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23. Shri Siddarju. M.P.,
Agatha Gowdanahally,
Gundlupet,
Mysore Distt.

Bangalore Tac:
1. Shri Irabhadrappa Lakkanagaov,

S/o Late Sh. Rachappa,
Bijapur, Karnataka.

Note:- Three members are being nominated.

Basic Cellphone Call Rates

6260. SHRI MANIKRAO JHODLYA GAVIT: Will the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Delhi High Court have refused to grant 
stay on the department of telecommunications order 
imposing exorbitant basic cellphone call rates;

(b) if so. the details thereof;

(c) whether the cellular telecom operators have 
sought his Ministry’s intervention in the matter; and

(d) if so. the reaction of Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA): (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) while not granting stay, the Hon’ble Court had 
directed the petitioners to represent their case before 
Telecom. Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI).

(c) and (d) Yes, Sir. But, since the matter became 
subjudice, the intervention by the Ministry was ruled out.

Telephone Exchange In Barddhaman

6261. SHRI BALAI CHANDRA RAY: Will the Minister 
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any new telephone exchanges have 
been set up in the district of Barddhaman, West Bengal;

(b) if so, names of those exchanges alongwith their 
line capacity;

(c) names of those places where new exchanges 
are likely to be set up during the current financial year; 
and

(d) the steps taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) The name of the Exchanges opened during
1996-97 with their line capacities are furnished in the 
Statement attached.

(c) and (d) Not yet been finalised.

Statement

New exchanges opened During 1996-97 
(Barddhaman District)

SI. No.Name of Exchange Line (Capac*ty)

1. Bidhan Nagar 2000

2. Rajbandh 256

3. Gopalmath 256

4. Gopalpur 256

5. Balgona 256

6. Agradwip 256

7. Madhyamgram 256

8. Amarun 256

9. Raina 256

10. Gangpur 256

11. Uttar Ramnagar 256

12. Jhanjra 512

Dropping of Vividh Bharti Broadcast
on Hyderabad Air

6262. SHRI L. RAMANA: Will the Minister of INFOR
MATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Vividh Bharti has stopped broadcast on 
medium wave in Hyderabad from April 1, 1997;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government to restart 
the same broadcast?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROAD
CASTING (SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) !p. order to improve the Vividh Bharti 
Service, broadcast of programmes of this service from 
different centres is being replaced from Medium Wave to 
high quality FM Mode. To familiarise the public with FM 
broadcast, for sometime Medium Wave broadcast is also 
continued along with FM broadcast. Similarly, the Vividh 
Bharti Service from Hyderabad was broadcast in both 
Medium Wave and FM service till 31st March, 1997 and 
w.e.f. 1st April, 1997, the Medium Wave service was 
discontinued and the broadcast is being done only in FM 
service.

Complaints Against Malayalam News Broadcast 
From Air, New Delhi

6263. SHRI S. AJAY KUMAR: Will the Minister of 
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 
state:

(a) whether there are many complaints against the
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mistakes/improper usage of appropriate Malayalam words 
in Malayalam news broadcasted from AIR Radio, New 
Delhi;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the action Government has taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROAD
CASTING (SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY); (a) Directorate 
General of All India Radio has informed that no such 
complaints have been received.

(b) and (c): Do not arise.

Projects in Assam

6264. SHRI KESHAB MAHANTA: Will the Minister of 
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to

state;

(a) the details of Doordarshan and AIR projects in
Assam under implementation with their present status;

(b) the time by which these ongoing projects are
likely to be completed and commissioned; and

(c) the details of new TV transmitters/AIR stations
proposed to be set up during the Ninth Five Year Plan, 
location-wise?

THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROAD
CASTING (SHRI S. JAIPAL REDDY) : (a) and (b) A 
Statement is attached.

(c) The 9th Five Year Plan proposals are yet to be 
finalised. Hence, no definite commitment on locations of 
projects can be made at this stage.

Statement

SI. No. Project

All India Radio

1 Kokrajhar 20 KW MW 
Transmitter and 
Type I Studios.

Tezpur 20 KW MW 
Transmitter and 
Type I Studio

Status

Installation 
is completed. 
Studio premises 
are occupied by 
Security forces.

Installation 
is completed. 
Civil works are 
over.

Expected Year of Completion

Immediately on 
release of 
occupation from 
Security forces.

1997-98

Dhubri (Relay)
6 KW FM Trasmitter

Guwahati 
Replacement of 
50 KW MW Transmitter 
by a 100 KW MW High 
Power Transmitter

Building works 
are in progress.

Installation is 
completed. Joint 
inspection is in 
progress.

1997-98

1997-98

Guwahati 
Expansion of 
Commercial Channel 
10 KW FM Transmitter

Installation and 
Testing works are 
over. Joint 
inspection is being 
arranged.

1997-98

6. Lumding
Community Radio 
Station

Doordarshan
1 Bokakhat (DD I) Low 

Power Transmitters
2. Silchar (DD II) LPT
3. Dibrugarh (DD I) LPT

Required site 
acquisition is 
under process in 
consultation with 
the State Government.

Six months from 
the date of 
acquisition 
of site.

These projects are under implementation having been sanctioned in March 1997 and 
are expected to be completed during 1998-99 subject to availability of equipment, 
site, staff and other infrastructural facilities.


