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(a) whether the attention of the Gov-
emment has been drawn to the news item in
the Hindustan dated August 8, 1991 under
the caption, “Jeewan Rakshak Dawaon Ki
Kami Par Chinta Vyakt"; and

(b) it so, the steps being taken to re-
move the shortage of Life Saving drugs in
the country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTIL-
IZERS (SHRI CHINTA MOHAN): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) The Drug Industry Associations like
OPPI, IDMA, etc. have represented to the
Government that there could be shortage of
some of the life-saving drugs in the country
in the near future it Government does not
give the price increases in medicines on
accountof increases in the cost of inputs etc.
Govemment is aware of the situation and is

taking appropriate action.

[Englsh]

- Proposal to set up institutes of Informa-
tion Technology

5731. SHRIPRITHVIRAJ D. CHAVAN:
Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to
state:

(a) whether Union Government propose
10 set up four Institutes of Information Tech-

nology;
(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the locations of these institutes and
by when these are likely to be set up?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (SHRIMATY
MARGARET ALVA): (a) %o (c). The Policy on
Computer Software Export, Software Devel-
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opment and Training, 1986 envisaged the
setting up of four Indian Institutes of Infor-

mation Technology (lliTs) in the country.
However, it has been decided to defer the
setting up of lliTs for the present. '

Plight of Rural Labourers

§732. SHRI K.V. THANGKABALU: Will
the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government's attention
has been drawn to the news-item under the
caption “Check on inflation alone can solve
rural poverty” appearing in the Hindu dated
May 6, 1991;

(b) it so, whether the income of the rural
labours has increased during the last few
years;

(c) it so, the percentage of income of
rural labourers likely to be increased during
Eighth Plan;

(d) whether there has been no improve-
ment in the living standard of these rural
labourers; and

(e) if so, reaction of Government in this
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI UTTAMBHAI H. PATEL): (a) to (e).
The Government is aware of the news item
as well as the findings of the study con-
ducted by the PHD House of Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. For removal of
poverty inrural areas, a number of measures
are essential. Checking inflation is one such
essential measure. Provision of emplayment
and incomes to rural poor is necessary for
improving their living standards. Keeping
this in view, concerted efforts are made
under anti poverty programmes 10 provide
productive assets, and employment to the
rural poor 1o improve their incomes and living
standards.



