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THE M IN ISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND mlNISTER  
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) No, Sir.

(b) to (d). Do not arise.

Supply of Commodities

2564. SHRI PARASRAM BHARADWAJ : Will the 
Minister of CIVIL SUPPLIES, CO NSUM ER AFFAIRS AND 
PUBLIC D ISTRIBUTION be pleased to state :

(a) w hether in view of steep rise in prices of 
vegetables/fruits/polypack milk, the Government propose 
to allow fair price shops to handle these ^commodities 
by arranging supplies from production centres from rural 
areas to benefit producers and consumers; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE M INISTER OF FOOD AND M INISTER OF CIVIL  
S U P P L IE S , C O N S U M E R  A F F A IR S  A N D  P U B LIC  
DISTRIBUTION (SHRI DEVENDRA PRASAD YADAV) :
(a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

[T rans la tion ]

New Telephone Exchanges In Bareilly

2565. SHRI SANTOSH KUMAR GANGAWAR : Will 
the Minister of CO M M UNICATIO NS be pleased to state:

(a) w hether the strowger system  of telephone  
exchange in Bereilly, Uttar Pradesh has been declared 
obsolete;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the time by which it is proposed to be replaced 
by a new telephone exchange?

THE M INISTER OF COM MUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) to (c). The STrowger Exchange 
of Bereilly was first installed in 1977 with a capacity of 
3000  lines and expanded  upto 10 ,000  lines. This 
exchange  has since been rep laced  and all lines  
transferred to E-10b Electronic Exchange by December,
1995.

Speed Post Service in Azamgarh, U.P.

2566. D R . B A ILR A M  : W ill the M in is ter of 
COM MUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) whether ‘speed post' service is available in uttar 
Pradesh particularly in Azamgarh district;

(b) if not, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the steps to be taken by the Government in this 
regard?

THE M INISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Speed Post Service on the 
National Network is available in 9 cities in Uttar Pradesh.

These are Agra, Allahabad, Dehradun, Gorakhpur, 
Lucknow, Meerut, Moradabad, Kanpur, Varanasi, Speed 
Post Service has not yet been provided in Azamgarh 
District.

(b) Under Speed Post network, only a specific city/ 
town, and not the entire district, is connected. Moreover, 
justification for introducing this service in a town 
depends on operational feasibility and financial viability.

(c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.

[E n g lish ]

Non functioning of Steel Plant

2567. SHRI ANCHAL DAS : Will the Minister of 
STEEL be pleased to state :

(a) whether the MESCO Steel Plant in district Tajpur, 
Orissa has been functioning;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE M IN IS TE R  OF STEEL AND M IN IS TE R  OF 
MINES (SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA) : (a) to
(c). According to information made available by the 
State Govt, of Orissa, the following two steel plants are 
proposed to be set up by the Mesco Group at Integrated 
Industrial Complex, Distt. Jajpur, Orissa

S. Name of the Unit Capacity (Million TPA) 
No.

1. Mideast Integrated Ph.I :: 0.50 (Pig Iron)
Steel Limited Ph.II : 1.20 (Steel)

2. Mesco Kalinga Steel Ph.I :: 2.25 (Pig Iron & Steel)
Limited Ph.II : 4.50 ( -do- )

As reported by the State Govt., the first phase of the 
Mideast Integrated Steel Limited’s project is expected 
to be commissioned in August, 1996.

Delivery of Money Order

2568. S H R I C H U R C H IL L  A LE M A O  : W ill the  
Minister of COM MUNICATIONS be pleased to state ;

(a) whether the payment against the money-oraers 
sent by the people are not made in time particularly in 
hilly and remote areas of the country;

(b) if s o .^ ^ h e th e r any com plaints have been  
received in this regard during the last two years;

(c) if so, the details thereof and the action taken by 
the Government thereon;

(d) the number of guilty postal employees punished;
and

(e) the steps -proposed to be taken  by the  
Government to ensure early delivery of money orders?
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THE M INISTER OF COM M UNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
P R A S A D  VARM A) : (a) M oney o rd e rs  are  gen era lly  
d e liv e re d  in t im e . C o m p la in ts  re g a rd in g  d e la y  in 
paym ent of M oney Orders constitu te  only about 0.1%  of 
the  M oney Order traffic. The occasiona l de lay in paym ent 
of M oney orders in hilly and remote areas is usually on 
account of irregu lar p lying of buses, d ifficu lt te rra in  and 
w eather cond itions. However, some Post offices in B ihar 
and Eastern Uttar Pradesh in particu lar, are not able to 
e ffect paym ent of m oney orders at tim es as loca l banks 
are not in a position to provide adequate  cash to Post 
O ffices and have d ifficu lties in p reparing dra fts fo r  low 
am ounts.

