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LOKSABHA DEBATES

LOKSABHA

Monday, May, 3 1993/Vaisakha 13,1915 
(Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

OBITUARY REFERENCES 

[English]

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI P.V. 
NARASIMHA RAO): Mr. Speaker Sir, I rise to 
express our heart-felt condolences on the very 
urtimeiyandtiagcdeathof President Premadasa 
of Sri Lanka. The brutal assassination of Shri 
Premadasa is a blow to Sri Lanka and to the 
efforts that he had been making to strengthen 
relations amongstcountries in South Asia. It is 
also a blow to all of us in the sense that we were 
working very closely with him together. It is 
impossfctefor me even to believe that he would 
be separated from us within a period of hardty a 
fortnight because we had met in Dhake at the 
SAARC Summit and later he had visited India, 
several places in Bihar of Buddhist interest in 
which he was taking very keen interest.

Sir, he rose from very humble beginning to 
become the Chief Executive of hiscountry. All of 
us mourn his death. President Premadasa ex-
erted himself to find a solution to the ethnic 
problem of his country. India wished him suc-
cess in his attempt to resolve issues peacefully 
and meet the legitimate aspirations of the minor-
ity community.

I hadthe pleasure of several meetings with 
Shri Premadasa. During his official visit to our 
country last year and during the last Seventh 
SAARC Summit in Dhaka recently I valued his 
friendship and sage counsel. My association 
with him goes backto 1901. Infact, in 19801had 
met him Jor the first time when he had come for 
the UN General Assembly Session and I had 
been there as a Foreign Minister.

Since then we have had a very good per-
sonal relationship, close personal relationship 
and we have had no occasion to have any differ-
ence of any kind, because his approach was one 
of poverty alleviation, etc., about which I shall 
say a word later.

He wasadevout person. One of his valuable 
contributions has been Sri Lankan donation for 
housing for poor pilgrims in the sacred pilgrim-
age centrers in Incba. He had only recently visited 
India to inaugurate the housing project.

President Premadasa’s services to the 
SAARC will remain a monument to him. Till 
recently he was the Chairman of the regional 
organisation and devoted himself to strengthen 
its cooperative structures in particular, the fields 
of trade, social development and the welfare of 
women and children. Regional poverty allevia-
tion was doseto his heart and Sri Lanka chaired 
the SAARC Group that went intothe problem and 
came out with many valuable recommenda-
tions.

I must also add here, Sir, that only last year 
he had mooted this idea, forth© first time after so 
manyyears and he showed such dynamism that
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within one year the report was ready, the asso-
ciation of so many experts from all the countnes 
was achieved and we do have a succinct and 
good programme for poverty alleviation in the 
SARRC countries which I hope, it will be pos-
sible for us to implement The SAARC report on 
poverty alleviation will remain one of President 
Premadasa’s enduring legacies to SAARC

I had the opportunity on several occasions, 
of discussing India-Sri Lanka relations with 
President Premadasa Ifoundhimopen-minded, 
receptive to suggestions and willing to change 
course for the sake of strengthening bilateral 
relations He was a realistic and determined 
interlocutor and I will miss his presence in our 
joint efforts to strengthening India-Si i Lanka 
understanding, friendship and cooperation

Very recently he gave a golden canopy an 
enclosure atthe Samadhi at Bodh Gaya andthis 
was a gesture for tho friendship and also our 
abiding relationship in the matter of Buddhism

While morning his lossand condoling with 
the bereaved family I would like to say wish the 
Acting President success in hisefforts and the 
people of Sri Lanka andcourage and steadfast 
ness to overcome this tragedy and bring peace 
and prosperity to their beautiful country

I once again on behalf of the Government 
on behalf of our party express my condolences

j Translation!

SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE  
(Lucknow) Mr Speaker Sir once again vio-
lence hasdevouredapreacher of non-violence 
The life of a tall personality of the Sub-continent 
has been cut short A person whosymbolised 
non-violence has saerified himself to quench 
the thirst of violence Before it finds another 
victim it should bo curbed When I met Shri 
Premadasa for the first time he was the Pnme 
Minister of Sri L anka He was an amiable, 
peaceloving, balanced, soft opdeer person and 
amanoffewwaKls Henevermademefeelthat

I was sitting in front of a Prime Minister He 
always left an indelible impression of his per-
sonality on others TheHon Prime Minister has 
rightly said that Shn Premadasa will always be 
remembered as a f nend of India

Mr Speaker Sir Shri Nana SahebGoray 
has also expired He was a very popular leader 
of Maharashtra Hiscontnbutiondunngfreedom 
struggle, Samyukta Maharashtra Movement 
and as a forceful opposition leader and orator in 
Parliament has been quite significant He was a 

-  committed leader Forhim socialism was not a 
means to gam popularity but he struggled and 
made untiring efforts to bnng a new social order 
mthesociet) 11 tad the occasion to work with him 
in Parltamen* For the last many years he had 
renunoated active politics, but whenever we 
sought quidance from him he was ready to give 
it We mourn his death

I condemn Ihe barbaric assassination of 
Shri Premadasa on my behalf and on behalf of 
my party and express deep sorrow on his death 
I also pay my humble homage to Shti Nana 
Saheb Go ay on my behalf and on behalf of my 
party

SHRI RABI RAY (Kondrapada) It is a very 
saddayforoui country as well as for Sri Lanka 
The President ol our neighbring and friendly 
country Sri Lanka Shri Premadasa is no more 
Mr Speaker Sir Shri Premadasa remarked at 
the sixth SAARC Conference of wmch he was a 
host that violence and terrorism ts the scourge 
of this region I never newthat one day he would 
fall victim to this scourge of the region Shri 
Premadasa s life has been a jour ney

[English]

‘From love cabin to the White House 

I Translation]

From humble beginning he rose to occupy 
the highest position of the land This was prob-
ably the first such case in the history of Sn
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Lanka He became the President of Sn Lanka 
by the dint of hart work wisdom, and high quality 
of leadership The real homage to him will be to 
fight against terrorism and violence and to cre-
ate an atmosphere of non-violence in SAARC 
regionof which he wasaleader Onbehalfofthe 
Janata Dal I send my condolences to the be-
reaved family and to the people of Sn Lanka

The great leader, a Socialist Movement 
thinker and a popular leader of our national 
movement Shri Goray has also died Shn 
Goray foughtto the lastfor establishing a social-
ist society in India When I met him for the last 
time in Pune about a year back, he said that his 
last wish was to usher is socialistic and secular 
order as envisaged in our Constitution He did 
not accept any national award till the end You 
might be aware that the Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra had requested the family to allow 
the funeral of Shn Goray with full State honours 
butthey refused ThewaythefuneralofDr Ram 
Manohar Lohia and Lok Nayak Jaiprakash 
Narayan was performed in an ordinary and 
simple way similarly the funeral of Shri Goray 
was also performed

I offer my heartfelt condeolences to his son 
and homage to the departed soul on my behalf 
and on behalf of all the socialists of the country

| £ nghsh]

SHRI SOMNATH CH ATTERJEE (Bolpur)
Mr Speaker Sir, on behalf of my party, I asso-
ciate with what has been said here We are 
meeting today under the shadow of tragic and 
sad events that have taken place in the last two 
days We mourn the loss of a tall, Asian 
statesman whose life has been cut short tragi-
cally and senselessly at the hands of an assas-
sin

President Premadasa played a leading 
role in SAARC He tried hard for effecting re-
gional co-operation amongst the South-East 
Asiancountnesand his was the life dedicated to 
the cementing of relations between different

1915 (SAKA) Obituary References 6

countries and for the economic upliftment of the 
poor people of this region

It is a matterof serious concern that this 
mindless terrorism has found another victim 
and has chosen a person, who was leading a 
country towards economic upliftment and for 
mutual co-operation amongst the countries in 
the area

I believe now that it would be the duty of 
everybody everycountrymtheSAARCtotryto 
finish his unfinished task and that would be a 
tribute to his memory

We convey our sinrerest condolences to 
the members of his family and to the people of 
Sri Lanka in this hour of tragedy

It was my good fortune to have known Shri 
N G Goray a great freedom lighter, a well- 
known parhamentanan educationistandatsoa 
diplomat He made his mark in every sphere of 
activities in his life He fought not only for the 
political freedom but also for the economic 
emancipation of the people of this country It is 
not easy to find replacement of persons or 
leaders like Shn N G Goiay

