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LOK SABRA DEBATES 

I 

LOK SABRA 

Wednesday, June 25, 1980/Asadha 
4, 1902 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Ele1,en oj 
the Clock 

[MR SPEAKER in the Chair] 

OBITUARY REFERENCES 

DEATH OF SHRI V.V. GIRf_ FORMER 
PREsIDENT OF INDIA 

MR, SPElAKER: I have to inform the 
lIouse of the sad dentise of our former 
President, Shri V. V. 'liiri, at Madras 
yesterday. One 'Of the veterans of the 
freedom struggle, Shri Giri was a lead-
ing figure in the country's poaticallife 
for well over half a C~:1tUl'Y, In this 
long public career h~ had successively 
o,ccupied. several positi'ons of trust and 
responsibility. H.e was a Minister in 
his home province of lVladras and later 
at the Centre, he w~s thrice Governor-
of uttar Pradesh, I{erala and Karna-
taka. He became Vice~.President of 
India, before he was elected to the 
highest office in the land. In recogni. 
tion of his servies to the country, Shri 
Giri was decorated in 1975 with Bharat 
Ratna, the highest honour v,'}uch the 
nation could bestow. 

'Shri Giri's 'contribution to the labour 
movement, which had been the passion 
of his throughout, is· only too well-
known. rife was one of the founders 
of the All India Trade Union Congress, 
of which he was twice President. Every-
one is aware of his active involvement 
in the building up of the All India 
Raihvaymen's Federation of which he 
was the General Secretary for seven 
years and later its President for an 

.' ----
:2 

equal number of years. He represent-
ed the AITUC at the ILO ~Conference 
in Geneva in 1927 and was the repre-
sentative of the workers at the Second 
Round~Table Conference in London in 
1931. 1 Shri Giri's name will ever re .. 
main inscribed in the annals of the 
Trade Union Movement in India .. 

Shri Giri was a parliam.entarian of 
standing. He was a Member of the old 
Central Legislative Assembly and later 
of the Madras Legislative Assembly 
for a number of years be~re he came 
to Parliament in 1952. He ,vas a Menl-
bel' of the Lok Sabha and later, as 
Chairman of Rajya Sabha, he presided 
over the other House with distinction. 

... Shri Gid's genial informality and 
zestful approach earned him the affec-
tion and esteem of thOse around him 
and wen for him friends everywhere ... , 

,.,.' 

Shri Giri's death removes from our 
midst one more Of the last few left at 
the leaders of the freedam struggle. 
We deeply mourn this :::058 and I am 
sure the Houuse will join me in con-
veying our condolences to the members 
of the bereaved famlly. 

THE MINISTER of RAILWAYS 
(SHRI KAMALAPATI TRIPATHI): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with a heavy heart, I 
riSe to' associate myself with the senti-
ments expressed by you about late Shri 
V. V. Giri. 

Shri V. V. Giri was horn in August, 
1894 at Ganjam, now in Orissa. 
After his Secondary Education, he 
studied Law at King's Inn in Ireland. 
He later formed in. 1914 the Dublin 
Indian Society. A nationalist from 
his early childhood, he came in 
contact with Gandhiji during the 
first Wl)rld War. On return from 
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Ireland, he started practlce at 
Berhampur. 

In 1921, he took part in the non .. 
cooperati()n movement started by 
Gandhiji and was imprisoned for three 
months. On release he organised the 
BNR Worker's Strike in 1927. This was 
followed by a lock-out. He became 
soon after that, the President of Madras 
and Southern Maharatta Railways 
Union. He was a trade union leader 
ever since that. 

In 1930, he refused an invitation fOr 
the Round Table Conferene in London 
as a spokesman ot Labour. He was 
later elected as a Congress Member to 
the Gentral Assembly in 1934. In 1937. 
he was elected to the Madras Legisla-
tive Asseanbly and wasi appOinted 
Minister ot Labour in Madras. During 
'Quit India Movement' he was again 
imprisoned. 

