GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
TOURISM AND CULTURE
LOK SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO:123
ANSWERED ON:21.07.2003

THEFT OF HERITAGE PISTOL
ASHOK KUMAR SINGH CHANDEL

Will the Minister of TOURISM AND CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the pistol that went missing from the National Museum was not the one that was handed over by Gen. Niazi at the time of
surrender in 1971;

(b) if so, the motive behind wrongly projecting it as Gen. Niazi's pistol;
(c) the action being taken by the Government against those guilty for the lapse;
(d) whether the true identity of the owner of the pistol has been established ; and

(e) if not, the steps being taken by the Government to identify the owner ?

Answer

MINISTER OF TOURISM & CULTURE ( SHRIJAGMOHAN )

(a) to (e) : Yes, Sir. As per the historical records available with the Ministry of Defence, the Pistol was the personal weapon of Rear
Admiral Mohammad Sharif, Flag Officer Commanding East Pakistan Naval ForcesThe Ministry of Defence had not projected the
said Pistol as General Niazi's Pistol, though the media has projected it otherwise.
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