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Firing by Pakistani Troops

3400. DR. A.K. PATEL : W ill the M inister of 
DEFENCE be pleased to state :

(a) whether the incidents of firing by Pakistani troops 
on various points along the line of control are increasing;

(b) if so, whether due to these incidents of firing, 
the farmers are not able to carry out farming in these 
areas; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 

DEFENCE (SHRI N.V.N. SOMU) : (a) to (c) Unprovoked 
firing by Pakistani troops across the Line of Control and 
International Border in Jammu and Kashmir is a 
recurring phenomenon. There has been no significant 
change in the firing incidents along the Line of Control. 
At times these incidents of firing do affect the normal 
life of people living in border areas, including farming 
activity. However, such disruptions are generally 
localised, and temporary.

[Translation]

Research Work on Vedic Mathematics

3401. SHRI DEVI BUX SINGH :
SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH :
DR. RAMESH CHAND TOMAR :

W ill the M in ister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government propose to start 
research work on ‘Vedic Mathematics’ in universities;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) the action taken by the Government in this 

regard; and

(d) the grants provided by the Government for 
research work?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION IN THE MINISTRY OF HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI MUHI RAM SAIKIA):
(a) to (d) The information is being collected and will be 
laid on the Table of the House.

[English]

World Bank Aid for Cataract Control

3402. SHRI DHIRENDRA AGARWAL :
SHRI K. PRADHANI :

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
be pleased to state ;

(a) the total amount of World Bank aid received for 
the control of cataract during Eighth plan period;

(b) whether the major portion of this aid has not 
been utilised for the purpose for which it was given;

(c) if so, the reasons therefor and the action the 
Government propose to take for complete utilisation of 
the World Bank aid for that purpose;

(d) the States where the above project is being 
implemented;

(e) whether the project has been implemented in 
Orissa also; and

(f) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI SALEEM IQBAL 
SHERVANI) : (a) The Cataract Blindness Control Project 
at a total outlay of Rs. 554.36 crores is being 
impelemented with World Bank assistance over the 
period 1994 to 2001. The World Bank provides 
assistance on the basis of reimbursement and in this 
project about 89% of the total cost is reimbursable by 
the World Bank.

(b) No, Sir.
(c) Does not arise.
(d) World Bank Assisted Cataract Blindness Control 

Project is being implemented in 7 States namely Uttar 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

(e) Yes, Sir.
(f) World Bank Assisted Cataract Blindness Control 

Project is being implemented in Orissa since April, 1994 
and the details of funds released and cataract operations 
performed in Orissa are as under :

Year Funds released by 
Govt, of India

No. of cataract 
operations performed 

(Rs. in lakhs)

1994-95 91.58 40536
1995-96 236.76 46835
1996-97 54.25 39980

(upto Jan., 1997)

[Translation]

Child Development Schemes in Bihar

3403. SHRI DINESH CHANDRA YADAV : Will the 
Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be 
pleased to state :

(a) the names of places where child development 
schemes are being run in Bihar by UNICEF and Union 
Government; and

(b) the places in Bihar particularly in Saharsa, 
Madhepura and Supaul d is tric ts  where child 
development schemes are likely to be introduced?
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THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI S.R. BOMMAI) : (a) and (b) The 
information is being collected and will be laid on the 
Table of the House.

[English]

Transport Facilities between India and 
Bangladesh

3404. SHRI BASUDEB ACHARIA :
SHRI BADAL CHOUDHURY :
SHRI BAJU BAN RIYAN :

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased 
to state :

(a) the steps taken by the Government to create 
transport facilities between North-Eastern States and 
rest of the country through Bangladesh roadways; and

(b) the response of the Bangladesh Government in 
this regard?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRI I.K. 
GUJRAL) : (a) and (b) The question of transit facilities, 
including road transport, through Bangladesh, to provide 
transportation link between the North-Eastern States of 
India and rest of the country, has been raised on many 
occasions with the Government of Bangladesh. The 
subject remains under discussion between the two 
Governments.

[Translation]

Survey by ASI

3405. DR. A.K. PATEL : Will the Minister of HUMAN 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state :

(a) the number of villages in the country in which 
surveys have been conducted by the Archaeological 
Survey of India during the last three years;

(b) the details thereof, State-wise; and

(c) the number of villages in Gujarat where surveys 
have been conducted and the details of items found 
there?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT (SHRI S.R. BOMMAI) : (a) During the 
last three years two thousand three hundred sixty three 
villages have been surveyed by the Archaeological 
Survey of India.

(b) State-wise details are given in the Statement-I.

(c) the number of villages surveyed in Gujarat is 
fifty four. The details of items found at these sites are 
given in the Statement-I I.

Statement-I

Details of the Number of Villages Surveyed 
State-wise

S.No. Name of the State Number of Villages 
Surveyed

1. Andhra Pradesh 32
2. Bihar 415
3. Goa 3
4. Gujarat 54
5. Haryana 187
6. Himachal Pradesh 1
7. Jammu and Kashmir 10
8. Karnataka 352
9. Kerala 2

10. Madhya Pradesh 133
11. Maharashtra 59
12. Orissa 67
13. Rajasthan 6
14. Tamilnadu 108
15. Uttar Pradesh 715
16. West Bengal 209

Total = 2363

Statement-H

Details of Villages Surveyed in Gujarat

S.No. Name of Surveyed 
Villages

Details of Items found 
at these Sites

1 2 3

1. Bhatsan Sculptures of Durga Shiva- 
Parvati of Medieval period.

2. Hanumanpura Sculpture of Jain Tirthankar.
3. Lorwada Sculptures of Ganesha, Durga, 

Siva of Medieval period.
4. Malgad Microliths.
5. Rasana Sculptures of Vishnu, Siva 

Bhairava of Medieval period.
6. Samadi Remains of Siva-Temple of 

Medieval period.
7. Velaval Sculptures of Ganesha and 

Brahma Medieval period.
8. Wedaval Medieval period site.
9. Fategad Sculptures of Ganesha, Siva 

Durga, Apsara of Medieval 
period.