After Independence, be waS apPointed 
Indian High Commissioner in Ceylon. 
He was elected to Parliament in 1952 
and was made Minister of Labour. 
Later he resigned from the Cabinet 
but continued as a Member till 1957. 
In June 1957, he was apPointed Go-
vernor of U.P. From 1960 to 1965 he 
was Governor of Kerala. In 1967, he 
became Vice-President of India and 
during May--.July 1969, acted as Pre-
sident following Dr. Zakir Hussain's 
death. He was elected President later 
on August 20, 1969. He continued as 
President of Indi.a till 1974. 

Four years after his retirement he 
tounded the Labour Party of India. 

I offer my heartfelt condolences and 
request you kindly to convey them to 
the bereaved family. 

-fi ~ tq (iI"f1T1«f): ar~ +i ~ f~4 , 
.., fltiMl~1 ~ ~ fen P.ft ~ ;f ssft 
~ ~ cfi ~ 1f- arq-;rr ~ ~ , 
~ ~:\f ~ ~ ~ arh m- ~ 
C!f)JJ ~ ?fi ~ ~ ~ ~ ftnCfil< ~ 
1J1f , anq-'" arht ~ ~ ~ fSi q 161 ~ 

~ ~ ~ r~:H1r~H1' tf ~ (, ~ 
em{ ~ • ~ atldl ~Il C!fR'Il ;:.tr ~ 
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~, ~ m'T ~ ~ ~ SItr 
8IWT ~ ~ ~ arN. ~ n ~ ~
~ ~ qf(91< ?Jfii qit''qll''1">"'f I 

SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE 
(Howrah) : My party and ,myself fuliy 
associate ourselves: with the sentiments 
expressed here. Shri V.V. Giri was 
one Of the leading statesrnen of the 
country, who was active in politics 
till even the last day of his life. 
During his long political career cover-
ing nearly 65 years, he developed into 
a many-sided per~:,.'\')nality. He func-
tioned in many capacities--not only as 
a politician, but als'O as a diplomat and 
Governor, and above all as a big trade 
union leader, First, in his student life, 
he was influenced by the Irish free-
dom movement of De Valera and his 
organization. He also founded an 
organiza tion then to spread the ideas 
and philosophy of 'freedom struggle in 
the country, in the light of the Irish 
freedom movement. Subsequently, he 
joined Gandhiji's movement. Through-
out his pohtical career, he demon-
strated that he was a man of indepen-
dence, and of principles. He demons ... 
trated it several times. Not only that; 
he resigned from Ministership in 1954 
in protest against the decision of the 
Cabinet concerning the Bank Award, 
because tliat cabinet decision went 
against the interests of the employees. 

While he was occupying the highest 
office as President, the historic Rail-
way Strike took place. Even while 
remaining as the Head of the State 
w here- his functions were circumscrib-
ed by the Constitution, he expressed 
sympat~y towards the Railway stri-
kers; and that was an ample demons-
tration. So, his sympathy for the 
labourers remained unaffected till the 
last day of his life. The party which 
he formed was also named the Labour 
Party. This shows that India has lost 
a man wbo was a real friend of the 
Indian working class and the toiling 
peop~e. and a veteran sta~esman and 
freedom fighter. . 

Sir, I request you to· convey our 
condolences to the bereaved family. 

PROF MADHU DANDAVATE (Raja-
pur): While paying tr~bute to Shri 
V. V. Giri, it appears to me that be 
was born to occupy an eminent posi-
tion j.n every field that he touched. 
When he joined the trade union move-
ment, he occupied the position of the 
President 9f the All India Railway's 
Federation, a position which was 
occupied by top-ranking men like 
'Jayaprakash Narayan. When he was 
in the midst of the struggle for free-
dom, he occupied a very important 
position. In State politics, he was a 
member of the Cabinet. When he 
came to the Centre, again he occupied 
the position of Cabinet Membership, 
and in days where people do every-
thing possible to preserve their posi-
tion, here was -a man who was pre-
pared to give up power for the sake 
of principles on the question ot Bank 
Award. My friends may not be know-
ing, even when he was Governor, 
because he was dedicated to Gandhian 
ideals and values, every Sunday, he 
used to take up the work of the clean-
ing of city, and that encouraged a 
number of Gandhian workers to un-
dertake that type of constructive work 
and that was really the genius of Shri 
Giri. 

