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(c) to (e) The Government has asked the two airlines
to explore possibilities of integrated functioning in some
sectors. Appointment of a Common Board of Directors
is a step in this direction.

MMD System by Doordarshan

920. SHRI K.H. MUNIYAPPA : Will the Minister of
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state :

(a) whether Doordarshan has any planning for
Microwave Multipoint Distribution System (MMDS) under
which signals are expected to beamed on frequencies
above 2.7 GHz;

(b) whether DoT has earmarked frequencies
between 2.7 and 2.9 GHz tor portential MMDS players;

(c) if so, the number of potential players who have
already applied for licences;,

(d) whether ofters have been received to supply
necessary wireless TV hardware to subscribers at
negligible cost; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF [INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING AND MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION
(SHRI C.M. IBRAHIM) : (a) and (b) Yes Sir.

(c) to (e) Offers have been received from various
agencies from time to time but these have not been
considered since it involves emission of radio waves
for broadcasting.

[Translation]
Air India Services to South Africa

921.  SHRI ANNASAHIB M.K. PATIL : Will the
Minister of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government have taken a decision
to suspend the Air India services to South Africa;

(b) if so, the reasons therefor; and

(c) the date from which it is likely to come into
force?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M.
IBRAHIM) : (a) to (c) Air India reports that due to poor
loads and unrenumerative nature of operations. they
have temporarily suspended their service to South Africa
eftective from mid-February, 1997.

[English]
Backlog of Telephone in Kerala

922. SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : Will the
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) the total bécklog of demand for telephone
connections In Kerala, district-wise;
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(b) the telephone connections given against the
demand during each of the last three years;

(c) whether there is any plan to clear the backlog;
and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) Total applications pending for
telephone connections in Kerala as on 31.1.97 district-
wise is as the enclosed statement-1.

(b) Thelephone connections given during the last
three years are as per statement-Il enclosed.

(c) Yes Sir.

(d) Of the 6.34 lakh applications on 31.1.97, about
70,000 are likely to be cleared during February-March,
1997. The remaining applications are proposed to be
cleared by the year 2000 progressively subject to
availabilty of adequate resources.

Statement-|

Applications pending for telephone connections in
Kerala as on 31.1.97 district-wise.

S.No. Name of District

Waiting List
1. Trivandrum ! 52,475
2. Quilon 47,221
3. Pathanamthitta 35,126
4.  Alleppey 38,058
5. Kottayam 48,969
6. Ernakulam 69,547
7. Idukki 22,068
8.  Trichur 67.340
9. Palghat 31,704
10. Malappuram 64.051
11.  Calicut 56.451
12.  Wpynad 14,343
13. Cannanore 55,972
14. Kasaragod 27.039
Total for Kerala State 6,30,364
Union Territory of Pondicherry
(Mahe) 2,591
Union Territory of Lakshadweep 1,219
Total for Kerala Circle 6,34,174




