
(b) it so. the reasons therefor;
(c) the d u ra tio n  of tim e  a llo tte d  to va rio u s  

programmes per week.
(d) whether the said durations conform to the laid 

norms of AIR; and
(e) if not. the reasons therefor9
THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 

OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) Yes. Sir

(b) It is the practice of All India Radio that the fixed 
Point Chart is revised twice a year

(c) The time allotted to various programmes per 
week are as follows:

Minutes por week 

134 
40

30 mts. per month 
360 
320 
350

Sports
Financial
Science
Hindustani Music 
Karnatak Music 
Film Music

(d) and (e). These tim ings broadly conform to the 
norms laid down by All India Radio.

Railway Line between Palaghat-Pollachi and 
Guruvayoor

1986. SHRI N.N. KRISHNADAS : Will the Minister 
of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether any survey has been conducted for 
lay ing  new ra ilw ay line from  P a la g h a t-P o lla ch i to 
G u ru va yo o r under M adhura  d iv is io n  in S ou the rn  
Railway;.

(b) if so. the details thereof;

(c) the present stage of the proposed Guruvayoor- 
Kuttipuram railway line: and

(d) the time by which the work on above line is 
likely to be com pleted9

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) No Sir.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) The work is sanctioned. Final location survey/ 
land acquisition is in progress.

(d) W ithin the 9th Five Year Plan.

P&T Service in Bihar

1987. SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY : Will the Minister 
of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) w h e th e r p o s ta l and te le co m  se rv ice s  are 
sa tis fac to ry  in Bihar, pa rticu la rly  in Saran (Chapra 
region);

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor ; and

(d) the steps taken/proposed to be taken by the 
Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) : (a) The Bihar State is being served 
by 1 1789 Post Offices, out of which 378 Post Offices are 
in Saran Distt. The Postal services are satisfactory in 
Bihar and in Saran (Chapra) Region.

(b) All Post Offices in Bihar including those in Saran 
Region are functioning satisfactorily in respect of Counter 
functioning Mails and delivery services.

(c) and (d). Does not arise in view of (b) above.

TELECOMMUNICATION :

(a) Yes, Sir.
(b) Details given in Statement.
{c) Does not arise in view of (b) above.
(d) S teps  ta ke n  by the  G ovt, fo r fu r th e r  

improvement of services:
(i) Replacement of old and worn out equipment.
( i i) Computerrsation of fault repair service.
(iii) Replacement of fault prone cables by jelly 

field cables.
(iv) Laying of cables in ducts.
(v) Induction of modern testing aids.

(vi) Providing reliable transmission media.

STATEMENT

S.No. Parameter
As on 31.3.96 
Circle/
Saran

Achievements 
Aug., 96 
Circle/
Saran

Sept.,96
Circle/
Saran

Oct.,96 
C ircle/ 
Saran

Fault/1 OOstn/month. 12.9/7.0
Trk. Bff. 78.2/69.2
C.C.R.

(i) Local 81.8/98.6
(ii) STD 73.9/74.0

11.7/7.9
80.7/73.0

76.5/95.7 
71.1(73.8

12.0/5.3
81.1/75.3

76.3/97.7
69.6/65.0

12.1/3.0
80.8/75.7

75.4/99.0 
69.9/66.0#



1 2 3 4 5 6

4. % of telegrams
delivered with in
12 days light
hours. 93.5/88.4 91.6/92.0 91.7/92.4 91.7/93.0

[Translation]

Requirement of Railway Coaches/Wagons

1988. SHRI BRAHAMANAND MANDAL :

SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA :
DR. G.R. SARODE :

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Railways are facing acute shortage 
of wagons and coaches:

(b) if so, the details thereof, zone-wise;

(c) whether it has seriously affected the revenue 
earnings;

(d) if so, the details thereof;

(e) the additional requirement of wagons/coaches, 
zone-wise;

(f) w hether the Governm ent have received any 
complaint regarding shortage of wagons and coaches;

(g) if so, the details thereof, zone/division-wise; and

(h) the steps taken/proposed by the Government to 
meet the requirement of wagons and coaches?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) to (d). Judged 
in the context of the Railways’ freight target, there is no 
shortage of wagons. However, in relation to the total 
demand in the country for rail transport, there are pockets 
of unsatisfied demand in some areas. The present fleet 
of coaches is adequate to run scheduled passenger 
services.

(e) The re q u ire m e n t of w a g o n s /co a ch e s  is 
assessed for the entire Indian Railways (not zone-wise) 
based on expected materialisation of traffic and efficiency 
of utilisation. The requirement of wagons and coaches 
in 1996-97 has been worked out as 25,000 wagons (in 
Four W heeler Units) and 2096 coaches (including EMUs, 
MEMUs and DMUs). In addition, 5000 wagons are 
expected to be procured under 'Own Your Wagon 
Schem e’.

(f) and (g). G enerally, there  are p resen tly  no 
co m p la in ts  abou t sh o rta g e  of w agons. However, 
c o m p la in ts  a re  re ce ive d  re g a rd in g  c le a n lin e s s / 
conditions of coaches and for provision of new coaches 
on trains in their areas.

(h) N eed based  p ro cu re m e n t of w agons and 
coaches consistent with the availability of resources

and production capacity. Besides customers are being 
encouraged to buy wagons under Own Your Wagon 
Scheme,. E fforts are also being made to improve 
utilisation of assets.

I.A. Accident

1989. KUMARI SUSHILA TIRIYA Will the Minister 
of CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state :

(a) whether attention of the Government has been 
drawn to the news-item captioned. “ IA high risk airline; 
IATA" appearing in the T im es of India’ dated October 
29, 1996;

(b) If so, the facts and details thereof;
(c) w hether Indian A irlines  is having a h igher 

accident rate then the world average;
(d) If so, the details thereof and the reasons therefor;

and
(e) the  s teps  p ro p o se d  to be taken  by the 

Government to remedy the situation?
J H E  MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 

OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) and (b). Yes, Sir. International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) has denied having incorporated in its 
sa fe ty  re p o rt s a fe ty  s ta t is t ic s  re la te d  to sa fe ty  
performance of any specific a irline including Indian 
Airlines.

(c) and (d). The accident rate of Indian Airlines is 
slightly higher than world average since the flying by 
Indian Airlines is much less compared to cumulative 
flying by world Airlines. As a result even a single accident 
will result in shooting up the accident rate.

(e) Steps are continuously taken to enhance the 
level of air safety by upgrading the facilities at the 
airports, monitoring of flight recorders, safety audit of 
a irlines, adherence to faid down procedures, and 
weather minima, implementation of recommendations 
emanating from investigation of aircraft accidents and 
hazardous incidents, dissemination of safety information, 
ca rry in g  ou t p e rio d ic  in s p e c tio n  of ae rod rom es, 
conducting safety seminars etc.

Provident Fund Deposit

1990. SHRI MANIKRAO HODLYA GAVIT : Will the 
Minister of LABOUR be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government propose to make some 
changes in the investment pattern of Provident Fund