I remember that-I hope that I am 
not revealing any secret-in 1974 when 
workers went to strike in the railway., 
Shri V. V. Giri tried' his best- to see 
that there was a negotiated settleme~t 
between the government and the orga-
nisation or railway men, and his sym-
pathy ah~lays went for the working 
class and the down-trodden. We have 
lost such a great personalty with 
many -splendoured life I associate 
myself and my party ~ith the senti-
ments that you and others have ex-
pressed in this House; and I will re-
quest you to convey our condolences 
to the members of the berea.ved 
family. 

SHRI C. T. DHANDAPANI (Polla-
chi): It is very sad that we have lost 
a verteran leader and a trade-unionist 
Shri V. V. Giri has left valuable his-
tory behind him to follow for others 
in this country. He was SO simple hl 
his life and at the same time he was 
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so sincere in his service to humanity. 
Shri V. V. Giri was an orator, an ad-
ministrator, a writer and a diploreat 
as well as a freedom fighter. He \vas 
the President of India. First time he 
was supported by progres,sive forces 
when he was fielded as a candiate. In 
1969, when he offered himself as a 
candidate for . Presidentship, it was 
the DMK Party first which came out 
with a statement openely supporing 
his candidature. Of course, 0 ur party 
took a decision to support the Cen-
tral Government. Then all the left 
forces, for example. Shri Ajoy Mukher-
jee, Shri Jyoti Bo-su and other Minis-
ters supported his candidature. The 
simple reason was that he was with 
the progressiVe forces. Shri V. V. 
Giri wanted to' be a trade-unionist for 
all his life time. That is why, after 
his retirement, he formed a party 
called 'National Labour Party.' FOl' 
that, he was working till his death. 
Prof. Dandavate referred here to his 
sincerity in social service. After his 
retirement from Presidentship, he per-
sonally organised a camp in Madras 
City. He used to visit every street in 
the lr..orning at six Q"clock along with 
sweepers and he himself was super-
vising the cleaning of the city. That 
way, he was taking keen interest in 
public life. Such a great man is no 
more with us. It is a great loss tn 
this country. I associate myself with 
the sentiments express by other mem-
bers of the House and you Mr. Spea-
ker, Sir. I request you to convey our 
condolences on behalf of my pnrty to 
the bereaved family. 

-ft wm. ."ltl+r (~): 3f''b'lf~ +it! f~lI , 
~ cfi ~ (,~qrd ~ ~ f1"J~'~ 
~ ~ cfi at I Cfi ft¥t q) f;N";; ~ 3fN 
;f ~ ~ c6 <aWiI'i;fi4 ~ if \iff 
~ ~ ~ r, If arcr;r arN ~ 
~ ~llfft~ ~ ~I m~ ~ 
?i: ~, lfm1 ~ ~ cfi ~, 
~ ~ cfi ~, ~ cfi +r.ft, ~ 
cfi ~, s:;ft {Vj i5f)' 1f" '3:;:rq ,4 CRt, ~ 
~, Cfi "fe:* arh ~ ir <1\illQ'{_1 
SJh at \Ofl dr-, ~ I ~ c6 \Jq' - <I ~q fa 
~ "(I~~rtt ~ wn: Cf;I1f ~ ~ 

~., ~ ~ ~ ifrif *' if{r ~ , 
~ ~ ~ If- ~ ~-~¥iq')4"'1 81tt 
~ ~ Ci~ "Sfi6"e ~ ~ (, 
1f" ~ arN cnr ~ ~~ ctmn ~ I 

