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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAM VILAS 
PASWAN) : (a) The present railway network is divided 
into 9 zones and 59 divisions. Zones/divisions are set 
up keeping in view factors like size, workload and 
a cce ss ib ility , tra ff ic  pa tte rns  and o the r op e ra tin g / 
admini rative requirements consistent with the needs 
of economy and efficiency.

(b) and (c). A number of representations expressing 
resen tm en t have been rece ived  p a rtic u la r ly  from  
Bilaspur and Hubli.

(d) and (e). An A d v is e rs ’ C o m m itte e  fo r  
reoganisation was set up (1994) which recommended 
creation of four additional zones (including one at Jaipur 
in Rajasthan) and six additional divisions.

(f) and (g). A final view on the detailed territorial 
jurisdiction of the zones/divisions has not been taken 
as yet.

(h) Zones/d iv is ions are set up keeping in view  
factors like size, w orkload and accessib ility , tra ffic  
p a tte rn s  and o th e r o p e ra t in g /a d m in is tra t iv e  
requirements consistent with the needs of economy and 
efficiency.

(i) R e p re s e n ta t io n s  fo r s e tt in g  up of zo n a l 
headquarters had been received for a number ot places 
like  A jm er, Ja ip u r, Jo d h p u r, B ila sp u r, J a b a lp u r, 
Bhubaneshar, Patna, Bangalore, Hubli, Barauni etc.

(j) The Governm ent has decided to set up six 
additional zones with headquarters at Allahabad, Jaipur, 
Bangalore, Jabalpur, Hajipur and Bhubaneswar.

[English]

Gauge Conversion

*379. SHRI SATYAJITSINGH DULIPSINH  
GAEKWAD :

SHRI HARIN PATHAK :

W ill the M in is te r of RAILWAYS be p leased  to 
state :

(a) the details of the metre gauge/narrow gauge 
lines proposed to be converted into broad gauge during 
the Eighth Five Year Plan;

(b) the time* by which the remaining meter gaug£/ 
narrow gauge lines are proposed to be converted into 
broad gauge;

(c) whether the Government have received proposal 
from the Government of Gujarat for conversion of metre 
gauge/narrow gauge lines into broad gauge;

(d) if so, the details thereof and the decision taken 
by Government thereon;

(e) whether the Government propose to take up 
gauge conversion projects in Gujarat through the private 
funding; and

(f) if so. the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI RAM VILAS 
PASWAN) : (a) The details of metre gauge/narrow lines 
converted into BG during the 1st four years of the Eighth 
Five Year Plan and those targetted to be completed  
during the remaining period of the Plan are as under
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(b) Only those lines required on urgent operational 
and s tra te g ic  c o n s id e ra tio n s  are p roposed  to be 
converted in a phased manner. At present only about 
15966 kms. of metre gauge/narrow gauge lines have 
been identified for conversion during 8th and 9th Plan 
periods. No time schedule can be fixed for conversion 
of all metre gauge/narrow gauge lines as this will depend 
on availability of resources.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d) Proposals were received from the Government 
of Gujarat for conversion of Rajkot-Veraval, Navlakhi- 
Wankaner-Maliya, Surendranagar-Bhavnagar, Viramgam- 
M ahesana-Patan, Bedi Port, S urendranagar-R a ju la , 
Kolal-Vijapur, Ahmedabad-Himmatnagar, Dhrangadhra- 
Kuda, G andhidham -Bhuj, Jo ravarnagar-S aya la , and 
Bharuch-Dehej. Out of these, Gauge Conversion of 
W ankaner-D ahinsara-N avlakh i and D ahinsara-M aliya  
Miyana and Viramgam-Mahesana is in progress through 
P riva te  C ap ita l under the BOLT Schem e and are  
targetted to be com pleted within th is financial year. 
Gauge C onversion of G andh idham -B hu j at R ajkot- 
Veraval section would be started shortly. The remaining 
proposals are either under examination or could not be 
taken up due to unremunerativeness and constraint of 
resources.

(e) Yes, Sir.

(f) Details have been indicated in reply to part (d)
above.

Black'Pepper Production

*380. SHRI RAMESH CHENNITHALA : Will the 
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased to state :

(a) the total percentage of black pepper production  
in the State of Kerala;

(b) whether the Government are aware that heavy 
incidence of pests, diseases, climatic vegaries and price 
fluctua tion  have acted as serious deterrents to the 
investment in the better crop management;

(c) whether the Government of Kerala has submitted 
any proposal for launching of Technology Mission on 
the black pepper; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and the action taken by 
the Government thereon?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (EXCLUDING  
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND  
DAIRYING) (SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA) : (a) The 
State of Kerala contributed 97.9 percent to the total 
black pepper productoin in India during 1994-95.

(b) During my visit to Kerala, low incidence of 
disease and pest was reported to me. However, no 
serious incidence of pests or disease of black pepper 
was reported in Kerala during 1994-95 and 1995-96. 
The average yearly wholesale prices of black pepper at 
Cochin have steadily increased from Rs. 2779/- quintal 
in 1992 to Rs. 7575/- quintal in 1995.

(c) Yes, Sir.

(d ) The S ta te  G o ve rn m e n t has p ro p o se d  a 
Technology Missoin for black pepper for implementation 
as a state activ ity. The M ission envisages to pool 
ava ilab le  resources and e ffo rts , and in tegrate  the 
activ ities of all State and Ce. ral institution/agency  
located in the State and involved in development of this 
crop to work towards common objective of improving 
production and productivity of black pepper. The Ministry 
has endorsed the proposa l in p rin c ip le  and made 
a p p ro p ria te  p ro v is io n  in the 1996-97  budge t for 
implementing production oriented components.

[Translation]

Central Hindi Advisory Committee

3009. SHRI JAGDAMBI PRASAD YADAV : Will the 
Minister of HOME AFFAIRS be pleased to state :

(a) the time by which the Central Hindi Advisory 
Committee is likely to be set up;

(b) the time by which the Hindi Advisory Committee 
as per the pattern of Hindi Advisory Committee of all 
the Ministries would be set up in the Prime M inisters 
O ffice to ensure the im p lem enta tion  of the offic ia l 
language;

(c) whether due to non constitution of the Hindi 
A d v is o ry  and o ff ic ia l la n g u a g e  Im p le m e n ta tio n  
C o m m itte e s  in the  P rim e M in is te r ’s o ff ic e , the 
implementation of official language in the Public Sector 
in the country is suffering; and

(d) the steps being taken to im prove upon the 
situation?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI MOHD. MAQBOOL DAR) : (a) 
There  is no p roposa l under c o n s id e ra tio n  of the 
Government to constitute any committee as Central Hindi 
Advisory Committee. H on’ble Mem ber of Parliament 
perhaps is refering to the Central H indi Committee 
Constitution of this Committee is under process.

(b) to (d). The position with regard to the P ri.\e  
M inister’s Office is different from that of other M inistries/ 
Deptts. It is a small Office which renders secretarial 
assistance to the Prime Minister. In view of this, it was 
not fe lt necessa ry  to c o n s titu te  a H ind i A dv iso ry  
C om m ittee  and O ffic ia l Language  Im p lem en ta tion  
Committee in Prime M inister’s Office. A Joint Secretary 
has been en trusted  w ith the duty of im plem enting  
instructions issued for the progressive use of Hindi.

[English]

Life Line Express

3010. SHRI SANAT KUMAR MANDAL : W ill the 
M inister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state :

(a) whether any assessment has been made so far 
about the utility of the train called ‘Life Line Express';


