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Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Bangladesh has rejected the charges of our Government regarding Bangladesh territory being used by several terrorist
groups including Al-Quida as reported in several newspapers on November 29, 2002; 

(b) if so, the facts of the matter reported therein; and 

(c) the reaction of the Government thereto?

Answer
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH) 

(a) to (c) The Government of India has been regularly taking up the issue of presence of terrorist groups on Bangladesh territory with
Government of Bangladesh at different levels through diplomatic channels and institutional mechanisms existing between the two
countries. 

The view of the Government of Bangladesh as reported in newspapers on 29 November 2002 has not been officially received in the
Government of India. However, officially the Government of Bangladesh has reiterated its assurance that it would not allow its territory
to be used for activities inimical to India`s interest. The Government would continue to engage Government of Bangladesh on this
important matter of mutual concern. 
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