~ ~ STT~ '( tcfi f~ci.ld armrr 
ctiT ~ ~ 3ff'( ~-~ q f(t.lj I ( itiT 
~~~cnT~~ ~ ~ 
~l 

SHRI INDRAJIT 'GUPTA (BaSJ.r-
hat): Mr. Speaker, the man whose 
passing away we are mourning today 
w'as truly an illustrious son of our 
country with probably an unparallel-
led record of public service in every 
sense of the word. He was truly 
Bharat Ratna. I do not wish to take 
the time of the House repeating all 
that has been said here about his vari-
ous activities and achievements. But 
there is no doubt that his name will 
be remembered in history principally 
as a man who identified him-self with 
the cause of the working people and 
the working classes. We who have 
been associated with the All India 
Trade Union Congress all our life fecI 
as if we have lost one of our founding 
fathers who was present at the first 
Congress of the AITUC which Vv as 

, held 60 years ago in Bombay. In the 
company of other giants like Lala 
Lajpat Rai and Deshbandhu Chittaran-
jan Das, V. V. Giri was one of the 
pioneers of labour movement.s in .)ur 
country_ 

He did not content himself only 
with the expression o'f sympathy or 
support for the workers, he took his 
place in the ranks of active fighters 
for trade union and worki:ilg class 
rights. During 20s and 30s Mr. 
Giri. was at the head of several strug .. 
gles and strikes of the workers, parti .. 
cularly railwaymen. The Union 
which he founded. Bengal N agpur 
Labour Union as it was called in those 
days is ,still going strong under the 
name of Southeastern Railwaymen's 
Union. Many oj his supporters who 
worked with him at that time are now 
of course old in years but still inspired 
by his example are working in that 
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Union wlth-W~i. ~ad also the pri-
vilege of being associated for about 
ten years. Reference has been made 
here to the way in which he promptly 
resigned his high office of minister 
because he felt tliat the government 
had done something wrong in modify-
ing the award of the labour appellate 
tribunal which was. in favour of bank 
employees. That was somethin8 in prin-
ciple which he could not stomach be-
cause it was the principle for which he 
was fighting all his life and therefore 
without a moment's hesitation he gave 
up his 'office of minister which, as 
other friends have ,said, very few peo-
ple are prepared to do. We respect 
him and honour him for that. 

He was the first Rashtrapati elected 
in this country who was not an official 
candidate of the ruling party. He was 
elected by a combination of force who 
considered him to be a symbol of 
everything that was progressive and 
radical in our public life. He dis-
tinguished himself in the high office of 
President also. I had occasion to 
·meet him once Or twice when he was 
Rashtrapati and I used to ask him: 
how are yOU feeling, Sir, because he 
was' an old man. He used to thump, 
his chest and say: still going strong, 
never say: die. He was full of life and 
full o'f vitality even in his old years. 

He died of course a PQaceful death 
in his sleep at a ripe old age. We cnn-
not wish him anything better and 
therefore, while our hearts are full of 
sorrow today, that" sorrow is outshad-
owed by the pride we feel and the 
respect we feel for the great Ufe that 
he has led. 

I would request you on behalf of 
our party to convey Our sincere c(,'1ndo-
lences to his family. 

SHRr YESHWANTRAO CHA VAN 
. (Satara): In the· death of Shri V. V. 
Giri we have lost perhaps one of the 
last links with Gandhiji's era, a gene-
ration which participated in the Move-
ment of 1920. I think he lived a long 
and a great life-a life of ~ultllment. 
H1t seems to be one (Jt the rare per-

sons after whom the po·sitions and 
officers of power ran, not that he had 
to run after them..' It is a very rare 
thing that happens because when we 
see the long list of offices that he held, 
