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However, private cokeries unit manufacture some quantity
of low ash coke with ash content of 10% which coke is
being supplied to some manufacturers of Electrodes and
Carbide.

(c) and (d) Low ash coke is not manufactured in any
subsidiaries of Coal India Ltd. Coal Companies under CIL
produce hard coke. The pricing and distribution of hard
coke has since been dereguilated. Production and
Marketing of the same would be decided by coal
companies based on the market trend and on commercial
considerations.

[Translation]
Premium on new notes

*396. SHRI PRABHU DAYAL KATHERIA
SHRI SATYA DEO SINGH :

Will  the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to

state

(a) whether the Government are aware of substantial
premium on new one, two, five, ten and fifty rupee notes
and one, two and five rupee coins, as reported in “Dainik
Jagaran” dated the February 21, 1997.

(b) if so, the reasons for the non-availability of new
currency notes and coins in the banks; and

(c) the steps taken by the Government to make the
currency notes and coins available in the market ?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE

CHIDAMBARAM) : (a) No, Sir.

(SHRI P.

(b) and (c) Due to capacity gonstraints, the note
printing presses and the mints in the country are not able
to fully meet the ever-increasing requirement of fresh notes
and coins by the Reserve Bank of India. However, the
Government have taken following steps for increasing
availability of currency notes and coins :-

1. Modernisation of the existing two note printing
presses at Nasik and Dewas.

2. Setting up of two more note printing presses, one
at Salboni (West Bengal) and the other at
Mysore (Karnataka) under the control of Reserve
Bank of India.

3. Modernisation of Government of India mints at
Mumbai, Calcutta and Hyderabad.

4, Coinisation of lower denomination notes of rupee
1. Rs. 2 and Rs. 5 and diverting the capacity
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so released for printing notes of higher

denominations.

5. Resorting to import of 3,600 million pieces of
printed notes as well as 1000 million pieces of
coins, as a one time measure.

[English]
Export of computer software

*397. SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN : Will the Minister of
COMMERCE be pleased to state :

(a) the percentage of growth registered in the export
of electronics and computer software during each of the
last three years, country-wise;

(b)  the amount of_ foreign exchange earned there-
from during the above period;

(c) whether the exporters of software are facing a
number of problems in exporting their items;

(d) 1if so, the details thereof; and

(e) the steps taken by the Government to boost the
export of these items and redress the grievances of the
exporters ?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF
COMMERCE (SHRI BOLLA BULLI RAMAIAH) : (a) to (e)
The electronics and computer software sector i1s a sector
which has registered consistent growth in the last few
years. The percentage of growth registered in the export
of electronics and computer software and foreign exchange
earned during each of the last three years, regionwise, is
explained in Statement attached.

Government have set up the Electronics and Computer
Software Export Promotion Council for the promotion of
electronics and computer software and for advising
Government about the difficultics faced by this sector. As
and when a problem is brought to the notice of the
Government, the same is taken up on priority basis for
resolution. The Government have also set up a Standing
Committee on Electronics and Software under the
Chairmanship of Additional Secretary. Ministy of Commerce
to deal with the issues which require a coordinated
response by the Government. Other steps that are taken
for promotion of expprts include participation in exclusive
Indian Trade Shows/International Exhibitions, visits of
business delegations, etc. General measures include the
operationalization of the Electronic Hardware Technology
Park Scheme (EHTP), Software Technology Park Scheme
(STP), which are export oricnted schemes designed to
boost exports.



