263  Written Answers

make east-ward diversion of the west flow-
ing rivers in Kerala in order to maintain
diversion of the west flowing rivers in Kerala
in order to maintain the ground water level
and check the salinity of water in the State;
and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF WATER RE-
SOURCES (SHRI VIDYACHARAN
SHUKLA): (a) National Water Development
Agency has prepared prefeasibility report
for diverting a part of surplus waters avail-
ablein Pamba and Achankovil riversin Kerala
to irrigate about one lakh hectare of land in
the drought prone areas of Tamil Nadu.
Indirect benetits like maintaining the ground
water level and salinity control in Tamil Nadu
could also accrue from this proposal.

(b) The proposal envisages the con-
struction of one dam each of Pamba and
Achankovil in Kerala. The two dams will be
interlinked by a tunnel. It is proposed to
transfer surplus weather to Vaippar and
Vaigai basins for providing irrigation and
meeting drinking water requirements in the
drought prone districts of Tamil Nadu.

[ Transiation]

Opening of Post Offices and Public
Telephones In Patna (Bihar)

5043. SHRI TEJ NARAYAN SINGH:
Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) the numberof publictelephones and
post offices in Patna (Bihar) at present; and

(b) the steps being taken by the Gov-
ernment to increase the number of public
telephones and post offices there?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI
P.V. RANGAYYA NAIDU): (a) The number
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of Public Telephones in Patna (Bihar) at
present is 182. At present there are 77 Post
Offices in Patna of which 2 are Head Post
Offices, 72 Sub Post Offices, 2 Extra Depart-
mental Sub Post Offices and 1 Extra Depart-
mental Branch Post Office.

(b) About 375 more Public Telephones
are planned to be opened in Bihar (including
Patna) during 1991-92. Opening of 3 Sub
Post Offices in urban area of Patna Postal
Region is also planned.

[English)
Marine Products Processing Units

5044. SHRI SUDHIR SAWANT: Will
the Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) the number of marine products
processing units in the country and their
annual output at present,

(b) the total area available in the coun-
try for acquaculture and the area being util-
ized, State-wise; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government
to promote acquaculture, development of
marine products processing units and also
to boost the export of marine products?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE (SHRI
MULLAPPALLY RAMACHANDRAN): (a) As
on 31.7.1991 there were 246 freezing units
and 320 cold storages with an installed
capacity of 2715.90 M. T. per day and 49,000
M.T. respectively. During 1990-91, 1,39,419
tonnes of marine products valued at Rs.
893.37 crore were exported.

(b) The area available for brackishwa-
ter aquaculture and the area utilised, so far,
State-wise is furnished in the Statement
attached.
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(c) Some of the steps taken by the

Government to promote aquaculture, devel-
opment of marine products processing units

and

boosting of export of marine products

include.—

(i) Establishment of pilot and demon-
stration prawn farms and prawn seed
hatcheries in allthe maritime States
and in the Union Territory of Pondi-
cherry.

(i) Upgradation of the indigenous tech-
nology for semi-intensive prawn
farming, prawn seed production etc.
through implementation of interna-
tionally funded programme.

(iii) Establishment of Brakishwater Fish
Farmers’' Development Agencies in
the coastal districts having poten-
tial for aquaculture development
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(iv)Undertaking macro and micro-level
survey of the brakish-water areas
for development of aquaculture.

(v) Provision of requisite financial, tech-
nical and extension supporttodiffer-
ent categories of prawn farmers in-
cluding small and marginal farmers.
their cooperatives, technocrats and
private entrepreneurs.

(vi)Encouraging joint venture and for-
eign collaboration in aquaculture
development.

(vii) Induction of new technology and
value addition in marine products;
and

(viii) Modernisation of processing facili-
ties, quality upgradation and reduc-
tion inwaste.
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