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at Hargaon has not been considered practicable on technical 
considerations.

Engineering Facilities

3003. SHRI SURESH KALMADI : Will the Minister of 
CIVIL AVIATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Air India has decidedto market its engineering 
facilities world-wide and convert it into a profit centre; and

(b) if so, the modalities involved in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C. M. 
IBRAHIM): (a) and (b) A multi disciplinary Market Cell has 
been set up to explore the possibilities of taking up jobs of 
maintenance, overhaul of airframes and engines etc. of 
domestic as well as international airlines.

Construction of Overbridge/Underbridge at 
Kama! Kachhwa

3004. SHRI I.D. SWAMI : Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether there is a heavy traffic at the level crossing 
on Karnal - Kachhwa Road due to frequency of the crossing 
remaining closed, much hardship and inconvenience is 
being caused to the people;

(b) if so, whetherthe Government have ever studied the 
situation prevailing at the said railway crossing and if so, the 
reaction of the Government thereto;

(c) whether there is any proposal to construct either an 
overbridge or an underbridge at the above crossing to ease 
the congestion and for free and smooth flow of traffic; and

(d) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Yes, Sir. Government has observed that Road Over 
Bridge/Road under Bridge is justified.

(c) Yes, Sir. There is a proposal for construction of Road 
Under Bridge in lieu of level crossing No. 71-B on Karnal - 
Kachhwa Road.

(d) Does not arise.

Running of Train on Newiy Constructed 
Koraput-Rayagada Line

3005. SHRI K. PRADHANI : Will the Minister of 
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whetherthe Government have a proposal to run any 
Express/Mail passenger train on the newly constructed 
Koraput-Rayagada line in Orissa;

(b) if so, whether the new Express/Mail/Passenger train 
is proposed to be introduced during 1997-98; and

(c) if so, the steps taken by the Government in this 
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF 
RAILWAYS (SHRI SATPAL MAHARAJ) : (a) to (c) It is 
proposed to run a Koraput-Rayagada Link Express to 
Bhubaneshwar and extend 8005/8006 Howrah-Rayagada 
Express to Koraput in addition to a passenger shuttle on 
Koraput-Rayagada section during 1997-98.

Uplinking Facilities

3006. SHRI V.M. SUDHEERAN :
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY :
SHRI YELLAIAH NANDI:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state :

(a) whether the Government have decided to grant 
permission for uplinking facilities to foreign and domestic 
private satellite channels from India;

(b) if so, the details and outcome thereof;

(c) if not, the time by which a final decision is likely to be 
taken;

(d) whether the Government also propose to seek the 
help of any other agency to popularise the Doordarshan 
International Channel; and

(e) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION AND MINISTER 
OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING (SHRI C.M. 
IBRAHIM) : (a) to (c) The issue of premitting uplinking 
facilities to foreign and domestic private satellite channels is 
related to the question of premitting private broadcasting 
from within the country. This issue would be addressed to in 
the proposed broadcasting bill which is likely to be introduced 
during the current session of Parliament.

(d) and (e) To popularise the Doordarshan International 
channel the help of such agencies is being sought on an 
experimental basis, who can downlink the signals of DD- 
International over the footprint countries of Pan - Am - 
Sat-4 and PAS-1. So far, no objection certificates have been 
issuedtothreecompanies namely, ATN (Canada), ASIANET 
(U.K. & U.S.A.), APNA TV (UK, Europe & USA).

Electronic Exchanges in Tamil Nadu

3007. SHRI N.S.V. CHITTHAN : Will the Minister df 
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state :

(a) the number of electronic exchanges as on date in 
Tamil Nadu;


