans to finance minor irrigation; 
projects, Rs. five crores for loans for 
industrial housing, Rs. six crores for 
li ans for the community development 
projects mentioned earlier and Rs 25 
lakhs for investment in a machiiicry- 
n-anufacturing corporation, which (Gov
ernment have under consideration, 
partly set off by the receipt of Rs. ten 
c'.ores from the sale of American wheat 
carried over from last year, Rs. -five- 
crores from the sale proceeds o r  
materials likely to be received under 
tne Technical Co-operation Agreement 
and Rs. two crores of short-term loans 
returned by the State Governments. I' 
do not think that the figures-under the 
other heads in the Budget require to 
be changed.

Hon. Members will notice that I pro- 
pjsed to retain only a sum of Rs. I.*)- 
crores in the Budget for food subsidies 
out of the provision of Rs. 25 crores 
made in the Budget last February. 
This amount will, I expect, be sjfR- 
cient for meeting the expenditure in 
accordance with the policy announced 
ly.st February and the subsequent re
duction in the orioe of milo. This re 
duction in food subsidies has led to 
protests and demonstrations from the' 
sections of the public affected in the- 
States. As I explained to the House at 
some length last Tuesday, after giving 
the most anxious consideration to Lhese 
ciiticisms Government feel thai. th^ 
policy adopted by them is inescappble 
£-nd will prove to be bencficial in tho 
long term interests of the country. 
With the ri.se in the prices of im
ported supplies we shall require some
thing of the order of Rs. fin rrores 3h 
year if. in addition to .*:ubsidi:nng irJlo 
we are to maintain the subsidies in 
the industrial areas as- in last year 
and last year’s price level e!se^/here. 
'This by itself would placa an impossi-
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tJe burden on the financial resources 
of the Centre. Even last year some 
States criticised vigorously the Fub- 
sidisatioh of industrial urban areas 
while in the rural areas yjtside pi ices 
remained high. In the circumstances 
of the current year this gap would 
have been widened and there is iiHle 
room for doubt that once a full fojb- 
sidy for industrial urban areas is con
ceded there would be an equally cla
mant demand for a corresponding sub
sidy for rural areas. If the subsidy 
is to give the whole range of consumers 
prices charged in industrial areas in
1951, the cost would amount to some- 
tl.ing like Rs 90 crores a year. I am 
sure that there will be widespread 
agreement with the view that with so 
many competing claims upon our re
sources, particularly for development 
of our economy, calculated to secure 
inore lasting benefits, it wiil be Waite- 
iul to spend sums of this order on 
consumotion by subsidising food. It 
has also to be remembered that the 
increase in the price of foodgrains has 
to ' be considered against the back
ground of the reduction in the general 
price level of other commodities, the 
benefit of which goes to the consumer. 
The movements in the working class 
cost of living indices at the various 
industrial urban centres show that the 
compensatory fall in the aggregate on 
these other commodities has been 

. substantial. There is bound to be some 
measure of hardship, owing to the dis
turbance of family budgets, until the 
necessary adjustments are made. But 
this hardship is inevitable and Gov
ernment are doing their best to miti
gate it for the poorer classes for sub
sidising milo, wherever it is consumed. 
I regret I cannot hold out any hope of 
a relief, in the form of the restoratiBn 
of any system of subsidies committing 
the Central exchequer to bringing 
about an approximation between the 
prices of imported and internally pro
cured grain. But. as mentioned by the 
President in his Address to Parliament, 
Govern'nent are anxious that no dis
tress should be caused and will do all 
in their power to prevent this from 
happening.

I shall now summarise the result of 
the changes which I mentioned earlier. 
The total revenue for the year is now 
estimated at Rs. 404-98 crores and the 
expenditure met from revenue at Rs. 
401-25 crores (of which Rs. ] 97-95 
crores will be on Defence Services and ' 
Rs. 203-3 crores under civil heads), 
leaving a surplus of Rs. 3-73 crores 
on revenue account. The capital and 
ways and means Budget is expected 
to show a deficit of Rs. 79*33 crores,

leaving an overall deficit of Rs. 75-6 
crores, taking the Budget as a whoie. 
This will leave, at the end of the Bud
get year, a closing balance of Rs. 
83.08 crores, of which roughly Rs. 40 
crores will be the unspent balance of 
foreign aid received by us, the rest 
lepresenting what any prudent 
management of the exchequer would 
need as a minimum bank balance for 
the order of financial operations in
volved. •

Although the estimated revenue sur
plus has now been reduced by Rs. 15 
crores and the overalL budgetary de
ficit increased by Rs. 19.25 crores, I 
do not propose to make any changes 
in taxation. I expect I shall hear, 
in the course of the next few weeks, 
complaints both from Members of 
Parliament and from the public that I 
have given no concession to the tax
payer. The problem before me now 
is really not one of having any money 
to give away bat of how to make good 
the net loss of resources which the 
changes I have proposed involve. In 
present circumstances, when for the 
first time in four years the ordinary 
citizen finds the price levels a little less 
irksome, there is so much to be accom- 
pL’shed for the development of the 
country and there is no clear indication 
of impunity for deficit financing. I 
do not feel that anyone would 
seriously suggest a reduction in taxa
tion. In the last two years our reve
nues have been buoyant, largely on 
account of fortuitous and by no means 
welcome international developments 
while the calls on our resources for 
essential expenditure have been stead
ily rising. The recent developments in 
the economic situation, which have 
affected substantially our revenues 
from customs, underline the need for 
strengthening the country’s revenue 
position as far as possible. It will be 
dangerous at this stage to do anything 
to weaken Government’s revenue posi
tion and I have no doubt that there 
will be understanding support for this 
view.