we get the correct feeling of it. The 
'most im,poo:tant thing about Dr. Giri is 
that he has pioneered the organised 
labOUr movement in India along with 
Shri N. M. Joshi of Bombay and many 
other labour leaders in the country. 
He started a new political force, force 
in the economic life of the country 
and he Ii ved long to see that it has 
become one of the greatest organised 
forces. 

As a Vice President he sat in the 
other House. We had many occasions 
to see him functioning there. Later 
on, be because the Pret;ident. Even 
during his Presidentship I found him 
many times a restless human being. 
He was, naturally, bound by the 
limitations of the functions under the 
Constitution. So, he used to write 
what Nation should do, what labour 
should do, what· young people should 
do.. He had written thesis on em-
ployment. He was more interested 
in the problem of employment. He 
has published his thesis and circulated 
it. A restless man-though he was 
holding an office, he wanted something 
to be done. Even in the last f~w days 
he has made an appeal to the country. 
He was active mentally to the last 
minute. 

I had an occasion to deal with him 
as Borne Minister when he was Gov-
ernor there also I found how restless 
he was as Governor, 'what he wanted 
to do with the Cabinet, what he ex-
pected of his Cabinet to do. That 
was very evident on many occasions 
and such a person, particularly when 
he held office of President 01 this 
C'ountry, on a very unique occasion 
he held that position, we an feel that 
not only a leader has been lost but 
as if one of the members of the 
family has been lost. 

There is one satisfaction that he has 
lived a full life-a life or fulfilment. 
But at the same time death is always 
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a sad thing. On. our bebalf and all be-
half of our party please convey our 
feelings to. tlhe members of his family. 

SHRl HARjlKESH BAHAD,UR 
(Gorakhpur) : My party and myself 
fully associate with the sentiments 
expressed by you and other hone 
Members of the House. The former 
President of India Dr. Girl was a 
great freedom fighter, distinguished 
trade union leader, able administra-
tor and an outs'tandlng statesman. 
His life was a life Of devotion and 
dedication. We lost a very COura-
geous :'eader in him. I offer heart 
felt condolences and request you on 
behalf of my party to con vey the 
same to the bereaved family. 

SHRI PIUS TIR,KE,Y (Alipurduar): 
Shri V. V. Giri, the fourth President 
of India, very much kno,wn as a 
trade union leader aspired all along 
his life for the welfare of the working 
class. He joined the Civil Disobe-
dience Movement in 1932 calied by 
Mahatma Gandhi. He was associated 
with the Indian Workers Delegation 
to International Labour Conference 
at Geneva in 1927. He was the 
workers' representative to the Second 
Round Table Conference in 1931 and 
of the working class and w.orked with 
late Shri N. M. Joshi and became the 
President of the Trade Union Cong-
ress in 1926 and 1942. 

He was a member of the Labour 
Sub-committee of the Congress 
Working Committee in 1932 and one 
of the prinCipal founder.:; of the An 
India Railwaymen's Federation. He 
could not succeed in his mission be· 
cause Of the predominance of the 
capitalist in the Congress and the 
system of capitalist society in India. 

In his death, the nation, ~specially 
the v.rorking ci&ss, has lost a warrior 
and a dedicated nationalist. l\lIy 
party, R.S.P. joins with othersl to pay 
homage to the departed soul and 
extend oq.r deep symp,a.thy to the 
members of the bereaved family. 

eft "1I'mt ~ ~' (~): ~~ 
+4~~4, +4i'i4l4 t.fr. ~. ~ ~ cfi 
~~lfarh1fu~~~~ 
~ r, ~ SfC6r{ ~ t{U ~ am: 
~ c6 ~ "i191;fi4 ~ cfi <llmf 
~ ~ (I +t 191 ,"4 f1Tt{ \iii anT 
0lC f8Rt tq 0:. W,' ~ CifiT dZj rCfd eq ~, ~ 
~ qi~~~~~~~
:;:;:r t:~ ~ q ~",' 'it 1 I arq-;f ~ q-( ~ &f 