I convey my sincerest condolence on be 
halt of myself and on behalf of my party to his 
family

t am sure the path which he had treaded will 
also lead us to reaching the goal that we all set 
before ourselves

SHRI LOKANATH C H O U D H U R Y  
(Jagatsmghpur) Mr Speaker Sir I on behalf of 
my Party associate with all in the House and 
with the Prime Minister in expressing the deep 
sorrow and anguish at the assassination of Shri 
Premadasa President of Sn Lanka

Shn Premadasa was try mq lor the coop 
eration of SAARC countries and also he was 
associated himself with India in eliminating 
terrorism in Sn Lanka So while expressing our
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condolence to his family, it has now become a 
great fMKrffwilyflnourpMtlpfindouttfiftWiMwns 
of these terrorist and political assassinations 
which have come to stay in South-East Asia. 
Therefore, Sir, let us, while expressing our 
sorrow, take the oath that we will fight to end 
terrorism and violence in politics, thereby ere* 
a^newconcfitk3nsinthiscountTy,andttTatwi 
beatrue homage to Shri Premadasa. So, white
I am expressing my heartfelt condolence to his 
family, I also feel ourloss and feeloursympathy 
with the people of Sri Lanka who are being 
ceased away a leader of theirs.

Sir, Shri Goray was the leader of the So-
cialist Party in this country. We have on many 
occasions &ad unity with him and struggle with 
him, but since then he wasasincere patriot, who 
foughtfora linguistic Stage in Maharashtra, and 
the formation of linguistic States which is the 
basis of strengthening Indian federal structure 
was one of the staiggies in life along with his 
struggle for the suffering people and the ex-
ploited people. I also associate with others in 

'expressing my condolence to his bereaved 
family. I also feel that we must act with the 
conviction anddedication with which Mr. Goray 
worked.

With these words, Sir, I again express my 
condolence and express my grief and the grief 
of the nation and our sympathy to Sri Lankan 
people and also promise that we fight to end 
terrorism in South-East Asia so that no other 
politician, nootherHeadof the State, is killed like 
this in future-

With these words, I thank you.

SHRI P. G. NARAYANAN 
(Gobichettipalayam): Mr. Speaker, Sir the as-
sassination of Sri Lankan President Premadasa 
was an immense and tragic loss not only for Sri 
Lanka, but also forthe entire South Asia region. 
He has fallenavictim to the unmindful terrorism 
which we have to condemn. Since hebecame

the President of Sri Lanka, he has acquired 
reputation for ruthlessness and he has taken 
sincere stepsto build up good relationship with 
India. ItisdifficuKtobelievethatsuchadynamk; 
SAARC leaders hasbeensnatchedawaybylhe 
forces of violence which deserve to be con-
demned by ail who believe in basic human 
<*gntty.

On behalf of AIADMK, I convey my sincere 
condolence to the people of Sri Lanka and his 
bereaved family.

lalso pay my tribute and my homage to Mr. 
Gore. I convey my condolence to his bereaved 
family, Sir.

SHRI SOBHANADREESWARA RAO 
VADDE (Vijayawada): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I ex-
press deep condotences on behalf of ourTelugu 
Desam Party over the tragic death of Shri 
Premadasa, President of Sri Lanka, who was a 
good friend of our nation, bytheforces of vio-
lence. Westrongly condemn theseforceswhich 
have earlier snatched away one of our beloved 
sons of this country Shri Rajiv Gandhi and now 
Shri Premadasa. I appeal tothe Government to 
take all the steps in cooperation with other 
countries to put an end to these forces of vio- 
lenoe.

Sir, we also express our deep condolences 
over the death of Shri N.G. Goray who wasa 
great socialist, who stood all his life for the 
socialist ideals and has dedicated his entire life 
for the achievement of socialist goals in this 
country. I thank you for giving me this opportu-
nity and I join others in expressing our condo-
lences.

SHRI P V. NARASIMHA RAO: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, when we are reminded of Nana 
Satieb Goray many of us here and thousands 
and thousands of political activists in the country 
feel a personal loss, not just a bereavement of 
the family. It is a bereavement of a great move-
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mentandoftheoountryasawhole. He was very 
kindtomeeversincel entered FerguronCotege 
in 1940andsinoethenlhave been oneof his very 
ardent admirers. He has taken ustotaskmany 
times, irxrfuding on the 9th of August, 1992̂  but 
everyword of his woozed sincerity, earnestness 
and patriotism.

