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(v) Staff is trained in fire-fighting techniques;

(vi) Creating an awareness in the travelling public
through various media, regarding dangers of
carrying inflammable and explosive material
on passenger carrying trains. Periodical
checks are made on this aspect.

Necessary Powers to General Managers

864. SHRI AJOY MUKHOPADHYAY : Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government propose to give
necessary powers to General Managers for procurement
of coaches for smooth running of trains and fulfilling the
minimum need of increasing the number of trains in
their respective Zones and for that raquisite financial
powers be given to them;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) No such
proposal is presently under consideration of the
Government.

(b) Does not arise..

(c) Indian Railways’ requirement of passenger
coaches is largely met by Integral Coach Factory and
Rail Coach Factory. Procurement of passenger vehicles
and their deployment on various Zonal Railways is done
by the Railway Board on a global basis and it is not
considered desirable to authorise Zonal Railways to
procure passenger coaches locally.

T.V. Transmitter Assam

865. DR. PRABIN CHANDRA SARMA : Will the
Minister of INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be
pleased to state :

(a) the number of High Power Transmitters, Low
Power Transmitters and Very Low Power Transmitters
installed in Assam during each of the last three years;

(b) whether the border districts of Assam are
affected by propaganda by neighbouring countries
through High Power Television and Radio Transmitters;
and

(c) if so, the steps proposed to taken by the
Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M.
IBRAHIM) : (a) whereas 4 Low Power Transmitters were
installed during 1994-95 and 6 Low Power Transmitters
and 1 Very Low Power Transmitter during 1995-96, no
Transmitter has been installed during the current
financial year.

(b) Although some parts of Assam do receive TV/
Radio signals from neighbouring countries, no report on
propoganda by these countries has been received so far.

PHALGUNA 8, 1918 (Saka)

to Questions 54

(c) All India Radio and Doordarshan Plans to
strengthen coverage of border areas of Assam. With the
completion of All India Radio projects presently under
implementation, the radio coverage in the state of Assam
will increase from the existing 83% to 99% by population.
Doordarshan proposes to set up High Power Transmitters
in Tazpur, Jorhat and Kokrajhar subject to availability of
funds, infrastructural facilities and inter-se priorities.

Air Traffic Growth

866. SHRI ANANT GUDHE : Will the Minister of
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state :

(a) the estimated air traffic growth in the country

- during the next three years-major airport-wise;

“(b) the details of upgradation, expansion/
modernisation plan proposed to meet the fast growing
air traffic in the country;

(c) the details of investment involved in
development of Air Traffic infrastructure in the country
for the next three years; and

(d) the strategies and priorities worked out to
strengthen and modernise the Air Infrastructure to handle
fast growth in air traffic?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M.
IBRAHIM) : (a) During the next three years, it is expected
that growth in International and Domestic passenger
traffic would be 8% and 12.5% respectively.

(b) During the Ninth plan period, the following
airports have been identified for upgradation :-

For limited international operations : Ahmedabad,
Aurangabad, Amritsar, Bhubaneshwar, Calicut,
Coimbatore, Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jaipur, Lucknow,
Mangalore, Madurai and Varanasi.

For domestic operations : Agartala, Bagdogra (Civil
Enclave), Bhopal, Bhuj (Civil Enclave), Bhavnagar,
Dibrugarh, Gaya, Hassan, Imphal, Jabalpur, Jammu,
Kanpur, Kargil, Lilabari, Porbandar, Port Blair (Civil
Enclave), Raipur, Silchar (Civil Enclave), Tejpur (Civil
Enclave), Tirupathi and Vijayawada.

In addition, upgradation of airports at Hubli and
Belgaum and construction of new airports at Gulbarga
and Cannanore are under consideration.

(c) and (d) Estimates of investments for development
of air traffic infrastructure for the next three years are as
follows —

Year Rs. in crores
1997-98 609.15
1998-99 666.37
1999-2000 753.29

Strengthening and modernising the air infrastructure
is a continuous process.