This leads me .to the question of 
economy in public expenditure to 
which Government’s attention is being 
continuously drawn both in Palrlia- 
ment and outside. So far as the ex
penditure on Defence is concerned, 
while it is not possible to secure any 
further appreciable reduction in the 
size of the Defence Budget without a 
reduction in the size of the Army, 
which the needs of the country's se
curity rule out for the present, the 
search for economy in this expenditure
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has been contirjuously going on. As i 
mentioned when 1 presented tne ±iud- 
Set last February, a critical* examina- 
iion ot tne organisation and equipment 
ot the Armea r orces, as they exist 
loday, has oeen undertaken. This 
examination, which is progressing satis- 
lactorily, iS expected to be completed 
in the next lew months. ihe pro
gress made in this examination and 
the tentdtivc conclusions on some of 
the matters consiaereci indicate the 
possibiiiiy ol cnectmg some savings.
A  firm  estim ate is still n ot possiDle 
Dut I h op e  to  oe  in a pos ition  to g iv e  
ih e  House an :n a ica tion  ot this savmg 
•when 1 place c e io r e  it, in due course, 
m e  rev ised  estim ates lor this year.

I also mentioned that I had deputed 
one or two senior omcers to conduct 
a similar enquiry into civil expendi
ture. This enquiry is still going on and 
it may be some time oelore its results 
are availabis. nut I must make it 
clear that m an expanding economy 
like ours any saving realised in ad
ministrative expenditure is likely tp be 
jnore than aosoroed by increasing de
mands lor tioveiopmenial expenditure, 
it Will be unwise to tnink tnat there 
js SLiiiicient scope lor economy to make 
po^si.jie a suosianuai reduction in taxa- . 
uuii. While me departmental search 
lor economy continues, 1 also look for- . 
ward to continuing assistance from the 
labours oi the Public Accounts and 
Estimates Committees in securing that, 
within the lour corners of the policy 
laid down by Parliament, the moneys 
authorised to be spent by it are utilised 
u) the best possible advantage and 
without avoidable waste.

As I mentioned earlier, at the end 
o f the Budget year Government’s cash 
balances would have dropped to appro
ximately Rs. 83 crores, a drop of 
about Rs. 200 crores from the accumu
lated cash balances immediately after 
the partition. The bulk of this money 
has been spent on essential purposes 
and on the development of the countrj% 
rad although there may be a difference 
( f opinion as to whether every rupee 
of it has been well spent, few will deny 
that the expenditure has substantially 
been for the security or benefit of the

country. The existence of these ac
cumulated balances was a reserve 
wnich win not be available in lutuic* 
years, as the level of the free oa.’iances 
wnicn we shall have reacned at me 
end ot M arch  195;̂ , after omitting tn̂ ; 
unspent balance out of tne loreign 
assistance, will, as I have aireaay 
pointed out, leave Government oniy 
witn tne minimum balance wnich mey 
ougnt to keep. For the future, there- 
tore, on the assumption that me various 
indices do not point to the onset of a 
persistent recession, we shall have to 
raise currently alJ» the money tnat we 
may need lor meeting public expendi
ture and for the execution of the nve- 
year On any view ot me luture
which one could take, there can be 
no room lor complacency or lor the re
laxation of the ettorts to raise tne maxi
mum amount of resources tor the 
country’s development Ihe Planning 
Commission has drawn up a realistic 
plan which would take us a definite 
step forward in the realisation of the 
larger and fuUer life, without which 
freedom would be devoid of zest. We 
have received assistance from abroad, 
fo r  our development plan in recent 
months through the U.S. Technical 
Uo-operation Agreement, the Ford 
i*ounaation, the Colombo Plan and so 
on. But while all this is welcome and 
while one may hope for an increasing 
flow  ot such assistance in the future, 
we have largely to reiy on ourselves.
I  he edifice of our prosperity cannot be 
built on props of outside assistance 
without sacrificing something vital in 
the nation’s spirit but can be built en
duringly only by the efforts of our 
own people. If the budgetaiy burdens 
are sometimes found to be irksome, I 
trust those who find it so in this 
House and outside will remember that 
we carry these burdens for ourselves 
and our children and not for someone 
else. I have no doubt that the realisa
tion that tiie people of this country are 
doing the utmost in their power to 
he’.p themselves will widen the flow 
of assistance from our friends outside.

The House then adjourned till a 
Quarter Past Eight of the Clock on 
Monday, the 26th May, 1952T
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