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The dispute between the Governments ot Andhra
Pradesh and Orissa on Jhanjawati Project is regarding de-
marcation of interstate boundary for assessment of actual
area of submergence.

The Project report on Bahuda project prepared by the
Government of Andhra Pradesh was not in accordance with
the inter-State agreement with Orissa which inter alia speci-
fies that storage in Andhra Pradesh on Bahuda river would
not involve any submergence of Orissa territory, but allows
Andhra Pradesh construction of some ancillary works
needed for functioning of the storage scheme on Orissa
ter-itory. Modified report is still awaited from Government
of Andhra Pradesh.

A number of official level meetings have been held in
Central Water Commission with the officials of State Gov-
ernments of Andhra Pradesh and Orissa to resolve the
above issue

The Chief Ministers of Andhra Pradesh and Orissa have
also met in June, 1992 and again in December, 1994 to
resolve the issues. The last Ministerial leve! meeting be-
tween the two States on this was held on 1.2.1997 at
Bhubaneshwar.

[Translation]

Blind Persons

*129. SHRIMATI KETAKI DEVI SINGH : Will the
Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state :

(a) whether the number of blind persons have increased
sharply in the country during the last three years;

(b) if so, whether the Government have chalked out
any plan for their treatment;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the number of blind persons likely to be benefited
by the said plan?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SALEEM IQBAL
SHERVANI) : (a) According to the National survey conducted
in 1986-89, there were about 12 million blind people in the
country. No nation-wide survey has been undertaken there-
after to estimate changes in the number of blind persons in
the country.

(b) and (c) The Government under National
Programme for Control of Blindness have chalked out the
following schemes to be implemented during the IX Five
Year Plan Period : -

(1) Strengthening of existing infrastructure for eye
care through Establishment of District Eye
Care Mobile Units.

(ii) Strengthening of Community Health Centres/
Sub-district Hospitals and assistance for
setting up or expansion of Eye Care Units and
Eye Banks in Voluntary Sector.

MARCH 3, 1997

to Questions 28

(iii) Strengthening management of eye care
programme at Central and State level and
setting of District Blindness Control Societies
throughout the country.

(iv) Strengthening of school eye screening
programme for refractive errors.

(v) Development of Human Resources through
technical and managerial training.

(vi) Need-based and appropriate activities
relating to Information, Education and
Communication to generate demands for eye
care.

(d) During the 9th Five Year Plan about 175 lakh peo
ple are likely to be benefited through Cataract Operations.

[English]

Hindustan Shipyard

*130. DR.T. SUBBARAMI REDDY : Will the Minis-
ter of SURFACE TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Public Sector Hindustan Shipyard has
become the first shipyard in the country to receive the
IS 8001,

(b) if so, the main quality of parameters of IS 8001;

(c) whether the shipyard will be able to provide quality
products and services after receiving IS 9001; and

(d) if so, by what time IS 9001 will be applicable to the
shipping industry?

THE MINISTER OF SURFACE TRANSPORT
(SHRI T.G. VENKATRAMAN) : (a) Presumably the Hon'ble
Member is referring to ISO - 8001. Yes, Sir. Hindustan Ship-
yard Ltd. is the first Public Sector Shipyard in the country to
receive ISO - 9001,

(b) The main parameter of ISO : 9001 is the model for
quality assurance in design development, production, in-
stallation and servicing for shipbuilding in conformity with
international standards.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) While it is not mandatory to obtain I1SO: 9001, ac-
creditation to the international standard is an added advan-
tage for the Yard.

[Translation]

Research Work to control Population Growth

*131. SHRIMATI SHEELA GAUTAM: Will the Minister
of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:



