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Institutes, Non-Government Organisation etc.
for sustenance of the technology generation,
adoption and continuous refinement of
technology and improvement of socio-economic
conditions of farmers, particularly the small and
marginal farmers.

(c) The Committee has planned to visit, Assam,
Bihar, Orissa, West Bengal, Sikkim, Eastern U.P. and
Eastern M.P. The Committee will offer its suggestions after
the completion of the visits.

[English]

Setting up of Third Check Post at Border

.

5788. SHRI JAY SINGH CHAUHAN : Will the Minister
of HOME AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Government of Gujarat has sent any
proposal to the Union Government for setting up the third
Home Guards checkpost at the border adjoining Gujarat;

(b) if so, the details thereof;
(c) the decision of the Union Government thereon;

(d) the number of proposals lying pending for
consideration with the Central Government; and

(e) the time by which these proposals are likely to be
cleared?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI MODH. MAQBOOL DAR) : (a) to
(e) No, Sir. However, a request has been received from
the State Government of Gujarat to consider the proposal
for raising 3rd battalion of Border Wing Home Guards. The
State Government is seeking to supplement the police
presence by raising another battalion of Border Wing
Home Guards to curb anti-smuggling operations and other
subversive activities. The proposalis under examination of
the Government.

Prices of Chilli

5789. SHRI R. SAMBASIVA RAO : Willthe Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Spices Board is planning to open an
office at Guntur in Andhra Pradesh to undertake
programmes to educate the farmers and traders on the
benefits of better post-harvest operations to arrest chilli
prices;

(b) whether there has been considerable fall in the
chilli prices;

(c) if so, the main reasons therefor;

(d) whether the Government decided to undertake
corrective policy initiatives in this direction;
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(e) whether the Spices Board has also decided to
make direct intervention in the market;

(f) whether the Government have also decided to take
procurement operations through the Spice Trading
Corporation, NAFED and MARKFED; and

(9) if so, the extent to which the decision would help the
chilli farmers?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE (EXCLUDING
THE DEPARTMENT OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND
DAIRYING) AND MINISTER OF CIVIL SUPPLIES,
CONSUMERAFFAIRS AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION AND
MINISTER OF FOOD (SHRI CHATURANAN MISHRA) :
(a) Spices Board has opened an office at Gunturin Andhra
Pradesh and posted an officer to look after various
programmes of the Board relating to development and post
harvest operations of chillies.

(b) Yes, Sir. There was fall in prices of chilies, i.e. in
Guntur market from Rs. 3075/- per quintal in April, 1996 to
Rs. 1713/- per quintal in March, 1997.

(c) The reasons for the decline in prices are:

(1) Increase in area under chillies cultivation
resulting in increased production.

(2) Favourable north-east monsoon during 1996.

(3) Better prices prevailing in previous years
which motivated the farmers to increase
production both extensively and intensively.

(d) The Spices Board is taking various steps to
promote export of chillies. The Ministry of Agriculture is
also implementing Market Intervention Scheme for
procurement of chillies in Andhra Pradesh during 1996-97.

(e) No, Sir.

(f) and (g) It has been decided to procure 10,000
metric tonnes of chillies, under Market Intervention Scheme,
by NAFED and Andhra Pradesh MARKFED at the Market
Intervention Price of Rs. 2250/- per quintal of Fair Average
Quality of Chillies in andhra Pradesh. The Market
Intervention Scheme is in operation from 5th March, 1997
and shall be continued upto 31st May, 1997. So far 2,167
tonnes of red chillies have been procured by NAFED and
the State designated agency of Andhra Pradesh. This will
save farmers from distress sale.

Outlets of Agros

5§790. SHRI VIJAY PATEL : Will the Minister of
AGRICULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether an organisation called 'Agros’' has
accounted satisfactory impact in procuring agricultural
inputs like fertilizers and pesticides at normal price to the
farmers in some States;



