
[English]

Target of Telecom

1132 DR T S U B B A R A M I REDDY W ill  the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state

(a) whether the attention of the Government have 
been d raw r to the news-item captioned Telecom 
department not even halfway near target' appearing in 
the The Economic Times dated 1 October 1996

(b) if so the reaction ot the Government thereto

(c) the ? it get fixed for the current financial year

(d) th- number of telephone lines provided during 
the last mx months

(e) the reasons for lagging behind the target and

(f) the steps taken by the Government to meet the 
fixed target9

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS -SHRI BEN! 
PRASAD VARMA'. (a) Yes Sir

(b; It is normal that achievements during the first 
two quarters of an year is comparatively less and it 
p icks up during the th ird and fourth quarte r  The 
achievement upto 31st October 96 is 29 83°o ot the 
annual target.

(c) The target fixed for the current financial year for 
providing telephone connctions is 24 5 lakhs

(d) 6,299 lakh telephone lines were provided from 
1 4 96 to 30.9 96.

(e) and (f) Most of the equipments reach the sites 
during the second and third quarters ot the year

Material supply is being watched and the progress 
in achievement is being monitored more closely The 
overall target is likely to be achieved

Catering Facilities

1133 SHRI BHAKTA CHARAN DAS Will  the 
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state

(a) the number of stations and pairs of trains having 
the catering facilities State-wise

(b) the number of stations having catering services 
provided by private contractors and Railway Department 
units separately State-wise

(c) the number of new trains in which catering 
services h a v -  Deen in troduced during 1995-96 and
1996-97 till J i te

id i  the sales turnover of catering units during the 
above period

(e) whether the Government propose to award the 
catering contracts to unemployed youths in the country 
particularly in Orissa, and

(f) if so, the details thereof;

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI  SATPAL M A H A R A J )  (a) Cater ing 
faci l i t ies are avai lable at 3152 stat ions and 133 pairs 
of t rains State-wise data is not mainta ined

!t>) Cater ing serv i ces are prov ided de pa r tm e n t a l ^  
at 102 stat ions and at 3050 stat ions these are managed 
by pr ivate cont ractors

( c 1 Cater ing services have been int roduced on 15 
pairs of trains dur ing 1995-96 and on 4 pairs of t rains 
on 1996-97

(d) Sales t urnover  of depa r tmenta l  cater i ng uni ts 
dur ing 1995-96 was Rs 144 08 crores and dur ing 1996-
97 (upto August  1996) is Rs 70 24 crores

(e) Cater ing pol icy provides tor award of catering 
cont racts to reputed and professional  caterers

(f) Does not arise 

[ T r a n s l a t i o n ]

Adequate Lodging Facilities to Foreign Tourists

1134 SHRI  N J  RATHWA Wil l  the Min is ter  of 
T OUR IS M be p leased to state

(3) the steps taken up by the Union Gove rnmen t  tor 
provid ing adequate lodging faci l i t ies to foreign tourists 
in Gujarat

( b / whether  the Union Gove rnmen t  have evaluated 
the arr ivals of Foreign tourists in the current  year,  ana

(ci if so the detai ls t he reo f9

THE M I N I S T E R  OF PA R L IA M E N T A R Y  AFFAIRS 
AND MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHR! SRIKANTA JENA,  
i a > Sir Const ruct ion of hotels is mainly a pr ivate sector 
act ivi ty At present  there are 38 hotels in the approved 
sector f unct i oning in 15 ci t ies of Gujarat  total l ing 1960 
rooms and 38 approved hotel  projects spread over 20 
ci t ies of Gujarat  wh i ch  on comp le t i on  wi l l  add 1636 
rooms

To e n c m i r a g e  i n v e s t m e n t  in t h i s  S e c t o r  the 
Go ve rn m en t  is ex tend ing var ious i ncent i ves and Tax 
con cess ions

(b) and (c) The foreign tour ist  arr ivals in India from 
J a n u a r y  to O c to b e r  1996 were  17 73 , 9 3 0  wi th an 
i n c r ea se  of 7 6% ov e r  the c o r r e s p o n d i n g  pe r iod  ot 
p reced ing  year

Rewa-Singrauli Railway Line

1135 SHRI SUKH LAL KUSH W AH A Will thf 
Minister ol RAILWAYS be pleased to state

(a) w he th e r  the G o ve rn m e n t p ropose  to star 
construction work on Rewa-Singrauli rail line for whid 
the survey has already been completed