Sir.hewasapereonwhocouidbetakenas 
an exemplary to the younger generation,not only 
to the younger, perhapstothe older generation 
also. Hehadamanyspiendouredpefsonaiity, a 
great freedom fighter in his own right, oneof the 
greatexponents of the socialist movement, Goa 
freedom fighter and a labour leader. There was 
hardly anything which he did not touch and 
touched so effectively that he made an impact 
particularly in areas where poverty alleviation 
and the concept of equality are concerned.

Sir, we miss him very much today. On 
behalf of my party and on behalf of myself I would 
like to express my very deep condolences to his 
family and perhaps to all of us who feel that we 
have lost a great leader, a great friend.

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Members, I 
share the sentiments expressed by hon. Prime 
Minister and other hon. Leaders. It is very sad 
and painful for this Hous# to receive the news 
about the passing away of the President of Sri 
Lanka Shri Flanasinghe Premadasa on Satur-
day, 1 May, 1993. The brutal manner in which he 
has been kitted is not only tragic but a stigma to 
the whole civilized world. Such acts of violence 
are indeed a setback to the efforts aimed at 
bringing peace and harmony in the sub-conti- 
nentandthe rest of the world.

Shri Premadasa after two terms as Prime 
Minister under PresidentShriJ.R. Jayawardene 
was elected President in December. 1988and 
was sworn in the Second Executive President 
in January, 1969.

68 yeareoW President Premadasa’s long

and distinguished career in the service of the 
people of Sri Lanka and South Asia as well as 
the International Community would be long re-
membered.

We condemn the terrorism with aB the force 
atourcommand, within the country as well as 
across its borders.

We express our profound sorrow and grief 
on the passing away of President Premadasa 
and stand by the people of Sri Lanka in this hour 
of their grief.

Shri N. G. Goray wasaMember of Second 
Lok Sabha during 1957-62 representing the 
Poonaconstituency of erstwhiiestateof Bombay.

He was also Mayor of Poona. He also 
served as a Member of Rajya Sabha.

Sh ri Goray was a renowned social worker, 
freedom fighter, distinguished writer, secularist 
and a diplomat.

He actively participated in the freedom 
movement in 1930,1932, and 1942andwas 
imprisoned several times, in the post-Indepen-
dence era, he led the Satyagraha movement in 
Goa liberation struggle in 1955 and was sen-
tenced to rigorous imprisonment by the Portu-
guese military court.

He was a crusader against communal ha-
tred and worked for fostering communal har-
mony.

A man of vision and scientific temper, he 
fought throughout his Wefor the values of non-
violence and equality based on the synthesis of 
Marxism, BuddhaandGandhiji.

He had many works in Marathitohis credit. 
He also translated the autobiography of Jawahar 
Lai Nehru.

He ably served the country in Britain as



11 Obituary References MAY 3,1993 Announcementby Spanker 12

High Commissioner 11.30 hrs.

He passed away on May1,1993at the age 
of 86 at Pune

I am sure the House will tom me in convey-
ing out heartful condolences to Shrimati 
Premadasa and other members of the bereaved 
family of the late President, Government of Sri 
Lanka and the Parliament and the friendly people 
of Sri Lanka Our condolences would also be 
conveyed to the bereaved members of the fam-
ily of our colleague Shri Goray

The House may stand in silence for a short 
while to pay homage to the memory of the 
deceased

11.30 hrs

The Members then stood in silence fora 
short while

ANNOUNCEMENT BY SPEAKER 

[English]

MR SPEAKER Before we adjourn forthe 
day, I would like to inform the House that the 
business listed for today would be transacted 
tomorrow, as per practice, Hon Minister of 
Agnculture would reply to the discussion on 
Demands for Grants of his Ministry at 5 P M 
and Guillotine would be applied in respect of all 
the outstanding Demands for Grants at 6 P M 
and then we take up the Appropriation Billanuthe 
Finance Bill and sit late for this purpose

The House is adjoui ned to meet again at
11 00 AM on Tuesday the 4th of My 1993

11.33 hrs.

The Lok Sabha then adjourned till Eleven of 
the Clock on Tuesday May A 1993/Vaisakha 

14 i9!5(Saka)
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