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(b) if so. the salient features thereof; and

(c) the action taken or proposed to be taken
thereon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI MOHD. MAQBOOL DAR) : (a) to
(c). Vohra Committee was set up under Shri N.N. Vohra.
Ex-Home Secretary and comprising Secretary
(Revenue). Secretary (RAW). Director (IB) and Director
(CB!l) as its Members, to take stock of all available
information about the activities and links for crime
syndicates/Mafia Organisations which had developed
links with and were being protected by Government
functionaries and political personalities. The Report of
the Vohra Committee was placed before the Parliament
on 1.8.1995 on which there was full scale debate in the
Parliament. The Vohra Committee report had
recommended setting up of a Nodal Agency at the level
of Home Secretary. The Government had accordingly
set up a Nodal Agency on 2nd August. 1995 with the
Home Secretary as the Chairman and Secretary
(Revenue). Secretary (RAW). Director (IB) and Director
(CBIl) as members. The Nodal Agency has started
functioning and has held seven meetings since it set
up. The Nodal Agency in its meetings generally reviews
the information available with the different agencies.
relating to the activities of major crime syndicates and
the course of action to be taken by the field formations.
The Question of inter-agency coordination and inter-
agency support in the pursuit of cases as per law is
considered and appropriate decisions taken with regard
to requirements of such support and cooperation. In the
interest of better inter-Departmental coordination. the
Nodal Agency was reconstituted with effect from
5.1.1996 with Cabinet Secretary assuming charge as
Chairman of the Nodal Agency and with Home Secretary.
Secretary (Revenue). Secretary (RAW). Director (I1B) and
Director (CBIl) as Members

[Translation]
Conversion into Broad Gauge Line

2201 SHRI RAJESH RANJAN ALIAS PAPPU
YADAV  Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to
state

(a) the ime by which all the meter gauge railway
lines are likely to be converted into broad gauge under
the present Unigauge Policy ot the Government: and

(b) the time by which North-Eastern Railway
propose to convert the present meter gauge Railway
line between Samastipur and Khagaria into broad
gauge?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARALJ) : (a) All MG lines
are not proposed to be converted.
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(b) There is no proposal for conversion of this line
at' present.

[English]
Dissection of Animals in Schools

2202. SHRI KRISHAN LAL SHARMA : Will the
Minister of ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS be pleased
to state :

(a) whether the Government have appointed a
Committee for control and supervision of experiments
on animals under the prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act. 1960:

(b) whether the Committee has suggested that
dissection of animals in schools should be stopped: and

(c) it so. the reaction of the Government thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS (CAPT JAI NARAYAN
PRASAD NISHAD) : (a) Yes. Sir.

(b) Yes. Sir.

(c) A draft Notification of intent making necessary
amendments in the "Experiments on Animals (Control &
Supervisions) Rules 1968" has been issued seeking
the suggestions/objections from the public. Central/State
Govt. Departments and other interested parties.
Government will take the decision after considering the
views of all the parties involved in the matter

[Translation]
Production Cost of Fertilizers

2203. SHRI SOHANBEER Will the Minister of
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state

(a) whether the cost of production of fertihzers has
increased during the year 1996-97 as compated to that
of 1994-95:

(b) if so. the details thereof:

(c) whether a large number of fertilizer producing
units have been getting sick despite the financial
assistance being provided by the Government

(d) it. so. the detaills thereof and the reasons
therefor: and

(e) The efforts being made to revitalise these plants?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI SIS RAM OLA):
(a) and (b). There 1s likely to be some increase in the
cost of production of various fertilizers during 1996-97
mainly on account of increase In the pnce of varous
petroleum products and increase In the rates of railway
freight.



