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(d) The Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board has issued closure
notice under the provisions of the Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution)
Act, 1981, to M/s. Kohinoor Bone
Mill, M/s. Kamal Manure Mill and
M/s. Capital Bone Mill, closure notice
was already issued to M/s. Khatauli
Manure Mill. However, this was
stayed by the Honourable High Court,
Allahabad. Action under the Environ-
ment (Protection) Act, 1986 has also
been initigted.

(e) and (f) M/s. Khatauli Manure
Mill, the most polluting unit of these
has already applied for ‘No Objection
Certificate’ from the pollution angle to
shift the existing unit from Khatauli.
The application is under active consi-
deration and the unit has been asked
to submit a land use certificate from
the Competent Authority.

World Bank Assistance for Housing

3240. SHRI SHIV  SHARAN
VERMA : Will the Minister of

URBAN DEVELOPMENT be pleased
to state :

(a) whether Government propose
to take assistance from World Bank
for solving the housing problem of
Delhi; and

(b) it so, the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT (SHRI M. ARUNA.
CHALAM) : (2) and (b) There are
no proposals under the coosideration
of the Government.
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" Blind Patients

3241, SHRI HARI KEWAL PRA-
SAD : Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleas-
ed to state :

(a) the total number of blind per-
sons in the country at present;

{b) thc number out of them who
are blind by birth;

(¢) the cfforts made by Govemn-
ment so far 1o cradicate blindness;

(d) whether the Union Govern-
ment propose o Set up more eye-
hospitals in the country; and

(¢) if so. the details thereof ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRIMATI
D. K. THARADEVI SIDDHAR-
THA) : (a) As per the recent Al
India Survey conducted by Dr. R. P.
Centre  for Ophthalmic  Sciences,
AlLIMS (1986—89), the prevalence
rate of both eyc blind persons is
1.49% . Based on 1989 estimated
population of 800 million, the number
of both cyc blind persons is 11.92
million.

(b) It has not been possible so far
to evaluate the number of blinds by
birth in the country. However, the
blindness in the age group of 0—6
years due to Vitamin ‘A’ deficiency
is 9.84% of total blindness,

(c) The Government of India
launched & National for
Control of Blindness in the year 1976

which is a ongoing programme ia