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~ ~ ~ ~I ~ (ltSS;qfa cfi 
~ If" 1 ~ ~ ~ (ItSiiqf\1 ct1 ~ 
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~ GfiT m ~ ¥t\i1~~<1 c6 ~ c6 ~ 
3i1C4~4Cf) dt ~ ~ ~ 6}:'f) (I ~-

rfm mm aIT<: ~ ~i 3fT\if ~ 
Gftq ~wrl 

If" ~ ~~, arq-;i ~ col ~ 
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~~:1lRI EBRA.HIM SULAIMAN 
SAlT (Manjeri): Mr. Speaker, Sil', we 
mourn today the sad demise of a 
gr~at and illustrious s~n of India. I 
associnte myself and my party with 
the sentiments expressed by you at 
the passing away of this great son of 
India. 

As far as Shri V. V. Giri is con-
cerned, he was a veteran freedom 
fighter. He was a great patrh)t. He 
was a fine administrator and an ack-
nowledged trade unionist. He served 
our country in various fields. He 
was a~so a Minister in the State Gov-
vernment in Tamil Nadu. He was a 
Central Minister. He served as 
G'overnor in three States-l(,erala, 
Karnataka and U.P. He was Vice-
President and later President of this 
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country. Sir, I am reminded here 
that when he offered himself for the 
Presidentship of this country no 
doubt all the pr'ogressive forces' and 
radical forces ra:'lied around hinl. 
Together with this, it has to be re-
membered that OUr organisation, the 
Muslim League, a18'o cam~ forward to 
support the candidature of Shri V. V. 
Giri for the Fresidentship of this 
country. I must tell her~ and place 
On recurd that he held al~ his office3 

. with great dlstincti·on. Our country 
has become poorer by the passin g 
away of such a great statesman and 
veteran freedom fighter. I have 
nothing m·ore to add. I am reminded 
here of an Urdu couplet of the great 
poet, D'r. Iqbal: 

~ ~ ~ <Pit ff arq-;ft ~ cf ~ ( 
~ ~~ ~ ~ (~lf ~1~124( 

q'cn- I 

He was such a deedavar and such 
people are not born always. I con-
vey my condolences to the breaved 
family, his sons and daughters and I 
requEst YO'I to convey the same to 
the breaved family. 

SHRI AMAR ROY PRADHAN 
(Cooch Behar): Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
again we are in :the midst of sorrow. 

On behalf of our party, the For-
ward Bloc, we pay OUr respect and 
homage to the memory of the former 
President ot India. We lost a good 
friend of the working class and a 
pioneer of the trade union movement. 
Not only that, we lost a pioneer of 
the planned economy also. In Hari-
pura C:ongress in 1938, Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Was elected as Presi-
dent of the Indian National Congress. 
At that time, Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose thought of a planned economy 
for future India. He constituted a 
Planning Committee headed by 
Pandit Jawaharla! Nehru and the 
other members of the Committee 
included Dr. Meghnath Saha and Dr. 
V. V. GirL 

Just a shortwhile ago, I was read-
ing in the Library the Presidential 

Address. of Dr. Giri to the All India 
Trade Union Congress in M.adras in 
1926, where he said: 

"Friends: dO not forge,t trade 
union is an ed1.lcation. If the 
workers take the lesson pro-
perly, it would help them to 
be better men socially and 

• economically." 

I think this is true even today. 

Please convey our sorrow and 
sympathy to the bereaved family of 
Dr. GirL 

SHRI GHULAM RASOOL 
KOCHAK (Anatnag) : Sir, death 
has, once again, snatched away from 
us one of our patriots, Dr. V. V. Giri, 
who Jived in peace land died in peace, 
unruffled by the trials and tribula-
tions he had to face in life~ He was, 
a freedom fighter, who fought with 
dedication. He had cerbain basic 
objectives, for which he fought 
throughout bis life. 

He joined as an administrator and 
contributed to the welfare of the 
na tion. He was a pillar of the labour 
movement. He fought for the cause 
of the w\")rkers and earned name and 
fame in the labour movement of our 
