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to set up Regional Super Computer Centres 
in the country; 

(b) whether there is any proposal to set 
up such a unit in each district of Bihar; and 

(c) if so, the time by which the said 
project is likely to be started? 

,.. THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC 
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (SHRIMATI 
MARGARET ALVA): (a) There is no pro-
posal to set up Regional Super Computer 
Centres in various parts of the country. 

(b, and (c). Do not arise. 

[English) 

Bihar Industrial Development Corpora-
tion 

5540. SHRI RAMASHRA Y PRASAD 
SINGH: Will the PRIME MINISTER be 
pleased to state: 

(a) wether the Bihar Industrial Devel-
opment Corporation has submitted some 
proposals for setting up industries with 
foreign collaboration and with the help of 
Non-Resident Indians; 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) the proposals cleared by the Union 
Government? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY (PROF. P.J. 
KURIEN): (a) No such proposal has been 

. received in the recent past. 

t . 
(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

FPS to Consumer Cooperatives 

5541. SHRI TARA CHAND KHANDEL-

WAl: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether the Government have de-
cided to give preference to the consumer 
cooperatives for setting up Fair Price Shops 
throughout the country; 

(b) if so, whether the directions to all 
State Governments have also been given to 
adopt the said procedure; 

(c) if so. whether the interest of cons um-
ers is proposed to be protected as a result of 
this step; and 

(d) if so, the extent thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF CIVIL SUPPLIES, CON-
SUMER AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC DISTRI-
BUTION (SHRI KAMALUDDIN AHMED): (a) 
to (d). The administration of the Public Distri-
bution System (PDS) is done by the State 
GovernmentlUT Administrations. Decisions 
regarding opening and allotment of fair price 
shops are taken by them. The Central Gov-
ernment has advised the State Governments! 
UT Administrations to give preference to 
Cooperatives and Civil Supplies Corpora-
tions to open fair price shops particularly in 
rural areas. They have also been requested 
to take special care with regard to those 
areas, where private people (traders) are 
reluctant to run fair price shops or are not 
running them efficiently. There are about 
3.78 lakhs fair price shops as on 31.3.91 of 
which about 22.5% are run by Cooperatives. 
Cooperative Institutions are meant to protect 
the interests 01 the people. Whenever mal-
functioning of such institutions come to no-
tice, remedial action is taken by the State 
GovernmentslUT Administrations. 

Stowing of Sand In Coalmlnes 

0542. SHRI ANll BASU: Will the Minis-
ter 01 COAL be pleased to stat9: 
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(a) whether the studies by the Central 
Mining Research Station, Dhanbad to fix 
inter-relationship of different parameters for 
achieving higher rate of stowing of sand in 
the coalmines have been completed; 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor; and 

(d) the steps taken in this regard? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COAL (SHRI S.B. NYAMA 
GOUDA): (a) to (d). The Central Mining 
Research Station (CMRS), Dhanbad, have 
informed that they have fabricated a small 
laboratory model for conducting preliminary 
scientific study relating to hydraulic sand 
stowing. The studies are in progress. These 
studies are to be extended finally for field 
trails and them only the inter-relationship of 
different parameters, if any, can be estab-
lished. 

Agreement with Japan 

5543. KUMARI UMA BHARTI: Will the 
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any agreement have been 
signed with Japan during the lastthree years 
in the filed of electronics; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL. PUBLIC 
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (SHRIMATI 
MARGARET ALVA): (a) and (b). Govern-
~ent of India, Department of Electronics 

/have not entered into any 3greement with 
the Government of Japan in the field of 
electronics. However, 35 Indian firms have 
entered into foreign collaborations with 
Japanese companies in electronic items viz. 
Colour Picture Tubes, Audio Tape Deck 
Mechanism, Digital microwave equipments, 

electronic switches, SofVHard ferrits, floppy 
disk drives etc. 

Accident in Indian Petrochemicals Ltd. 
Nagothane 

5544. SHRI RAMESHWAR PATI-
DAR: 

SHRI DHARAMPAl SING~ 
MALIK: 

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether a number of persons died i~ 
an accident which took place in IPCl's new 
plant at Nagothane, Maharashtra in 1990; 

(b) if so, whether any inquiry into the 
causes of the accident has since been held; 
and 

(c) if so, the outcome thereof and the 
action taken or proposed to be taken in the 
matter? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN TH~ 
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTil-
IZERS (DR. CHINTA MOHAN): (a) Yes Sir. 
32 persons died in the accident. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 

(c) Government is examining the report 
submitted by the Enquiry Committee. In the' 
meanwhile an Action Plan is being drawn by 
for I.P.C.L. to implement the recommenda-
tions of the Committee for improvement in 
process/plant safety and emergency proce-
dures. 

[ Translation] 

Growth Rate of Orissa 

5545. SHRI SRIKANTA JENA: Will the 
PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state: 


