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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
COMMERCE (SHRI BOLLA BULLI RAMAIAH): (a) and (b) 
A regional office of Spices Board is already functioning in 
Mumbai. Maharashtra. Further, the activities of the Board 
on Post Harvest Improvement of Spices in Maharashtra 
are being looked after by its regional office of Ahmedabad.

(c) Pesticide residue problem on chilli in Maharashtra 
has not been reported. However, during the current 
financial year Spices Board has plans to organise training 
programmes of half day duration at ten centres of 
production in Maharashtra to educate the chilli growers on 
post harvest improvement including pesticide residue prob
lem with the participation of State agricutture/Horticulture 
Departments

IEnglish]

Silk Products

5418 SHRI AJAY CHAKRABORTY:

SHRI N. DENNIS:

SHRI PRADIP BHATTACHARYA:

DR KRUPASINDHU BHO!

Will the Minister of TEXTILES be pleased to
state:

(a) whether target of production of silk and export 
has not been achieved by the Government during the 
Efghth plan period:

(D) rf so, 'he details thereof and the reasons therefor'
and

(c) the steps the Government propose to take to
meet its target?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRI R.L. JALAPPA): 
fa) to (c) There has been a shortfall in the production of 
raw silK and export of silk products as compared to the 
targets fixed for the Vlllth plan period. During the Vlllth 
plan period, the Piannmg Commission has envisaged a 
target of 2 l .400 tonnes tor the production of raw silk and 
the target fixed tor the exports to be achieved in the 
terminal year of the Vlllth plan (1996-97) is Rs. 1,000 
crores. Against these targets, the achievements anticipated 
at tne end c ‘ '996-97 are 15,140 tonnes raw silk production 
and the exports of silk goods during 1996-97 would be 
Rs 880 62 crores (prov.). The reasons for the shortfall in 
rav. silk production are the stresses faced by the sericulture 
sector such as adverse seasonal condition leading to a dip 
r the muic&m/ area in certain States, erratic prices as 
well as fat! in international mulberry raw silk prices. In order 
to increase and improve productivity/production of raw silk 
aunng tho IXth Plan period, efforts are being made through 
programmes/schemes of CSB focussed on providing cata- 
lyitc development assistance to industry as well as states 
and in this effort, the infrastructure created and the 
research efforts of the Vlllth Plan period are likely to help.

shortfall have been changed in customer preferences and 
general recession in major markets like USA and Europe. 
In order to boost the exports of silk products, the 
Government continues to provide various incentives to the 
industry such as providing assistance to the Indian Silk 
Export Promotion Council for undertaking various export 
promotion activities. Besides, the measures such as the 
facility of duty free import of raw material under the 
Advance Licensing Scheme, Import of capital goods at 
concessional rate of duty for export production, etc. are 
being continued under the new EXIM policy.

Office of the Garment Export Promotion Council

5419. SHRI HARIN PATHAK: Will the Minister of 
TEXTILES be pleased to state:

(a) whether any proposal to open offices of Govern
ment Export Promotion Council in Maharashtra and Gujarat 
is lying pending with the Government;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the action taken by the Government thereon?

THE MINISTER OF TEXTILES (SHRI R.L. JALAPPA):
(a) No, Sir. The decisions relating to opening of the regional 
offices of the Export Promotion Councils are taken by the 
Councils themselves.

(b) and (c) Do not arise.

[ Translation]

Export of Coffee

5420 PROF. OMPAL SINGH 'NIDAR’: Will the Minister 
of COMMERCE be pleased to state:

(a) the total quantity of coffee exported and the 
foreign exchange earned therefrom during each of the last 
three years upto March 31, 1997, country-wise;

(b) whether any target has been fixed for the export 
of coffee during the current year;

(c) if so, the details thereof; and

(d) the steps taken by the Government to boost the
export of coffee during the current year?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
COMMERCE (SHRI BOLLA BULLI RAMAIAH): (a) The 
total quantity of coffee exported and foreign exchange 
earned therefrom during the last three years is given below:

Year Quantity
(April- (in tonne)
March)

Value Value
(US$ million) (Rs. crore)

1994-95 1,37,395

1995-96 1,70,990

1996-97 1,64,403
in so far as exports are concerned the reasons for (provisional)

342.12

456.00

410.75

1096.68

1527.16

1326.40


