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(e) To achieve the target for 1997-98, close liaison 
with users and concerned Ministries is being maintained 
for maximum movement of traffic by rail. Close monitoring 
is being done right from Field level to Railway Board level 
for smooth and faster movement of rail traffic.

Harnessing of Wind and Solar Energy

*234. SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: Willthe Minister 
of NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES be pleased 
to state :

(a) whether wind and solar energy are projected to be 
harnessed with a view to substantially diversifying and 
conserving the conventional energy resources;

(b) the extent to which wind and solar-power have 
been harnessedto generate electricity sofar and the target 
fixed in this regard for the Ninth Five Year Plan; and

(c) whether Asia’s largest solar plant project to be set 
up at Kalyanpur (near Aligarh) has flopped and if so, in 
what circumstances and at what stage?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
NON-CONVENTIONAL ENERGY SOURCES (CAPT. JAI 
NARAIN PRASAD NISHAD) : (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) and (c) A statement is attached.

Statement
(b) Significant progress has been made towards 

harnessing of wind andsolar energy. A wind power capacity 
of about 900 MW and solar photovoltaic projects 
aggregating to28 MW capacity were installed up to 31.3.97, 
in different parts of the country. The solar photovoltaic 
capacity primarily comprises stand-alone systems for 
lighting, pumping, telecommunication etc. and over 700 
MW of grid-connected solar projects.

The following targets for wind and solar energy 
systems have been proposed for the 9th Five Year Plan :

; i) Wind Power 2000 MW

(ii) Solar Photovoltaic 100 MW
Systems (stand-alone)

( iii) Solar Power Projects 150 MW
(grid-connected)

(c) No, Sir. The 100 KW Solar Photovoltaic Power 
Plant is providing domestic lighting to 475 households, 
electricity for 65 street lights and 15 irrigation pumpsets in 
Kayanpur village Barring a few problems, the 75 KW 
stand-alone portion of the Plant has by and large been 
functioningsatisfactorily. The25 KW grid-connected portion 
is under trials. Very useful experience has been gained 
fromthis plant in manufacture. Installation and operation of 
high voltage solar photovoltaic systems.

Smuggling of Genetic Resources from India

*235. SHRI AYYANNA PATRUDU: Willthe Minister of 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state :

(a) whether the cases of large scale smuggling of 
India’s genetic resources and then patenting them abroad 
have come to the notice of the Government; and

(b) if so, the details thereof and the measures taken 
to check such activities?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AND MINISTER OF 
STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF POWER (SHRI YOGINDER 
K. ALAGH): (a) No complaint has been received; genetic 
resources in the public domain are not patentable.

(b) A national legislation to regulate access to genetic 
materials is under formulation.

[Translation]

Dak Adalats

*236. SHRI RAJKESHAR SINGH :
SHRI ANAND RATNA MAURYA :

Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased 
to state :

(a) whether the Government propose to organise 
Dak Adalats’ in the country;

(b) if so, the details of subjects which are proposed to 
be handled by these adalats; and

(c) the time by which these 'Adalatas' are likely to 
become functional?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) to (c) A statement is laid on the 
Table of the House.

Statement
Salient Features of 'Dak Adalats' Scheme

In order to have greater interface with the public 
including postal pensioners and to settle public complaints 
relating to the postal services efficiently, the Department of 
Post, inter-alia has been taking various steps from time to 
time to strengthen the grievane machinery at different 
levels i.e. at Headquarters, Circle, Regional and Divisional 
levels One of the important initiatives taken by the 
Department in this direction was the introduction of 'Dak 
Adalats’ at all the circle Headquarters in December, 1990. 
The complaints handled by these ‘Dak Adalats’ relate to 
Counter services, Savings Banks, Money Orders, Parcels, 
Value Payable, Postal Life Insurance, Speed Post and


