
and other tourist spots in the Garhwal region is very 
hazardous;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is also a fact that the region suffers 
from lackness o f good roads, m edical fac ilities  and 
hotels, tourist com plexes and dharam shalas;

(d) if so, w h e th e r the  G overnm en t p ropose  to 
develop the region; and

(e) if so , the  m e a su re s  b e in g  ta ke n  by the  
Government to develop the region?

THE M IN ISTER  OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS 
AND MINISTER OF TOURISM (SHRI SRIKANTA JENA):
(a) to <e). Creation of tourist facilities is primarily the 
re s p o n s ib ility  of the  S ta te  G ove rm en ts . H ow ever, 
the Deptt. of Tourism extends financial assistance to 
State/Union Territory Governments for tourism projects 
based on their merits, inter-se priority and availability ot 
funds.

The Departm ent of Tourism has provided financial 
assistance for the follow ing projects in Garhwal Hills to 
Government of Uttar Pradesh:-

(1) Mini buses for Corbett and Chilla.

(2) Fibre glass huts for Garhwal Hills.

(3) Forest Lodge at Dhangari.

(4) Frekking quipm ent for Garhwal Region.

(5) W ayside facilities at Dholadevi.

(6) Construction of Motel at Dholadevi.

(7) W ater Sports equipm ent for Garhwal.

(8) Tented accom m odation at Nandprayag.

(9) Trivenighat at Rishikesh.

[Transiation]

MARR Telephone Syetem

3084. PROF. OM PAL S IN G H  ‘N ID A R ': W ill the 
Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) the time by which MARR telephone system is 
likely to start functioning in Uttar Pradesh, district-wise,

(b) The number of te lephones, out of order in the 
village in Agra Division as on November 15, 1996 and 
the pe rce n ta g e  th e re o f in com pa rison  to the  to ta l 
number of te lephones in the villages in Agra Division; 
and

(c) The steps taken/proposed to be taken by the 
Government to bring the telephone facilities provided to 
the rural subscribers at par w ith those provided to urban 
populace?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRI BENI 
PRASAD VARMA) ; (a) MARR Telephone system are 
functioning in all the d istricts of Uttar Pradesh. 100% 
coverage of all the  v illages w ith te lephone fac ility  is 
likely to com plete by the end of IXth Five Year Plan

(b) Out of a to ta l 802 num ber of v illage  public 
te lephones, 158 num ber of village public te lephones 
are faulty in Agra Division which is 20% of total Village 
Public Telephones.

(c) Ins tructions/G u ide lines have been issued for 
testing of MARR systems. Efforts have been increased 
to improve the porformance and reduce the faults. All 
the Telecom C ircles are try ing to en ter into A nnual 
Maintenance contract for the repair of faulty telephones 
apart from daily testing of Village Public Telephones

Bilaspur-Jabalpur Railway Line

3085. SHRI FAGGAN SINGH KULESTE : Will the 
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether there has been a continuous demand 
for laying of a railway line from Bilaspur to Jabalpur Via 
Mungeli, Bhugelan to Mandla in Madhya Pradesh:

(b) if so, whether the Government had sanctioned 
funds to conduct a survey in this regard;

(c) if so, the details thereof;

(d) w hether any steps have been taken in this 
regard; and

(e) the time by which the work is likely to be started 
and com pleted?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) There have 
been some representation in this regard.

(b) No, Sir.

(c) and (d). Do not arise.

(e) The work is not planned at present.

[English]

AIR Studio, Kargil

3086. SHRI P. NAMGYAL : W ill the M in is te r of 
INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 
state :

(a) w hether the construction  of AIR s tud ios and 
bu ild ings at Kargil, Jamm u and Kashm ir have since 
been completed;

(b) if not, the reasons for delay; and

(c) the  tim e  by w h ich  th e se  are lik e ly  to be 
com pleted?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M 
IBRAHIM) : (a) Yes, Sir

(b) Does not arise

(c) These are technically ready for commissioning 
and w ill be com m iss ioned  in the  e n su ing  summ er 
season subject to availability of staff for operation and 
m aintenance.