(b) and (c). Num ber of com pla in ts received relating 
to M oney O rders was 2,67,242 and 2 ,86,960 in 1994- 
95 and 1995-96 respectively. These include com pla in ts 
re la t in g  to d e la y , n o n -p a y m e n t, n o n - re c e ip t  of 
acknow ledgem ent. All com pla in ts are inqu ired into and 
rem edia l action is taken. If any o ffic ia l is found at fault, 
su itab le action is taken aga inst him.

(d) The in form ation on num ber of postal em ployees 
pun ished for lapses in the paym ent of m oney orders is 
be ing  co llec ted  and w ill be laid on the  Table of the  
House.

(e) The fo llow ing steps have been taken  to ensure 
prom pt paym ent of m oney orders

(i) A rranging adequate  finance  to post o ffices 
to pay m oney orders espec ia lly  in villages, 
hilly and rem ote areas.

(ii) P eriod ic revis ion of cash b a lances  of Sub 
P ost O ffices  and B ranch  P os t O ffice s  to 
ensure adequacy of cash in post o ffices.

(iii) Regular m onitoring of the paym ent of m oney 
o rd e rs  in P ost O ffice s  p a rt ic u la r ly  in the  
villages and rem ote areas.

(iv) Inspecting and v is iting  o ffic ia ls  who vis it Sub 
and b ranch  Post o ffices ve rify  paym en t of 
c e r ta in  n u m b e r o f m o n e y  o rd e rs  as a 
con tinu ing  p rocess.

(v) fo r ensu ring  adequate  cash to Post O ffices in 
Eastern U.P. and B ihar fo r paym ent of M oney 
O rders the m atter has been taken up with 
the  R e se rve  B ank  of Ind ia  and  is be ing  
pu rsued .

(vi)- P rog ress ive  m o to risa tion  of conveyance  of 
m ails , in c lu d in g  m oney o rde rs , to v illa g e s  
instead of conveyance  on foot to speed up 
transm iss ion .

(vii) T ransm iss ion  of M oney orders th rough V-SAT 
N ations located in different parts of the country.

Projects in Assam

2569. D R . A R U N  K U M A R  S A R M A  : W ill th e  
M in is ter of IN FO R M A TIO N  AND B R O A D C AS TIN G  be 
p leased to state :

(a) the  n um ber of p ro je c ts  fo r se tting  up of TV 
transm itte rs/A IR  sta tions in Assam  com pleted and the 
num ber of pro jects  pending so far, location-w ise;

(b) the tim e by w hich the pending pro jects are likely 
to be com ple ted; and

(c) the  d e ta ils  of th e  new  TV tra n s m itte rs /A IR  
S ta tions  p ro posed  to be set up in the  S tate during
1996-97, loca tion -w ise?

THE M IN ISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND M INISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BRO ADCASTING  (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM ) ; (a) to (c). A s ta tem ent show ing A ll India 
Radio S ta tions/D oorda rshan  Kendras function ing /under 
im p le m e n ta tio n /e n v isa g e d  to be set up in A ssam  is 
enclosed. AIR p ro jec ts  at Kokrajhar, Tezptir and Dhubri 
are expected be com ple ted  to by M arch, 1997 w hereas 
L u m d in g  is ta rg e te d  d u rin g  9 th  P la n  p e rio d . The  
D o o rd a rs h a n  p ro je c ts  e n v is a g e d  a re  ye t to  be 
sanc tioned  and im p le m e n ta tio n  of these  tran sm itte rs  
w ill be  ta ke n  up a fte r  re q u is ite  fu n d s /in fra s tru c tu re  
fac ilitie s  becom e ava ilab le .

STATEMENT

C om pleted  Schem es U nder im p lem en ta tion Envisaged to be set up

1 2 3

ALL INDIA RADIO

LRS Haflong NRS K okra jhar
LRS N agaon NRS Tezpur
LRS D iphu RC D hubri

CRS Lum ding

D O O R D A R S H A N

HPT HPT

D ib ruga rh Tezpur
G uw ahati Jorha t
S ilch a r B o g a in g a o n /K o k ra jh a r