country. Then he rose to the highest 
office of the President of India and 
contributed his experience, maturity, 
and objectives while. performing the 
duties of the President. 

At this time, we are meeting to 
pay tributes to a personality, who 
was one of the galaxies of the free-
dom movement. He was one o'f the 
builders of our nation. He contribut-
ed everything, even his life, selflessly 
for the noble cause of th~ country. 

On my own behalf and on behalf 
of my party, the All Jammu & 
Kashmir National Conference, I pay 
tributes to this great personality of 
India. I hope that the feelings I share 
with the whole House will be com-
municated to the bereaved family. 
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SHRI N. SOUNDARARAJAN 
(Sivakasi): Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has 

be.come such a painfUl duty to mourn 
the death of the nation'81 leader and 
former President, Shri V. V. Giri, 
immediately after the demise of our 
dear Sanjay Gandhi, Shri V. V. Giri 
held a series o'f offi<ce.s in the Govern-
ment of India before he became the 
President of India. His election as 
the President of India showed' his 
pre,-eminence in national politics 
even though he filed his nomination 
as an Independent candidate. His 
contribution to the growth of trade 
union movement in the country is 
unparallelled. His n'Cime is synony-
mous with labour welfare. In the 
interest of labour 'he clashed not 
words but swords with Pandit Nehru , . 
as his colleague in the CabInet. 
Though he had died a natural death 
unlike Shri Sanjay Gandhi, yet his 
loss to the nation is equally irre.para-
bIe. 

With these words, I join you on my 
behalf, on behalf of my party, 
AIADMK gnd on behalf of my leader 
Thiru Puratchi Thalaivar, in the 
sentiments expressed and request 
you to kindly conve,y our grief to the 
bereaved family. 

SHRI A. K .. RO·Y (Dhanbad): Mr. 
Speaker Sir we are in the midst of 
obituari~s s~dly reminding Us that 
like life death is also a continuous 
process. 

Sir, there are occasions when the 
USe of adjectives cataJ..)guing the 
qualities of a person only diminishes 
his stature. This is ~lso such an occa-
sion. I would like to point out one 
feature which impressed me regard-
ing Shri V. V. GirL Once Winston 
Churchill called himself a young man. 
of 75. I consider Shri V. V. Giri not 
as an old man, but a young man of 
85. V. V. Giri has set an example of 

GMGIPMRND-709 LS-M 

how a man can remain active till the' 
last moment of his life and then die 
e,ven without growing old. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, V. V. Girl's elec-
tion set in motion certain forces of 
polarisation in the country which 
created history. It was the beginning 
and after a decade we are feeling 
that we are at the end of that 
chapter. 

Many have praised him as a great 
labour leader. He did not 
forget labour even while he was 
President. I remember one thing. It 
was not only that he did not forget 
the othe,r great labour leaders, but he 
did not forget even his old comrades, 
one of whom was a fitter with me in 
the Sindri factory. I have seen 
personally V. V. 'Giri's letter to him 
when he was President addressing 
him as "Comrade". 

With this I should say that he has 
set an example. Let Us follow it. He 
used to present himself as one of thE 
rare species in Indian politics and let 
the nation follow his example. 

With this r pay my humble tribute 
to his memory. 

MR. S,pEIAKER.: The House may 
now stand in silence for a short while 
as a mIQrk of respect tQ' the memory 
of the deceased. 

The Members then stood in silence 
for a short wht.le. 

MR. SPEAKER: As a mark ot 
respect to the deceased, the House 
stands adjourned to mee,t again at 
11 A~M. tomorrow. 

11.45 brs. 

The Lok Sa boo then adjourned till 
Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, 
Jun.e 26, 1980/Asadha 5, 1902 (Saka). 




